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What if churches were more than clubhouses for select memberships?
What if churches were community gathering spots where people converged to
learn, grow, help one another and hang out in a safe environment? At its most
recent publicity event to announce new products and initiatives, Apple
revealed a sweeping vision to reimagine its famous stores as “town squares.”
These creative spaces would offer classes, work spaces, entertainment for all
ages, and, oh, by the way, Apple products.
What if local churches can learn to breathe new life, hope, and
fellowship into communities by taking on a larger role as public spaces or town
squares?
Traditionally our church buildings have been the location of our
homegrown Bible studies, kids’ programs, and activities geared to those who
affiliate themselves with our denominations (and there is certainly nothing
wrong with that). But what if, for the thousands of existing congregations
across every community large and small in America, we focused on
reconnecting to the community through making ourselves and our facilities
available for creative uses that brought people together and met people’s
needs.
With those two Jesus-inspired priorities in mind, getting people
together and meeting people’s needs, we are able to shift our thinking as
ministry leaders: What if every ministry, program, or event that happened at
our facility was not directly thought up, organized, and executed by us? After
all, we can only do so much. There is an entire community of eager, creative,
energized people out there. What if our churches acted as an entrepreneurial
incubator for “unity” and “needs-meeting” ideas to be brought to life?
Don’t just feed the hungry; get to know them by breaking bread
together. Don’t just serve the poor; help them get the skills and opportunities
they need. Don’t just care about people, but work with them to challenge and
change the forces which impact their lives. Organize for parks and housing.
Educate. Demand justice. Reclaim the commons. Foster hope. Develop local
economies. Lift up social entrepreneurs. Build equity. Break barriers. Nurture
relationships. Network solutions. Innovate. Improvise. Advocate, organize,
include, connect, encourage and empower. Be Jesus for others. - Imagine.
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Pastor’s Message Cont’d..

In some cities, churches have requested designation as CaN (Church Neighborhood
Centers), which provide safe spaces for kids and resources for building a better life. The
original premise behind the CaN program, as their website describes it, was simple: to
encourage churches to “open up buildings [and hearts] that were closed most of the week.”
This doesn’t mean that the staff and members of individual churches have to be
experts in or run those activities. It means that they provide space, welcome those who
participate, and support them however they can. For congregations willing to identify the
needs at hand and offer the hospitality of their church homes, there are unique and creative
possibilities to connect, in addition to traditional (but still valuable) models like food pantries
and after-school programs.
Churches are trying out these ideas:
After-School Programs and Homework Club. // GED diplomas and English classes. // Literacy,
tutoring, and other academic supports. // Nutrition, parenting, financial, and other adult
education programs // Community events, block parties, community gardens, and cultural
celebrations. // Basketball, soccer, gym games, team sports and other physical activities. //
Distribution of food, clothing, and school supplies. // Job training and micro-enterprise
development.
Other ideas include: Providing space for
- the arts (performance spaces, exhibits, and classes). - Community events (social events,
community forums and leadership events). - sports leagues. - Specifically targeted groups
like seniors.
Providing no-strings-attached space for particular needs-based groups like special needs
families or single parents. Help set up such a group, but under the premise that it is not
limited to church members or people who have anything at all to do with your church.
GriefShare is a great example of such a group that meets in local churches, offering grief
recovery support.
Providing financial health classes.
Start with the resources of teachers and experts who are already a part of your
congregation to see who has expertise and passions they would like to share.
Serve as clearing a house for community members to volunteer (helping volunteers
get together with outside groups that need help). Provide forums to address community
issues with guest speakers and question-and-answer sessions as an outlet for community
activism. Communicate directly to the community that we are open and eager for
partnerships.
This is not easy work. It takes leaders with a strong sense of who in the community
will make reliable partners. But the very work required to provide a strong structure for such
partnerships and programs is the very relationship building that we are called to do in
becoming relevant in our communities. Imagine if our facilities are full of activity every day,
through a network of diverse leaders who bring their own passions to the town square we
have provided. Imagine if our reputation in the local community, first and foremost, is as
people who say “yes.”
And incidentally, such relevance and energy just so happens to be the kind of
foundation that empowers a growing local church. People naturally want to be a part of such
vitality, hospitality, and love made real in practical ways.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017, Celebrated Nov. 5
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 5, 2017
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2017
• Veterans Breakfast, November 12, 2017
• Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017
• Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2017
• First Sunday of Advent, December 3, 2017
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 10, 2017
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 17, 2017
• First day of winter, December 21, 2017
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, 2017
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2017
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2017

TAC Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 3, 2017
Location: First Baptist Church, Seneca Road
Music Director: Judith Christiansen
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Finance Update: An Amazing
Congregation...
The Finance committee is delighted to report that our
congregation has supported the church in an amazing
way. We have projected our expenses almost to the
penny, thanks to the diligence of Julie Messenger. We have not been so accurate on the
income side and never so happy to be "wrong". The generous giving of congregation in the
form of Pledges & Contributions are ahead of budget by approximately 25% or $20,000.
Hallelujah!!!!!! Eileen Collins has done a wonderful job organizing our quarterly pledges and
the results are nothing short of amazing.
We ask you to keep the trend going thru the end of the year. There are sure to be
challenges but our congregation has proven to be resourceful, resilient and most of all giving.

Thank you.
Finance Committee
David Irish Chair

Reminder: Trumansburg United Methodist Women - TUMW
Thanksgiving Collection...
A picture is worth 1,000 words. Thanks for your
donations, and please keep ‘em coming!
Here’s a checklist to keep in mind when you stop by the
grocery store this week. Any amount will help!
CUT Green Beans (14.5 oz.) > OR > Cream of
Mushroom Soup (10.5 oz.) > OR > Stuffing Mix (6 oz.)
A full write up on this project can be found in the October 2017 newsletter.

All Saints’ Day is November 5
In the United Methodist Church, All Saints' Day is observed to remember
deceased members of the local church congregation. A candle is lit and a bell is
rung as each person's name is called out, followed by a prayer offered for each
soul.
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Just 6 ½ week to Go!
New Year’s Day Dinner is fast approaching
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, chairperson
That’s right. In less than 7 weeks, many of us will be busy getting ready for the 96 th Annual New
Year’s Day Dinner. I know, at this point in time, this is not high on your priority list, but, for me, I
start thinking about the dinner late summer. And as we get closer to the holidays, we tend to
compartmentalize on what to get ready for – Thanksgiving then Christmas then New Years.
So…what do I need for this 96th dinner? Well here is my list:
Turkeys – 12 of them between 20-24 lbs. (This is very important because If I
don’t get enough turkeys I will have to buy them, which cuts down on
our profits!)
Turkey cookers – if you purchase a turkey you have the option to
cook it or a turkey cooker will be provided. So, I also need turkey cookers!
People to donate generously when called to provide ingredients. However, I
will take monetary donations if you are unable to provide ingredients).
Pie bakers! (Pie baking is becoming a lost art).
Volunteers to help wash dishes on Saturday, Dec. 30th .
Volunteers to help peel potatoes, chop vegetables, cut bread up for the
fabulous stuffing, make cranberry relish, etc. on Sunday, December 31 st.
Volunteers to help serve, to help-out in kitchen, do dishes etc. on the day of
the dinner.
I also need electric roasters. 4-5 of them. If anyone is willing to loan out their
roaster please let me know ASAP.
Just remember, this dinner is a tradition for our church. It’s a community ministry that is
important. People, outside of the Trumansburg community, come for this wonderful delicious,
home-cooked meal and those Methodist Pies! We don’t want to disappoint them, right??

Lucky for Us!! – Pot Lucks in January, February and
March … Hosts Needed!
Submitted by Mary Jamison
We are so fortunate to have a way of helping us through the winter
months – Pot Luck meals after worship in January, February and
March. Meg Gaige started this tradition, and folks look forward to this
gathering after worship once a month. Thanks, Meg! And since time flies, we’d like you to
start thinking about hosting one of these now! The suggestion is that it be two or more folks or
families, so if you have some good “buddies” to help, please let Mary Jamison know and which
month (date) you’re interested in. The dates are January 28th, February 25th and March
25th. Put your calendars in front of you and please consider hosting one of these dates.
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The Bazaar Luncheon-Famous for its Homemade Soup, Salad, & Bread--will again be
offered from 11AM-2 PM in the TUMC Fellowship Hall as part of
the Bazaar day, Sat. Dec. 2, 2017.
Stop in to do some holiday shopping and then feast on homemade
soup, salad, and bread, plus beverage and an ice cream dessert for an incredible price!
Sign-up posters are ready now for your attention. You can help by creating soup or bread, you can
join our jolly team of helpers in the kitchen or dining room, you can provide groceries, and/or
MORE! We always have a really fun time!

Plan ahead to bring family, friends, and neighbors for lunch. It will get your Christmas holiday
spirits in gear!
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A note from the Trustees…
Submitted by Dick Peterson
Barbecue and Pie Sale Results
The chicken Barbecue and pie sale, held on September 23 rd, brought us mixed results. Those
wonderful Methodist pies sold out as always, which helped the bottom line for the day. Thank
you all who made pies for the sale. We are all blessed because of your (delicious!!!) work. The
chicken sales, however, were sluggish. It was a beautiful day and we think many people took
advantage of the weather and went away. We had a lot of chicken left over for Sunday sales
after church, but even those sales were not completely successful. The remaining chicken
halves were shared with those who benefited from the food pantry on Monday. But the good
news is that our profits for the day topped $1,100. Thanks to all who helped with the
barbecue and pie sale.
Parking issue
There have been concerns voiced about cars parked at the entrance of our parking lot during
Sunday church or other church events. Cars parked on the street, but in front of our parking
lot entrance make it very difficult to pull into or leave the parking lot. The cars parked in those
spots make it very difficult to see incoming traffic on South street. We are concerned that
there will be an accident some day. We understand how difficult parking is at the church, but
we respectfully ask you not to park in front of the parking lot. Thank you for your help.
Winter snow clearing
Believe it or not, we will soon see snow falling. In the next few weeks, there will be a sign-up
board for snow clearing. If we spread the work around, we can get through the winter with
the safest sidewalks in the village. For those of you who can’t do it during the week, we will
have the weekend option available. We are very thankful for the many who take on this task
every year. Thanks, everyone, for all your support..

REMINDER: Vets' breakfast-Sunday Nov. 12, 2017
at the American Legion on Seneca Rd.
**No worship in the sanctuary on this day**
Your contributions for the Noisy Offering to benefit our Veterans' breakfast were amazingly
generous ! Thank you, and thanks, too, to all who have already volunteered to help us that
morning. There are still some slots open so please look over the sign-up poster near the
kitchen door at TUMC and see how you can help in this ministry.
We look forward to having breakfast with you from 8-11 AM (no RSVP needed this year) and
to worshipping at 11. The Ithaca Fife & Drum Corps will perform for us this year!
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Laity Sunday CROP Walk Report ...
Submitted by Carol Grove
Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) sponsored the
29th annual CROP Walk last Sunday. It has been 29
years since the late Rev. Tom Lange, from the First
Presbyterian Church of Ulysses, and our own Dottie
Manheim recognized, and more importantly acted
upon, the need for food security in our community.
To that end, TAC is the sponsor and founding organization for our local, Trumansburg Food
Pantry, held in the Fellowship Hall of the TUMC every other Monday.
The CROP Walk is a neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger annual
fundraising event, and it happens because someone volunteers to organize it. Currently and for
the last several years, that has been Carolyn Lange. Carolyn works closely with our CROP Walk
contact for Church World Service; and they pick the date, get us registered, and order all those
envelopes and stickers that we need – plus she manages the donations and paperwork
afterwards, working closely with the CROP Treasurer, John Peeples.
I’ve heard comments that the CROP Walk is really just a gimmick to raise money. I agree; but
it’s a gimmick to do good. I mean, really? Kohl’s Cash is a gimmick. Amazon Prime is a gimmick.
Coffee cards are a gimmick. The CROP Walk? Well, any gimmick that highlights awareness and
encourages us to go into action to help others is a gimmick that’s worth doing, and we’ve done
just that.
Carolyn reports that 138 walkers signed in, representing 7 congregations, the T-Burg Robotics
teams, and other community members. 42 of them did that long 4-mile route! The donations
are still coming in, but to date we’ve raised over $6,100. And how much of that total did we
collect ourselves? Well … as I mentioned in the TUMC e-News earlier this week, money must be
growing on trees out there somewhere, because you’ve done it again. Our walkers: Dottie
Manheim, Melissa Kolberg & Lilly, Joan Jakubowski, Tim Martin, Pat & Rick Smith, Ronda & Steve
Ketcham, Kay & Peter Cooke, Rich Flaville, Pat Love, Elly Zifchock, Kate Sinko, and I collected
$2,217.60, plus 40 MORE dollars just came in!
As always, the collection of all kinds of refreshments was a perfect ending to a fun afternoon.
Thank you to Connie Ike for providing her delicious homemade cookies. I hope she’s on our call
list for the bazaar Bake Sale! That girl knows how to bake!

When the final community total has been reported, I’ll let you know. The Food Pantry will
receive 25% of that total. The remainder will be distributed throughout the United States and
around the world, which is also very important to remember. We talk about the Food Pantry a
lot because that’s how this all started; but this is also a worldwide fundraising event.
...Continued on page 9
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...Continued from Page 8, Crop Walk

So yes, the TUMC does actively participate in mission projects. Sometimes we forget about
this one as a mission project, because it has become an annual fall tradition for our community. Remember, though, its success – even its being – takes a leader, volunteers, and action,
which is a slight heads up for the future. Both the Food Pantry and the CROP Walk have
some very important volunteer opportunities up for grabs!
Please visit our TUMC website for more information about TAC and to see photos from the
CROP Walk. Thank you for your support, interest, and prayers.

Mission and Outreach (M&O) News…
Submitted by Ronda Ketchum
Fall of 2016 (last year) we served one household with the Loads
of Love Laundry ministry. Because of your generosity with
donating quarters, we had the resources to serve more
households. But, more households did not come forward to be
served. So, this program is not currently a focus for us. We
used some of the remaining money to buy items to donate to
help US Veterans through our local UMW.
Over the winter (2016-2017), several of our group read the book How to Love Your Neighbor Without being weird. As a result, a newer community in T'burg held its first ever 'block-party'.
Many neighbors met for the first time and experienced God’s love first hand.
This past summer and fall (2017) we helped support some TUMC members with meals for
several weeks. Our generous congregation helped provide meals. We are still available to
organize help with meals as needed. Just contact any one of our members, named below.

Our current focus is sending cards and notes of encouragement. I don't have hard data to
support this but, we have probably sent 100+ cards in a year. We also give a welcome gift to
new worship service visitors. Several times a year we provide coffee hour after the worship
service.
We would love to have you join us for a meeting, a project or more. Come to a meeting or call
or talk with anyone of us.
Yours in Christ,
Rich Flaville, Mary Gallagher, Steve Huber, Ronda Ketcham, Joe Sibley
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2017
By Marge Lener
This is the year without a Fall
The year without much foliage at all
No leaves of bright red on the maple trees
Or golden the aspen are on any of these
Where is the color that brings such pleasure?
The scent of leaves burning, an unexpected treasure?
Is it gone forever, or just this one year?
Oh please, dear God, don’t let autumn disappear!
Wait, let’s not despair
At a year without a Fall
For in our own memories, we can enjoy it all!
In our minds, our photos, in magazines
There are pictures galore of autumn to be seen!
And we can all hope next year will be better
For if there’s anything changeable in life,
It’s the weather!

Editor’s Note…
You will notice I’m getting a bit lazy this year in combining the November/December issues,
although actually I looked back and I have done this before. I’m also thinking our next issue
will be a January/February. The reasons behind this are that I need to focus on the upcoming
Bazaar and then I will be traveling to Santa Fe for Christmas to spend it with my wonderful
family. Family is more important to me than ever before, not that it wasn’t important before
but I kind of have a new lease on life I think! This issue is, I believe without looking, the
longest issue (14 pages!) that I have done, at least the largest in a long time which means you
are probably tired at this point of reading, therefore I’ll make this a short note.
Watch your upcoming bulletins and e-news for reminders on all we will be asking for the
various events, we will be needing lots of your help in the next 3 months and I know you will
come through, because this church family always does! My love to each of you and my thanks
for all you will do to help out over the next months. We have some really special items for the
bazaar so I hope you will check them out, watch for more info in e-news, etc. My wish for
each of you as I close this column is that you will have a joyous holiday time and be blessed
with many gifts from God (and I don’t mean the presents). Watch for those God Moments at
the Thanksgiving table, under that tree or as the new year rings in! ……….Until next
time…………
Go Dodgers..sorry just had to add that..editor’s privilege..
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Future Challenges-District discusses
hard issues affecting local churches
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, Sr. Lay Servant, Finger Lakes Lay Servant Team member
In late September, I attended a Laity gathering with Bishop Mark Webb at the Auburn UMC. Though
the attendance was not that great, the topic – homosexuality and more – got everyone’s attention. As I
sat in the sanctuary of the church, I was a little surprise to hear not a “sermon” from the Bishop but
the challenge facing the United Methodist General Conference, in 2018, in dealing with the policy on
homosexuality.
In a 20-minute power point presentation, Bishop Webb, spoke outlining the mission, vision, and goals
of the appointed District Committee on homosexuality. Who would then report to the General
Conference. This topic is not new, it was brought to the General Conference in 1972. (See – Book of
Discipline – Social Principles – Human Sexuality – Pg. 110-111 in 2012 BOD). In 1988, human sexuality
was brought up to the General Conference, but it was not supported.
However, as society changes, so should we, as members of the Methodist faith. We must try to
understand those changes. In 2016, at the General Conference, the Council of Bishops were asked to
present a resolution on this topic. The Council formed a Commission to do just that. However, in
presenting the resolution, the 1st vote failed. Therefore, the Commission was asked to work on another
resolution for the next 1 ½ years, so the church could move forward. This new resolution by the
Commission would be brought to the Council of Bishops in the spring of 2018. If approved, it would
then go to the Delegates in 2019.

Bishop Webb talked about the scope and the principle of this resolution. That being – embody unity
now, start a cycle, create relationships, driven by value of unity and common theological ideas. Bishop
Webb stated, “If we ignore this challenge, the church will fracture”. He further stated that, we
(referring to our churches), need to move forward and explore creative ways of living together.
The Commission formed by the General Conference, is chaired by Dr. Scott Johnson, from New York
State. There are 10 Laity, 11 Elders, and Local Pastors. 15 men, 17 women, which includes - 7 African
clergy, 4 clergy from Philadelphia, 2 clergy from Europe.
I could go on but, what I really want to inform you on, is that after the presentation, those present,
congregated to the fellowship hall, and sat at tables of 5. All of us participated in a nearly 2 - hour
discussion on what are the challenges facing our churches. We were given 6 questions to discussed
among ourselves.
Here are the questions:
What is the theological rock of the United Methodist Church?
What do you love most about the UM church?
How much difference of opinion and practice can you imagine us making room for among United
Methodists?
What do you believe is God’s preferred future for the United Methodist Church?
What structural changes would be needed and how much “shock” can the church endure to make
those changes?
What Question or comment would you like to share that we haven’t discussed today?
Continued on Page 13...
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Notice, that there was no direct question on homosexuality. This allowed us to talk not only about this
topic but other challenges that we face. Following the discussion, each “host” of the individual tables,
reported on how they answered the question. I was chosen to serve as “host” at the table where I sat.
After questions 1 & 2, which we had 15 minutes to answer, the “host” remained while the other four
people moved to other tables. Question 3 was discussed for 15 minutes. Then, once again, four people
left and four others joined the table. The final questions – 4,5 & 6, we were given 20 minutes to discussed.
After the allotted time, all the tables responded with their answers. There was no right or wrong answer.
However, as a “host” I was surprised how many other challenges were brought up by the churches
represented.
I won’t go into detail on the answers. What, I would like you to do, is look at the above questions – how
would you answer them? If you are interested in how the group responded I would be more than happy
to discuss some of those answers.

Women’s Circle Group hosted by Jacksonville, Trumansburg, and
Mecklenburg United Methodist Churches. We hope to meet monthly for
fellowship, fun and inspiration. Our next outings are: (If you would like to
receive notices of future outings, contact Nancy Irish)
Saturday, November 4, 9:00 - 3:30 at the Eileen Collin’s house (3883
County Route 143, directions?592-5547). The long awaited Spiritual
Retreat! Here is the information provided by Cheryl Hine:
Rev. Beverly Davenport and I are leading the retreat together, and it is called “A Day of Rest:
Meeting Jesus in a Gospel Story.” It is based on the fact that we live busy lives filled with demands and
responsibilities that are often overwhelming. During the retreat, we are invited by Jesus to come away to
a quiet place and find rest. The retreat is divided into three themes: Rest for the Tired and Weary; Rest
When Faced with the Impossible; Rest for the Journey. We are using scripture based on the sixth chapter
of the Gospel of Mark. There will be three opportunities for being with God in solitude, and for those
times of solitude, we will provide questions for reflection. Those questions will simply be a guide, not
something that requires an answer. Indeed, some people may find it better to take those questions home
and reflect on them on another day. And some people may end up having questions of their own--questions not written on the guide we provide at the retreat. There are no limitations.
There will also be a time of sharing at the end of the day---again, no one is required to share their
thoughts or feelings, but the invitation to share will be extended At other retreats, I have found that this
time of sharing is a profoundly meaningful time together. Even if someone chooses to not speak, just
being part of the sharing experience is inspirational.
There will be times of prayer and simple worship/sharing intermixed with the times of solitude
and reflection. We will gather and settle in beginning at 9 AM. The retreat itself will begin at 9:30 AM, a
45-minute lunchtime will be after the second session of solitude, and toward the end of the retreat, after
sharing thoughts and experiences, we will conclude with a brief worship. The retreat will end at 3:30
PM. RSVP was due by October 29 but if you are really interested, contact Nancy Irish
nsirish1014@gmail.com. If you’re quick, you might still be able to attend.
Monday, December 4, Cornell Christmas Vespers at Sage Chapel. Carpool from the church leaving at 6:00.
If you are willing to drive, let me know. RSVP by Wednesday, November 29 to Nancy Irish.
More information - http://dos.cornell.edu/cornell-united-religious-work/programs/christmas-vespers
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Please check the calendar for November/December on our
web site or check with your committee chair for meeting
dates/times

>>>> Don’t forget to turn back your clocks on November 5 <<<<
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