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General Conference Update 
Submitted by Pastor Rob Dean 

The United Methodist Church as a global body has once again postponed the General 
Conference (GC) originally scheduled for May of 2020 to August 29th - September 6, 2022. The 
General Conference is the only body that speaks on behalf of the United Methodist Church. We 
are raising this GC up for your thoughts and prayers now for several reasons.   

First, should the GC meet in 2022, the GC will be considering several potential pieces of 
legislation about a potential schism within the United Methodist Church. One plan, “A Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace through Separation” has such support from a number of major leaders 
within several caucuses of the church (the Council of Bishops, “Progressives,” Traditionalists,” etc.) 
that many people believe it will pass through the General Conference. This Protocol was created 
through a mediation process that included representatives and voices from nearly every corner of 
church life. We want you to be aware that this legislation exists and may affect our church globally. 

Second, as a result of the existence of this Protocol, the Conference is surveying both Pastors 
and Lay Leaders about their intentions should this Protocol pass through General Conference for 
the purpose of planning. Neither our Lay Leader Judi Eastburn nor any other part of our church is 
entering into a binding agreement through filling out this survey. On my end, I plan to answer that 
I do not know what I will do until I see the result of the General Conference. To put it colloquially, I 
have every intention of looking before I leap. I encourage everyone, including our Lay Leader, to 
look before they leap in such matters! 

There are a few worries this Protocol may raise, so let me attempt to put those to rest: 
1) The Protocol understands that each church has a “trust clause” on both the physical

property and the financial resources. The trust clause is a Methodist clause dating back to
John Wesley which states that all property reverts to the ownership of the greater church if
a local church ceases to function as a Methodist ministry. If we were to cease being a
United Methodist Church tomorrow without good reason, our church property could be
transferred into the ownership of the United Methodist Church as a result of the
agreements willingly entered into by this church when it became a United Methodist
congregation.

2) The Protocol would suspend the trust clause for churches leaving the United Methodist
Church to join with one of the new denominations forming after the Protocol is
approved.  In other words, if our church cannot abide by the resulting United Methodist
Church or the decision of the Annual Conference to align with one of the new
denominations, then we are welcome to join with one of the other denominations
splintering from the United Methodist Church while retaining our property, although the
trust clause may end up transferring to the new denomination.

3) The amount of time in the initial Protocol for a church to make such a decision was set for
over a year and a half from the original proposed date. The makers of the Protocol did not
want churches to feel forced into quick decisions and we will likely have what feels like
too much time to discuss and pray over our options.

Just the facts: 1) Nothing has been approved yet; 2) Nobody is attempting to take the church or 
church funds away; 3) We will have time to pray and come to a decision when and if a decision 
must be made. 

If you wish to find out more information on the Protocol, there is an FAQ that remains 
current on the United Methodist Church’s Website. This FAQ is linked on our church’s website and 
the FAQ can be found directly here: https://bit.ly/3B8ITBC.   
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