
October Sunday School Syllabus 
 

Reminder, John Wesley wrote in a different culture with different cultural 
norms. As we studied in September, Methodist values encourage the use 
of one’s God given intellect and wisdom. Please consider and approach 

dated references and norms carefully. 
 
October 4, 2020: “Earn all you can, Save all you can, Give all you can” 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Essay: “John Wesley on Stewardship” by Dr. Sarah Heaner Lancaster 
In “A Year with John Wesley and Our Methodist Values,” pg. 47 
 

“But, in the present state of mankind, [money] is an excellent gift of God, answering the noblest 
ends. In the hands of his children, it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirst, raiment for the 
naked: it gives to the traveller and the stranger where to lay his head… We may be a defense 
for the oppressed, a means of health to the sick, of ease to those that are in pain; it may be as 
eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame: yea, a lifter up from the gates of death!” 

~John Wesley, “The Use of Money” 
 
October 11, 2020: “The Use of Money” 
 
Scripture: Matthew 19:16-30 
 
Sermon: “The Use of Money” by John Wesley 
In any collection of John Wesley’s Sermons under “Sermon 50: The Use of Money,” or here 
 

“Do you that possess more than food and raiment ask, ‘What shall we do? Shall we throw into 
the sea what God hath given us?’ God forbid that you should: it is an excellent talent: It may be 
employed much to the glory of God. Your way lies plain before your face; if you have courage, 
walk in it. Having gained, in a right-sense, all you can, and saved all you can; in spite of nature, 
and custom, and worldly prudence, give all you can.” 

—John Wesley, “The Danger of RIches” 
(Underlines mark John Wesley’s italicizing) 

 
  

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/gbod-assets/generic/Use-Of-Money.pdf


October 18, 2020: “Stewardship and Celebration” 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9 
 
Essay: “October: A Time to Grow in Stewardship and Generosity” by Bishop Coyner 
In “A Year with John Wesley and Our Methodist Values,” pg. 49 
 

“Whosoever has food to eat, and raiment to put on, with something over, is rich. Whoever has 
the necessaries and conveniences of life for himself and his family, and a little to spare for them 
that have not, is properly a rich man; unless he is a miser, a lover of money, one that hoards up 
what he can and ought to give to the poor. For if so, he is a poor man still, though he has 
millions in the bank; yea, he is the poorest of men…” 

—John Wesley, “Danger of Increasing Riches” 
 
October 25, 2020: “Purity of Intention” 
 
Scripture: Matthew 6:19-24 
 
Sermon: “Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount” Discourse VIII” by John Wesley 
In any collection of John Wesley’s sermon under “Sermon 28: Upon our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount: 
Discourse 8” or here. 
 

“All is good or bad, because all our time, as everything we have, is not our own. All these are... 
the property of another; of God our Creator.” 

—John Wesley, “The Good Steward” 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-28-upon-our-lords-sermon-on-the-mount-discourse-eight/

