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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM as of Nov. 1, in our 
Sanctuary and also on zoom 

November 2020 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

November is here and this is a time to give thanks. For many individuals, 
2020 has been a difficult year. November itself has a host of potential 
stressors between elections, socially-distanced celebrations, and the onset 
of colder weather. November is here and this is still a good time to give 
thanks. 
 

In the church, November brings at least three moments of liturgical 
celebration which can be good reminders for us to give thanks. If you are 
struggling to find a reason for celebration, I invite you to consider these 
three events.  
 

First, we celebrate All Saints’ on November 1st. All Saints’ Day is a time 
when Christians have remembered those who have passed on to God’s 
shores both in the past year and over the past years. All Saints’ is a day of 
grief, but it is also a day for celebration. As we remember those who have 
gone on to glory, we remember the lives that they lived. Who would we be 
without the lives of the loved ones who cared for us through the years? 
What will it be like to be reunited with those who have gone on? All Saints’ 
is a day of promise. 
 

Our second celebration is related to the promise of the first. On November 
22nd, we will be celebrating Christ the King Sunday. Christ the King Sunday 
is the day when we recall the promise of Christ to return at the end of all 
things. Christ the King Sunday celebrates return and resurrection. Christ the 
King Sunday celebrates peace and justice. Christ the King Sunday celebrates 
the brokenness of our world being brought to a place of rightness! As our 
liturgical year comes to an end, we can celebrate the hope of a new 
beginning beyond death and sickness. 
 

Finally, we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent and a new liturgical year. On 
the 29th of November, we will begin to share the promise that comes down 
at Christmas. The last time we shared this story, the world was different. In 
preparing for Christ’s coming, we have the joyous task of reaffirming our 
belief after everything that 2020 has presented to a world that did not 
expect it.  
 

November may be filled with struggles and challenges, but I invite you to 
see the promise of November as well. Beloved children of God, there are 
many reasons to give love and share thankfulness. Our November will be 
different, but that does not mean we are without reasons to celebrate. Be 
of good courage and celebrate, for God is good all the time, and all the time 

God is good.       

Pastor’s Message 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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 In the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us “For 
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…” These 
ancient words have carried new meaning since March. The sanctuary has 
remained closed on Sundays for what is likely the longest period during our 

church’s history. We have truly lived out the words of Ecclesiastes 3:5 as we have lived out the 
admonition that there is “a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing…” 
 

For the past few months, our church’s reopening team has been working on a way to open our 
doors safely on Sunday mornings. Our team members have taken our call to reopen the doors with 
the safety of all individuals seriously and have developed a plan to allow in person worship while 
continuing to have Zoom availability for those who are more comfortable worshiping from a 
distance. We have worked with Calf Audio in conjunction with the Church Council and the Trustees 
to prepare our sanctuary for a worship service that can reach people both in person and at a 
distance. 
 

Here is how worship will look on Sunday mornings: 
 

1. Masks will be required at all times while in the church unless you are presenting at the 
microphone from the front of the church behind a shield. Please maintain a social distance of 6’ 
from people outside of your group. Signs of peace and joy can be shared at a distance with a 
wave instead of a hug. 

2. Entry to church will only be available through the front door on Main Street. You will be greeted 
by a volunteer with a log who will collect your information for the purposes of contact tracing. 
While we are not mandating information, we are asking that you please provide the 
information for the safety and peace of mind of others. The greeter will also have a limited 
number of disposable masks available for individuals who do not have a mask.  

3. We are using one set of stairs for entry to the sanctuary and one set for exiting the sanctuary. 
We ask all individuals who do not require the elevator to remain outside of the Fellowship Hall. 
Bathrooms are available for those who require them, but we would appreciate their use being 
limited to necessities.  

4. Volunteer ushers will help you to a seat in the sanctuary upon arrival. At the end of the service, 
you will be dismissed by row. There will be no organized offering during the service, but a place 
will be provided for individuals to leave an offering. 

5. At this time, there will be no congregational singing during worship. Communion is also on hold 

for now. We also cannot provide bulletins to individuals coming to worship, so please print your 
bulletin and bring it with you. 

6. There will be no coffee hour for now and individuals will be asked to have any conversations 

after worship in a socially-distanced manner outside of the building in fresh air. Due to the 
pandemic, the pastor will not be greeting everyone at the door upon exit. 
 

All gatherings are only to take place while it is safe to gather. Our church will return to virtual 
worship with a skeletal crew if instructed by our state or county government. We will continue to 
follow all requirements from our state and county government. 
 

As a result of the necessities of our circumstances, we ask you to please be patient with us. We plan 

to open our doors for our blended worship service on November 1st.     
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Feeling down?  Need a lift?  Need to hear a friendly 
voice?     Call the Good Word, (607) 387-8202  

Special dates 
 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2020 
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 1, 2020 
• Election Day, November 3, 2020 
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2020 
• Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 2020 
• First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020 

S hirley and Dick Boyes would like to thank everyone for the 
wonderful anniversary cards that were sent them for their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary.  Shirley tells me they celebrated with some 
family and friends on that Sunday at an outdoor event.   

Update from the TUMC Altar Guild… 
Submitted by Suzanne Organ 
 

This time of year we are starting to think Christmas and Advent in the 
Church - with Advent and the Altar Guild, that means 
Poinsettia’s!  Wrapping my head around that this year has been a little 
difficult with all the what ifs and unknowns.  On top of that - I still have 
the orders from the Easter Lilies that went unordered this past 
Easter.  I will not be doing the normal Poinsettia order’s this year, but 
will use the donation money we have received to purchase some 

Poinsettia’s to decorate the church for Christmas.  Donations made for Easter will be 
recognized in the bulletin and newsletter as in the past.  Hopefully, we will be back to the 
Altar Guild normal orders in 2021!   

From Ronda Ketcham, TUMC Crop Walk Coordinator… 
 

Oh my goodness, I am sooo excited! Our TUMC community ROCKS!! That's right. We all 
ROCK. Through your efforts and generosity, we raised $2,750.00 for the 2020 CWS/CROP. We 
give all praise, honor and glory to God who prompted so many to give and to give generously. 
I thank you all for listening to God's prompting and giving as he led you. Thank you for your 
faithfulness. 
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Notes from the Editor… 
 

Just a few quick updates.   I actually had to leave a couple items for the next newsletter again. I 
am trying to keep these issues manageable at 8 pages as it is easier for me to get out quickly 
and give enough news to keep us on a monthly schedule even though many of the things I 
might normally report on are sadly not happening.  By the time you read this we will headed 
towards our first Sunday when we will be worshipping in our sanctuary, I am very much 
looking forward to seeing some of your faces out there 
 

I want to point out on the next page in the thank you from Chris’s family, the photo of Chris.  
Dick told me this was one of his favorite photos of Chris and is from when he first met her.  
What a darling photo!    
 
When the next issue comes out, we will be nearing Christmas.  I wonder what will a COVID 
Christmas be like?  COVID or not, we will celebrate the birth of Jesus and God will shine down 

upon us.  Until next time…………      
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Editors Note:   For some reason when this came over as a pdf, the links got lost, therefore 
for the link to All Saints information:  Click Here. 

A special thank you from the family of Chris Kimball-Peterson 
 

We are still in shock over the passing of a wonderful 
wife and mother.  Chris has left  a big hole in our 
heart and in our home.  We miss her more than words 
can express.  The miracle that we all prayed would 
heal her came in a different way.  The true miracle 
was the outpouring of support, get well wishes, and 
warm expressions of sympathy after Chris passed 
away.  We want to thank this wonderful church 
family for helping us find a path through our grief.  
You are all beautiful, wonderful friends, and we have been lifted by 
everything you have done.  Thank you so much and God Bless you all. 
 

We will schedule a memorial service for Chris next Spring.  We will 
likely wait until COVID lockdowns are lifted so we can have a somewhat 
normal service for Chris.  Right now, we can’t even guess when that can 
happen.  Chris will be interred at the National Cemetery in Romulus 
(Sampson).     Dick, Christy, Cari, Jeannine and Anessa. 

http://trumansburgumc.org/all_saints_day__november_1_2020
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A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 
 

 The trustees won’t meet this month until the 20th, so there is not a lot to report.  At our 
meeting, we will be setting a date for the fall church exterior cleanup.  We will let everyone 
know the date.  If you can join us, we can get a lot of work done in two hours.  We will be 
raking, sweeping, trimming, and mulching.  It will be our last opportunity to get this done 
before the snow season starts. 
 Jay’s Cleaning keeps our church clean.  However, they have been on hiatus since the COVID 
shut-down.  They will be doing a deep cleaning to prepare for our planned November 1st  
re-opening.  Jean Jay is well prepared to meet state cleaning guidelines.  The Trustees will be 
steam cleaning the stairways and the sanctuary carpeting as the last step before re-opening. 
 Because Pastor Rob and Judi Eastburn will not be wearing masks during services, we will 
need a plexiglass screen in front of the pulpit and the podium.  Bill Grove is gathering 
materials for the screens and he will make and set them up before the November 1st services.  
Thank you, Bill. 
 We reported last month that the parsonage needed a new refrigerator.  Cal Organ found a 
good model at Best Buy and helped the Deans do the changeover when the new refrigerator 
arrived a few days ago.  Thanks, Cal, for continuing to take care of issues at the parsonage. 
 We will let you know if any issues come up. 

Greetings from your Church Council... 
 

Your church council met via Zoom on Tuesday, October 
13, 2020. Among many topics of discussion were ideas 
for fundraising; recognizing that most of our year-end 
fundraising events and activities cannot be held as usual. 
Ahead of the meeting, our church family had shared 
many ideas with us for ways to hold some of our usual events safely, and had a number of 
ideas for alternate events. We considered them all very seriously and brainstormed ways to 
bring them to reality. They were creative and we were excited about them. However, the 
unfortunate realities of the current Covid situation presented several logistical barriers. 
Among them, the fact that the vast majority of our congregation who typically participate in 
the making, baking, cooking, cleaning, selling, (and even purchasing) of the various goodies we 
all enjoy at the end of the year are at least aged 60 or more. This virtually eliminates the 
possibility of safe, in person workers in close quarters to make the events happen. "Virtual" 
and "Online" events such as auctions, online sales and so forth all require someone managing 
the computerized marketplace, which needs a way for participants to pay for purchases 
electronically, and then a way for items to safely be delivered or picked up - a huge 
undertaking in the best of times. We considered the possibility of food sales such as pies 
("drive by type") that people would make at home and bring to sell, but are concerned that 

Cont’d on page 7... 
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the public may not be comfortable with the safety of food or craft items made in private 
homes at this time. And finally, we are not convinced that any plans that we make for live 
events would not be cancelled by the NYS opening and closing requirements based on Covid 
prevalence, which is clearly increasing daily. 
 
For these reasons, with heavy hearts, we have decided to forgo any live fundraising events at 

this time. However, we are planning a “Safe-at-Home Fundraiser.”  We know that this 

doesn't give us the fun of an event or the presence in our community, sadly. Nonetheless, it is 
simple, safe, helpful and needed to assist our budget as the year ends. So, we are asking our 
TUMC community - family, friends, neighbors, donors, members, anyone - to consider the 
following:  
 

 How much $ would you have spent on New Year’s Day dinner ingredients 
and to eat there? 

 How much would you have spent to create craft items for the Christmas 
Bazaar? 

 How much to shop at the Bazaar and have lunch there? 

 How much to make pies for the BBQ, and buy BBQ chicken? 

 How much time would you have spent on these activities?  What is your 
time worth? 

 
See how it all adds up, and consider making a check out to TUMC. Not nearly as satisfying as 
our "regular" traditions, but this year is anything but "regular." We know that our church 
family is ever-faithful and will prayerfully consider this situation.  
 
Respectfully, 
TUMC Church Council 
 

P.S.  Please include "FUNDRAISER DONATION" on the memo line of your check, which will 

make our bookkeeping easier. Checks should be made payable to TUMC and mailed to 
TUMC, PO Box 628, Trumansburg, NY 14886; or placed in the Financial Secretary’s 
mailbox at church, by Saturday, December 5.  Also, none of the above decisions 
preclude you, on an individual basis, from calling your favorite pie-baker and agreeing 
to donate a TUMC check if they will make you a pie. I'm thinking of calling Colin for 
some of his famous cheese straws. Just sayin'!   - Sue Brower, Council Chair 

...Cont’d from page 6 
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Starting November 1, we hope to be worshipping in our sanctuary, however, if 
you are not able to join us in the sanctuary; we will continue to broadcast the 
service on Zoom. Adult Sunday School at 9; Worship at 10:15.  To join Zoom 
worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the front page; or if 
you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

