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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
Brick Work.... Now What?
At the April 10th Church Council meeting it was unanimously decided
to do one wall this year and to try to do the rest next year. This
option became the clear favorite for reasons that will be explained
below.
BUT FIRST – How is a decision like this made, and why do I love this
church, and what happens next?
I have had the privilege of serving several congregations in my
ministry. I have seen some through some very difficult decisions. I
don’t think I have ever served one that had so little in the way of
contention and power groups. There was a lot of discussion among
those who attended the meeting. We would lean first to one option,
then another.
When we began talking about how to fund the work, some fresh
options were discussed.
Chris Kimball-Peterson has been investigating grant availability. It
looks promising to receive grants for restoration of our building, but
in order to be eligible we would need to be listed on the historical
registry. This process takes a considerable period of time, AND we
need to investigate what restrictions it would impose on our ability
to make any future modifications to the building.
If that seems like a wise direction to go, grants should be available
in 2019. In addition, we anticipate a bequest from the estate of
Lester Burns in the very near future. We do not know how much that
bequest will be.
NEXT: In addition to pursuing the possibilities of grants, the
Finance Committee will be proposing a three year Capital Campaign
to fund this (and possibly other) projects. You’ll be hearing more
about that soon.
So - This summer/Fall we will have one wall repaired and pointed,
and we will be pursuing other sources for funding.
….Continued on Page 2
Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

Pastor’s Message Continued...

Possible directions:
Are you interested in providing a loan to the church?
We will be getting the news of this need to the community or Trumansburg, not just the
church. Our building is cherished by many in the community who do not consider themselves
“Methodist”.
It was suggested that having “Fund Raisers” that reached out into the community might be
rewarding in ways beyond finances.
Be creative. Please share your ideas.
“The Church is of God, and will be preserved to the end of time for the conduct of worship
and the due administration of God's Word and Sacraments, the maintenance of Christian
fellowship and discipline, the edification of believers, and the conversion of the world.”
The Trumansburg UMC has a strong part and a healthy future as a part of that Church.
As we work together to preserve our building as both a tool for ministry and as a cherished
landmark, let us remember that it and we are God’s. The one who has brought us thus far is
faithful. And the faithfulness of God and God’s people will lead us into a future bright with
promise.
You’ll be hearing more about all of this as we move forward in the planning and financing.
Questions and suggestions are always welcome.

Finance Committee update...
Submitted by David Irish
The big news, as you will see in the above Pastor’s Message, is that Council
voted to proceed with the brick repair plan that features doing one wall this
year and the balance next year.
With that decision made, the Finance Committee will work with the Trustees to
develop a Capital Drive with a two year duration with a goal of raising funds to
pay for the work. It is our hope that we do not need to do any additional
borrowing to cover the cost. TUMC does have enough funds to get the work
started but the congregation's active participation in the fund drive will be crucial to the
successful completion of this much needed work.
You will being hearing more details of the Fund Drive in the next few weeks. Thank you in
advance for your continued support.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• National Day of Prayer, May 3, 2018
• Ascension, May 10, 2018
• Mother’s Day, May 13, 2018
• Armed Forces Day, May 19, 2018
• Pentecost, May 20, 2018
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 21, 2018
• Trinity Sunday, May 27, 2018
• Memorial Day, May 28, 2018

Important Note regarding the mailing of the newsletter….
Dan Horn at the Trumansburg post office had made us aware of a
change to the bulk mailing program. In order to maintain our
reduced bulk mailing rate, TUMC needs to make a change to the
mailing label. A line needs to be inserted beneath the recipient's
name, i.e. ....
Judi Eastburn
or current resident
Salo Drive
Trumansburg, NY 14886
The "or current resident" eliminates the added expense of having to return to sender if
the name is no longer correct. If we don't make this change, our mailing rate will
increase. Editor’s note: Just wanted you all to know why this addition was made.
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A note from the Trustees…..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
As you all know, the Trustees, Finance Committee and the Church Council have been
agonizing over the subject of brick repairs. We know that many of you are growing weary
hearing about this over and over. The brick damage does increase year by year, and our
unusual freeze/thaw cycles in the weather don’t help. We know we have no choice but to
act as soon as possible.
The Church Council weighed all of the options and you will see in Jeff’s column the decisions
that were made with great care.
The Trustees are having an outdoor clean-up work bee on Saturday, April 21st. We will be
raking the lawn, putting mulch around the entrance plantings, and planting grass on the east
side lawn, which will grow now that the trees are gone. If the weather is bad that day, the
alternate date is April 28th. The time for either day will 9 AM to Noon. Coffee and donuts will
be provided. (Editor’s note: I realize this will probably have taken place by the time this
issue comes out but I left it in here so you know the kinds of things being spearheaded by the
trustees).
Don’t forget the annual Spring chicken barbecue and pie sale on May
12th. Pies will be available from 9 AM until they are gone. Chicken will
be ready by 11 AM. We are only doing 200 halves this time, so come
early!!

Special Mother’s Day Coffee Hour…
Please join us for worship on Mother’s Day,
May 13, and join us after the service for a
special Mother’s Day Coffee Hour.
This coffee hour will be coordinated by Chris
Kimball-Peterson and Judi Eastburn. Watch for
Cake, coffee, punch, etc, and join us to say
thanks to all the mothers for all they do for
others, be it for their own children,
grandchildren and/or someone else’s.
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A Big Thank You….
Submitted by Jan Fergus on behalf of the UMW
The United Methodist Women would like to thank all who contributed to the Bath
VA Medical Center Project. We received many donations which will be much
appreciated by the veterans at this center. We would also like to acknowledge
donations from Kinney Drugs and the Shur-Save. We remain amazed by the
generosity of our congregation. Thank you all so much!

Photos from Easter Time at TUMC

Sandi and Jerry Reynolds show off the
always mouth-watering hot cross buns.

Photo of Sandi and Jerry taken by Carol Grove, others are mine.

Page 5

Page 6

Trumansburg Food Pantry Volunteers Needed!
June and July 2019
Submitted by Peg Benham
Volunteers from our church are needed for June
and July to work at the free food distributions which
are held at TUMC every other Monday. The dates
assigned to our church are June 11th, June 25th, July
9th, and July 23rd.
Volunteers are needed from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm to help set up tables, carry food from
the basement, repackage food, work behind the tables during the actual distribution (12:45 –
2:15) and help carry client boxes. We also need someone with a truck to pick up groceries
and milk from the Shur-Save (contact Dot Manheim for details), deliver boxes to Juniper
Manor (June 25th and July 23rd only) and to take cardboard, bread flats and milk crates back
to the Shur-Save after the distribution. We also need 2 people for the evening distribution
5:00 – 6:15 pm (great opportunity for a family to help). We are currently serving 20-25
families at the evening distribution.
Our church must also be responsible for the Emergency Kitchen Cupboard for both June
and July. We need 3 or 4 people to check the Hot Line phone number daily for calls from
clients needing emergency food assistance (usually only one or two families per month).
Instructions are provided with the Hot Line log book.
There will be a sign-up sheet next to the coffee hour calendar, listing the various jobs
that need to be filled. The Food Pantry is currently serving 75-85 families per distribution
and your help is greatly needed. Please open your hearts and sign up for this worthwhile
ministry. If you are unable to volunteer to work, remember your donations of canned food
items or $$$ are truly appreciated. If you are unable to get to church to sign up or have any
questions, please call Peg Benham (387-6980) or Dot Manheim (387-6028). So, mark your
calendars for June 11th, June 25th, July 9th and July 23rd. Thank you and God bless you for
lending a helping hand!
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Remembrance Corner….
Submitted by Marge Lener
It is an honor to pay tribute to Don Fairchild, as I’m sure
everyone will agree, especially those involved in our chicken
barbecues. Don was a mainstay at those events, and his
participation was appreciated by all.
This photo of Don and his
Not shy, but not gregarious either, he led an interesting life
wife Mary was scanned
having been a soldier in Panama, and then later a State Police
from 2006 Church Directory
investigator. After his retirement, he apparently had some extra
time on his hands because he then took on the task of letter carrier for the Trumansburg
Post Office!

His quiet, dependent devotion to our church and its activities made him a man you could
count on, a man you could look up to, and a Christian whose life example was admirable.
We miss you, Don!

From the Editor’s desk…
So, as I write this note, April is still operating under the disguise of January but hope “Springs”
eternal. By the time you read this, we will be in or nearing May so the weather “should” be
better!
I know it’s far off, but I want to remind you of our bazaar. As you eventually have fruit or
other things to can, please remember to put up one or two for the bazaar. Also, if you are
spring cleaning and find “like new or new” items you think might work in our Grandma’s Corner
or possibly even good jewelry, please think about donating it to the bazaar. We are planning at
this time to have a grandma’s corner but most likely not the jewelry corner this year but might
think about putting a table or corner of a table of jewelry if we have room for it and get
donations. As always, we need crafts and quilted items. If you have ideas of things you would
like to see crafted, please contact Peg Benham or myself and we will pass these on to the
quilters and crafters. We need ideas of things that you think will sell!
Please let either Marge Lener or I know if you think of someone you would like remembered
in our “Remembrance Corner”. I’m also looking for any summer vacation (yes, I assume
summer will be here sometime) stories or any “God Wink” stories you might have or any other
things you might like to see in your newsletter.
I’m not sure if I have mentioned and publicly thanked Mary Jamison for proofing the
newsletter but she does a great job and I don’t know what I would do without her catching my
“few” errors along the way. Thanks again also to Carol Grove who prints the labels and the
Kaplans who mail this out. Last, but not least, thanks to David Raymond who is willing to back
up the mailing but hasn’t been needed lately. And thanks to you all, the readers, for reading it.
Until next time………………..
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Please check the calendar for May on our web site
(www.trumansburgumc.org) or check with your committee
chair for meeting dates/times.

Altar Guild rep for May: Kay Cooke
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