
November Sunday School Syllabus 
9:00 - 9:45 AM on Zoom Sunday mornings! 

 
November 1, 2020: Switching Subjects for All Saints 
 
Sermon: “Human Life a Dream” (which can be found here) 
 

“For, what is your life? It is a vapour that appeareth awhile, and then vanisheth away! 
Where is all your business? Where your worldly cares, your troubles or engagements? 
All these things are fled away like smoke; and your soul is left.” 

~ John Wesley, “Human Life a Dream,” August 17891 
 
Scripture: 1 Peter 1 
 
November 8, 2020: A Joint Mission 
 

“ ‘But I send a physician to those that are sick; and he can do them more good than I 
can.’ He can, in one respect; he can do them more good with regard to their bodily 
health. But he cannot do them more good with regard to their souls, which are of 
infinitely greater importance. And if he could, this would not excuse you: his going would 
not fulfill your duty. Neither would do the same good to you, unless you saw them with 
your own eyes. If you do not, you lose a means of grace; you lose an excellent means 
of increasing your thankfulness to God, who saves you from this pain and sickness, and 
continues your health and strength as well; as of increasing your sympathy with the 
afflicted, your benevolence, and all social affection.”  

~ John Wesley, “On Visiting the Sick”  
 
Essay: “John Wesley on Mutuality in Mission” 

Found on page 51 of “A Year with John Wesley and our Methodist Values” 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-45 
 
November 15, 2020: Redeeming the time, together 
 
Sermon: “On Redeeming the Time” 

(Trigger Warning: John Wesley was part of an overtly sexist culture. There’s a section 
where Wesley discusses his opinion on how much sleep different genders need and 
discusses what he saw as the weakness and “moistness” of women… Thankfully, the 
United Methodist Church as a whole has no such opinions today) 

 
Scripture: Ephesians 2 

1 Wesley died March 2, 1791. He was 85 when this sermon was written and preached. 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-121-human-life-a-dream/
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-98-on-visiting-the-sick/
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-93-on-redeeming-the-time/


 
November 22, 2020: Giving thanks in the midst of diversity 
 
Essay: “November: A Time to Give Thanks to Celebrate Our Missions” 

Found on page 53 of “A Year with John Wesley and our Methodist Values” 
 
Scripture: Psalm 136 
 

“Be true also to your principles touching opinions and the externals of religion. Use 
every ordinance which you believe is of God; but beware of the narrowness of spirit 
towards those who use them not. Conform yourself to those modes of worship which 
you approve; yet love as brethren those who cannot conform. Lay so much stress on 
opinions, that all your own, if it be possible, may agree with truth and reason; but have a 
care of anger, dislike, or contempt toward those whose opinions differ from yours... 
Condemn no man for not thinking as you think: let every one enjoy the full and free 
Liberty of thinking for himself: let every man use his own judgment, since every man 
must give account of himself to God.” 

~ John Wesley, Advice to the People called Methodists” 
 
November 29, 2020: Christ comes near! 
 
Sermon: “The Way to the Kingdom” 
 
Scripture: Mark 1:1-15 
 
“Was ever any child of Adam good enough for this?” 

~ John Wesley, “The Righteousness of Faith” 
 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-7-the-way-to-the-kingdom/

