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Spiritual Harvest  

 

Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@fltg.net   

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email; jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
 Parsonage phone:  

(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: alma78@fltg.net 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  
School 

 

November/December 2016 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 
November 2016 

 

I am NOT going to talk about the election, Lord have mercy! 
But I am frightened by the level of polarization that is evident in our culture 
now. 
The presidential campaign of 2016 has certainly been one of the lowest 
moral and ethical mud-fights in living memory. The level of vitriol that is 
evident in the news is not healthy! 
 
What is a follower of Christ to do? 
 Well, I’ll give my strong opinion on what a follower of Christ is not to do: 
Join in the frenzy of “If you don’t agree with me, your are evil!” 
This attitude seems to be becoming rampant in our society. It was evident at 
our General Conference this Summer and has led to an anticipated and 
unprecedented Special General Conference in 2018 (or 2019). 
 Our Wesleyan heritage was born in a time of religious and political 
turmoil. Europe and England were coming out of a century of wars largely 
centered around religious disagreements. England had re-established the 
monarchy after Oliver Cromwell’s Puritan reign and the execution of King 
Charles 1st. In this environment, one of the things that the Wesleys were 
very cautious about was “enthusiasm”. 
 “As to the nature of enthusiasm, it is, undoubtedly a disorder of the 
mind; and such a disorder as greatly hinders the exercise of reason. Nay, 
sometimes it wholly sets it aside: it not only dims but shuts the eyes of the 
understanding. It may, therefore, well be accounted a species of madness; 
of madness rather than of folly. ... Every enthusiast, then, is properly a 
madman.” [The Sermons of John Wesley - Sermon 37 The Nature Of 
Enthusiasm. I encourage you to read the whole sermon.] 
 
In a time when facts and reason are increasingly dismissed, when conspiracy 
theories run rampant, what is our place as followers of the Prince of Peace? 
The scientist in me wants to correct people and point out to them the facts, 
the indisputable data! 
 But that is usually counter-productive. Anyone who is ready to consider 
information and data is already open to debate and can usually accept 
differing conclusions about accepted facts. When facts no longer matter, 
reason holds little sway. 
 So - once again - WHAT ARE WE TO DO? 

Continued on Page Two... 
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Daylight Saving Time falls back at 2 AM,  
Sunday, November 6  

I seem to remember reading somewhere, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.” 
 In Wesley’s day one of the biggest disagreements was between predestination and free-will. 
Wars were fought over this piece of doctrine! (Yes, it sounds silly to us now. How silly will we look 
in one hundred years. And about what?) 
 Once John Wesley was introduced to an ardent predestination preacher. The person who 
introduced them anticipated sparks - if not fists - to fly! When they were introduced and Wesley 
was asked what he thought of this other preacher he said, “If your heart is as my heart, give me 
your hand.” 
 
We don’t have to agree. We don’t have to correct. We don’t have to convince. 
We have to love. 

          Rev Jeff 

Pastor’s Message Continued... 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

 

Special dates 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2016  
• Veteran’s Breakfast, November 6, 2016  
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 6, 2016  
• Election Day, November 8, 2016  
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2016  
• Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2016  
• Thanksgiving, November 24, 2016  
• First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2016 

 

• Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon, December 3, 2016  
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2016 
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2016 
• First Day of Winter, December 21, 2016 
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2016 
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2016 
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2016 
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2016 

 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services  
 
 7 PM Service, lead by Rev. Jeff  
 10 PM Service lead by Chris Kimball-Peterson  
 
There will also be an informal service presented on 
Christmas Day at our regular time of 10:15.   

& 
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More Info on the Bazaar Luncheon… 

Submitted by Meg Gaige 
 
Nancy Irish and I and a whole host of eager volunteers are looking forward to serving you a 
delicious homemade SOUP, SALAD & BREAD lunch again this year at the TUMC Bazaar (on Sat., 
December 3 from 11am - 2 pm). We tap the best soup makers in the church family, as well as 
the best bread & roll bakers, create a beautiful, healthy tossed salad dressed lightly with the 
citrusy “Dad’s Dressing,” and then top off your satisfying meal with a serving of vanilla bean or 
festive peppermint ice cream. There are wait persons floating from table to table throughout 
the luncheon to pour your drinks & address all your needs. Plan now to invite friends, 
neighbors & family! 
 
We’ll do a Noisy Offering on Sun., Nov. 13 to defray the few expenses we incur, so save up 
some change to clang into those cans! You’ll soon find sign-up posters in the Fellowship Hall 
after worship where you can volunteer to provide 
soup, bread/rolls,  & salad ingredients. There are 
also opportunities to volunteer to help us prepare & 
serve the luncheon. We have a GREAT time 
together! Join us! 
 
Thank you, 
Meg Gaige 
387.6903;  gaigemeg@gmail.com 

Notes from the Loft… 
Submitted by Francine and Jack Darling 
 

The vocal choir and the bell choir are back and raring to go! Bell choir performed Amazing 
Grace on Laity Sunday and did a fine performance. Look forward to hearing more from them 
soon, as well as some performances featuring both the vocal choir and the bell choir 
together. 
 
As we go into the season of Advent, it is now time to start thinking about TAC with our first 
rehearsal starting Thursday, October 20.  Anyone interested in singing with the TAC choir is 
welcome and encouraged to join us. The TAC rehearsals will be on Thursday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:00 followed by the regular choir rehearsal and you are welcome to stay for that 
too.  Hope to see many of you there. 
 
Editor’s Note:  TAC Christmas Concert, Sunday, December 4, 4:00 PM, at the Presbyterian Church  

mailto:gaigemeg@gmail.com
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 It was another successful CROP Walk! 

Submitted by Carol Grove 
 
Trumansburg CROP Walk Coordinator, Carolyn Lange, 
writes,  “ Dear Trumansburg United Methodist Church, thank 
you for hosting!  CROP signs welcomed us in!  The displays 
about the work supported by CROP were wonderful.  It was 
fun to see photos of past walkers and to see some historical information about our T-Burg 
Food Pantry and our community members who keep that service going!  Signing in & out was 
easy and the little maps were terrific!  Thanks to Rev. Jeff for a spirit-filled send-off.  Thanks to 
the kitchen crew for heavenly refreshments!” 
 
Thank you to our walkers:  Dottie Manheim; Ronda & Steve Ketcham; Peter, Kay, & Maia 
Cooke; Maia’s dog, Lightning; Mary Alice Freeman; Mary Alice’s dog, Noah; Kate Sinko, Rich 
Flaville, Elly Zifchock; Pat Love;  Pat & Rick Smith; Tim Martin, Joan Jakubowski; and Carol 
Grove.  Special thanks to our wonderful kitchen and snack crew:  Karen Dean and Paula 
Austic.  And even more thanks to our refreshment makers!  Photos from the Walk can be 
found on the TUMC website.   
 
We don’t have a grand total yet, but our own TUMC did a great job with their efforts, raising 
$2,309.  Thank you, everyone! 

The Good Word needs your help 
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, Coordinator 
 
Putting on my Good Word hat, I want to thank everyone who volunteers for this great ministry. 
However, some of the volunteers need to take a break from this ministry.   This past year or two, the 
volunteers have been doing more than their share of this daily devotional. When the Good Word was 
started, there were enough volunteers to do the Good Word once every 6 months.  Unfortunately, 
that pool of volunteers has dropped considerably. Now, a volunteer provides this ministry every 6 to 8 
weeks. There has been an increase in usage of the Good Word. When times are bad or during time of 
crisis, which I feel our country is in, people call the Good Word to help them cope. Just to hear 
scripture from the bible, is maybe all they need.  
 
My dream is to have enough volunteers, so that they do the Good Word only 3 times a year. I would 
like everyone in the congregation to dial 387-8202, in the coming week and listen to the devotion 
providing a spiritual lift for you on that day. It’s easy to do the Good Word. You don’t need to record a 
daily devotion. It takes less than 5 minutes a day to record the devotion but it provides someone with 
1,320 minutes of comfort per day.  
 

If you are interested in helping out come talk to me about this special and worthwhile ministry.  

Thanks! 
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 New Year’s Day Dinner is Fast Approaching 
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, Chairperson 
 
I am sure that all of you have been reading our church newsletter. For the last 
2 months I have been writing about the importance of contributing to help 
mark our 95th year. Ask Mother Manheim or Mother Mary what went on 
during the early years. Everyone participated. It was a labor of love. But 
sometimes love takes a back seat to staying warm on a chilly day or staying 
home to watch a once a year football game and parade. But I’m not going to 
tell you what you should do on New Year’s Day. But I am going to tell you that 
this dinner is special. But, the New Year’s Day dinner committee, which is made up of Peg Benham, 
Mary Louise Gallagher, Dottie Manheim and myself, cannot put this dinner on without your help.  
 
You, know, this church has experienced great sadness this year in the passing of church members. 
What, maybe you don’t realize is that each one of them helped out at the dinner, Mary Ann loved to 
wash and dry all the silverware and placed them in the grey utensil tray for the dinner. Lois Humphrey, 
cut pies for many years, Ron Myers liked to washed dishes and help clean-up afterwards. June Bell, 
liked to help in the kitchen and she always donated money toward a turkey. I miss these silent 
volunteers. Presently, I have no one to take over their special tasks. 
 
Yes, this dinner needs help, on all three days. Yes, I would like to have turkeys donated and cooked. 
Yes, I am asking those individuals who have provided ingredients to provide more ingredients because 
there are fewer people to ask. Yes, I want to make this dinner a great success. Yes, this church is in a 
financial bind and this is one of the few fundraisers that is left to help support this wonderful church 
and its church family. Yes, I feel that I have to beg to get people to “step up to the plate”, (which by the 
way is one of my favorite sayings.)  
 
And, yes I am tired also. But there is one thing I believe in, is that deep down in your hearts, this church 
is a part of you and a part of your life, don’t turn away from it now! Help the dinner by volunteering in 
one form or another.   Let’s make this 95th dinner the best dinner we’ve ever had! 

HELP WANTED! 

The New Year’s Day Committee is looking for people to come and pre-wash dishes, utensils, 
and more on Friday, December 30th. Come at 8:30 am if you are able, we’ll be there until 
done, which is usually before 12 noon. 
 
We also need helpers for Saturday, December 31st, starting at 8:30 am until done. Peelers for 
potatoes and carrots, vegetable choppers, bread cutters for stuffing, and more. Contact either 
Chris Kimball-Peterson or Mary Louise Gallagher.  
 
Wanted: servers for the actual dinner, contact Peg Benham.  
P.S. Still looking for turkey donors and cookers! 
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 A spiritual invitation from Rev. Cheryl Hine: 
 
     Many of you know that I completed the two-year Spiritual Direction program called “Tending the 
Soul.”  While I was attending the program, I met another spiritual guide, Rev. Beverly 
Davenport.  Together, “Bev” and I are offering a one-day spiritual retreat called Overcoming Evil with 
Good: a Peace Retreat.  This retreat, based on Jesus’ teaching in 
Matthew 5: 38 – 48, is designed to convey the message of God’s love 
and active non-violence through storytelling, Bible study, and times 
of response.  Bev and I have designed the retreat to provide 
structured sessions, yet allow space for your own personal reflections 
and spiritual companioning with other participants. 
     The retreat will be held on Saturday, November 5, from 9:30 AM – 
4 PM, and Eileen Collins has graciously opened her B & B as a place 
to gather together.  This spiritual retreat is open to all and a light 
lunch will be provided. The retreat is also free although there will be a basket where you may leave a 
donation to offset the cost of lunch. 
    For meal planning purposes and because we will need to limit the number of participants to 25 
people, we will need advance registration.  If you plan to attend this spiritual retreat, please register 
by calling Cheryl Hine on her cell phone at (607) 229 – 2689. 

Notes from the Editor… 
 

 Fall is here, and isn’t it just beautiful?  God paints us a wonderful tapestry of color.  Speaking of 
color, we recently returned from our trip out West and I got to see the Grand Canyon which is simply 
magnificent.  What a God moment as I first saw this sight as an adult (I was there last when I was 12).  
We had a simply wonderful trip filled with many, many God moments for me and my family.  We 
spent a great deal of time with and without family.  We started out for Santa Fe where our kids live 
and spent 8 days with them, then went on to the Grand Canyon/Hoover Dam/Lake Mead area where 
our daughter and her family joined us and then my husband and I ventured on to Las Vegas for three 
days and then on to Missouri where we spent time with Les’s twin brother and his wife.  It was really 
a dream come true trip!   
 You will notice this issue is a combination issue.  Due to my hopefully upcoming surgery that 
should be scheduled fairly soon, I decided to try and put these two issues together.   
 This holiday season as you are doing some of your shopping and happen to be doing so on 
Amazon, please remember we are listed on Smile.Amazon.com.  When you shop there and choose 
TUMC as your choice of donation site, .5% of your purchase of eligible items will be donated back to 
TUMC.  The first time you use it you will go to the top banner search box and type Trumansburg 
United Methodist Church, it will then remember that each time you shop at smile.amazon.com.  
Contact Sue Brower if you have questions.  The full instructions are on our web site!   
 Pat Love tells me she will have a table set up in the fellowship hall for alternative gift giving ideas.  
She sent the info to me a bit late to make this issue of the newsletter but watch for it and 
instructions/ideas for alternate gift giving on our web site and in e-news!   
 To my wonderful church family, may each of you have a blessed holiday time! 
 

Until next time…………………………..      

http://www.smile.amazon.com
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A note from Peter Cooke on behalf of the Staff/Pastor-Parish-Relations Committee (SPPRC)  
 
Almost every morning this past summer I went to walk with my dog, Lena, in Smith Woods - that 
patch of native forest on the south end of Trumansburg.  It is an impressive forest with dozens of trees 
that are two or three centuries old.  As we walked among the massive beech, hemlock, cherry, oak, 
poplar, and white pine trees, I thought about the world God has created for us, and am in awe of the 
power of nature. 
 
Our church is almost as old as many of those stately trees.  I am sure that it has seen almost as many 
storms as those trees.   The church is now facing a situation that has been slowly developing over the 
past two decades – a decline in membership and the corresponding difficulty in meeting 
expenses.  This is a trend all over America in the mainline Protestant and Catholic churches, and is 
certainly true in Trumansburg.  In response, our Methodist Conference has worked to reduce 
expenses by consolidating its administration, and is striving to save money in every possible way.  
 
Our finance committee has worked hard to balance the budget, and is looking carefully at our two 
biggest expenses – the church building, and the cost of our pastor.  The building needs are ongoing 
with expensive brick work, tens of thousands of dollars.  We are blessed with a new source of income, 
the Verizon contract, which will help offset the money we have borrowed to repair the 
steeple.  Similarly, the back wall will need extensive repair, so another loan may be in the 
offing.  Pastor Jeff’s salary package is also being looked at.  As an elder in the Methodist Conference 
with over twenty years’ experience his salary of $52,000 and the Conference benefit and health 
insurance package of $25,000 more, represents a significant part of our budget.  The Conference 
provides cost guidelines for each pastoral situation, and because Jeff has in the past years minimized 
the suggested salary increases, he is receiving thousands of dollars less than other pastors with his 
level of education and experience.   Those years of experience and maturity are reflected in the 
quality of our Sunday service which, I feel, is thoughtful, interesting, light-hearted and profound, 
humorous and loving. 
 
I do not know what the future holds for our church.   As chairman of the SPPR committee, I can say 
that the members of our committee fully support Pastor Jeff’s continued ministry at our Trumansburg 
Methodist Church.  We are actively seeking input on the state of our church and pastoral care. The 
only financial option for significant pastor savings is to go to a part-time minister, which we feel is not 
a good option at this time.  Our committee has met several times with District Superintendent Jeff 
McDowell, and he has several recommendations.  After developing an understanding of the 
Trumansburg Church, he proposed that we limit our apportionment payment – (money paid to the 
larger church, or Annual Conference) – to 60%, thus saving about $10,000, which would go into the 
general fund.  Secondly, he feels that Pastor Jeff should continue to lead the congregation for another 
two to three years.  Thirdly, we need to pray for God’s help and have faith that we can get through 
our situation and continue to be a helpful, loving church for decades to come. 
 
Back to the woods – (remember Lena and me).  Smith Woods is bordered by Route 96 on one side and 
Grove Cemetery on the other.  In the early morning, cars accelerate out of the village on Route 96 
headed to Ithaca, to the hustle and bustle of work, to making a living and supporting their earthly 
life.  On the other side of Smith Woods there is the silence of the cemetery – lives well-lived and free 
of earthly concerns.  The woods stand in between   - majestic, enduring, quiet – as a display of God’s 
grace bestowed upon us.   
 
Try that morning walk sometime in the space between the worldly and the other-worldly.   - Peter 
Cooke 
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Please also read:  Notes from last Sunday’s announcements … 
The Staff/Pastor-Parish-Relations Committee (SPPRC) has an Appointment Advisory Report to prepare 
before next month’s Church Conference (11/13).   They are asking for feedback!   
 
Please contact someone on the SPPRC as soon as possible to share your compliments and concerns 
about our church, our pastor, and whatever else you have on your mind.  This is the time …   
 
Over the last few Sundays, the SPPRC members have been introduced during announcements, so you’ll 
know who to contact.  Peter Cooke is chair of the committee; but you can share your thoughts with 
any of the members.  The committee meets again on November 1, when they will discuss the feedback 
received and prepare the report.  Comments can be anonymous (use the SPPRC mailbox/Fellowship 
Hall); or not, or you can simply send off an email.  If you prefer a conversation, please feel free to call 
someone! 

2016 Staff/Pastor-Parish-Relations Committee Members 

 

Peter Cooke, Chair Pcooke2@gmail.com 607-387-6276 

Kate Sinko katesinko@yahoo.com 607-220-3452 

Charlie Dyke cdyke387@earthlink.net 607-387-4418 

Marc Kaplan pandmkaplan@gmail.com 607-209-4083 

Eileen Collins erc72742@gmail.com 607-387-5240 

Mary Jamison alma78@fltg.net 607-387-6474 

Karen Dean billdeano@aol.com 607-387-6387 

Paul Flagg PBFlagg@gmail.com 607-532-4915 

Pat Love pjlove@zoom-dsl.com 607-387-5980 

Rev.  Jeff Losey As Pastor   

Rich Flaville As Lay Leader   

New Members Reception 
 
On October 9, there was a celebration 
to welcome new members.  The 
members who were welcomed 
included: Mary Barkman, Peter & Kay 
Cooke, Rich Flaville, Jeannette Foster, 
Catherine Joyce, Geri Judd, Marc 
Kaplan, Kate Merriman and Trudy 
VanOstrand.  Trudy and Jeanette are 
our newest members and the others 
joined within the last year or so and 
were being formally recognized at this 
time.  

Continued from Page 10... 
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November 
Altar Guild Rep: Carol Grove 
Alt. Joan Organ 
 
December 
Altar Guild Rep:  Joan Organ 
Alt. Marie Rich 

See our Web Site:  www.trumansburgumc.org for 
current calendars for November and December 

http://www.trumansburgumc.org

