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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
Anybody Know Where the Bible Is?
We have been following the story of Moses and the Exodus in our worship and will continue that story as you read this. In Sunday School, we are
studying the Gospel according to John using Barclay’s commentary.
I probably shouldn’t admit this, but I don’t spend a lot of time reading the
Bible outside of preparation for worship and Sunday School. I know that is a
challenge for many clergy. “The cobbler’s kids go shoeless.” I say this as a
confession, not an example. One of the things I have enjoyed as I prepare
for sermons/worship from the Moses/Exodus story is that I have been
reading the WHOLE story - not just the lectionary reading for each week.
This puts each reading in its larger context. That gives much more insight
into each piece that we read during worship on Sunday and ties them
together.
The Bible is not always easy to understand. Especially in the Old Testament,
we find stories that portray God in ways that don’t fit with my
understanding of who God is. The God that I know is a loving, forgiving,
inviting God. Some of the stories in Exodus give me pause. For example:
one of the plagues is “The killing of the first-born.” Really? God kills the first
-born child of every Egyptian? (Animals included?)
I have the privilege of having the time to consider commentaries and read
the interpretation of many different scholars on passages such as this. But
it still doesn’t always make sense. What to do? Should I stop reading the
Bible? Should I ignore the parts I don’t like? Should I take each passage as
of equal value? It won’t surprise you that my answer to all of these
questions is, “No”. So how do we read our Bibles and find what message
God has for us in what we read?
A while ago our adult Sunday School read Making Sense of the Bible:
Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today by Adam Hamilton. He gives a
very simple, yet very powerful suggestion on how to find meaning in the
scriptures. But before I share that suggestion, let me share some of the
underlying truths that I use when I struggle with the scriptures. (Yes,
“struggle”. That is often what happens when we read to the Bible
honestly.)
...Continued on Page Two
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Pastor’s Message Continued...

First - Jesus Christ is the Word of God! He is God’s ultimate revelation in and to the world. The
Bible is our Holy Scripture. It is the record of God’s revelation to God’s people as God’s people
received it, interpreted it, and passed it on to us. Christians do not (this is an important part of
my theology) believe that the Bible is the words of God! Our Muslim brothers and sisters
believe that the Quran IS the words of Allah (God) dictated by Allah to Mohamed, who
faithfully and accurately recorded them. That is why the Quran cannot be translated and still
be the Quran - because the words that God spoke were spoken in ancient Arabic. To know and
study the Quran, one must read it in its original ancient Arabic. (How many of us read and
study the Bible in its original Hebrew and Greek?)

Second - It is VITALLY important that, as we read the scriptures, we realize that we read them
through our own set of filters. Some of those filters are cultural, some denominational, some
personal. But we all come with our own. You can’t not interpret the scriptures.
Now - to Adam Hamilton’s suggestion:
If we recognize that we interpret the Bible in reading it, what filters are faithful, useful, true?
Hamilton suggests that we read the Bible through the filter of the Gospel of God’s revelation
to us in Jesus Christ. If what we read is in tune with Christ’s message: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” “Forgive even those who persecute you.” “Care for the poor, the outsider.” then we
can be confident that we are reading a truth that transcends the limitations of the culture in
which it was written and applies to us today. If what we read contradicts the intentions of
God as manifested in the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Christ - then we can be
confident that that message may have been useful and valid to those who recorded it, but
must be understood in terms of their cultural and theological setting. It may inform our
thinking of how God has worked with God’s people, but is not necessarily a word for us today
in our setting. That is why we don’t believe that we must follow all the strictures of Leviticus.
So - Go - Find your Bible. Open it. Read it. Struggle with the hard parts! Feel free to skim over
the “begats” and the boring parts - (But NOT the difficult parts.)
And read it knowing that “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.” (John 3:17, emphasis mine)
Wow - that turned out much longer than I expected. I hope you found something useful in it.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• World Communion Sunday, October 1, 2017
• Laity Sunday, October 15, 2017
• Reformation Sunday, October 29, 2017
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2017

Crop Walk 2017…
Submitted by Carol Grove
This year’s CROP Walk is Sunday, October 8, 2017 at 2 PM, and the
walk will begin and end at St. James Catholic Church on Whig
Street. There’s still time to sign up to walk (see Carol Grove). If
you’d like to make a donation, please see Dottie Manheim,
Melissa Hamilton Kolberg, Joan Jakubowski, Tim Martin, Pat &
Rick Smith, Ronda & Steve Ketcham, Kay & Peter Cooke, Rich
Flaville, Pat Love, Elly Zifchock, or Carol Grove. Please make
checks payable to CWS/CROP. Remember that 25% of the total
contribution to this CROP Walk will be given to the Trumansburg
Food Pantry. Last year the TUMC raised $2,309.
If you prefer to make an on-line donation, go to:
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/trumansburgny/CarolGrove
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TUMW Sponsors Thanksgiving Donations
Submitted by Mary Jamison
The Trumansburg United Methodist Women (TUMW) will
be sponsoring Thanksgiving food donations to the Food Pantry
as part of their November program. At each monthly meeting, a
special monetary collection is taken up to go to the “World
Thank Offering” at the District / Conference level. The goal for
the World Thank Offering is to help raise funds, or help with
other programs (local preferably), “so that the lives of women,
children and youth will be impacted beyond measure.”
The November program (Nov. 10th) will center around the meaning and efforts of the
World Thank Offering, and as part of preparing for that program, we will be asking for
donations to supplement the Ulysses Food Pantry’s Thanksgiving turkey (Nov. 20th). The
suggested ingredients (donations) are as follows—they anticipate serving around 150 families
on that day:
4 cans (each person) of CUT Green Beans (14.5 oz. size)
4 cans (each person) of Cream of Mushroom Soup (10.5 oz. size)
2 boxes (each person) Stove Top Stuffing Mix – or any brand (6 oz. size)
OR
Donations of $15-$20 will buy about 4 each of items listed. Checks should be written to
TUMW.
On the first of the month, there will be 2 containers for the Food Pantry Collections at the
back of the sanctuary – one for the regular/once-a-month collection (anything can be
donated), and the 2nd for this special Thanksgiving collection. The 2nd container will be at the
back of the sanctuary every Sunday throughout October and through November 19th.
Monetary donations should be placed in the Thanksgiving container. PLEASE CONSIDER
DONATING GENEROUSLY TO THIS CAUSE – A MISSION TO HELP OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITY.
Thank you and God bless you for being a part of “The Sacred Space of Sharing Food”.
The UMW group meets every 2nd Friday of the month at noon – September - June (June is
lunch out). Each person brings their own sandwich/whatever, supplemented by soup or
dessert, and beverages. All women of the church are heartily invited to join them. There are
interesting programs for the coming months.
Any questions, please contact Mary Jamison at 387-6474 or alma78@fltg.net.
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A note from the Trustees..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
Thanks to all who have helped keep our church lawn and gardens beautiful!
It has been an interesting summer here in Trumansburg paradise. Lots of rain has kept our church
lawn growing and green. The Trustees thank all who took on mowing duty and kept our grounds
looking great. Also thanks to Pat Love and Paula Austic for keeping Mary’s Garden looking good.
Door locks:
A number of people have had problems using their keys in the rear entrance and kitchen door
locks. It appears to be some bad keys that had burrs left when the keys were cut. The locksmith
came recently and put all new pins in both locks and they appear to work well. However, if you
have a problem key, please turn it in and exchange it for a new one. I will take the bad keys back
to Ace Security and exchange them for new keys. Let me know if you have questions.
Trees next to the church:
The pine trees and a couple of self-seeded maple trees that are located between the church
building and the house next door are causing problems. Our brick repair people informed us that
the trees are causing extra damage to the bricks on that side of the church. The pine trees are
scrubby and there is a maple tree that is too close to the building. We have decided to take the
trees down, which is being done on September 13th. The owner of the property next door is
supportive, since he realizes the trees are not good for his building either. They are on our
property, so we are responsible. We will have an old fashioned work bee later on to work up the
top soil and replant the area with grass that may actually grow, once the shade is removed. Bill
Grove secured Tree Tops Tree Service to remove the trees. We were given an excellent quote to
do the work.
Thanks always to a wonderful congregation who are so supportive of the trustees and our church
facilities.

Finance Update…
Submitted by Eileen Collins and Judi Eastburn
4th Quarter pledge cards are available in the back of the church or from Eileen or Judi. If
you haven’t filled one out yet, please do so asap! The 4th quarter starts October 1.
Also, the Finance Committee would like your feedback on how you like the quarterly
pledging. Please let us know soon.
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Veteran’s Breakfast…
Submitted by Meg Gaige
Our 4th Annual Complimentary Veterans’ Breakfast is only a couple short months away, but we
hope you’ve saved the date on your calendar and will continue to spread the word around our
communities so we can serve even more people this year. We are planning a variety of
marketing efforts in various papers, social media outlets, and possibly on radio. Still, word of
mouth is the most compelling form of advertising! Talk it up!
All Veterans and Active Military Members and their loved ones are invited to join the TUMC
family for a complimentary breakfast at the Trumansburg American Legion on Sunday,
November 12, 2017 from 8 AM- 11 AM. The Legion serves a delicious breakfast buffet, and of
course there is bottomless coffee, too. We will be present to greet, serve the buffet, top off
coffee, host tables, and just be our friendly selves as we visit with and thank those who have
made this selfless commitment of service.
Instead of worshipping in our TUMC sanctuary that morning, we will be praising God with our
hands, feet, and hearts as we offer this meal. However, please plan to join us for a brief service
in the Legion at 11 AM immediately following the breakfast. We will pledge allegiance to the
American flag, there will be singing, a quiet time for a military roll call, and the blessing of
hearing “Taps.” New this year will be the presence of the Finger Lakes Fife and Drum Corps.
Check out their website: www.flfifedrum.com to learn more about them and view a variety of
fife and drum music videos.
It’s not too early to plan to volunteer for this meaningful mission. Watch for sign-up posters
SOON in our Fellowship Hall where you can sign on to help out. There are a couple new jobs to
consider. Also new this year: you need NOT RSVP for your own complimentary breakfast. We
have a pretty good idea now how many people to plan for.
Start saving up your change (& greenbacks!) for a single NOISY OFFERING on Sunday, October
1, 2017.
The annual Veterans’ Breakfast is our way of
publicly appreciating and honoring the sacrifice
of those who have gone before us, those who
have served, and those currently serving. Let us
give God thanks for the legacy of peace and
wisdom they have left us. May we each be
worthy in our own lives of that legacy.
Let us know if you have any questions.
Committee: Bill Grove, Mary Ochs, Nancy Irish, Lanny Joyce, Meg Gaige
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The Lowdown on the New Year’s Day Dinner...
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson, Chairperson
With only 13 weeks to go, the New Year’s Day dinner planning is getting
into full swing. First of all, the price for the dinner will remain at $9/person,
children 6-12 will be $4.50 and children 5 and under are free. Second, in
the last newsletter, I informed everyone that since the dinner is on a
Monday that means Sunday would be a working day (peeling potatoes,
making coleslaw, making dressing etc.) The committee has decided that we would start work at 8
am until done. Now that we have it down to a science, if I have 8-10 people to help out it should
take less than 3 hours. This also means that there will be NO COFFEE HOUR on Sunday, December
31st! If anyone comes down, for coffee, after the service, they will be put to work!! And I do
mean this. I cannot have people looking for coffee while we are trying to get everything done.
Please be considerate on this.
Now for some not so good news. It has come to my attention that we will not be getting
volunteers from the Cayuga Addiction Recovery Services (CARS). For the last 5 years we have
relied on 3 to 4 people from CARS to do pots and pans, dishes, cleaning up after the dinner,
sweeping and washing floors. Without them, dishwashers will be needed from about 10:30 am to
literally 3 pm. Granted there are times when we cannot do dishes or pots and pans while the food
is being served up for take-outs and for the start of the meal. But from 1:15 pm on we need at
least 8 people! This includes washing, drying and getting clean dishes and silverware back out,
scrubbing pots and pans when they get emptied and more. Dishwashers are an important part of
this dinner! Also, clean-up is important. If for some reason, we do not have enough for a clean-up
crew, maybe some can come on Tuesday to sweep, mop etc. I am open to all options.
Also, I cannot stress enough about the need to donate 12 turkeys (20-24 lb) as well as needing
turkey cookers. Some of the people who donate turkeys do not want to cook them and so I need
cookers as back-up. Turkey donors have enabled the dinner to make a larger profit! We also need
pie bakers. Some of our longtime bakers have decided to step down. We need those Methodist
Pies!!
Ingredients are an important key to this dinner. I realize that maybe some of you have never been
asked to donate ingredients. Well, now is the time to step-up! We may have to solicit for squash,
which over the past few years have been graciously donated, prepared and frozen by Peg Benham
and Dottie Manheim. If they cannot do this, we need 72 boxes of squash!! That means we need
additional people to donate squash.
Our new Dining Room Supervisor, Eileen Collins, will be looking for volunteers to serve in the
dining room. Think about the possibility of volunteering for this part of the dinner. Thanks to Peg
Benham for all her years of service as supervisor and thanks to Eileen for taking it over.
Another item that we need are roasters. Last year, we tried cooking the squash in roasters
because we needed the pots for more potatoes. It worked great, except I needed more roasters.
...Continued on Page 9
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We now need 3 electric roasting pans for the turkey and 3 for the squash! The church has only 2
roasters. So…anyone not using a roasting pan for their New Year’s dinner please consider loaning
it to us.
I realize that this article is lengthy, but I have always tried to be up-front with you because this
dinner is important to the community and to our finances. The more ingredients we get donated
the better the profit!

There are so many ways you, the congregation, can participate and help in this wonderful and
traditional mission (our 96th dinner). We have faced serious challenges before, but our
congregation has always pulled together to make each dinner a success.
Thanks to all who donate, volunteer and help out in their own way.

Notes from the Editor…
As I write this we are having some beautiful late summer weather, after all the cold weather, it
sure is wonderful. Officially Fall doesn’t arrive for a few days yet but I think it is in the air.
You will see in this issue, we are gearing up for many church activities for fall and early winter and
it seems we ask so much of you, our church family during this time but you always come through
because we are a family.

October 15 (Laity Sunday) will be another fall event where our worship service will be lead
totally by laity of the church. It’s our service from beginning to end. This service is put together
by the lay servants of our church, who are — Judi Eastburn, Rich Flaville, Mary Gallagher, Ronda
Ketcham, Chris Kimball-Peterson, Pat Love and Susan McCormick. Also, this is one Sunday where
many members of the congregation participate. Please join us and help us celebrate our laity
(which is all of us!).
My husband and I just returned from a week’s trip to Pittsburgh where we went to 4 major
league ball games. Okay, so you may not know that I am a HUGE baseball fan (I bleed Dodger
Blue)! My dad played baseball when I was a kid and I pretty much grew up sitting on park
benches watching the game. Besides the ballpark though my husband and I spent time on a
steamboat ride on the 3 rivers and toured Pittsburgh a lot. If you have not had time to spend
there, I would highly recommend it, it’s really a neat place to visit with lots of great things to do!
I am hopefully on the mend now. For those who didn’t hear, I did not have the surgery I was
scheduled for as they found an abscess near the wound site and had to drain that and put me on
heavy antibiotics for over a week. The good news from all this is that I may not now have to deal
with the surgery at all! I can’t wait until I can declare myself healed from this 3 year mess of
health issues! My heart goes out to all who are dealing with health issues, it is not fun when you
don’t feel your best! Until next time, take time to enjoy the beautiful fall paintings God gives
us…….
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