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September 2016 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 
 
I have had an idea in my head for weeks about what I wanted my 
pastor’s message to be about for this first newsletter of Autumn. As I 
looked on the internet for references and example, I ran across this 
article by Stephen Miller. I like the way he put it, so I am sharing his 
article with you. 

 
Worship in a Selfie World  

 
“Wow. God really met with us in worship tonight. The room was just so 
full of his presence. One of the most intense times of worship I have 
ever experienced.” 
This caption came across my Instagram notifications a few weeks back. I 
was curious to see the photo this student had taken to commemorate 
his experience. I never would have expected a picture of a young man 
standing in front of a mirror in his bathroom with a bewildered smirk on 
his face. Yet there he was, a duck-faced teenager staring at his bathroom 
mirror, smart phone in hand. What this had to do with how much he 
loved worshiping Jesus was a mystery to me. 
 
This Is Our World 
This is the world in which we live, the world of the selfie. The world 
where people take something that is not about them and make it about 
them through the lens of their camera. 
Grown men pose with their best “Blue Steel” smolder while the tip of 
Paris’s breath-taking Eiffel Tower protrudes from the side of their heads 
like a tiny, awkwardly placed steel horn. 
Teenage girls attempt their cutest look while a singular stone column of 
Rome’s ancient, awe-inspiring Colosseum is barely visible in the 
background. 
We are not seeing the world through their eyes so much as seeing their 
eyes blocking the world. 
Maybe I am alone here, but I would much rather see a picture of Niagara 
Falls than a face obstructing my view of it. Niagara Falls is not about us. 
It is majestic. It demands the full frame for viewers to feel even just a 
little taste of the awe of something grander than themselves. 

….Continued on Page Two 
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Selfie-Type Worship 
This is exactly what we are doing when we attempt to make corporate worship about us. Our 
sinful hearts want to fill up the frame of God’s glory with our faces. Our flesh wants to distract 
us from the infinite worth of a holy God who has invited us into his presence to behold him and 
be made like him. This selfie type of worship constantly tries to infiltrate our churches, causing 
us to value sentiment over substance, emotional hype over emotional health, or musical 
preference over meaningful proclamation. 
When the content of our songs and prayers are saturated with me-centered themes and 
thoughts, we are buying into the lie that worship is about us. To be sure, our faces are in the 
frame, but they are a speck of sand on the beach of a vast ocean of beauty and holiness. To 
focus on the speck would be silly, if not outright madness. 
 
God-Focused Worship 
When we gather for corporate worship, we are ascribing worth to the only worthy one, and 
lifting him to the place where he alone belongs, on the throne of our hearts. 
As we do this, he is with us in a very real way. This is not a hypothetical situation — God is with 
us. There is no greater privilege on earth for the redeemed and adopted family of God than 
getting to stand in the presence of God and worship him in Spirit and truth through his Son. 
In doing so, we are building up and encouraging one another, reminding our own hearts of who 
God is and what he has done, and proclaiming it to a world that desperately needs to see him 
for who he is. This is neither done by singing about ourselves, nor obsessing over our 
preferential feelings. 
 
He Must Increase 
If we are going to learn to worship in a selfie world, we must continually look beyond our 
musical preferences, sentimental nostalgia, and contextual idealism, in order to gaze with 
wonder and awe at the character and acts of our mighty King and Savior. 
We must saturate our services and songs with [scripture] and wonder at his wisdom, will, 
wealth, works, and ways. He is the God who created planets and stars, and he holds them all in 
his hands. He made electrons and protons, atoms and elements, gravity and inertia. Everything 
that has been made was made by him and through him, and before any of its foundation was 
laid, he chose to redeem and adopt us in Christ. This is too massive to be minimized with me-
centeredness. 
May we all resist the temptation to fill the frame with our face, but rather fill our minds with 
his eternal glory, and never stop repeating the refrain of John 3:30: 
 
“He must increase. I must decrease.” 
“He must increase. I must decrease.” 
“He must increase. I must decrease.”  
 
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/worship-in-a-selfie-world 

Pastor’s Message Continued from Page 1... 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/worship-in-a-selfie-world
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

 
• Labor Day, September 5, 2016  
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2016  
• National Grandparents Day, September 11, 2016  
• Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15-October 15, 2016  
• First day of autumn, September 22, 2016 

United Methodist Women (UMW)  Update… 
 
Our next meeting will be on September 9, at noon at the church.  A soup 
or dessert, coffee and tea will be provided.  Please bring a sandwich for 
yourself. All women of the church are welcome. Please join us.!  
 
UMW meets the second Friday of every month, September through June.  
If you have any ideas for programs you would like to see presented at 
these meetings, please let Sylvia Mitchell know.   
 

Prayer Chain note from Mary Jamison… 
 
If you have an urgent prayer chain request, please call Mary (387-6474) as well 
as emailing her as she may not always be able to check her email often.   
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Notes from the Loft: 
Submitted by Jack and Francine Darling 
 
We hope that your summer has been going well.  We have been 
watering our garden a lot -- probably you have too.  
 

We are looking forward to an exciting and musically fun year with the choir and the bell 
choir.  Thank you to everyone in both choirs for your wonderful support and participation last 
year.  A big thank you as well to Meg Gaige and Debby Pfausch for filling in when needed 
while we were away.  
 
Remember, we are always, always looking for new members for both choirs. Please keep this 
in mind and if you know of anyone with any interest please let us know. We will be sending 
out information soon as to when we will resume rehearsals and service performances for the 
Fall.   
 

Mary's Garden 
Submitted by Pat Love 
 
Mary's Garden was dedicated to Mary Jamison, 
a woman who embodies the characteristics of 
Christianity. I see her as patient, accepting & 
encouraging, loving and steadfast in her faith. I 
felt humbled by her trust, in taking the 
responsibility for that small plot and will strive 
to nourish the plants, as Mary has nourished so 
many within our church. 
 
Mary's Garden represents the love and dedication of many.  Ron Myers faithfully helped with 
the painting and carpentry work needed on the little church replica.  The trustees hammered 
and replaced the supporting beams. My good friend Paula Austic, helped  with weeding and 
mulching. Don and Darlene Schlather, donated the petunias, to brighten the spot and Dave 
Gell and his assistant-Heather, rebuilt and painted the "Mary's Garden" sign. Thanks to many 
others who have and/or will donate flowers of love and dedication to this garden. 
 
Thank you Mary for your years of discipleship within our church and for the beautiful garden 

you have planted. 

Editor’s Note:  Thanks Pat for all your hard work!   
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Veteran’s Breakfast Reminder... 
Submitted by Meg Gaige 
 
Our 3rd Annual Veterans’ Breakfast is only a few short 
months away, but we hope you’ve saved the date on your 
calendar and will continue to spread the word around our 
communities so we can serve even more people this year. 
We are planning to step up our marketing efforts, hoping to 
have an article in the Free Press, and maybe some space on 
the Ithaca Voice. Still, word of mouth is the most compelling 
form of advertising! Talk it up! 
 
All Veterans and Active Military Personnel and their loved ones are invited to join the TUMC 
family for a complimentary breakfast at the American Legion on Sunday, November 6, 2016 
from 8 AM- 11 AM. The Legion serves a delicious breakfast buffet, and of course there is 
bottomless coffee, too. We will be present to serve the buffet, top off coffee, host tables, and 
just be our friendly selves as we visit with and thank those who have made this selfless commit-
ment of service. 
 
Instead of worshipping in our TUMC sanctuary that morning, we will be praising God with our 
hands, feet, and hearts as we offer this meal. However, please plan to join us for a brief service 
in the Legion at 11 AM immediately after the breakfast. Eric Hallman will share a message, there 
will be singing, a quiet time for a military roll call, and the blessing of hearing “Taps.” 
 
Watch for sign-up posters early this fall in our Fellowship Hall where you can volunteer to help 
out, as well as RSVP for your own complimentary breakfast. 
 
Committee: Bill Grove, Mary Ochs, Tara Hallman, Nancy Irish, Monica Pritchard, Lanny Joyce, 
Meg Gaige 
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 Save the Date…..December 3, 2016……  
31st  Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon!  
Submitted by Judi Eastburn  
 
It’s never too early to think about the bazaar, work for this runs pretty much year around! It is 
our biggest fundraiser!  
 
This year’s key components thus far are, the always marvelous Soup, Salad & Bread lunch, 
which runs from 11:00 a.m. – 2 p.m., Grandma’s Corner returns, the RADA cutlery table by 
the UMW, and of course our wonderful baked goods table and all our crafts!  We will not be 
doing the jewelry or the service-to-go tables this year.  If anyone has any ideas for some new 
areas, please let one of the organizers know soon.   
 
What we need everyone to be thinking about and help us with at this time are:  
*    Good quality items for Grandma’s corner, please contact Kay Cooke or Ronda Ketcham if   

you have items you would like to donate now, they will be happy to take them off your 
hands.   

 Jams, jellies, pickles, tis the season for canning, why not make a few extras for the bazaar?  

 Crafts, we are always looking for crafts (sewn/quilted items, wood crafting items, dolls, 
wreaths) (put on your thinking caps, I’m sure you all have some great ideas!) to sell at the 
bazaar, people come to us just to see the 
wonderful items we make and they buy 
many of them!  
 

* Note that there will be a designated room 
(The last Sunday school room on your right) for 
leaving items that you may wish to drop off. 
We ask that you designate on the items which 
table they are for and your name in case we 
need to ask any questions about the items.  
 
Any ideas you might have for our bazaar, please 

pass them along to Mary Jamison, Peg Benham 

or Judi Eastburn. We so much appreciate all 

that the congregation does to make this event 

such a success! 
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 Trustee Update 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 
 
Where has the summer gone.  This is Judi’s September newsletter, and I’m sure few of us 
are ready for a change of seasons (although a bit of cool air would be nice!).  Lately, we have 
gotten a few rain showers, which helps the grass grow.  We haven’t had many church lawn 
mowing sign-ups lately.  Like our own lawns, the church lawn will need to be mowed until 
mid-October.  If you have an hour to spare in a week to come, please consider signing up to 
mow.  Thanks to all who have mowed up to now.  Thanks to all of you who sign up for the 
rest of the season! 
 
Many of you are likely wondering how the Verizon cell antenna installation is coming.  It is 
not easy to see the progress, but you may have noticed that the scaffold in the front 
entrance came down in late July.  The antenna installation will occur soon.  The project has 
been slowed because the new fiberglass louvers for the tower have taken longer to 
manufacture than expected.  Work has progressed well in the basement.  The 
communications room has been totally redone and air conditioning has been installed to 
keep the equipment cool.  The standby generator is in and a protective fence is being 
constructed around it.  They will soon test the generator and then begin to exercise it for an 
hour each week.   A new electric service will soon be installed for the Verizon system.  
Verizon will also tie both of our sump pumps to the generator circuit.  If we ever have a 
flooding episode during a power outage, our sump pumps will operate.  Jim Herschell, the 
Verizon construction manager, is going to give us an update on a completion date as soon as 
he gets word that the new louvers are done.  Soon, we will have much better cell service in 
Trumansburg, and we are a part of that!   
 

Fall Barbecue and Pie Sale! 
September 17th! 

Mark your calendars for the fall chicken barbecue and pie sale.  It is set for Saturday, 

September 17th and we hope for an early sell-out crowd.  If you have a strong desire to 

gather around the barbecue pit and tell tall tales with a bunch of folks that smell like 

chicken flavored smoke, then come on out to help.  We can also use help selling out front 

and transporting chicken from the pit to the sales table.  (As an added attraction, we always 

have donuts!)  We welcome one and all to help with this meaningful and fun event.  If you 

are unable to help, that’s okay – just buy some chicken and pie!  See you on the 17th!! 

Editor’s Note:  YUM!! 
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A Milestone – 95 years in 2017 

Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson 
 
It is hard to believe, that in 2017, this church will be celebrating 95 years of community 
fellowship through the New Year’s Day Dinner. This special event is enjoyed by many people 
from Trumansburg, Ithaca, Elmira and other communities that surround us.  Over the past few 
years, the dinner has had its ups and downs. Volunteers are getting older and many are tired 
of handling the brunt of the work. At our “after” dinner meeting, the committee decided to 
change the way the dinner will be handled. Also, some key people have decided to “retire” 
after this dinner.  
 
Due to fewer helpers in the dining room, the committee felt that a buffet would require fewer 
servers and hopefully serve the people faster. However, this does not mean that volunteers 
will not be needed. Because it is our 95th year, we will be doing more advertising to highlight 
that fact. Being our 95th Anniversary, and being a buffet, we may have more people coming to 
the dinner. Which means, more food ingredients to solicit and more turkeys to cook and more 
pies to be made!   Also, a third meat carver will be needed as well as more roasters will be 
needed to cook the squash. Our stove will be used to its maximum. The committee will be 
looking at alternative means to cook some of the food.  
 
Last year, we asked you to donate turkeys for the dinner, due to the increase in cost of 
poultry. Eight people responded to my asking and I am hoping that more individuals would do 
the same. Our goal is to have 14 turkeys, which is 4 more than usual.  And as stated above, we 
will be increasing all of our ingredients.  
 
We will still have carry-outs and we do not plan to increase the cost of the dinner. This has 
been a tough year for farmers and the committee is always conscious of people on fixed 
incomes.  
 
The bottom line is this: In order for this dinner to continue, more people will need to step up 
to the plate. The dinner cannot be done with fewer people. Last year, many of the volunteers 
were moved around to accommodate the need in other areas at certain times.  But the reality 
is: without the help of this congregation, another fundraiser may go down the tubes! This 
church cannot sustain itself on just tithing. Fundraising is an important part of this church. But 
in order to do fundraising, we need people to help!  
I want ALL OF YOU to think about this. Ask yourself this: “Do I want to help out at this dinner 
for the first time? OR Do I want to face up to the fact that this maybe the last New Year’s Day 
Dinner in this church? OR What will the church do without this dinner? 
The committee is always willing to listen to any suggestions you may have for this dinner. We 
are not Ithaca, we cannot do this dinner for free and/or for a good will offering.  
Please consider all that I have mentioned above.  
 
Thanks to all who have given their time and dedication in helping to make the past 95 years 

such a success. 
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Trumansburg Food Pantry Volunteers 
Needed! 

August and September 2016 
Submitted by Peg Benham 
 
The Food Pantry looks to the members of the area churches 
to take turns providing the volunteers to work at the free 
food distributions which are held at TUMC every other 
Monday.  August and September have been assigned to our 
church and your help is greatly needed.   
 
We have three distributions in August and two in September: August 1st, 15th and 29th and 
September  12th  and 26th.  Volunteers are needed from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm to help set up 
tables, carry food from the basement, repackage food, work behind the tables during the actual 
distribution (12:45 – 2:15) and clean up Fellowship Hall after the distribution.  We also need 
someone with a truck to pick up groceries and milk from the Shur Save (contact Dot Manheim 
for details), deliver boxes to Juniper Manor and take cardboard to the Shur Save for recycling.  
We also need 2 people for the evening distribution, 5:15-6:15 pm (great opportunity for a 
family to help out).  We are currently serving 20-25 families at the evening distribution.   
 
Our church must handle the Emergency Kitchen Cupboard for both months.  We need 3 or 4 
people to man the Hot Line for calls for emergency food.  This entails checking phone 
messages, setting up appointments, and being at the church to distribute the food for those 
who call, usually only one or two families during the two months.  This service is provided for 
families who are in crisis because they have little or nothing left in their cupboards.    
  
There will be a sign up sheet next to the coffee hour calendar, listing the various jobs that need 
to be filled.  Please open your hearts and give a helping hand for this worthwhile ministry.  If 
you are unable to volunteer to work, remember your donations are greatly appreciated.  If you 
can’t get to church to sign up or have any questions, please call Peg Benham (387-6980) or Dot 
Manheim (387-6028).  So, mark your calendars, August 1st, 15th and 29th and September 12th 
and 26th!   Thank you and God bless you for helping.   
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A Nearby Vacation 

Submitted by Marge Lener 
 
Last year, I wrote about a simple vacation up in Northern 
Vermont – a really beautiful area with wildlife and 
mountains and lakes, but a long drive from Trumansburg.   
 
This time I want to describe a beautiful riverside location 
– only about 3 hours away and beautiful in an entirely 
different way.  I am writing about Cape Vincent, located 
on the New York side of the St. Lawrence River, where 
you actually can see Russia (OOPS), Canada, from your 
window!  The most popular highlight is the Tibbetts Point 
Lighthouse, (which is also a location for a hostel), but 
there are art galleries, shops (of course), a fisheries 
station, great bicycling, fishing, relaxing, and watching not 
only a variety of boats, but also iron ore ships headed to 
and from Duluth, Minnesota (These are humongous!).   
 
In case this isn’t enough, there is a free ferry to Kingston Ontario, Canada (which is interesting 
enough for another vacation column).   
 
I also must mention a very friendly congregation at their United Methodist Church of Cape Vincent, 
and, being me – last, but not least, the library, which has not only a very good Children’s Room and 
an excellent selection of new books, but also houses a gorgeous deck on which to read or relax.   
 
On the very outside chance that I missed something, more information can be found on the 
internet at www.capevincent.org.   
 
PLEASE, do yourself a favor and try Cape Vincent on for size.  Unless your favorite things are noise 
and crowds, you’ll find it a perfect fit!! 

Tibbetts Lighthouse 

Editor’s Notes… 
 
Fall is approaching and lots of events ahead for our church as you will see in this issue.  I hope 
you all had a wonderful summer and had some great vacations too.  I am still looking for more 
of those vacation stories if anyone feels like sharing.  We had a great beach vacation and hope 
to spend time in Santa Fe in late September with our kids/grandkids.  I may be looking at some 
major surgery sometime in October but it will be a good surgery, one to correct a lot of what 
went bad in January 2015..  It could mean a bit of a switch in the newsletter schedule but will 
try to keep you informed as time goes on.   
Hope you all enjoy this issue packed with lots of news………… 
Until next time……………………………..   

http://www.capevincent.org
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28th Annual Tom Lange Memorial CROP Hunger Walk 
 

CROP  |  Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty 
Sponsored by Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) 

 
-  neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger  - 

 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 
 

Starting Place and Host Church 
Trumansburg United Methodist Church 

Corner of South and Main 
 

Walkers register – 1:45 PM 
Walk begins – 2:00 PM 

 
Last year the Trumansburg Walk collected over $8,785; and 25% of that total was given to the 
Trumansburg Food Pantry.  The rest went to national and international programs. 

 
Community members of all ages and faiths come together to step out for neighbors close 
to home and throughout the world in need of food programs and clean water! 
 
You can also find the Trumansburg Walk at http://www.crophungerwalk.org  to donate or 
register on-line. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org
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