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The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM on Zoom  
 

October 2020 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear friends, 
 
October is my favorite month of the year! I love a lot of the history and 
folklore that surrounds the season. I enjoy folk stories and this season is 
full of interesting stories. I especially enjoy the theologically 
questionable tale of “Stingy Jack.” In that story, Jack is a trickster that 
deceives the devil a number of times and eventually forces the devil to 
renounce any claim on his soul. The story says that residents of heaven 
are less than amused at Jack’s unsavory and shady antics. Jack’s sordid 
nature causes him to be banned from heaven. Consequently, Stingy Jack 
is forced to wander the earth carrying a turnip carved into a lantern as 
someone unwelcome in heaven or hell. After these events, people of 
Irish descent began to carve turnips, beets, and pumpkins to scare away 
both Jack and other sordid spirits in Ireland, England, and the Americas 
respectively. 
 
The tradition of carving faces into root vegetables and other squash in 
order to serve as lanterns that scare away evil is an interesting concept. 
We might find the idea laughable, but the concept of light driving away 
evil is an old idea. In the scriptures, Christ is described as the “light of 
the world” which the darkness seeks to overcome in the beginning of 
the Gospel of John. In the ninth chapter of Isaiah it is proclaimed that a 
great light will shine on a people living in darkness. The theological idea 
of light being connected to the holiness of God is older than Christianity 
itself!  
 
On All Hallow’s Eve, regardless of the pandemic, many candles will share 
their happy light. The light will pour out of carved smiling faces. I invite 
all of us to learn from those pumpkins. Let’s let God’s light fill us and 
shine forth into the world. Let’s invite the Holy Spirit to fill us with 
“tongues as of fire” and let’s share God’s blessing with everyone we 
meet. The “Light of the World” is a light we can share year round and 
that’s definitely not scary! 
 
In Christ, 
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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“Endure trials for the sake of discipline... Now, discipline always seems painful rather than 
pleasant at the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 
 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight 
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 
 

Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to 
it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springs up and 
causes trouble, and through it many become defiled.” 

~Hebrews 12:7a,11-15, NRSV 
 

 On the third of November, there will be an election in the nation in which our church is located. 
For many individuals, this election has been a source of tension, fear, and concern. This election will 
affect not only the next four years of our nation, but likely the subsequent years to come. 
 Even with this election looming before us, the question we face today is the same question that we 
faced yesterday. “How will we live out our lives today?” Jesus taught that each day has enough 
trouble without taking on the troubles of tomorrow. Even in an election year, the biggest question we 
face daily is the question of how we will spend our time. 
 The author of Hebrews knew that life would be full of trials. Even in the midst of a world of trials, 
the letter invited Christians to run the race of their lives with vigor and focus. The church was invited 
to throw off every hindrance and to discard every weight that might slow their pace. The author of 
Hebrews invited the people to accept their challenge and run. 
 Let us be clear: many of us are stressed about this election. Many of us are concerned about our 
world, our nation, and our future. Many of us are passionate about what we believe should happen 
on the third of November. Some of us are working ourselves up into a frenzy over the subject!   
 After every vote is cast, the next day will dawn regardless of who is elected. We will wake up on 
the day that the election is finally resolved and have to answer a simple question. What question will 
we have to answer? We must answer the question of how we will live out our lives. No matter who is 
elected, the next day will come and we will have to choose how we live. 
 The author of Hebrews tells us that there will be times when we face trials and difficulties. This 
November may test the patience and character of many people. We will have to learn how we will 
live with the results of what will happen on the third of November. We will have to learn how to live 
in a nation governed by a system that makes some people feel like victors while others feel like 
losers. 
 How should we prepare for those difficult moments? The advice in Hebrews seems sound: pursue 
peace with everyone, do not let bitterness take root, and seek out a holy life. In the best of 
circumstances where we can see a bright future, with this goal in mind we can go forward peacefully 
with others, without bitterness, and with holiness in our hearts. Even if everything goes wrong and 
we believe that we face the worst of circumstances, with this goal in mind we can go forward 
peacefully with others, without bitterness, and with holiness in our hearts. With God’s help, 
regardless of what happens, we can face the future with peace, a lack of bitterness, and with holy 
lives. 
 I invite you to spend this October seeking peace, uprooting the weeds of bitterness, and looking 
towards God. November will have enough trouble. We can only choose how we live today, so let ’s 
run our race seeking God with peace and without bitterness.  

More thoughts from Pastor Rob... 



  Page 3  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

• Pastor Appreciation Month 
• World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2020 
• Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2020 
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2020 

  

Thank you, Church Family!  One has 

no idea of the love and care that 

surrounds each of us until we 

experience a great loss.  I am 

reminded of Romans 12:5   “So in 

Christ we who are many form one 

body, and each member belongs to all the others. “  You 

have helped us feel God’s love surrounding us in 

innumerable ways.  Marvin felt it, too.  We thank God for 

His blessing through each of you.  We rejoice that Marvin 

Alva Mitterer has “graduated” to eternal love and 

purpose.  You have fulfilled God’s greatest commandment 

– LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  May you feel God’s blessings, too.   

 

     Sincerely, 

     Ellen, Lee and Kent Mitterer 

Feeling down?  Need a lift?  Need to hear a friendly 
voice?     Call the Good Word, (607) 387-8202  
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Crop Walk 2020  
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 
Now more than ever, people need help feeding their families. You can help! Sign up to walk 
online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny/TUMC  and collect donations 
from family and friends. Donate either online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
trumansburgny/Maymay or send a check written to CWS/CROP to Ronda Ketcham, 105 
Tamarack Lane, Trumansburg, NY 14886.  A full 25% of funds collected stays in our 
community for hunger relief (food pantry).  Please consider increasing your donation this 
year. I have included some ideas below to help increase your giving. You can phone me at 
(607)) 387-4369 with questions or to share your stories of growing in generosity.  
 
Crop Walk Generosity Challenge 
 
What works for you? 
Are you looking for opportunities to be more generous? Are you struggling to find the means 
to provide help to those in need of life's basics? I want to be more generous. So, for the next 
few weeks leading to the Crop Walk 2020, I plan to drink tap water instead of seltzer or soda. 
The money I save from this will go towards my Crop Walk donation. And, if I do slip up and 
drink a soda or seltzer, I will add an additional $1.00 per drink to my donation. What can you 
do to increase your donation? 
 
What, no vacation? 
So many of our daily activities and plans for fun have changed due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
For many folks, the $$ to pay for essentials, like food, has been hard to find. We can help. 
Think about how much money you would have spent on vacation. Take a percentage of that 
$ figure and add it to your donation to Crop Walk 2020.  
 
Recreational shopping? 
Love to hit the mall or any other store? My favorites are Michael's, JoAnn's and TJ Maxx. 
What are yours? Have you noticed that you are making fewer trips there? (I hope you are not 
making up for it with online recreational shopping.) Perhaps you are noticing a higher 
checking account balance? Now is your chance to spend some of that money you have saved. 
Yes, write a bigger check for Crop Walk 2020. Not sure how much to give?  Pray. Talk with 
friends. Make it big!! 
 
Garden full? Pantry full? Freezer full too? 
For the next few weeks, prepare and eat the food from your garden, pantry and freezer, 
rather than shopping for more ingredients. (Personally, this is one I need to work on.) Need 
creative help? Look up recipes online. Order a recipe book from the library and enjoy the nice 
pictures while getting excited about new recipes. Even one less trip for groceries can save 
you big $$. That's more money to donate to Crop Walk 2020! Yay!! 
 

Cont’d on Page 5... 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny/TUMC
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny/Maymay
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny/Maymay
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Like challenges? 
A low-income family of 2 is eligible for about $350 monthly in SNAP benefits (sometimes 
called food stamps). For one week, try providing meals on just $87 for the week. (no fair 
using food already in the house). It won't be easy. ( I have not chosen a week yet, but intend 
to and will report back to you on my success, or lack thereof.) Then, look at your budget and 
figure out how much you usually spend on food/groceries in a week. So, for this week, the 
amount you saved by spending only $87, or close to it, can be added to your 2020 Crop Walk 
donation amount.  
 
It adds up!! 
Whether you choose just one idea from the last several weeks, or accept all of the 
challenges, the money you donate to Crop Walk 2020, will make a difference. I look forward 
to hearing your stories of success or at least trying to make these changes. You may even 
enjoy them so much that you continue with some of them. After 
all, you can give generously year round, not just for Crop Walk! 
 
God's blessings on you, 
Ronda Ketcham 
CROP walk coordinator, TUMC 

Note from the Choir Loft... 
 
Hello everyone. 
 
At long last we have something to contribute both to the newsletter and to the 
Sunday services.  With many thanks to Pastor Rob and our very hardworking sound 
engineers, Roman and Kelly, we once again are able to participate in the worship 
service. We miss our church family and are glad to be able to connect with them in 
this way. As with everything else in this world today, it is pretty hard to predict what 
will happen next. This is a great step in the right direction for our church.  We hope 
that circumstances will allow us to see you in person sometime soon. 
 

 

Notice:  Our Zoom Tech Team is looking for a small 
computer table, approximately 24 X 36.  If you should 
have one you could donate, please let Kelly Brower 
know.   

...Cont’d from Page 4 
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A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson for the Trustees 
 
The Trustees met September 15th for the first time since March.  As always, there were many 
things to discuss, but it was a relief not to have to worry about church building repairs and 
updates.  We thank Cal Organ for keeping on top of parsonage issues as they come up.  A new 
refrigerator will be purchased because the existing unit is showing its age and has multiple 
shelves that are cracking and breaking.  The current refrigerator is also very small for a family 
of five.  The cost of new replacement shelves is about $300, and not considered to be a wise 
investment Thankfully, we have funds to cover the cost of a new refrigerator.  Thanks, Cal, for 
all your investigative work. 
 
We want to thank Jack and Alex Mitchell for taking care of the church lawn for the entire 
mowing season.  They have done a great job as a service to the church.  We are fortunate to 
have such dedicated volunteers. 
 
Because of COVID, we canceled our spring chicken barbecue.  We discussed holding a fall 
barbecue, but decided  to hold off until spring.  It would not be possible to have a pie sale this 
fall, and that is a major component of our barbecue profits.  I hope we don’t forget how to 
make the best chicken in Trumansburg. 
 
As we prepare to reopen the church in the near future, we will oversee the deep cleaning of 
the building as required by state guidelines.  We have not had any of our congregation come 
down with COVID as far as we know, so there is little chance of the virus lurking within our 
sanctuary.  But we will make sure that the building is fully disinfected and ready for social 
distanced occupation.  At the same time, our technology is being updated to provide a much 
better Zoom experience for those who are still concerned about attending services in the 
church. 
 
In the next few weeks we will be planning a fall cleanup around the exterior of the church.  We 
will announce a date and we welcome anyone who needs a few hours of outdoor work to 
overcome  months of self-isolation. 
 
Thank you everyone for your support of our wonderful church. 
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The fundraiser’s that couldn’t happen...pandemic 2020… 
Submitted by Judi Eastburn on behalf of Finance and Church Council 
 

At our last church council meeting, we started discussing what could be done to help the 
deficit in our budget from lack of our usual fall/winter fundraisers. Between the Bazaar, the 
New Year’s Day Dinner,  and our Chicken Barbecue & Pie sales, we will lose over $6,000 in 
revenue that helps pay our bills.  This money all goes into our general funds.  We are looking 
for inventive ideas of ways to perhaps safely either have some kind of fundraisers and/or 
donations to help bridge this gap in our budget.  These ideas will be discussed at our next 
Church Council meeting on October 13.  Of course any fundraiser will need a committee to 
head it up and workers to help.   
 

Here are a few ideas that have been so far proposed, just to give you some ideas to perhaps 
mull over and maybe come up with some of your own.  I know we have some very creative 
people in our congregation!  One idea was that people take the money they would usually 
have used to purchase ingredients for the NY dinner, make items and baked good for the 
bazaar and soups for the luncheon, etc., bake pies and donate to the pie sale, etc. and 
perhaps make a donation to the “Stay at Home Bazaar” (clever names invited).  Other 
suggestions include carry-out lunches.  Folks seem to love those lunches – soup and salads 
and breads, would need to have some sort of drive up, pick up; New Year’s Day Dinner, carry-
outs only, again need a designated place for pick up;  and have people solicit items to be 
made that would have been at the bazaar and they place their order with the specific person 
who makes them, money to be donated to church.   These are just a few ideas to get your 
creative juices rolling.  Please send ideas to “tumc@ottcmail.com”.   
 

Mark your calendars for October 13 at 7 PM on zoom (watch your e-news for the link)  if you 
would like to pitch an idea and/or hear what ideas are discussed.  We don’t have much time 
to get this rolling!   

Notes from the Editor… 
 

As I write this it is a very cool fall-like day even though fall does not officially start for another 
couple days.  I would like to again, on behalf of the finance committee, thank you for 
continuing to send in your pledges and offerings to help us continue to pay the bills.  It looks 
like you will be asked to continue mailing them in to the  church.  Even when we hopefully 
open soon, we will not be able to pass the plate, however there will be one on the way out, 
for you to drop off donations; but I know some of you may not be ready or able to worship in 
person yet.  It’s a difficult time for us all.   
 

As always, please let me know if there are things you would like to see in future issues, 
particularly  since we do not have our upcoming fall/winter activities to write up, etc.  Anyone 
have any interesting vacation stories?  Anyone get inventive on vacationing in a pandemic?  
Next time, I will put the remaining child photos, I hope; so far the issues just have not left the 
right amount of room to print them.  My hope for each of you is that you will stay safe, be 

happy and stay well!  Until next issue………    

mailto:tumc@ottcmail.com
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80 E. Main St. 
P.O. Box 628 
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Join our Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9:00 am and/ or 
Worship Service on Zoom Sundays at 10:15 am. To Join go to 
Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the front page to 
go to the zoom link for worship; or if you are viewing this on-
line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

