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Spiritual Harvest  

 

Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
 Parsonage phone:  

(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
279-4280 

Email:  jae2@cornell.edu 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs.  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  
School 

October 2019 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 

When God Speaks 
 
Do you listen? 
 
As a pastor, people sometimes share their struggles and problems with 
me. Recently, someone shared an issue that they were struggling with 
regarding another person. As it happens, I was dealing with exactly the 
same issue (with someone else). As I listened, it was as if they were 
describing my struggle. I gave a bit of advice, and listened to myself as I 
spoke.  
 
When this brief encounter was done, I said to myself, “WOW!” 
 
It was clear to me that God was at work, addressing me through the 
words of one of his children and, I guess, through my own words of 
advice. It was a profound experience. I began to wonder how many 
other times God had tried to speak to me, and I failed to notice.  
 
We ask God to give us guidance. But how many things pass us by 
without us seeing God in them?  
 
Are there things in your life or in your relationships that you want to 
change? My bet is that, if you think about it, you already know what 
you should do. Try this — pretend someone has come to you and asks 
for your advice about how to make the change that you want to see 
happen. What would you say to them? That voice just might be the 
whisper of God speaking to you and through you.  
 
You are wiser than you think you are. God is more active in your life 
and in this world than we think.  
 
Look! Listen! God is still speaking. 
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34th Annual 

Christmas Bazaar & Luncheon 
Saturday, December 7 

 

Christmas Bazaar  
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Homemade Soup, Salad & Bread Luncheon 
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

 

Are you thinking about making a few things to sell at the bazaar?  Are you looking through your 
tried-and-true recipes to see what you want to make for this year’s bake sale?  Are you Goog-
ling new soup recipes for the luncheon?  We are!   
 

If you have any questions, just give us a call.  Your enthusiasm is making this day happen, and 
we thank you for your support! 
 

Carol Grove, grove@ottcmail.com, 607-387-6128 
Ronda Ketcham, rondaketcham@gmail.com, 607-387-4369 

THANK YOU ALL!!       

        

 There are never enough words to let you know how much your 

prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and food meant, and still mean, 

during my recuperation and grieving for Al’s loss.  You are such a 

generous church family, and love how you constantly reach out and 

how much whatever you do has sustained me during this time, and will 

continue to in the weeks ahead.   Your help and prayers started some 

years ago, and I’ll always remember your lovingkindness towards Al 

and me.  

 

 Thank you, one and all, you too Rev. Jeff for your support.  May God 

bless you for the comfort and encouragement you bring to so many . 

 

Peace and much love, 

Mary Jamison 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

• World Communion Sunday, October 6, 2019  
• Laity Sunday, October 20, 2019 
• Reformation Sunday, October 27, 2019 
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2019 

 

Laity Sunday – October 20th  
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson 

History of Laity Sunday  

Methodism, in all its roots, has a long history celebrating and 
recognizing the ministry of the laity. 
 
In the early days of American Methodism, the laity served and maintained congregations between 
visits of the circuit riders. Today, lay people are the front line of daily ministry at the workplace, in 
the home and within the community. 
 
At Trumansburg TUMC, Laity Sunday is put together by the Lay Servants of this church. Members 
of the committee are: Judi Eastburn, Mary Louise Gallagher, Ronda Ketcham, Chris Kimball-
Peterson, Pat Love and Susan McCormick.   Laity Sunday is also where members of the 
congregation participate in making this service special.  
 
Please join us as we celebrate Laity Sunday on October 20th. 

Church Directory 
Getting It Ready for our New Pastor 

 
I’m starting to prepare an updated TUMC church family directory before the new 
pastor arrives. Do you have any changes? Are you in, but want to be out?  Are you 
out, but want to be in?  If you’ve misplaced your own copy, there’s a directory located 
in the Fellowship Hall by the phone that you could use as a reference, or just ask me 
what we have listed.  Please have all updates to me by November 1. 
 
Carol Grove  |  607-387-6128  |  grove@ottcmail.com 

mailto:grove@ottcmail.com
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Yard-Sale Wrap Up… 
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 

In the movie, “Field of Dreams” with Kevin Costner, the most well-known 
line is “if you build it, they will come”.  Costner’s character, Ray, had a love 
of baseball and a dream.  I don’t know if Ray had a God-given dream but, 
his dream came true after lots of hard work.   
 

I have never enjoyed having a yard sale.  But, like Costner’s Ray, I have a 
dream.  And, I saw an opportunity, with the help of several TUMC folks with a dream, to help 
our joint dream come true.  Not the dream of a baseball field, but our God-given dream of 
keeping TUMC alive and vibrant for years to come, or at least into 2020! The dream of sharing 
Christ’s love in our community and around the world.   
 

As many spent hours on our dream, I could not believe how many hours we spent.  So much 
stuff!  Seems like we priced non-stop and items for the yard sale just kept arriving at the 
church!  During these hours of pricing and planning, we laughed, shared and grew closer. Our 
shared dream gave us focus and purpose.  Maybe yard sales aren’t so bad after all.  So, even 
during the sale, we continued to price.  One very astute observation about our prices was true 
– we were priced to sell.  The vision of our Fellowship Hall filled with shoppers came true and 
the sale really brought people into the church.  We filled the hall with more stuff than we 
imagined and we sold enough of it, that the remains filled only 2 pick-up trucks.  Everything is 
back in order and we all worked hard for our dream.   
 

God honored our efforts by blessing us with over $1,600 in profit!  Thank-you Jesus!  Amen!   

Editor’s side story to the Yard Sale… 
 

Many of us had noticed this nice guitar that had been donated (I 
found out later) by Melissa Kolberg.  The guitar was beautiful and 
had attached a description and was priced at really great price, BUT 
the problem seemed to be that it was for a left-hander, and all that 
looked at it, including me, knew people we would love to purchase it 
for, but they were all right-handers.  Many of us were hoping 
someone would get this precious guitar.   
 

Lo and behold, about mid-morning as I was helping at the cashier 
table, up comes a man and his son with this guitar.  I exclaimed, I 
was so glad someone had gotten the guitar and the man went on to 
explain that they were just passing through on a bit of a road trip  
and decided to take a look at our yard sale.  His left-handed son had 
spied this guitar.  I quickly grabbed my phone and asked his son if he 
would mind my taking his photo.  He was so excited and as I took 
this photo I told him I wanted his autograph when he became 
famous and thus the smile.  Such a cutie!   
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Hey, New Year’s will soon be here!  
Submitted by Chris-Kimball Peterson 
 
Can you eat more turkey? That’s what I ask when I have Thanksgiving 
at my house. Dick is usually the one that says, “There’s always room 
for more turkey!” But after a few days of leftover turkey, does anyone 
want more turkey? The answer to that is “Yes”!  
 
The New Year’s Day turkey dinner is just how your New Year’s should begin. Turkey, with real 
mashed potatoes, great gravy, wonderful stuffing, homemade cole slaw, squash, cranberry 
orange relish, pickled beets, rolls and those wonderful and delicious homemade pies is just 
the perfect way to start off the year. So — you delay your New Year resolution of going on a 
diet until January 2nd— who will know?  
 
After 97 years of great, hot food, the 98th New Year’s Day Dinner will be just as good as all the 
previous ones. This dinner has not increased in price for over 10 years! Unlike all the food 
places in the area. We are proud to provide this dinner to our community for $9 for adults, 
children 5-12 $4.50, and children under 5 are free.  
 
Take-out dinners play a big part of this dinner. It’s what I call the “iffy” equation. In the last 10 
years our take-outs have increased to over 100 take-outs/year!  The price is the same and the 
dinners are delivered hot and tasty. Our take-out supervisor, Mary Louise Gallagher and her 
experienced team try very hard to make sure the take-outs are ready on time.  Just call 387-
4990 and leave your name and phone and I will get back to you. If you want to do it via e-
mail, it’s clkp329@aol.com. Either way your takeout will be delivered to your front door. If 
you forget, you can always call on January 1, at the church 387-9024, until 10 am to order 
your take-out.  
 
In the upcoming weeks, members of the congregation will be asked to either donate a turkey 
or ingredients for the dinner. You can also provide a monetary donation toward the price of a 
turkey or ingredients. Some of you may be personally asked to bake pies. Those Methodist 
pies are the “crown jewels” of this dinner. No one has EVER complained about those 
wonderful pies baked by Methodist ladies! Please check the weekly church bulletin, this 
newsletter and the e-news for updates on the dinner.  
 

So…please continue to support this dinner, which is a long-standing 
tradition, that we do for our community. Let’s continue this dinner with 
open minds, open hearts and open our doors wide to the people in our 
area. 
 

Thank You! 

mailto:clkp329@aol.com
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Oct 13. 2019 Crop Walk News... 
Submitted by Pat Love 
 
What do you take for granted -- family, shelter, food, safety?  These 
are all challenges in communities around our world!  We are thankful 
for the good fortune we have in Trumansburg, but we seek ways to 
“give back” or share our wealth. 
 

Here is an opportunity allowing each of us to help others. “CROP HUNGER walks have 
helped address issues of health and poverty locally and around the world for 50 years”.  
(Check the map with multiple countries noted on a poster in the coffee area).  In Argentina, 
work is being done to build & store rainwater.  In Guatemala, women are building 
greenhouses.  In Serbia, CROP WALK money is helping operate shelters for “at risk” children 
on the streets!  25% of the funds raised, help our local Food pantries! 
 

Plan to walk on Sunday 10/13/2019 leaving from the Presbyterian church (sign up: 1:30, 
walk at 2:00).  If you can’t walk, sponsor a walker (checks payable to CWS/CROP). You can 
also make a direct donation at www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny .  Pat Love (607-
387-5980) & Julie Messenger are hosting this year’s walk. Let us know if you want to help at 
the sign-in table or bake!! Let’s have fun while helping others! 

2019 Breakfast fully funded, ready to go! 
Submitted by Meg Gaige 
 

If we had any doubt (and frankly, we didn’t!) about your commitment 
to, and loving support of, our Annual Veterans Breakfast, that was all 
blown out of the water when Bill tallied up the Noisy Offering gathered 
on Sept. 8. On that day ALONE, we took in $687.35 (and it’s still coming in)!!! Thank you, 
thank you, thank you. 
 

Now we turn to filling all the volunteer positions for the morning of Sunday, November 10. 
It’s a joyful opportunity to serve our Veterans, Active Military and their loved ones. There’s 
the delicious breakfast buffet, the bottomless coffee, quiet time for worship and a roll call, 
and the chance to thank our guests for their acts of sacrifice and service. Further, is there 
anything more moving than hearing “Taps?” Watch for a sign-up poster in the Fellowship Hall 
in October. 
 

Meanwhile, talk it up and let’s see if we can continue to grow this event!! 
 

Thanks in advance to Carol Grove for her expert advertising, to Bill Grove for interfacing with 
the Legion crew, to Nancy Irish for printing up our nametags, and to ALL who will work in the 
kitchen and dining room on the morning of the event!! 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny
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A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 
 

 Summer is over and our brick and window repairs will be completed soon.  What 
incredible accomplishments have been made over the past few years thanks to a generous and 
caring congregation.  We are as anxious as all of you to see the windows back in place in all of 
their colorful glory.  The bell tower interior brick repairs will also be done by the end of 
September, which means all of the brickwork has been refurbished.  Such good news for our 
wonderful church building. 
 

 I’m sure you all have noticed that our church lawn has been well taken care of this summer.  
It hasn’t been easy working around the exterior repairs and the deep ruts left by heavy lifts used 
for brick work and window removal.  Whenever you see Jack and Alex Mitchell, please thank 
them for a job well done.  We sincerely appreciate their dedicated care.   
 

 Church keys:  As happens often, we are currently out of church keys, and we have need of a 
few to provide to new people who need access to the building.  We will get some new keys 
made, but if any of you have a key that you no longer need, please turn it in at the office so we 
can pass it on to someone else.  That will save us money since these keys are expensive.  Thank 
you! 
 

 Parking lot:  We recently had the church parking lot sealed and new lines painted.  We also 
added “No Parking” at the entrance of the parking lot.  Often, there are cars parked in front of 
the entrance, which makes it very difficult for people to see on-coming traffic as they exit the 
parking lot.  We understand that parking is at a premium in our small lot, but please try not to 
encroach on the entrance as you park for church services and meetings.  Thanks for your 
cooperation. 
 

 Chicken Barbecue and pie sale:  Our fall chicken barbecue and pie sale will be held on 

October 5th.  Pies will go on sale at 9 AM and chicken will be ready at 11 AM (if all goes well!!).  

We are partnering with the big vendor sale at the Presbyterian Church.  They plan to purchase 

chicken halves for their vendors, so we have sales already.  We anticipate that the chicken will 

sell quickly.  Don’t miss out!! 

Sneak peak at our new Pastor?... 
 
This reporter was able to get a quick shot of what may be our 
new pastor practicing this past Sunday morning before our 
regular service.  I’m thinking if he makes it past Thanksgiving, 
he is all set and safe for a few months.  Sure hope he doesn’t 
find himself at the New Years dinner on a platter!   

Hope you all have a great fall………..until next time…   
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Mission & Outreach News & Notes... 
Submitted by Carol Grove 
 
Are you familiar with the Mission & Outreach group?  I often hear folks say that, “maybe Mission 
& Outreach could do this or that,” but what is this group really about?   
 
They have supported Second Wind Cottages:  a “not-for-profit organization that provides a place 
where homeless men can find a safe home in a beautiful setting with a supportive environment, 
and they can learn the life skills necessary to reintegrate into society.”  We’re hoping to have a 
Second Wind Cottages representative visit in the near future to tell us more about the 
program.  Or Google “Second Wind Cottages – Newfield,” for several articles about this program. 
 
They put out a community all-call for used backpacks and bags to be donated to various 
programs in the area for folks who may find themselves in need to pack up and move 
around.  Foster care children, and others that find themselves in unexpected situations, will 
know that others care. 
 
They send notes of encouragement and get well wishes to our church family.  They prepare 
welcome bags for our visitors.  They make cookies, bake casseroles, and offer a helping hand 
wherever they see a need.  They discuss and recommend good books.  They contribute financial 
support to programs that share their mission statement, when they can. 
 
Check out the Mission & Outreach photos on the TUMC website to see pictures of some of their 
work:  click HERE. 
 
Would you like to join them?  They meet once a month to check in on what they’ve been doing 
and to brainstorm ideas about what they could be doing.  The meetings aren’t mandatory, but 
they are refreshing! You actually look forward to getting together each month.   If you’ve been 
looking to get involved with something at the church, if you’re looking for something new to do, 
for something where your feet are moving, for something where you will likely get more out of it 
than those you are helping, this is your group.  Notice.  Listen.  Get involved. 
 
Next meeting:  Monday, October 14, 6 PM, at Mary Louise’s home.  Speak to any of us for more 
information:  Rich Flaville, Mary Louise Gallagher, Carol Grove, Steve Huber, Ronda Ketcham, Sue 
Lodinsky, Sue McCormick, Joe Sibley.  We hope to hear from you soon. 

http://trumansburgumc.org/mission__outreach_news__notes
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Trumansburg United Methodist Church 
80 E. Main St. 
P.O. Box 628 
Trumansburg, NY 14886 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Trumansburg, NY 14886 

Please check the calendar for October on our web site or check 
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times 

Altar Guild Rep for October:  Trudy VanOstrand 
Alt.   Carol Grove 


