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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
Easter!
Yes, it is still Easter. Easter
Season follows Lent and
continues for 50 days until
Pentecost.
So what? It is a great time to
remember the power of the
resurrection and to look for
new life in and around us.
As spring brings the flowers,
trees, and shrubs back to life,
what in you needs
resurrecting? Are there
hobbies that have been set
aside? Relationships that have
withered? Plans that you “just
haven’t gotten around to” yet?
This is a great time to let God
breathe new life into whatever
needs it.
God rarely invades. God
usually rejoices in our childlike efforts and, if the eyes of
our spirits are open, enlivens our meager efforts to bear fruit.
So
Dig those antique plastic models out of the basement, pick up the knitting
needles, dust off that musical instrument from high school days,
Or
look up that old buddy from college/high school and contact them via the social
medium of your choosing (even if it’s an old wired telephone), plan a family
reunion, invite someone to dinner whom you haven’t seen in a while but keep
thinking about.
Plan that trip with the family or friends.
AND
in all - look for God to be present and feel God’s smile. Trust me - God will be
there!
Wishing you all God’s blessing until I return to the pastoral role on August first.

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

A note from the Trustees…..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
The south exterior wall of the church will be repaired, repointed and sealed during the latter
half of April. There may be a large lift taking up space in the parking lot, so please bear with
us. This is an important job. There are many cracks and voids in the brick mortar, which
allows water to seep in and cause damage during freeze/thaw episodes. The stone
foundation also has many voids in the mortar, which could cause major issues in the future.
Capstones on the pilasters are also loose. They will be reset and capped off with a copper/
zinc cover to minimize future water damage. The total job will cost $36,500 and will be done
by John Hackett Contracting, Port Byron, NY.
Once again we have had water seep into the Sunday School rooms. This occurs when we
have significant moisture in the ground after Spring snow melt and rain. We appreciate the
quick response by Carl and Peg Benham when they discovered the water. They immediately
mopped up the water before it got out of control. Then Carl brought a wet vac down and
people worked shifts Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday to pick up the water as it seeped
in. We were spared major damage. Thanks to Carl and Peg Benham, Steve Huber, Joe Sibley,
Ronda Ketcham, Jim Terry, Jerry Reynolds, Paula Austic, Mark Ochs, Marc and Phyllis Kaplan,
Charlie Dyke, and Bill Grove for all of their help. This problem occurs when the main village
storm sewer gets clogged up with tree roots and fails to carry snow melt and rain water
away. It backs up in the ground and seeps into the church basement area. The village
worked two days to open the storm sewer, and the problem appears to be over. After heavy
rains today, we are still dry.
Don’t forget the annual spring barbecue and pie sale on May 13 th. Chicken will be available
by 10:30 and pies will be available earlier. The price of the chicken will be $6.00 per half
and pies will be $10.00. It’s Mothers’ Day weekend. Make plans to treat moms to
delicious barbecued chicken!
For the Trustees,
Dick Peterson
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• National Day of Prayer, May 4, 2017
• Mother’s Day, May 14, 2017
• Armed Forces Day, May 20, 2017
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 22, 2017
• Ascension, May 25, 2017
• Memorial Day, May 29, 2017

Mother’s Day Coffee Hour – a message from Mary
Jamison

We're looking for several willing, able-bodied men to
put on coffee hour on Mother's Day, May 14th. It's
easy-peasy, with just ordering a cake from Wegman's
(cakes are budgeted for), setting up cake table in the
fellowship hall, provide punch or some other soft drink,
set up coffee the day before, be there to cut and serve
the cake and punch, and clean up afterwards. If you're
willing and happy to help, please contact Mary Jamison
at 387-6474 or alma78@fltg.net, and put your name(s)
on the coffee hour calendar. Questions? ask Mary J. The ladies of the church will be
delighted to be served by you men folks; and perhaps they might lend some help if needed!
Thank YOU!
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It’s That Time
A Poem by Marge Lener
It’s time for Memorial Day again,
Once a year it comes around
Time for us to watch a parade
(Hope we can find a spot in the shade!)
Time for us to remember those gone
To decorate their graves
To honor the soldiers who fought for our country
To serve in this way takes the brave
So let us salute those in uniform
who fight for us today
In places like Iraq and Iran,
and names we can’t even say
And Let’s say a prayer, for all those up there,
and thank those we never even knew,
For defending our freedom, and waving our flag
For we all love the red, white and blue!
I know I do ----------- don’t you?
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Some Photos from Easter Time at TUMC

A big Thanks to Sandi Reynolds for those mouthwatering Hot Cross
Buns we all look forward to on Palm Sunday! Also thanks to Gerry
for helping her!

He is risen indeed! Great
job by our choir and the
beautiful lilies up front gave
meaning to a wonderful
Easter service. Photos are
taken by Sue Brower and a
couple were mine.
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Remembering & Honoring

Easter Lilies
April 2017

In Memory and Honor of Loved Ones by Paula Austic

In Memory of Harold Wright and Polly Picket by Eileen Collins
In Memory of Jim & Kurt DeSombre by Bonnie DeSombre
In Honor of Rev. Kate Merriman by Rich Flaville
In Memory of our Parents Pearl & Stanley Stonham & Marie & Gilbert Freeman by Mary Alice & Max Freeman

In Memory of George E VanValen & George & Ethel VanValen by Debbie Gatch
In Memory of Our Loved Ones by Bill & Carol Grove
In Memory of Eleanor Robertson Hamill by the Hamill/Holdt Family
In Memory of Loved Ones by the Hamill/Holdt Family

In Memory of our Parents, Siblings & Family, Margaret Huckle, Wes Uitos, Ron & Mary Jo Myers
by Mary & Al Jamison
In Honor of Jack & Francine Darling by Mary & Al Jamison
In Memory of Earla Sue McNaull by Colin McNaull
In Memory of Our Daughter, Sally Jane Moore by Thomas & Virginia Moore
In Memory of Ron & Mary Jo Myers by Kevin Myers
In Memory of Walter & Lula Organ, Myron & Anna Pomerantz, Ellen Klinkhardt, Robert Organ
by Cal & Joan Organ
In Memory of My Mother, Elizabeth Raymond by David Raymond
In Memory of my parents, Harrison Sr and Helen Raymond by Harrison Raymond Jr
In Memory of Lois Humphrey by Her Family
In Memory of Our Loved Ones by Sandi & Jerry Reynolds
In Memory of our Parents & Grandparents by Mark, Marie & Kevin Rich
In Memory of Bruce & Marion Schneider by Doris Robinson
In Memory of all my Dear Friends & Relatives by Tina Stanton
In memory of Sally by Scott, Jennie & Lee Sutcliffe
In Memory of Mary Jo & Ron Myers and Mary Minnich by Jim & Rosemary Terry
In Memory of Hester V. Welch by Kenneth Welch

In Memory of Stephen Scott Zifchock by Pat Love, Jim & Elly Zifchock

Page 6

There has been much discussion regarding how the
TUMC should spend our Verizon income, and as
Finance Chair, I am going to try and explain the
financial realities of the situation.
We pick up the story after the decision was made to go
forward with the project. We now have better cell
reception in T-burg, and the church has $2,000 per
month of income from Verizon. Some of us spend time
talking on our now fully functioning phones, and dreaming about the possibilities that $2,000 a
month can create; but I must digress for just a moment. Last year I was tasked with the chore of
explaining the imbalance between the church's income and expenses, and I did my best to explain
that our expenses are very steady (while increasing slightly each year) and predictable. An
important note here is that the expenses are not related to the size of our congregation. We
have to heat the building whether there are two or two hundred folks in the pews. The income
on the other hand is directly related to the number of members, and sadly this number has been
declining.
For the last couple of years, we projected a negative budget; but due to the faithfulness of the
congregation last year, we ended up with a surplus. I am sure everyone on the Finance
Committee was happy to be proved wrong on their projections!
The imbalance between income and expenses is to the point where even with the $24,000 worth
of Verizon income included in the budget for 2017, it still shows a negative balance of
approximately $9,000!
When the Verizon project was approved, the hope of many was that we could use the "windfall,”
as described by some, to do great things, things beyond which the church has been able to do in
the past. I do not think anyone argued that sentiment, and I do believe the TUMC can continue to
do great things; but the reality is we cannot pin those hopes on the Verizon income. I believe
God puts his faith in us, and we must be the source of "great things," commonly known as God's
work.
In an effort to recognize the desire for the Verizon money to do more than just "pay the bills," the
Finance Committee has recommended, and Council has approved, that $100 per month be
directed to the Trustee account, the Endowment account, and UMCOR (for work "beyond
Trumansburg"), for a total of $300 per month. The balance of the Verizon money ($1,700 per
month) is being used to repay the loan for the steeple repair and to fund the church's day-to-day
missions, just as every other member’s contributions are doing. We are blessed to have the
members we do, and we are blessed to have the Verizon income. One is a line item in the
budget, and the other is doing God's work.
Respectfully submitted,
The Finance Committee
David Irish (Chair), Sue Brower, Julie Messenger, Eileen Collins, Judi Eastburn, Dick Peterson, Rich
Flaville, and Rev. Jeff Losey. At Large: Steve Ketcham and David Raymond
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As most of you know by now, Reverend Jeff will be on a three month Spiritual Renewal
Leave May 8th through July 31st. During that time, if you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact Pastor Geri Judd (Jacksonville UMC) at 379-9188 or email at
gerijudd@yahoo.com or contact Pastor Kate Merriman (Mecklenburg UMC) at 387-5488
or email at ksmerriman@hotmail.com. All other church related questions can go to Rich
Flaville, Lay Leader, at 342-4228 or email at rich.newlife@yahoo.com. Please DO NOT
leave a voicemail for Rich. If you don’t get a hold of him on the first try, email or call back
later. Thanks!
Below is a listing of scheduled services/semons at this time for while Jeff is away. It is the
hope of the worship team that you will enjoy the variety that has been put together. This
schedule, of course, is subject to change but pretty much set.

Sunday Sign-up for Service/Sermon While Jeff is
Away
2017:
May
7th Communion Sunday (Rev Jeff)
14th Chris Kimball-Peterson
21st Patrick Gallagher
28th Rich Flaville

June
4th
11th
18th
25th

Communion Sunday (Rev John Kotun)
Ronda Ketcham
Mary Jamison
Joe Sibley

July
2nd Communion Sunday (Rev John Kotun)
9th Rich Flaville (Tentative. Feel free to volunteer)
16th Rev Bill Gottschalk-Fielding
23rd Marc Kaplan
30th Judi Eastburn
Current as of: 4-19-17
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Calling all Graduates!
Please notify the church office or Carol Grove (by June 4)
if you have an Elementary School student moving up to
Middle School, an 8th grader moving up to High School,
or a Class of 2017 high school or college graduate. We
want to know if you are graduating too! What about professional
degrees? Is someone in your family entering kindergarten this fall, Class
of 2030? We will be celebrating their accomplishments during worship
on June 18.

Notes from the Editor…
It sure is good to be back doing the newsletter and feeling good enough to do so! First of
all I want to take this time to thank my wonderful church family for all the prayers, phone
calls, visits, food, cards, etc. during my time of recovery. As most of you know my
surgery, which was supposed to be fairly straightforward, ended up being a whole lot
more and my recovery time has taken WAY longer than I had anticipated! I’m still not
100% but I’m headed now in that direction. A BIG Thank you to Carol Grove for stepping
in with the newsletter while I was ill!
As we move forward into summer, be thinking about any great vacation plans you might
wish to report on or any other items. I’ve been told people really love to read these and
it could be just a short trip that was really interesting, and others might like to hear about
a place they could visit within a few days trip or less. We will be starting up a couple
more “Remembrance” columns again soon and I would love to hear ideas about any
more things you might want to see in the newsletter.
You will notice on page 8, there is a lineup for services while Rev. Jeff is on leave and for
us old-timers you will notice Bill Gottschalk-Fielding will be here on July 16. I for one
hope I am around and can’t wait to see him again. I fully remember when I thought he
was too young to be up there in the pulpit but then I was fairly young at that time also.
Remember this spring as you are getting those first berries and making jam, etc. to make
one for the bazaar! I hope each of you gets out and enjoys the spring weather (when it’s
not raining of course). We all wish Rev. Jeff the very best on his leave and hope he is able
to “clean out those cobwebs” and comes back to us with renewed spirit!
Until next time………………………………
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