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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
“We Need More Methodists to Save this World!”
I never thought I would be quoting George Will in my pastor’s message!
But at our District Day with Bishop Mark Webb, the Bishop shared some very
interesting quotes from three VERY different writers.
We live in interesting times. The traditional model of a family is being
redefined. Addiction is a major issue in society, locally, and in many families.
(Yes, even or maybe especially in suburban middle class communities.)
Humanity is causing serious issues with the environment that can no longer be
ignored. Crime and violence are concerns in the world and at home.
The first person that Bishop Webb quoted was Roger Starr, an author
and professor in NYC and a liberal Democratic Jew. (You’ll see why that matters
later.) Starr noted the similarities between our time and the challenges that
faced England in the 18th century. Addiction was a new problem to that society.
Gin had just been invented. Saloons would advertise, “Drunk for a Penny! Dead
Drunk for a Thre’pence!” Families were destroyed as parents spent all their
time and money feeding their addiction. The Industrial Revolution produced
unprecedented pollution. Riots and crime posed dangers to normal citizens.
What saved 18th Century England?
Roger Starr, that liberal, Jewish, Democrat argues that the only thing
that saved England was someone that he had not really heard much about –
someone by the name of John Wesley who started a movement called
Methodism.
“Now, I don’t even know any Methodists,” says Starr. “I don’t know
anything about them. But this Wesley started a movement that literally saved
England. It was a movement that had profound social, economic, and political
consequences and transformed and indeed saved that nation. And maybe what
we need to do,” he says, “is to study those Methodists to find out how they did
it, and to duplicate what they did back in the 18th century.”
About a month later, George Will wrote and editorial for The
Washington Post. George Will is a conservative Roman Catholic Republican.
Will wrote, “I never thought I’d agree with anything Roger Starr has ever
written. But you know, this liberal has actually got a point. It is that in the 18th
century you have the German and French [and American] revolutions, and
other revolutions around the world; but you don’t have an English Revolution.
But they did, you see. It was called the Methodist revolution. Because these
Methodist turned their world upside down, maybe what we need to do is to
take Roger Starr seriously and look at what was the secret of those
Methodists.”
Continued on next page…….
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Then he added, “I know this is going to sound strange for me, saying that we need some
more Methodists to save this world; […] but does anybody out there have a better idea?”
About one month later, Fred Barnes, editor of The New Republic writes an article. Fred
Barnes is an evangelical Episcopalian moderate.
He writes, “Can you believe this? We have George Will and Roger Starr agreeing on
something.[…] But the more you think about it, they are exactly right. But they forgot one thing.
What they forgot was that basically the Methodist Movement was at heart, a spiritual
awakening. Yes, it had tremendous economic, social, and political consequences, but it began as
a spiritual revival – a spiritual awakening. And unless we get in this nation a spiritual awakening
and a spiritual revival that will create these kinds of economic and political implications […] in
our day, it won’t work. It’s got to begin as a movement of the Spirit or else it doesn’t go
anywhere. But we’ve got to begin. We’ve got to have a new generation of Methodists who will
do for this day what they did in the 18th century.”
Now! A liberal Jewish Democrat, a conservative Roman Catholic Republican, and an
evangelical Episcopal moderate are all looking to the Methodists, the Wesleyans, for the hope of
our nation!
George Will said it. “We need more Methodists to save this world.”
We ARE the Methodists. We ARE that socially engaged, spiritually powered people who
can make the difference. A revolution, not of violence or political power, but of spiritual renewal,
social renewal. May it be so!
Rev Jeff

Calling all Graduates!
Please notify the church office or Carol Grove (by June 5)
if you have an Elementary School student moving up to
Middle School, an 8th grader moving up to High School, or
a Class of 2016 high school or college graduate. We want
to know if you are graduating too! What about
professional degrees? Is someone in your family entering
kindergarten this fall, Class of 2029? We will be
celebrating their accomplishments during worship on
June 19.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Ascension of the Lord, May 5, 2016
• National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2016
• Mother’s Day, May 8, 2016
• Pentecost, May 15, 2016
• Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2016
• Trinity Sunday, May 22, 2016
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 23, 2016
• Memorial Day, May 30, 2016

Next UMW Meeting…
Submitted by Sylvia Mitchell
The United Methodist Women will next
meet on Friday, May 13 at noon at the
church. Dessert, coffee and tea will be
provided. Please bring a sandwich for yourself. Lisa Mitchell and her dogs will
be with us to show us what they will do. Please plan to join us!

Mother's Day Celebration -- Coffee Hour -May 8th.
Please join us for worship on Mother’s Day, May 8
and join us after the service for a special Mother’s
Day Coffee Hour. A Big thanks to Jerry and Sandi
Reynolds for taking on the task of organizing this
coffee hour!!
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Remembering and Honoring

Easter Lilies
April 2016
In Memory and Honor of Loved Ones by Paula Austic
In Honor of My Wonderful Family & Friends by June Bell
For Judy Collins by Eileen Collins
In Memory of Jim & Kurt DeSombre by Bonnie DeSombre

In Honor of Bill & Carol Grove by Doris Eaton
In Memory of our Parents Pearl & Stanley Stonham & Marie & Gilbert Freeman
In Memory of Our Loved Ones by Bill & Carol Grove
In Memory of Elizabeth Ashley Holdt by the Hamill/Holdt Family

In Memory of Loved Ones from the Hamill/Holdt Family
In Memory of Lois Humphrey by Her Loving Family
In Memory of Our Loved Ones by Cathy & Blair Hoover
In Memory of our Parents, Siblings & Friends by Mary & Al Jamison
In Memory of Lois Humphrey & Mary Jo Myers by Mary & Al Jamison
For Bammie, Papo, Roro, Jojo by Annie Joyce
In Memory of Laura Irwin, Dorothy Mitterer, Maxine Graham, Marlene Patrick, Dorothy Mitstifer
by Lee Mitterer
In Memory of Sally Jane Moore by Thomas & Virginia Moore
In Memory of Walter & Lula Organ, Myron & Anna Pomerantz, Ellen Klinkhardt, Robert Organ
by The Organ Family
In Memory of My Mother, Elizabeth Raymond by David Raymond

In Memory of Harrison Sr and Helen Raymond by Harrison Raymond Jr
In Memory of Our Loved Ones by Sandi & Jerry Reynolds
In Memory of our Parents & Grandparents by Mark, Marie & Kevin Rich
In Memory of Helen L. Terry by Jim & Rosemary Terry
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A note from the Trustees –
Submitted by Dick Peterson, for the Trustees
Spring is finally in the air and grass and flowers are coming alive.
Soon, the sound of lawnmowers will be heard all over
Trumansburg. We ask that those who are able consider taking a
turn at mowing the church lawn. Ron Myers has taken care of that
task for the past few years, and we are deeply grateful for the
wonderful care he has given to the lawn. When Ron recovers from
his illness, I hope he sees a well-manicured lawn when he comes
back to church. In the spring and early summer, the lawn has to be
mowed twice a week, so if we can divide the task up, I really helps.
The Verizon project has cleared one more hurdle. The bell tower has been environmentally
remediated and a new stairway to the top has been built. An environmental specialist has
signed off and the lease agreement is on its way to Verizon headquarters for final signatures.
The option payment will be sent to us shortly ($2,500), and the monthly lease payments
($2,000) will begin when the agreement is fully executed. Then the installation work will
begin in earnest. It is expected to take three months.
May is trustee chicken Barbecue month! The
trustees will do the annual spring barbecue on
Saturday, May 7th (Mothers’ Day Weekend).
There will be a pie sale included. What could be
better than barbecued chicken and Methodist
pies? We hope you all will save the date and stop
by and get fresh chicken and pies. The chicken will
be $6 per half and pies will be $10 each. Such a
deal!!
Thank you all for your caring support of our wonderful church.
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Welcome Bethany!
Submitted by Judi Eastburn
Bethany Organ, daughter-in-law of Cal and Joan and wife of
Mike has accepted the position of our church secretary.
We are so happy to have her aboard!

A little background on Beth is that she grew up in Home,
Pennsylvania, a small village about 75 miles NE of
Pittsburgh. She grew up in the Methodist church and
excelled in academics and music in high school. She
attended Indiana University of Pennsylvania where she received a degree in music. After
college she took on some random jobs in restaurants where she found her love of cooking and
went on to attend the NE Culinary Institute in Vermont receiving a culinary degree.
Later on while working at the Biltmore in Ashville, NC, she made friends with a girl from
Trumansburg. Her friend talked her into visiting Trumansburg where she met Mike one
evening and well, the rest is history.
She and Mike have two sons, DJ (will be two in June) and Joshua who is 8
months old. She now attends the Presbyterian Church (across the street)
and is active in both vocal and bell choirs and occasionally plays the flute
for special music.
She loves spending time with her family. She also enjoys office work and
the secretary position is just enough hours to allow her some time away
and allows Grandma Joan to get her hands on the boys, so it looks like a
win/win situation for all.
Please stop in the office sometime and introduce yourself to Beth and
welcome her to TUMC!
DJ and Joshua

Just Praise the Lord and....Bag It!!
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham
After 2 months of buying and gathering school supplies and constructing school bags, we were
ready to pack it in...bag it...get the kits to the kids who can use them. Yay! We did it. With
your generous support, on Sunday, April 24th, TUMC members and friends packed and
dedicated 30 school kits for poor and displaced children. Praise the Lord, we exceeded our goal
of 20 school kits by 10 for a total of 30 school kits to UMCOR. What a wonderful opportunity to
work together to serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God for our church
family and friends and our hearts to serve.
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That’s What I’ll Do
Poem By Marge Lener
What should I do on Memorial Day?
How should I celebrate?
In what way can I pay homage to those
Who made America great?
Should I go to the Mall where there’s a great sale,
Perhaps to the beach with and shovel and pail,
Maybe to the movies, for the latest show
Surely my friends would like to go.
Should I take time to watch a parade,
Salute the men in khaki and blue,
Listen to the poem about Flanders Field
And rise for the anthem – that’s what I’ll do!
We’ll put out our flag with 48 stars
We’ll have napkins of red, white and blue
We’ll say a prayer, for those not there
And remember – that’s what I’ll do!
I’ll say thank you to a soldier if one I should meet
Smile at a stranger I see on the street
Put some flowers on my grandparent’s graves
Clean up the cemetery – That’s how I’ll behave!
For when all’s said and done
There’s really no one
To insist that I do what I say
But my heart tells me go
Let everyone know
To remember – It’s Memorial Day!
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Two Beautiful Methodist Places of Worship
Submitted by Mary Jamison, Church Historian
In 1828, Alvin Torrey, a Methodist circuit preacher was
asked to form a "class" for the Trumansburg area, and that
class was formed and met in the Kingtown area.

1831 brought about the permanent formation of our
Methodist Church. Some Trustees were actually members
of the Presbyterian and Baptist churches -- who wanted to
help the Methodists get started. A lot was purchased
across the street from our present building, and at the cost
of $1700 for the building +$100 for lot, our first church was
built. It was dedicated in 1832 — an impressive structure
(photo on the right). The church was legally incorporated
in 1849--recorded at Court House in Ithaca.
After the church's membership doubled, a decision was made in 1853 to buy land across the
street (corner of Main & South streets, consisting of 1 1/2 acres of land which went from Main St.
to Whig St. along South St., and just past the "chapel" on Main St. (now apartments) to Whig
St. The first church was sold to the Catholic church who used it in that location for a while, but
then moved it to Whig St. (burned & rebuilt). Sadly, as the church needed help with their
finances, they sold off all the land, leaving the property with church, chapel and parsonage.
The gorgeous, impressive new building was started in
1853 & completed/dedicated in 1857 -- total cost $14,000
(photo on the right). It had elaborate spires above each
column along the sides of the church, which disappeared
some years later. The windows along the sides, front and
the large window in the back were of clear diamondshaped glass, and the windows along the sides went from
ground level to the top of existing windows. The altar
area was under the large window (taller than our lovely
stained glass window today). There was only one level as
you entered the front door and into the Sanctuary, but
boasted a balcony with a pair of lovely stairwells where
the organ resided. The organ today still sits in that
"balcony area" and the front stairwells to our present second floor (Sanctuary) are original to the
church. Over the years several major structural changes were made to accommodate the needs
of the congregation. (Another story, another day).
Over these many years, the Methodists have made a strong statement of faith in the building of
permanent places of worship -- two of them. I have the greatest admiration and thanksgiving for
their faith in being able to trust in God that they could, did, and still do all they have to do to
spread the gospel and offer a safe place of sanctuary, fellowship and worship.
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Thank You Kate…
Submitted by Judi Eastburn
A Big thank you to Kate Merriman for her time as our
administrative assistant (approx. 2 1/2 years) as well as
other things she does around our congregation. I worked
with Kate closely on things like this newsletter and she was
always so willing to go above and beyond to make sure the
printing was done and I very much appreciated that.
Kate has stepped down recently from the administrative
position. As many of you know she has been taking classes
to be in the ministry and has now been approved for
licensing and appointment as a Licensed Local Pastor, in fact
she recently lead the service at TUMC on April 10. We wish Kate well as she waits to see
where she might be placed or what her role will become as a local pastor. Others from our
congregation who have gone on to be licensed are Geri Judd and Cheryl Hine. Please wish
Kate well when you see her and of course you will see her around for at least a while yet.

Notes from the Editor…
Unfortunately, we have had quite a few in our congregation to pray for healing lately. Mary
Jamison and I just visited Ron Myers who is in the hospital and not doing real well yet. They
have him on dialysis from time to time and are testing for other things. The latest news is
that he may be moved to Oak Hill Manor soon and then hopefully back home after some
rehab. Please keep him in your prayers. Susan McCormick just had gallbladder surgery and is
doing well from what I hear but again, continue to hold her in your prayers for quick healing
as well as Janet Foster who is on a long road of recovery from several issues at this point but
is doing better the last I talked with her. Most of you know also that Dottie Manheim is
recovering from ankle surgery but doing well, she is back home now and feisty as ever! The
McNaul family can also use our prayers. Anyone whom I have either forgotten and/or don’t
know about, I apologize. I’m sure there are many out there struggling and some I am not
sure if they want things posted so I will just say, let’s pray for all our brothers and sisters who
may be hurting in one way or another.
As I write this, it is a beautiful day, sunny and 70ish. I could get used to this. Again, let me
remind you this season as you are canning, please think of the bazaar and can an extra jam,
jelly or pickles, etc. to sell at the bazaar in December.
As always, feel free to suggest things you might want to see in this newsletter. Until next
time……

Page 9

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage
PAID
Permit #7
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Trumansburg United Methodist Church
80 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 628
Trumansburg, NY 14886

May 2016

Sun

Page 10

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Trumansburg United Methodist Church

1
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

2

8 Mother’s Day
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

9
Food Pantry

15
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

16

22
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

23
Food Pantry

29
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

30

6

Fri

Sat

3
Disciple IV
9-11

4

5

7
Chicken BBQ &
Pie Sale
1030 am

SPPRC 630 pm

Bells 6:30

Choir 7

10
Disciple IV
9-11

11

14

Council 7 pm

Bells 6:30

12
13
Food Pantry
Steering Comm.
10 am
Choir 7

17
Disciple IV
9-11

18

19

20

21

Trustee 7 pm

Bells 6:30

Choir 7

24
Disciple IV
9-11

25

26

27

28

Finance 7 pm

Bells 6:30

Choir 7

31
Altar Guild
Rep: Kaye Cooke
Alternate: Ellen Mitterer Alt.

Corner of South & Main Sts
Trumansburg, NY 14886

