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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM on Zoom 

May 2021 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

 Friends in Christ, 
 
The season after Easter is a time of great joy and celebration. Culminating 
in both the Ascension of Christ and the coming of Pentecost, the fifty days 
after Easter exist as an invitation to see all of life through the lens of 
resurrection. 
 
Throughout this season we have been singing “Halle, halle, hallelujah” in 
church every Sunday. We have been filling cyberspace with joy and soon 
will return to a space where we will celebrate both in person and across 
the internet. On the first Sunday in May we will gather together in person 
and on Zoom to share the Good News, break bread, and celebrate 
together as one people in many places. 
 
As we gather in person, there are some requirements that will need to be 
fulfilled for the safety of our community and neighbors. We will continue 
to require masks, take temperatures, and keep track of who is present in 
worship.  Individuals will be encouraged to continue to monitor their 
health for potential signs of COVID-19 and to remain home if they are 
feeling unwell. Until recommendations change, we will continue to ask 
people to print their bulletins at home and will ask people to refrain from 
singing in worship so that we can maintain appropriate social distancing 
(as singers require 12 feet of social distancing instead of 6 feet). 
 
We know that these matters can be difficult and that it has been a long 
pandemic. The rise of variant strains will hopefully be kept in check and 
vaccination availability will increase to the point that our precautions will 
no longer be necessary. Until then, we give thanks as a community that 
there have been no outbreaks within our church and continue to be 
grateful that having no news of exposure is good news. 
 
In the meantime, I hope that the joy of Easter is filling you with joy and 
gratitude. As we prepare for the day of Pentecost, may the Holy Spirit fill 
you and those you love with Easter hope and joy. 
 
In Christ, 
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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What is Ascension Thursday? 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 
There is a minor Christian holiday Forty Days after Easter that shouldn’t be considered minor. 
On May 13th, Christians who celebrate within the western traditions of Christianity (Roman 
Catholics and Protestants) stop to remember the ascension of Jesus Christ to Heaven. 
 
Drawing heavily upon both the stories found in the gospels of Mark and Luke and the story 
found in the Book of Acts, Ascension Thursday is the day when we recognize the biblical 
tradition that teaches that Christ rose up to heaven in front of the disciples. Drawing upon 
multiple sources throughout the New Testament, Christians have taught that Jesus will one 
day return. We proclaim that Christ will return each time we share the words that, “Christ has 
died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.” 
 
If the scriptures provide a framework for existence then we live in the space between the 
ascension and the return of Christ. This age is the “Age of the Church” where the Gospel is 
proclaimed throughout the world while we await the return of God. 
 
The time between Ascension Thursday and Christ the King Sunday (when we look forward to 
Christ’s return on the last Sunday before Advent) is set aside to talk about how God teaches 
and guides the church both through the Holy Spirit and through the teaching of the Bible. In 
many ways, Ascension Sunday is when we switch our focus from Christ’s life and journey to 
our life and journey as a community and individuals. 
 
This Ascension Thursday we will be sharing a special meditation as a church. We hope that you 
will join us as we spend time focusing on both the ascension of Christ and the mission that was 
left for us during the season of the church. Keep an eye out on the website and through the e-
News for more information as May 13, 2021 draws near! 
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Special dates 
 

• National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021 

• Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021 

• Ascension Day, May 13, 2021 
• Pentecost, May 23, 2021 

• Victoria Day (Canada), May 24, 2021 
• Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021 

• Memorial Day, May 31, 2021 

Mission and Outreach Update… 

Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 
Mission and Outreach is meeting on Monday, May 3rd at 
TUMC at 6pm and possibly on zoom. Plan to mask and 
distance regardless of your vaccination status.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend!  Looking forward to catching up!  

A Message from Shirley Boyes… 
 
I was talking with Shirley the other day on the phone and the 
newsletter came up in conversation and she asked that I put a notice 
in that she is still willing to sell the Rada Knives that many of us have bought from the UMW.  
She has a fair inventory at her apartment and if anyone knows of a particular knife they might 
be in need of, they should give her a call as she may have it in inventory and if not, she can 
order it.  With no bazaar this year, among other events, they were not able to sell the knives.  
She just wanted to let people know that if you have a need for one of these wonderful knives 
(of which I own a whole bunch), she may even have one in stock.  Her phone number is in 
your church directory.   
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Thank you, March and April Trumansburg Food Pantry volunteers! 
 

You helped us serve 300 people over the past two months. 
 

Kay Cooke, Steve Ketcham, Scott Sheavly, Judi Eastburn, Kate Merriman, Mary Louise Gallagher, 

John Manheim, Peg Benham (Treasurer), Carl Benham, Mary Ochs, Marc and Phyllis Kaplan, 

Dottie Manheim (Site Manager), Bev Johnson, Pat Smith, Paul and Maxine Flagg, Kayti Dean, 

Austin Dean, Joy Dean, Carol Grove (Program Coordinator), Karen Dean (Program Co-

Coordinator), Bill Dean, plus the rest of our “regulars” who join us every other Monday! 

Church Reopening... 
 
At this writing, we are anxiously looking forward to having in-person worship again, starting the 
first Sunday in May (May 2).   We will reopen with our COVID precautions in place.  On Sunday 
morning, while continuing to livestream on Zoom, we will be allowing in-person worship with 
the equivalent of a first-come, first-serve basis. Masks will be required, temperatures will be 
taken at the door, and social-distancing will be kept in effect regardless of vaccination status, 
although vaccination is encouraged both for the safety of others and for the betterment of our 
community as a whole!   
 
On the first Sunday of May, we will be offering communion with individual cups of juice and 
wafers for individuals. There will be neither a common cup nor a shared loaf, but each person 
will receive a sealed cup with juice along with a wafer. The elements will be distributed by an 
usher who will be wearing sanitary gloves. We will unfortunately not be able to offer gluten-
free communion wafers at this time, but all of the juice is individually sealed at the factory. If 
you are local and wish to bring a gluten-free "wafer" from home in a sealed container, it will 
happily be included within the consecration of the elements. 
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Notes from the Editor… 
 

 As I write this, spring is here and my husband and I are looking forward to finally seeing 
our kids/grandkids.  As of this writing, we plan to leave on May 15 for a very long road trip.  We 
are so anxious to see our children/grandchildren, it has been too long.  I have lined up some 
wonderful people to take my place in the lay leader role for worship and I will be available through 
email and may even try to get on zoom for our services and will keep the website updated as 
needed.  Keep us in your prayers that we stay healthy and endure the trip well.   
 One final note, on finances, you have not been receiving quarterly statements as we are 
not in church to give them out.  If you should have a need to know where your contributions 
stand, please leave a message on the office phone (387-9024) and we can mail you an updated 
statement.   
 Due to my travels, there will not be a June issue, I will do a summer issue upon my return. 

Until then, please stay happy, healthy, and safe…………………………    
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DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT OUR PIPE ORGAN??? 
 

Our precious pipe organ is 159 years old.  It was built and installed in 1862 in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Dewitt Park in Ithaca, NY.  They had it for around 25 years when the 
organ was moved to the Aurora Street Methodist Church (now St. Paul’s UMC) in Ithaca 
around 1887.  The following is an excerpt from the “History of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ithaca, New York during one hundred years”--Music History – 1804-1904  – source/
Ancestry.com 
 

   “ … there seems to have been no instrument other than a melodeon or a tuning fork used ..… 
 ‘He defended the use of instrumental music in public on the grounds that the tones of the 
 organ had a power to counteract the influence of devils.’  About the year 1862 a movement 
 was made to secure a pipe organ and on October 15, 1862, a pipe organ costing $1,200,  
 purchased from Mr. Garret House, of Buffalo, N.Y., was placed in the church.  ….  That organ was used 

 for about twenty-five years when it was replaced by a larger one by the same maker, … the original organ 
 having been sold to the Aurora Street Methodist Church of this city …   It was noted for the exceptional 
 sweetness and purity of its tone.” 

  

The Aurora Street Methodist Church (St. Paul’s) started with a wood frame 
construction on its present site, which was demolished when it was outgrown, and a larger 
church of brick was constructed around 1864.  When this too became inadequate for their 
growth, the brick building was torn down and replaced with the third, current building.  The 
following is an excerpt from “The History of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.” – last updated 
in 2003/found on internet. 

 

 “After only 36 years of service, it was decided that the brick church, ….. would be 
 demolished and a new building constructed on the site.  The last service of worship 
was held in November of 1906.” 
 

One of the saints from our past, Annie Douglass Payne, spent much of her life on a farm 
in Halseyville, NY, just outside of Trumansburg very near Taughannock Creek.  In 1963, when 
she turned 70, she started writing her autobiography which she entitled “My Heritage by Annie 
Douglass Payne”.  This extensive, detailed story of her family’s and her life is a work to be 
admired, and was completed in 1974.  There are many references to our church throughout 
her story, and one in particular, has to do with our pipe organ.  The Douglass family had strong 
ties to our church.  If you take the stairwell to the left in the front foyer, the first stained glass 
window on that side has the name “DOUGLASS” on it.  In 1910/1911, her parents, William and 
Malena Douglass, donated that window when a floor was added to create our present 
sanctuary.  The following is taken from her autobiography and coincides with excerpt above.  

 
 “1906 was the year that the First Church [now St. Paul’s] in Ithaca was torn down and our 
church [then named Methodist Episcopal Church] bought their pipe organ.  Before that we had 
just a little parlor organ.  Several of the farmers were to drive to Ithaca in October for loads of 
the organ and Daddy was one of them.  The morning of the planned trip our Maud horse was 
so sick that I stayed home from school to help care for her but she died before noon. …. So, we 
did not have a hand in getting the organ moved.  It was a wonderful change for the church.  
It was pumped by hand, of course.  A boy was hired to work the pump. He had a chair behind 
the organ and at times on warm summer days he would go to sleep during the sermon.   
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PIPE ORGAN – continued from page 6 
 

When it was installed, we had an organ recital evening with Melville Biggs Goodwin, the 
organist at Sage Chapel, as guest organist.  I think he was a relative of the Biggs family and 
a graduate student at Cornell.  It was a real swanky evening with the “400” present.”  
 

The original hand-pumped blower, behind the organ, was replaced by an electric 
blower around 1929, as electricity had come into more use by then.  The current blower for 
the organ is in the basement of the church and a pipe carrying the air runs from the basement 
to the organ.  The organ has what’s called a “tracker action” keyboard, which means that 
there is a mechanical linkage from the keyboard to each pipe – opens and closes pipes to let 
in air, or stop it, to produce the sounds we hear.  Linkages to the keyboard are made of 
wooden and leather parts.  Most modern organs have electronic linkages.  The original organ 
had a beautiful wooden façade, which unfortunately someone felt the need to cut off and 
replaced it with a screen.  The front of the organ today, just above the keyboards to the 
pedals, is part of the original wood work (case) of the organ, though it has been painted many 
times.  The new pipes installed in 1963/64 can be seen above that area.   

 

Around 1959, the organ was turned off because it was in terrible shape and deemed 
unusable.  It remained silent for 4-5 years, during which time an electronic organ was used in 
its place.  (Rev. Tom Lange’s father sold our church the electronic organ - Rev. Lange was the 
Presbyterian minister).  In 1962, an estimate for restoration of the organ was secured, and a 
committee was formed for fundraising to restore the pipe organ.  This fundraising package 
included other items for restoration or needed maintenance in 
the church.  The work of restoring the organ actually began in 
1963 by Richard Strauss, organ repairer and tuner of Ithaca, NY.  
The cost of the restoration was $2,700 – very inexpensive by 
today’s standards, but a lot in the 1950’s.   

 

On July 5, 1964, Mr. Strauss gave an organ recital to 
celebrate the new life given to our wonderful pipe organ.  We’ve 
enjoyed hearing our favorite hymns, concerts, etc., all these 
years since the restoration.  We have taken great care over the 
years to maintain and service our pipe organ on a regular basis, 
but there are some things that may have to be done in order to 
keep that wonderful sound vibrant.  I look forward to hearing 
those majestic sounds for many years.  We are thankful for those 
who went ahead of us and were instrumental in our having this 
delightful instrument in our sanctuary. 

 
      Mary Jamison, Church Historian 
      April 12, 2021  
[Dates/and places are correct in this document, as internet provided information not readily 

available before.  e.g. The organ was purchased from St. Paul’s - not State Street Methodist, and came to 
Trumansburg Methodist in 1906, not 1911 or 1920’s.] 
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A note from the Trustees…….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson,  on behalf of the Trustees 

Spring has arrived and thoughts go to lawn mowing and, of course, chicken 
barbecues.  We did not have any barbecues last year due to COVID.  In 
order to stay in practice, we have scheduled our Spring 2021 barbecue and 
pie sale on Saturday, May 22nd.   We look forward to a great day, and we 
encourage all of you to stop by to pick up a delicious pie and some fine 

barbecued chicken.  Such a great meal.  Anyone wanting to join in on the barbecuing fun or 
helping with sales is more than welcome. 
 
Lawnmowing will happen very soon.  The grass is green and starting to 
grow rapidly.  I have volunteered myself to do the first mowing.  The 
property looks good thanks to all who helped do a good clean-up in 
the fall. 
 
The kitchen outside door handle mechanism has broken.  A new crash bar and lock system is 
being ordered and Ace Security will be installing it.  It may take a while, but it will be taken 
care of.  The broken assembly was cracked and was gradually breaking over time.  Such 
failures are not unusual.   
 
John Hackett and his crew will be repairing the leaking issue involving the roof over the 
basement stairway.  The stairway cover structure has been pulling away from the church 
wall enough to allow water to come in .  The repair requires removing the stairway roof 
shingles, anchoring the structure to the church wall, installing flashing, replacing the shingles 
(thankfully, we have a good supply of shingles in the garage), and sealing the joint.  The total 
cost will be $2,200. 
 
We are making plans to update the small restroom in the church.  Cal Organ is preparing an 
estimated cost.  The planned work will help us comply with accessibility requirements.  We 
have to complete an accessibility survey for the Conference each year.  For a building that is 
164 years old, the church gets good marks for overall accessibility.   
 
We will have more news for the next newsletter.  Thank you all for your continued support. 
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Trumansburg United Methodist Church 
80 E. Main St. 
P.O. Box 628 
Trumansburg, NY 14886 
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The plan now is to open in-person worship on May 2 at 10:15.  We will 
continue to wear masks, sign in, and distance.  The service will also continue 
to be available on Zoom for those not able to attend.  To join Zoom worship, 
go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the front page; or if you are 
viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

Altar Guild Reps.  May:   Kay Cooke 
                              June:    Ellen Mitterer 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

