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We all like the idea of forgiveness, especially when WE are the one who is being
forgiven.
“Wipe the slate clean!” “Leave the past behind!”
As Christians, we talk a lot a bout forgiveness. Sometimes we make it seem that sin
does not matter. The Russian mystic, Rasputin, actually preached that, since God got
pleasure out of sinning, we should sin so that God can have more pleasure.
There is a concept called “cheap grace”. Grace without any need of change or
repentance. Grace may be “free”, but it is not “cheap”. The Loving, Caring God who
hurts for us in our pain and calls us to return in love came to this world, the Creator
becoming like the created, and gave His life for that forgiveness.
The concept comes from a German theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Below are a
couple of sentences of introduction (Thank you, Amazon!) And a bit of what he said
about grace:
In 1937, on the threshold of Nazi Germany’s war on the world, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote what turned out to be one of the most influential books of the
century, The Cost of Discipleship. In it, he challenged the flabby faith and
compromises of German Christians.
==
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline,
Communion without confession…. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace
without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift
which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly
because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It
is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only
true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: “ye were bought at a
price,” and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. ... Costly grace is the
Incarnation of God.
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Costly grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow Jesus. It comes as a word of
forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite heart. Grace is costly because it
compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because
Jesus says: “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
==
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Loads of Laundry? Loads of Love Update
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham for Mission and Outreach
Thanks to your generous response to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, Mission and
Outreach served one family in September. We are ready to serve
more families, once they are identified. Please pray that God will
bring us more families!
We are still accepting quarters but don't need any more supplies.
Thanks and roll those quarters!

Laity Sunday, October 16
What is Laity Sunday?
Laity Sunday celebrates the ministry of all Christians as their lives are empowered for
ministry by the Holy Spirit.
In this church, Laity Sunday is put together by the Lay Servants of this church.
Members of the committee are: Judi Eastburn, Rich Flaville, Mary Gallagher, Ronda
Ketcham, Chris Kimball-Peterson, Pat Love and Susan McCormick. Also, this is one
Sunday where many members of the congregation participate. Please join us and help
us celebrate our laity (which is all of us!).

All Saints’ Day is Sunday, October 30.
In the United Methodist Church, All Saints' Day is
observed to remember deceased members of the local
church congregation.
A candle is lit and a bell is rung as each person's name is
called out, followed by a prayer offered for each soul.
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Special dates
• World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2016
• Laity Sunday, October 16, 2016
• All Saints Day, October 30, 2016
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2016

Facebook Friends - Are we missing out?
I am not on Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, or any of the other plethora of social media
sites. Frankly, I don’t know enough about them.

1) Are you interested in learning how to use Facebook and other social media? How
to set privacy and security settings to limit who sees what?
The Trumansburg United Methodist Church is interested in hosting a class to teach
anyone interested in learning about social media.
2) We have lined up Anthony Vaughan, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to
lead this workshop.
Let the office know either by email
tumc@fltg.net or phone 387-9024 if
you are interested and let us know
what days are best for you for
sometime this Fall.
Rev Jeff
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Trustee News
Submitted by Dick Peterson on behalf of the Trustees
Summer has come to a close and we soon will be raking leaves and
thinking about snow. The trustees want to thank all who gave
time and energy to the church lawn mowing needs. We will still
have to mow this fall, so we welcome any volunteers to keep
watch over the grass. In just a few weeks we will begin soliciting
volunteers to shovel snow
The Verizon project is nearly complete, and by the time you read this, cell service in the
Trumansburg area will be much better. Many have waited a long time for this and we can be
proud that our bell tower is providing an important community service. Among many here in
town, our first responders eagerly await the day when cell service is strong all over town. If
anyone has questions about the Verizon installation, let me or any trustee know.

On September 13 and 14, our church parking lot was sealed and re-lined. This is an expense
we must meet periodically to preserve the surface of the parking lot. It looks great. We
thank Carl and Peg Benham for doing the work to identify and arrange a contract with a
reputable sealing company.
By the time you read this, our September 17th Chicken Barbecue and Pie Sale will be a
delicious memory. Given the challenging finances most churches face today, fundraisers like
this are more and more necessary to help balance the books. Thank you all for your support
of all of our church fundraising efforts.
Editor’s Note: The barbecue was a resounding success, the pies were sold out quickly and
the few halves that were left were sold Sunday morning after church! A big thanks to all
those who made pies. Also, thanks to those who worked the day of the barbecue: Carl and
Peg Benham, Judi Eastburn, Jeanette Foster, Steve Huber, Peter Jager, Phil Soyring, Jim Terry,
Ken Welch and of course our leader, Dick Peterson! It takes many hands to put on a chicken
barbecue!
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Veteran’s Breakfast …..
Submitted by Meg Gaige
All Veterans and Active Military Personnel and their loved ones are
invited to join the TUMC family for a complimentary breakfast at
the American Legion on Sunday, November 6, 2016 from 8 AM- 11
AM. Instead of worshipping in our TUMC sanctuary that morning,
we will be praising God with our hands, feet, and hearts as we offer
this meal. However, please plan to join us for a brief service in the
Legion at 11 AM immediately after the breakfast. Eric Hallman will
share a message, there will be singing, a quiet time for a military roll
call, and the blessing of hearing “Taps.”

Watch for sign-up posters soon in our Fellowship Hall where you can volunteer to help out, as well as
RSVP for your own complimentary breakfast.
The History of Veterans Day
In 1918, in the eleventh hour of the eleventh day in the eleventh month, the world rejoiced and
celebrated. After four years of bitter war, an armistice was signed. The "war to end all wars" was over.
On Armistice Day, soldiers who survived the war marched in a parade through their home towns.
Politicians and veteran officers gave speeches and held ceremonies of thanks for the peace they had
won.
But Americans realized that the previous war would not be the last one. World War II began not long
after, and nations great and small again participated in a bloody struggle.
Each year on Veterans Day, we continue to remember the women and men who have sacrificed over the
years to bring freedom and peace to an entire world. We remember those from WWI and WWII, the
Korean War, the Vietnam War, Operation Just Cause in Panama, Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada, The
Gulf War, and NATO peacemaking efforts in Bosnia, and Albania, and in our fight against terrorism on our
shores, those from the wars in Afghanistan & Iraq.
Togo D. West, Jr., Secretary of the Army in 1997 said, "War is an uncertain business and yet on every
uncertain day that our nation has had to face the grim business of defending itself [and others],
Americans have stepped forward." And today Americans are still stepping forward, sacrificing many
things that civilians take for granted, in order to be part of the vision for peace for our world.
So on Veterans Day, we remember not just the men, not just the women, but all those who have
sacrificed. It is not about gender, it is about going to war with a unit, risking your life with them, it is
about believing in peace -- and living a life based on that belief.

The annual Veterans’ Breakfast is our way of publicly appreciating and honoring the sacrifice of those
who have gone before us, those who have served, and those currently serving. Let us give God thanks
for the legacy of peace and wisdom they have left us. May we each be worthy in our own lives of that
legacy. Committee: Bill Grove, Mary Ochs, Tara Hallman, Nancy Irish, Monica Pritchard, Lanny

Joyce, Meg Gaige.
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Update on the New Year’s Day Dinner
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson
I need to make a confession! In last month’s newsletter I stated that the committee decided
to do a buffet at the New Year’s Day dinner, because fewer people are helping at the dinner.
Well…the committee decided to keep doing the dinner in the same way we have been doing it
for the last 94 years! What does this mean? Well, for one thing, we are asking you to think
about helping out at the dinner! Not only to bring ingredients but possibly volunteering to
help with the tasks necessary to put this dinner together. We hope you will be willing to come
out of your holiday comfort zone and help your church.
I’m writing this article 2 days after the Church Council had to make some difficult decisions
about the church’s finances and what this means for the church. Fundraisers were brought up
as a way to help out. Well, guess what? The time has come. We need to make this dinner a
bigger success than ever before.
How can we do this? For starters, I am asking you to think about donating a turkey for the
dinner. Last year, eight people donated turkeys. For 2017, we are asking for 12 turkeys, 20 lbs
or more. If you are one of those people who want to donate, please contact me or see me
after church to let me know. Also, we will ask you to cook that turkey. We are increasing our
ingredients to accommodate the possibility that there will be more attending because of the
dinner’s 95th anniversary. We will be stepping up promotions for this special event. When our
solicitors call, please say “yes” when asked. There will be a greater need for volunteers to help
out in the kitchen, especially to wash dishes and pots and pans.
I realize that volunteering your time may not be what you wanted to do during the holiday
season. However, this church, this dinner, needs help! For the last 20 years Dick & I have been
volunteering our time, during the holiday season, to help this dinner. We have had a great
time every year working with a group of eager and dedicated volunteers. Many of the same
people volunteer year after year. During all those years we learned new tasks, but we always
had a good time working with so many of our fellow church members. The dinner became a
treasured part of our New Year celebration. When Dick & I go away for Christmas, we always
come back to help at the dinner. Our children understand that this ministry is important to
both of us.
Now, I am not asking any of you to change your holiday plans but I am asking that you search
your heart to come on Friday, December 30th to clean dishes, or Saturday, December 31st, to
peel potatoes, cut-up bread for the stuffing, or chopping up veggie’s for the cole slaw, or to
come on Sunday, January 1st to help get the dinner ready. Even a couple of hours of your time
can make a big difference. This is our 95th New Year’s Day dinner! Think about what this
means to our church and to the community.
Well…that’s all I’m going to say for the time being. It’s now up to you to say. “ Sure, I can go down
to the church and give at least 2 hours of my time. I assure you, you won’t regret it!
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Remembrance Corner…
Submitted by Marge Lener
Do you remember… Instead of writing about a person, this column is about an event that
used to occur in the Methodist Sunday School every September. It was called Rally Day! The
kids all liked it because it was a celebration for them! (Whatever happened to Rally Day?)
Rally Day began with a picture postcard, usually the familiar photo of Jesus with the children
at his feet, inviting us back to Sunday School (There was no Sunday School in
the summer). The songs were always well known and liked, i.e. “Jesus Loves
the Little Children”, “I Love to Tell the Story”, “The B-I-B-L-E, etc. We also
received our attendance pins on Rally Day, first the circle, then each year
after that, an annual add-on.
At the end of this, we were split up into classes, reunited with our Sunday
School friends, and met our new teacher, who usually (and generously) had a
little gift for each of us, such as a Bible Verse bookmark, or a new pencil with
“Jesus Loves You” on it.
As a child, and even as a teenager, I loved Sunday School. You always felt
welcome, you got dressed up (remember that?), sang like a Methodist (enthusiastically), and
learned about God and Jesus.
I still love church, and feel terribly that we have no Sunday School … no one to send rally day
postcards to…. Let’s hope that changes, and SOON. Let’s all rally around that goal!
Editor’s Note: Although Rally Day still exists in some churches where they have large groups
of children, I am sure they are not quite like the ones that Marge remembers. Also, Marge
had drawn in her view of that attendance pin and I tried to recreate it for you above as best I
could.

The UMW will meet next on Friday, October 14 at noon at the church. Bring a
sandwich for yourself! Joe Baldwin from the Ulysses Historical Society will
present a program on a historical event in this area. ALL women are invited.
Please join us!!
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Reminder!
This year’s CROP Walk is Sunday, October 2, 2016 at 2 PM, and the walk
will begin and end at the Trumansburg United Methodist Church. There’s
still time to sign up to walk (see Carol Grove). If you’d like to make a
donation, please see Dottie Manheim, Ronda & Steve Ketcham, Kay &
Peter Cooke, Mary Alice Freeman, Kate Sinko, Rich Flaville, Pat Love, Elly
Zifchock, or Carol Grove - check your Church Directory for their contact
information. Please make checks payable to CWS/CROP. Remember that 25% of the total
contribution to this CROP Walk will be given to the Trumansburg Food Pantry.
Thank you for your support!
Carol Grove
CROP Walk, TUMC Coordinator
387-6128

Editor’s Notes….
As I write this it is getting closer and closer to fall and closer to my husband and my trip out
West to see our kids/grandkids. We leave on the 27th of September so most likely by the
time you receive this, we will be on our way, please pray for our safe travels. Can’t wait to
see our family!! This year the plan is to attend Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque. After we
leave our kids in Santa Fe we will then venture on to the Las Vegas area where we will take a
tour of Hoover Dam and a cruise of Lake Mead on a steamboat. We are leaving our trip
open-ended, we are driving and have no urgency to return, just to be back by sometime mid
October so the November newsletter is a bit up in the air. I think I can get to it when I
return but the deadline could end up being extended a bit and I may only have a small
window to get it done before my big surgery.
Hope everyone is planning to attend the Veteran’s breakfast, the bazaar and the New Year’s
Day dinner! Lot’s going on in the upcoming months for our church. I had a great time giving
my message on September 11, even though I had stated I would never do that again, I
survived it and I have to say I gained a lot of God Moments myself from that talk. I hope
you all are watching for yours!

May you all enjoy the blessings of Fall, the nice crisp air and the beautiful paintings that God
gives us on the trees, etc. Lots of God moments out there to behold…………..
Until next time………………………………..
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