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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional Mes-
sage Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM in person and on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM in person and on zoom 

March 2022 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

Friends, Lent is upon us. I am not certain about local tradition, but I 
fondly remember many years of enjoying a “Shrove Tuesday” pancake 
dinner at a local church on the day before Ash Wednesday. The idea 
of the pancake supper on the night before Ash Wednesday has roots 
in the idea of using up all of the excessive sweets the night before the 
Lenten Fast would begin. While I personally have never given up 
maple syrup for Lent, the idea of using up the excess sweet syrup in a 
celebration with one’s neighbors makes a certain amount of sense to 
me as a person who has had Lenten fasts of all different types and 
varieties. 
 

One of the nicest things about the idea of a Shrove Tuesday feast with 
one’s neighbors and friends is that it is another way of entering into 
Lent with other people. While there is certainly a communal aspect to 
gathering with others to worship on Ash Wednesday, there is 
something beautiful about enjoying one last plate of pancakes and 
sausage with a neighbor before you both turn from sweet distractions 
towards the cross. I honestly do not believe it makes the fast any 
easier to gorge on pancakes before turning to simpler foods, but I do 
believe it is joyful to start the season with others. 
 

I invite you to enter into the Lenten fast this April with the 
understanding that you are not alone on this journey. One way that 
you can enter into our community from a distance is through 
engaging in group activities like reading the devotional “The Path of 
the Beatitudes” during this upcoming Lent. If we are each reading 
along and reflecting on the same question, then we are participating 
in community together from a distance.  
 

It is our hope that reading together might help us to celebrate the 
season and grow together as a community. We hope that you will 
participate with us this Lenten season. In the meantime, may your 
syrup be sweet, may your bacon be crispy, and may your Lenten 
journey be surrounded by other pilgrims on the road towards Easter. 
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/


Page 2  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing of our Gifted Pastor, and An Answer To Prayer, by Sue Brower 
 

Many of you may know of, but did not attend, the TUMC "Blue Christmas" service this past December. 
 

I am a lover of the holidays, and while usually stressed as Christmas approaches, it is that rewarding kind 
of stress to get all of the festivities prepared on time, to look forward to the celebration of Christ's birth, 
and to the wonderful family times together. This year was very difficult for me, having just lost my brother 
after 10 months of cancer treatment, navigating the logistics of selling his home and settling his estate this 
Fall, and so forth. In addition, work was especially challenging as my amazing boss was moving away on 
Dec. 24th, and of course, COVID interfering with everything. 
 

Rob's message at the Blue Christmas service was outstanding. (Read it on the TUMC website, under 
(About Us ---> Sermons.) He tells the story of the poor woman near the temple who places two small 
coins (called "mites"- essentially 2 pennies) in the donation box, and Jesus calls attention and praises this 
woman, who gave all she had, as opposed to those who gave very much, but gave from their 
ABUNDANCE. Rob blessed and distributed "2 mites" coins to everyone present. This was powerful. I 
couldn't stop thinking about these coins in my pocket and the message Rob shared. 
 

In the pitch dark of an early evening later in December, I stopped to bring "fast food" home for our 
dinner. I noticed a young man panhandling near "the jungle" area (an encampment of needy people near 
Walmart), as there often are in that area. I rarely carry cash, but on this particular day I had a wallet full of 
twenties. I was just so sad and overwhelmed, not really "feeling" the holiday spirit- truly that Blue 
Christmas experience Rob had described. My mind struggled- Do I just give the guy some cash? I have 
plenty, and a 20 would mean a lot to someone with very little. Is it safe, in the dark, to stop and encounter 
a man and hand over money? Our mayor has asked us NOT to give cash, but to contribute to the charities 
that feed and clothe the homeless in Ithaca instead. What if he uses the money for drugs and he 
overdoses? I have just been blessed with an inheritance from my sweet brother- I would certainly be 
giving from ABUNDANCE, and not from "all that I have to give." I feel as if all I COULD give is money- there 
is nothing left in me to give of myself. I am spent. Drained. Emotionally exhausted.  Please God, show me 
what to do! (I rarely pray for specifics like this.) So no, I didn't give the guy money, and went home feeling 
guilty about that, too. 
 

I picked up the mail on the way in, and opened the holiday cards. Oh my- thrilled to see an envelope from 
a very dear old friend, who had not returned attempts at contact for almost 20 years. Inside, photos of 
her at her son's wedding. Oh my- her boys are MEN now and look eerily like their dad. Last we saw them, 
the boys were about 4 and 7. Then, I read the letter enclosed aloud to Kelly. She wants to re-establish our 
friendship! So wonderful. She then fills us in on the last 20 yrs. of horror that her family has been through 
since her husband (best man at our wedding) developed serious mental illness and ended his own life, 
giving us details we had never known about the circumstances and about their lives leading up to this 
tragedy so long ago. By now, I am sobbing. Then she recounts her career as an OB nurse like me, and how 
she was able to return to work 5 years after his death and has had many fulfilling positions, and most 
lately has become a hospice nurse and loves it. Whew. Things turned around for her and her family.  
Then, the final sentence. "November 2nd I was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer." A punch in the gut. She 
ends with "I am in good spirits. I believe that this will not kill me now. God has shown me multiple 
scriptures that his plan for me is good and not evil with a future and a hope." 
 

Okay, so not a nudge from God in answer to my prayer. A thunderbolt. Yes, here is what I CAN do. I CAN 
be a friend and a support, giving from where I thought I was drained and had nothing left to give. I have 
these 2 mites to give, and God will make that more than enough. Here SHE is, being a blessing to ME. 

Continued on Page 3... 
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Special dates 
 

• Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

• World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2022 

• Daylight saving time begins, March 13, 2022 

• First Day of spring, March 20, 2022 

Since then, we have had a very long phone conversation and many messages and emails. She is 
inspirational and so appreciative of the renewed friendship. She is on our prayer chain and her name 
(Dawn) is mentioned each week during our service. She is so grateful and feels those prayers. 
 

A few days ago she texted to say, "By the way, I've been in the ICU for the last 3 days with septic shock 
from the chemo."  For crying out loud! That can certainly kill you quickly. However, she was again just 
faithful and taking it all in stride. Yesterday she graduated out of the ICU and should be going home in a 
day or two. I am in awe of her faith and strength, and ever so humbled by my answer to prayer. Her 
challenges help to remind me to put my own in perspective, and look outward to where I can be a 
blessing to her. 
 

Thanks, Rob, for the sometimes simple messages that speak to the heart. 

Mission and Outreach reporting… 
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham for M & O 
 

We have been meeting monthly and serving faithfully and regularly by praying, sending cards, 
phoning, visiting, bringing food and more. It’s our joy to serve the Lord in these ways. We are 
considering serving the Lord in another capacity; planning, supporting and going on a mission trip. 
Expect to hear more about this soon. 
 

Our support of Second Wind Cottages continues with food items for their pantry. They could also 
use a meal for their residents to gather and share together. We hope to provide this; 
something  simple like several pans of lasagna, salad, bread and dessert. Once we have a date, we 
will let you know how you can help! 
 

Finally, we need your help in March to provide items for celebration bags for food pantry guests. If 
you want to help, please consider the following: 
 

If your last name begins with the letter “A” through “K”, bring cake mix, and a small box of 
‘birthday’ candles. If your last name begins with the letter “L” through “Z” bring canned frosting in 
a paper gift bag (the stand up kind with handles-big enough to hold the cake mix, too). Please 
bring these items to TUMC by Sunday, March 6th ( or sooner). Place the items on the table beside 
our church office! We hope to get enough items to have at least 40 Celebration bags for the food 
pantry at their distribution on March 21st. Contact Ronda at (607) 351-0341 with questions. 

...Continued from Page 2 
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“Święconka: The Polish Blessing of the Easter Baskets” by Pastor Rob 
 

Although it does not come up often, I am half Polish. My mother was completely Polish and 
married my father despite the fact that he was a product of many nations. My mother adopted 
many customs from my father’s family, including attending a United Methodist Church, but 
remained proudly Polish in terms of her cooking and heritage. One of my most cherished 
possessions is her Polish cookbook. 
 

As an adult attempting to connect with my own heritage, I came 
across the practice of Święconka and immediately fell in love. 
Święconka is the blessing of Easter Baskets which normally takes 
place in primarily Polish communities. On Holy Saturday, people 
would gather at church with baskets filled with goodies to be eaten 
the following day. Like all things communal, there is an element of 
decorative competition, but the meaning behind the event is clear. 
After a season of doing without sweets, meats, and other treats, Święconka was an 
opportunity to collect all of those good things and to say a blessing over them before the 
feasting on Easter Sunday. 
 

Pre-pandemic, I enjoyed occasionally working on a basket to enjoy on Easter. Common 
contents for the baskets often include eggs (symbolizing life and resurrection), bread 
(remembering Christ who is the Bread of Life), salt (traditionally associated with purification), 
horseradish (connected with the bitter sacrifice of Christ), ham (a symbol of joy and 
abundance), and lamb (to represent Christ (I always thought a butter lamb was fitting)). There 
is also plenty of room for things like cakes, sweet buns, and sausages. Throughout Lent over 
the years, I often prepared a basket to share with my family. 
 

This Lent we are not separated like we have been in years past, but there’s still a level of 
caution that needs to be exercised. How wonderful would it be if we each had a special basket 
of goodies at the end of Lent to break the “fast” this Easter? Although we may not be gathered 
together for a great ham dinner, how nice would it be to know that we each are enjoying a 
sweet treat on that most holy of days? 

How would you feel about starting up our 
monthly announcements for birthdays and 
anniversaries?  The idea would be to share them in our 

bulletins and e-News; month and day only.  Carol Grove has 
volunteered to manage this list, so please send your thoughts to 
her at carolgrove6115@gmail.com; 607-387-6128. 

mailto:carolgrove6115@gmail.com
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Lenten Worship! 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

What will a Lenten season with the beatitudes look like this year? As a season, Lent revolves 
around the journey from the high place where Christ was Transfigured to the high place where 
Christ will hang on the cross. There is a lot of ground between those two high places where we 
can look at how Christ’s life interacted with His teachings. 
 

Using the Beatitudes from Luke as the basis of our time together, Lenten worship will involve 
focusing on particular teachings each week. Christ modeled a life of faithfulness that often 
included tears, hunger, and sacrificing for the sake of faithfulness. Christ invited people to 
follow in His footsteps by selling all they had, feeding thousands when it seemed like there 
wasn’t enough to go around, and by standing on the edge of poverty.  
 

The themes for each week will be: 
 

March 6th, 2022:  Wisdom & Foolishness 
March 13th, 2022:  Poverty & Wealth  
March 20th, 2022:  Hunger & Fullness 
March 27th, 2022:  Weeping & Laughter 
April 3rd, 2022:  Action & Inaction 
April 10th, 2022:  Christ’s Way & Our Ways 
April 17th, 2022:  Easter (technically not in Lent) 
 

Sunday school each week will involve talking through our experience working through the 
devotional each week. As the devotional deals with deep personal subjects, each person who 
comes will be asked to be respectful of others. Additionally, Holy Week itself may look 
different than current plans, so rather than release those plans, we are asking you to please 
keep an eye on April’s newsletter for additional information. 
 

We hope you will join us on this Lenten journey on the Path of the Beatitudes. May God bless 

us all as we walk together. 

Notes from the editor… 
 

 I have little space to fill so I won’t give you the finance update I had hoped as there is 
not room but watch for an update in the next (April) issue.  2022 is not looking as good as I 
first thought (I had not actually seen Julie’s projected budget at the time I reported last 
month that things looked good).  Let me just clarify that things never look perfect at the 
beginning of the year and somehow we always manage to do okay by the end.  Anyway, I will 
try to give you more of an update in the next issue.   
  You will notice that this issue is quite jam packed with lots of info and I realize I had to 
go smaller on the fonts in a few articles so you might need your readers for this one.  I 
apologize but I didn’t want to leave anything out.  I hope you enjoy this issue.  Spring is on 
the way and remember to set your clocks ahead on March 13!  Until next time….   Take care 

and be safe……..         
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A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 
 

 Ah, the joys of winter.  We have gotten a lot of snow recently, but our sidewalks are 
passable and the parking lot is clear.  P&S excavating does a good job with our parking lot, and this 
week they hauled away the snow pile that got so big, they had nowhere to put new snow.  We 
appreciate their efforts on our behalf.  The village also cleared out the snow in our handicapped 
parking area along South Street.  We also appreciate the good job Perfect Lawns is doing keeping 
the parsonage driveway clear.  Perfect lawns also takes care of lawn mowing and trimming at the 
parsonage. 
 The organ refurbishing that will be done by Parsons Pipe Organ builders in Canandaigua 
will be delayed until right after Easter.  They are building and installing a new pipe organ in a 
church in California.  COVID issues have delayed that job, which backs up their work schedule. 
 All is well at the church and parsonage.  With our COVID shut down, the church doesn’t 
get much traffic.  Pastor Rob reports no concerns at the parsonage. 
 Finally, please mark you calendars for our next chicken barbecue and pie sale.  We have 

scheduled it on Saturday, May 14th.  Pies will be sold starting at 9 AM and chicken will be ready by 

11 AM.  We hope your appetites will be ready for our fine barbecued chicken and delicious pies 

baked by the best pie makers in Trumansburg. 

Trumansburg Food Pantry 
 

Distribution Hours: 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM; 5:15-6:00 PM 
March 7 and March 21 
 

The Trumansburg Food Pantry is sponsored by the Trumansburg Area 
Churches (TAC) and staffed mainly by church volunteers rotating 
throughout the year.  Our church has been responsible for February, and 
now March.   

 

If you are interested in volunteering, you can check our most recent volunteer sign-up sheet on 
the TUMC website:  Trumansburgumc.org and click on Info Center > Food Pantry News and Notes 
or contact Carol Grove (carolgrove6115@gmail.com).   Thank you! 
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Starting March 6 we will be opening our doors again to worship and will also 
continue to  offer the Zoom  worship option for those who cannot attend in 
person.  To get to the zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the 
link on the front page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Altar Guild Rep.  March:  Karen Dean 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

