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Spiritual Harvest  

 

Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
 Parsonage phone:  

(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor: Rev. Natalie Scholl  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs.  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  

March 2020 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Message from Rev. Natalie  

Reflections on the Journey  

I’m often struck by the quietness this time of year, as creatures large and small 
await the return of warmth and outdoor activity. Cold, wind and snow have been 
rotating through this winter, it’s easy to imagine just hunkering down and 
hibernating!  

What a compatible time for a reflective liturgical season that invites us to 
review the balance of our spiritual lives.  Just as our physical homes have routine 
maintenance needs, the season of Lent offers a structured time to look honestly at 
the areas of our lives that need some improvement.   

A little background can help us connect or reconnect with the rich traditions we 
share.  Lent is traditionally a season of 40 days, not counting six Sundays, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends Holy Saturday.  The word Lent is derived from 
the word “lengthen,” probably referring to the lengthening daylight of this season.  
Historically, the early church observed a brief period of fasting the day before 
Easter, which gradually grew into an extended period of penitence and fasting, in 
preparation for church baptism and church membership.   

By the year 600, a 40 day period was observed as a time corresponding to the 
40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for his public ministry.  It 
became the custom for other church members to voluntarily undertake 40 days of 
penitence while reflecting on their own baptismal vows and faith commitment.  

While Lent is no longer seen as a period of excessive gloom and self-denial, it is 
a season that invites believers and seekers into a more reflective awareness.  We 
are invited to set aside time to attend to the parts of our lives that we tend to 
neglect.   

In this “penitential” season, we can seek deep growth, taking the time to pray, 
fast, study, worship, give, serve and participate in our faith community. We may 
choose to focus upon some aspect of our lives that needs rebalancing by “giving 
up” or “taking on” a practice, as we accept the challenge to explore new ways of 
opening ourselves to the Spirit’s transforming power. 

With these possibilities in mind and heart, the coming weeks will offer a variety 
of opportunities. I invite each of us to actively engage in worship, study, fellowship 
and service.  Our Sunday worship this season will focus on God’s promises and 
what it means to journey with Christ in these challenging times.  

I am deeply grateful all of the ways you have welcomed me and look forward to 
sharing this season of lingering snowflakes as shoots of new life emerge!  

Grace and Peace, 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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Offerings       

 

What can we give? What can we give up? 

We can give love from our hearts. 

We can celebrate plenty by recognizing enough. 

Let us lengthen the time we give to God. 

Let us reflect on the Beauty around us and within us. 

  

How will we grow? In what way shall we transform? 

We can grow as we give love to a stranger. 

We can transform each moment we walk in Light. 

Let us lengthen the time we give to God. 

Let us reflect on the Beauty around us and within us. 

  

Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness 

preparing for his ministry. Help us, O God, 

to prepare ourselves daily for the wilderness of now. 

Let us lengthen the time we give to God. 

Let us reflect on the Beauty around us and within us. 

  

Teach us to give, but not to give up. 

Let us grow and transform in Beauty and Light. 

Where will each of us be in forty days? 

We will be in community, working for God, 

waiting for the Resurrection.  

 

     by Lisa Harris 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

• First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2020  
• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2020  
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2020  
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 8, 2020  
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15, 2020  
• First day of spring, March 19, 2020  
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020  
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 

Ash Wednesday Service will be held at TUMC on February 26 at 7 PM.  Plan to join us if you can!  
This will start off our Lenten season with Natalie and God as our guide.   
 
As the Lenten season  continues, please feel free to pick up a copy of the “Upper Room” 
devotional booklet in the back of our sanctuary.  You can go to the front page of our web site and 
find links, on the left hand side of the page, to many of Upper Room “reflections”.  You can also 
go directly to the Upper Room website (upperroom.org) where you will find an array of 
devotionals and many other resources.  Also, stay tuned for “things to come” in the next few 
weeks.  Watch your e-news, check your bulletin and/or I’ll also announce from the pulpit.   

I just wanted to say “Thank You” for all the wonderful cards that I have 
received over the past few weeks. Sometimes, one doesn’t realize how many 
friends they have until an illness, like cancer, takes over your life and all you 
want is for someone to care. Well, I have learned that this church 
congregation is full for kindness, love, and humor to make me smile and just 
feel better about myself.  I won’t deny that my future is uncertain, but I am 

going to remain strong and positive due to ALL of you. I hope, I can do the same for you.  
 

Update: I had my portal put in on Friday, Feb. 14th. I am hoping to begin chemo with the next 
couple of weeks. I will have chemo, once a week for two weeks. Rest for 2-3 weeks and redo the 
chemo and then rest. I really don’t know how long I will have the chemo. It depends on test 
reports. 
 

One thing I have learned, is that, this is not the way to lose weight! I do not recommend this for a 
diet! Chemo takes a lot of stamina and prior to this, my stamina was a bit low, but I will 
persevere. 
 

I will return to church, as soon as I am able.  
Once again, Thank You, from the bottom of my heart.  
 

Chris K-P 

https://www.upperroom.org
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 5th Annual Empty Bowls Event Set... 
Submitted by Carol Grove 
 
 
The 5th Annual Empty Bowls Event will be held on Sunday, 
March 15, from noon to 2 p.m. at Atlas Bowl in 
Trumansburg. Tickets cost $25 and may be purchased ahead of time at Atlas Bowl or Main 
Street Market or at the door. Each ticket allows you to choose a beautiful original hand-
crafted ceramic bowl which you can then fill with delicious soup. Soups will be crafted by such 
establishments as Word of Mouth, Ron Don’s, Garrett’s Brewing Company, Little Venice, Main 
Street Deli, Trimmers, Creekside Café, and Falls Restaurant. Bread will be baked by Wide 
Awake Bakery. Cookies round out the meal. Empty Bowls t-shirts are being donated by pnj and 
will be for sale. Raffle tickets will be sold for $2 each or 6 for $10. A silent auction will also take 
place. Bowling is free during the event. If you or your business would like to sponsor a lane for 
$50, please call Atlas Bowl at 607-387-3191. All proceeds from Empty Bowls will benefit the 
Trumansburg Food Pantry. If you can’t attend Empty Bowls, a donation can be made to the 
Trumansburg Food Pantry, Box 162, Trumansburg, NY, 14886 or through the United Way 
designating Trumansburg Food Pantry as the recipient.   

A note from the Trustees……. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 
 

It has been nice to have sealed windows in the sanctuary that keep the cold drafts out.  
According to our favorite groundhog, we are just a short 5 weeks away from spring! 
As you all know, we are doing some much needed remodeling and refurbishing in the 
parsonage.  Jeff and Sue left the parsonage clean and neat, but we have done little to the 
house in recent years.  The parsonage is 32 years old and normal wear and tear shows when 
the home is empty and bare.  The kitchen cabinets are in need of total replacement.  The 
interior needs to be painted, carpeting needs to be replaced, and more.  We are so fortunate 
to have Cal Organ taking charge of the work at the parsonage.  He has worked steadily over 
the past month and great progress is being made.  He first used a complete list of work that 
needs to be done and then priced out the material costs.  Peter Cooke added his thoughts to 
the job, as did Bill Grove.   
 

The good news is that the painting of the interior is done, except for the kitchen.  That will be 

completed after the new cabinets are installed.  Les Eastburn has spent several days helping 

Cal paint and Joe Sibley lent his steady taping hand and completed taping of woodwork, 

electric heaters and anything else that needed to be protected from the paint.  If anyone 

wants to lend a hand, please contact Cal and he can tell you when and where he needs help.   

The parsonage is a fine home and it will be pristine when out next minister arrives later this 

year.  Thank you, Cal, Les, Joe and all others who have helped with the process.  I’m sure Carol 

Grove will provide a running photo shoot as the work progresses.  (Note:  Carol has put some 

on our web site on the photos tab) 

http://trumansburgumc.org/parsonage_remodel__winter_2020__7151_podunk_road
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 Parsonage Update… 
Submitted by Cal Organ 
 

One of the primary duties of the Trustees is to oversee, maintain and supervise all local church 
property.  One of those properties is the Parsonage which is located at 7151 Podunk Road.  As 
Trustees, we have done a regular inspection of the Parsonage to insure that everything is in 
working order and that necessary repairs are done.  A comprehensive inspection that was done 
in June of 2018 identified a significant number of items in the 30 year old home that were in 
need of updating, including carpeting, painting, lighting and cabinetry.  However, in light of his 
impending retirement Reverend Jeff and Sue were willing to live without the identified 
renovations being done, knowing that it would be far easier to fix things once the Parsonage 
was empty. 

 

When Reverend Jeff and Sue moved to their new retirement home in 
Lansing on January 7th, work began to make the necessary renovations and 
updates.  With the able assistance of Joe Sibley (Master Taper) and Lester 
Eastburn (Master Painter), all of the rooms have been repainted.  Bathroom 
fans have been cleaned and painted, and all showers and baths have been 
re-caulked.  Bathroom lighting has been fixed and LED bulbs now provide a 
much brighter environment. 
 
The two major expense items will be the replacement of well-worn floor covering in the kitchen, 
living room, master bedroom and family room, and the replacement of kitchen cabinets that are 
in very sad shape.  Kitchen cabinets are in the process of being removed, and the kitchen layout 
is being modified to provide more working space for the cook (the U-shape made it pretty much 
a one-person kitchen).  New cabinets have been ordered and will be delivered at the end of 
February.  While we recognize that the cabinets and floor covering represent a significant 
expense, we estimate that volunteer efforts have saved us well over $11,000 thus far.  
 

If you are in the neighborhood (and there is a car in the driveway) feel free to stop by for a tour. 

Bath VA Medical Center Project (via American Legion Post 770)… 

Submitted by Jan Fergus 
 

D uring the month of March there will be a box set up in the for sanctuary for items to be 

donated to the VA hospital.  This project is sponsored by the United Methodist Women 

(UMW).  Examples of items needed are NEW socks, underwear, t-shirts, sweatshirts, NEW 

winter coats, deodorant, k-cup coffee and more.  These items can be for both males and 

females although we are told there are more males than females at the hospital.  More 

information and a complete list of items will be on the box, bulletin board, and in e-news.  Jan 

will bring the collection to the Legion; and the Post will deliver items and visit with the residents 

later in the spring.  Thanks so much for your continued support of our mission projects!   
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Update from S/PPRC and Finance... 
Submitted by Peter Cooke, chair of the SPPR Committee 
 

T he SPPR Committee is currently thinking long and hard about this year – including all of 
the changes coming down the road for our church, the Conference, and the Methodist 

Church in the world.  It is going to be a dynamic time for Methodism. 
 
Firstly, three District Superintendents - (out of 12 in our conference) – are retiring and will 
not be replaced.  Our District Superintendent, Jeff MacDowell, is moving his responsibilities 
to the Binghamton/Oneonta area.  He has been our D.S. for 5 or 6 years,  and knows our 
church well.  The bishop is retiring soon and the Methodist General Conference is meeting 
in May, which will perhaps end up restructuring the world-wide church into a more 
traditional body, and a more progressive group. 
 
At our Church Council meeting this month - (which was well-attended) - we had a wide 
ranging discussion about the best fit in our church for the new pastor, who will be coming in 
July.  This is what I heard from the gathered group:  we would like someone who is well-
organized and mature, is good at worship on Sunday, is sensitive in visiting our elder flock, is 
not looking to this assignment as their last before retirement, can be Trumansburg 
community oriented, and will flow with our fairly progressive outlook.   The other unspoken 
feeling at our meeting was the love and respect we have for each other, as diverse as we are 
- a church family.  (Thanks to Natalie for tuning into that, and we need our new pastor to 
feel it, too!) 
 
The other consideration, of course, is what we can afford.  As our numbers decline and our 
budgets get tighter, there is a lot of talk about a full-time versus three-quarter time pastor.  
Do we need an elder or a younger person, and should we be coordinating with the other 
local Methodist churches?  With our weekly attendance around 50, there is a sense that 
while a full-time pastor would be great, it is more likely that a three-quarter timer could 
meet the needs of our church.  Meeting our yearly costs has been a struggle for the last few 
years.  While our congregation has been extremely generous, there are fewer of us.  We 
have, of course, been blessed with the Burns estate gift, and a successful capital campaign.  
The church building has been solidified for decades to 
come.  Remember that a certain amount of what we do 
has got to be faith-based.  The Lord provides for all our 
needs. 
 
In the Methodist tradition, we input our needs and hopes 
to our District Superintendent and Bishop.  They make 
the ultimate determination based on our input, the 
available pastors, the financial fit, and lots of prayer. 
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Winter Pot Luck Luncheons… 
Submitted by Mary Jamison 
 
Many thanks to Charlie Dyke, Eileen Collins and Mary Jamison -- and also Paula Austic and David 
Raymond (both of whom helped set up on Saturday, though they couldn’t be there on Sunday) -- for 
their help in  putting things together for the Jan. 26th meal.  Thanks also to those who just jump right in 
to help (during and after the meal)!!  There were around 30 folks who stayed for the meal, and there 
was, as usual, a wonderful array of dishes/desserts, and great fellowship – nice to catch up!!  It was 
great to have Rev. Natalie Scholl in attendance, getting acquainted with folks and helping where she 
could.   Thank you also to Mary Louise Gallagher, and Gerry and Sandi Reynolds,  who volunteered to 
head up the February 23rd luncheon.  That leaves only the March 22nd luncheon in need of 
hosts.  Thanks to all who help in any aspect of the luncheons.  Bring your own table service and an 
ample dish to share – beverages will be provided.  
Please think of signing up to host for March 22nd, and/or touch base with Mary Jamison 
(alma78@ottcmail.com, or 607-387-6474).  Thanks and God bless. “           

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
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The Finger Lakes District 
Proudly presents: 

The Most Rev. Mark MacDonald 
 

For a two-day event on: Celebrating Unity in Diversity: Converging & Diverging Theological 
Voices  
When:  Friday, March 6, 2020 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (Dinner included)  
 Saturday, March 7, 2020 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Lunch included)  
Where: Auburn UMC, 99 South St, Auburn, NY 13021  
 

 Rev. MacDonald will address the times we are currently experiencing in the United Method-
ist Church and his experience with the “fluid times” that the Anglican Church experienced. 
There are common patterns that can help us discuss with one another our own unique per-
spectives and experience. His discussion will include “lessons learned” and how various issues 
“intersect” with one another.  
 Friday’s session will be geared to Clergy only. Saturday we will invite Laity to join us and con-
tinue the discussion as it relates to all. The event will consist of lecture(s), panels, and group 
conversations.  
 The Right Rev. Mark MacDonald became the Anglican Church of Canada’s first National In-
digenous Anglican Bishop in 2007, after serving as bishop of the U.S. Episcopal Diocese of 
Alaska for 10 years. His formal education includes a B.A. in religious studies and psychology at 
the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, Minn., an M.Div. from Wycliffe, and a D.Min. from the 
Church Divinity School of the Pacific. In 2019, now Bishop MacDonald was elevated to Arch-
bishop.  

RSVP: Finger Lakes District Office 315-781-0188 or fingerlakesdistrict@unyumc.org 
Suggested donation for lunch: 

Rest of the event is covered by district funds 

Editor’s Notes…. 
 
I’ll be brief with my comments.  You can see for yourself all the news by reading this issue.  I 
did restart the baby photos but I don’t have too many more so if you feel the pull to send me 
yours, please do, it’s been fun seeing these!  Also, I have decided to put a listing of birthdays 
and anniversaries in when there is space for them (no space this time) as some have 
mentioned they miss seeing them in the bulletin.  Let me know what you think, yes or no?   
 
A reminder that we need two or three people as a committee to chair the bazaar (yes I know 
summer hasn’t even come yet, but it’s nice to know we have people in place for that.  I 
“might” be willing to be one of 2 or 3 but only if someone comes forward to help with at least 
part of the planning.   
 

That’s all for now folks, warmer weather should be here soon.  Until next time……Judi 
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Trumansburg, NY 14886 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage  

PAID 
Permit #7 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

Please check the calendar for March on our web site or check 
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times 

Altar Guild Rep for March:  Karen Dean 
Alt.   Eileen Collins 

Remember to Spring 

your clocks ahead 

one hour on March 8.   


