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Trumansburg UMC 
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Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
 Parsonage phone:  

(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email:  Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs.  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  
School 

May 2019 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 

Easter: Beyond Bonnets,  
Chocolate Bunnies, and Easter Eggs 

 
I love Easter! It doesn’t bring the stress of all the lists and present buying 
of Christmas. And it is the “other” holiday when it’s socially OK to admit 
you’re a practicing Christian. 
 
But wait! There’s more!! 
 
Easter isn’t over! It lasts for 50 (count ‘em FIFTY) days. So, if you like, you 
can get all those day-after-Easter sales on the chocolate bunnies and still 
be in season.  
 
Easter day can be hard to find. It keeps moving around on you. There is a 
trick: it is the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring 
equinox. So, if you pay close attention to such things, Easter day should 
have been March 24th this year. The Spring equinox occurred at 5:58 
P.M. on March 20th. The moon was full at 9:43 P.M. And the next Sunday 
was March 24th. But at the Council of Nicea, in 325 AD, they established 
the date of the vernal equinox as March 21st for the Christian calendar. 
(Astronomically it can occur on the 19th, 20th, or 21st.) Why? That I don’t 
know. But now you have a nifty piece of trivia to amaze your friends.  
 
As you plant your garden or enjoy the blooming flowers remember that 
this is the season that we celebrate new life. Resurrection life. When all 
looked at its most bleak and it looked like the devil and the Roman 
Empire had won. Jesus played the ultimate joke on them. What, to the 
world looked like the ultimate defeat became the ultimate victory. Death 
itself has been defeated! 
 
The new life we live is not just survival, not just existence, not just 
getting by, it is the eternal life of Christ embodied in us. 
 
So - go ahead! Have another chocolate bunny. It’s still Easter. And as you 
do, give thanks to God for the new life that is ours in Christ. 
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First Quarter Financial Report 
 

Receipts  - General income from Pledges, Contributions and loose offerings 
 

Pledges $19,820.00 
Contributions  $  4,699.20 
Loose offerings $     651.20 
Total General Income $25,170.40 
Budgeted general income $24,500.00 
 
We exceeded the budgeted general income amount for this quarter by almost $700. Good 
Work Church! Your faithfulness to our church community is our most important asset. The 
money you contribute along with the endless hours of volunteer contributions, which do not 
appear on the tally sheet, continue to sustain us. 
 
In the second quarter the Finance Committee is confident that we will again achieve our 
budgeted goal of  $35,500.00 for the second quarter, which covers the months of April, May 
and June. Yes, this is slightly more than in the winter months, but is historically when we 
receive this amount.  
 
Enjoy the Spring weather. Rejoice in the changes, which nature is providing and which will be 
occurring in our church building. The world is about to turn! 

2019  
New sign on 
door of TUMC... 



  Page 3  

 

 

 

OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

• National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019  
• Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019  
• Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2019  
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 20, 2019  
• Memorial Day, May 27, 2019  
• Ascension, May 30, 2019 

Special TUMC Dates 
• Planned Giving Presentation, May 19, 2019 after 

worship by Heather Brown and Ron Salyer 
• Talk on The Windows May 26, 2019 after worship by 

Tony Serviente.   

Your Photos Needed for New Contest… 

Submitted by Judi Eastburn 
 
A few of us were talking one day about past newsletters and ideas of 
things we might do for the present.  The memory was shared of the 
time we were asked to submit old wedding photos and people were 
asked to guess who were in these photos.  From that memory, came a 
suggestion that we might ask people for photos of either high school or 
when they were kids and run a contest to see who was the first to 
identify them.  I mentioned it in the service on Palm Sunday and already 
have two submissions so I’m hoping that means people are up for this 
task.  Please search through any old favorites, or not, photos you have of 
yourself (high school age and younger) and send them to me, either by email (if you have an 
electronic version) or put in an envelope in my newsletter box with your name, for my eyes 
only, and I will scan and return to you quickly.  I’m thinking I will publish maybe 3-4 per issue.   
Submit your guesses to me and I will go with the first received correct answer for the win.  I 
promise to sort the emails by date/time to go with the earliest submission.  That sees to be the 
most likely, fair and quickest way to handle this.  I will check my box daily and go in the order 
that I receive them.  Winner will be announced in the next issue and will get a prize (TBD).  If no 
one gets a correct answer (which I’m not sure I would be able to guess the two I have), the next 
issue will rerun them with a hint by each hoping that will help.  I will also accept photos from 
people who may now reside elsewhere but were regular members here within the last few 
years.   

Sample (hint, I’m married 
to one of these twins) 
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 A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 
 
Spring is coming (soon, we hope), and there will be much activity going on around the church 
exterior.  Our brick repair folks are ready to start the west wall, the north wall, and the 
remaining brick repairs in the bell tower interior.  They will be 
working for several weeks to complete all of the remaining work.  
We thank this devoted congregation for providing the funds to 
complete this very necessary work.  Please be aware that John 
Hackett’s work trailer will be parked along South Street for the 
duration of the brick work. 
 
In early May, Serviente Glass Studios will arrive to remove the 
stained glass windows for complete repair and refurbishing.  All of 
the windows will be removed over a period of about two weeks.  
The plexiglass protective covers will be re-installed to serve as 
windows while the repairs are made in the Serviente shop.  Tony 
Serviente plans to have the entire project all or nearly completed by November 15th.  With the 
stained glass windows removed, the sanctuary will be much brighter.  Once the repaired 
windows are re-installed, the sanctuary will be returned to subdued, restful brightness.   
 
Tony Serviente plans to visit us during coffee hour after the May 26th service.  He will explain 
the entire process and answer questions that any of you might have.  It will be an interesting 
opportunity for everyone to understand the process and appreciate the importance of doing 
this work. 
 
We are thankful for the donation of a beautiful spinet piano for the Fellowship Hall.  It will be 
a wonderful addition to Fellowship Hall activities.  The donation of the piano included the cost 
of moving and tuning. Thank you Mary Jamison.  Many of us used the old piano as a place to 
set down coffee cups and cake plates or other items.  We ask that this piano not be used for 
that purpose.  It has been totally refinished and we hope to keep it as pristine as the day it 
arrived.  We also thank Sue Lodinski for providing a home for the old piano. 
 
DON’T FORGET THE ANNUAL SPRING CHICKEN BARBECUE AND PIE SALE ON MAY 18TH.  WE 

ARE DOING 250 HALVES AND THERE WILL BE MANY DELICIOUS PIES.  WE HOPE ALL OF YOU 

CAN HELP US SELL OUT BY 1 PM OR SOONER.  THE PIES WILL BE $10 AND THE CHICKEN WILL 

BE $6 PER HALF.  THE PIES WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 9 AM AND THE CHICKEN WILL BE 

READY BY 11 AM.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO A GREAT DAY!! 

 

Editor’s note:  I personally think this is the best chicken in town and the pies are outstanding 

(I’m looking forward to eating mine) so come early to get your pick!   
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Trumansburg Food Pantry, May and June 2019 
Submitted by Peg Benham 
 

Volunteers from our church are needed for only 3 distributions during May and June.  The dates 
assigned to our church this year are:  May 13th, June 3rd, and June 17th.  The Food Pantry decided not 
to have a distribution on Memorial Day, May 17th.   
 
Volunteers are needed from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm to help set up tables, 
carry food from the basement, repackage food, work behind the tables 
during the actual distribution (12:45 – 2:15) and help carry client boxes.  
We need someone with a truck to pick up groceries and milk from the 
Shur-Save  (contact Dot Manheim for details), deliver boxes to Juniper 
Manor (May 13th and June 17th only) and to take cardboard, bread flats 
and milk crates back to the Shur Save after the distribution.  We also 
need 2 people for the evening distribution 5:00 – 6:15 pm (great 
opportunity for a family to help).  We are currently serving 15-20 
families at the evening distribution.   
 
Our church must also be responsible for the Emergency Kitchen Cupboard for both May and June.  
We need 3 or 4 people to check the Hot Line phone number daily for calls from clients needing 
emergency food assistance (We rarely have calls, but it is a service we provide and itôs an easy way 
to help for a 2 week period of time).  Instructions are provided with the Hot Line log book.   
 
There will be a sign-up sheet next to the coffee hour calendar, listing the various jobs that need to be 

filled.  The Food Pantry is currently serving 70-80 families per distribution and your help is greatly 

needed.  Please consider signing up for this worthwhile ministry.  If you are unable to volunteer to 

work, remember your donations truly appreciated.  If you are unable to get to church to sign up or 

have any questions, please call Peg Benham (387-6980) or Dot Manheim (387-6028).  So, mark your 

calendars for May 13th, June 3rd, and June 17th.   Thank you and God bless you for lending a helping 

hand!   

Thank You, Thank you.…. 
Submitted by Jan Fergus on behalf of the UMW 
  
The United Methodist Women would like to thank all who contributed to the Bath VA Medical 
Center Project.  We received many donations which will be much appreciated by the veterans 
at this center.  We would also like to acknowledge donations from Kinney Drugs and the Shur-
Save.  We remain amazed by the generosity of our congregation.  Thank you all so much!   
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So many do so much in our church but I’d like 

to just highlight a few I noticed just this week.  

Thank you goes out to Mary Jamison (already 

noted in the Trustees report) for the beautiful 

Spinet piano in the fellowship hall.  It is 

refinished so nicely, and it was being tuned the other day when I stopped in the office. Thank 

you also goes out to Sue Brower for her wonderful signs (see one from Palm Sunday below), 

carrying on the tradition from Jim Close who is greatly missed.  To David Raymond for 

stepping in and mailing out this newsletter and last months newsletter while the Kaplans are 

travelling.  To Sandy and Gerry Reynolds for hot cross buns.  And last, but certainly NOT least, 

to Paula Austic for making the wonderful birthday cakes for Tim Martin’s in house birthday 

celebration.    

Tim really enjoyed the birthday 
celebration! 

From the Editor’s Desk… 
 

 Spring seems to finally be here, I cleaned up my grill the other day and barbequed some 
hamburgers for the first time and they tasted really good (I doubt I will ever go vegetarian, I 
just love my burgers and I can’t seem to help it).  It sure is nice to get out and walk a bit, open 
some windows, and take in the fresh air God has sent us.   
 You will see in this issue a call for baby or young person photos of yourself, I hope you all 
will think about joining in on this, it was an idea bantered about by several from the church, I 
was not the originator but thought it was a wonderful idea to break up a bit of the news with 
something new and fun. I even added an example of an old photo. 
 You are doing a great job on designating your funds that go to the Capital Campaign, keep 

it up.  Eileen Collins and I need to be able to make sure you get the proper credit for both 

your stewardship and your donations to the Capital Campaign.  Work will be picking up on 

building and windows very soon and we will keep you updated with photos and reports.  Let 

me take this opportunity to wish all the mothers a Happy Mother’s Day……… and may God’s 

Love go with each of you until next time………..     
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Please check the calendar for May on our web site or check 
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times 

Altar Guild Rep for May:   Kay Cooke 
Alt. Ellen Mitterer 

For the Moms out there — A woman is like a TEABAG.  You canΩt tell how 
STRONG SHE IS until you put her in hot water. — Eleanor Roosevelt  


