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Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@fltg.net   

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email; jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
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(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: alma78@fltg.net 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  
School 

 

March 2018 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 
WHAT IF ... 

 
 What if I told you I had a product that would let you live a happier, longer 
life? 
 If I could put it in pill form and market it, my financial worries would be 
over. 
 As they say on the info- mercials, [This works better if you imagine 
someone with a bad haircut and bad lighting shouting at you.] “But wait!! If 
you act RIGHT NOW it won’t cost you $100, not $50, not even $20! If you act 
RIGHT NOW this health promoting, happiness producing product can be yours 
FREE! You don’t even pay shipping and handling!” 
 Well, below is that miracle! Study after study has shown that helping 
others is the best way to find happiness. And service to others increases our 
healthy life-span. 
 This Lent, embody the love of Christ by doing something for others. Here 
are some suggestions: 
 
Week One (Feb 18-24) 
Personal Practices: 

Make a “Gratitude Jar” - write little notes about what you were 
grateful for each day. 
Memorize a Psalm or other scripture or inspiring poem. (Psalm 100 
was Mary Jo Myers’ favorite!) 

 Donate non-perishable goods to the Food Pantry. 
 
Week Two (Feb 25 - March 3) 
Reaching Out to Others: 
 Send a cheerful card to someone who is alone. 
 Give a surprise gift to someone who needs a lift. 
 Call someone you haven’t spoken to in a while. 
 Take a favorite book or magazine to someone who can’t get out much. 
 
Week Three (March 4 - March 10) 
Service 

Give “Respite Care” to someone who is a care giver for a loved one. 
(Be with the one cared for an hour or two so the care giver can get a 
break and/or run errands.) 

Continued on page two... 
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Give rides to folks who need transportation to doctor’s appointments, the grocery 
store, etc.) 

 Volunteer at a nursing home or Hospice. 
 Volunteer at the Food Pantry. 
 
Week Four (March 11 - March 17) 
Pay it Forward: 
 Let someone ahead of you in line. 
 Buy coffee for the next customer. 
 Leave a big TIP 
 
Week Five (and the rest of our lives) 
 Choose one or more and keep doing it! 
 
If you know of someone who would benefit from these or other services, please let Rev Jeff 
and/or the church office know. 
 

          

Pastor’s Message continued…. 

Bath VA Medical Center Project (via American Legion Post 770)… 

Submitted by Jan Fergus 
 
During the month of March there will be boxes set up in the fellowship hall as well as the 
sanctuary for items to be donated to the VA Medical Center.  
 
This project is sponsored by the United Methodist Women (UMW).  Examples of items needed 
are:  toiletries (deodorant, denture cleanser, body wash), pens, pencils, pads of paper, cross 
word puzzles, word search puzzles, decks of cards, dominoes, postage stamps, $5/$10 fast 
food gift certificates, new clothing for needy vet patients (socks, 
underwear, t-shirts (M, XL, 2XL, 3XL), sweatshirts, pants, or 
jeans .   No books or boxed puzzles please.  These items can be 
for both male and female although we are told there are more 
males than females at the Center. 
 
Feel free to contact Jan Fergus for more information.  Jan will 
bring the collection to the Legion; and the Post will deliver 
items and visit with the residents later in the spring.  Thanks so 
much for your continued support of our mission projects!   
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

• World Day of Prayer, March 2, 2018  
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 4, 2018  
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 11, 2018  
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 11, 2018  
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 18, 2018  
• First day of spring, March 20, 2018  
• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25, 2018  
• Holy Week, March 25-31, 2018  
• Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018  
• Good Friday, March 30, 2018 
• Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 

March COUNCIL meeting 
is cancelled and will  only 
be called in case of some 
emergency business.  

TAC Palm Sunday Walk 
March 25, at 9:15 a.m. - Please join the Trumansburg Area Churches for our an-
nual Palm Sunday Walk.  Gather and leave from the Church of the Epiphany on 
Elm Street at 9:15 a.m., walk around the block together, and return to your 
home church for Sunday services.  Remember to bring along your own 
palms.  There will be no Adult Sunday School. 
 

Joint Trumansburg-Jacksonville-Mecklenburg UMC Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
March 29 7:00 p.m. at the Trumansburg United Methodist Church 
Service led by pastors, Jeff Losey, Geri Judd, and Kate Merriman. 
 

Joint Trumansburg-Jacksonville-Mecklenburg UMC Good Friday Worship Service 
March 30, 7:00 p.m. at the Jacksonville United Methodist Church 
Service led by pastors Jeff Losey, Geri Judd, and Kate Merriman.   
There will be a time of lay-led guided prayer beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
 

TAC Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday 
April 1, at 7 a.m. - hosted by the Methodist churches, speaker TBD. Please join your friends at 
Taughannock Falls State Park, North Point pavilion, for our community-wide Easter Sunrise service. 
Dress warmly.   It will be inside the pavilion and there will be a fire. 
 

Easter Sunday Service, April 1, 10:15 a.m. worship at TUMC. 
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The Blessings and Comfort of Prayer... 

Submitted by Mary Jamison 
 
 The Prayer Chain was started many years ago 
by Rev. William Gottschalk-Fielding, with Jan Fergus 
being assigned as Coordinator of about 10 groups of 
4-5 folks in each group and a leader for each group – 
all volunteering to serve in this capacity.  The leader 
was called with the prayer request, and in turn 
called each person in their group to pass on the 
request.  Jan did an exceptional job for many years, and decided a few years ago to let 
someone else take on this mission.  Many, many thanks to Jan for a job well done! 
 

Mary Jamison took on the job, and after using the group calling method, decided that 
emails were now probably the more efficient way to get the requests out as quickly and 
concisely as possible, which was approved by Rev. Jeff Losey.  There are still 3-4 persons who 
receive the requests by telephone. Most requests come in on email, but many still come via 
telephone.  Either way is very acceptable.  No one is put on the Prayer Chain without their 
knowledge, unless the requests come from family or close friends.  We try to honor 
everyone’s privacy as much as possible. 
 
 The mission of this group is for each person in the Prayer Chain to agree to devote 
time for the prayers requested, to be mindful of confidentiality needs, and to include 
regularly, prayers for our church family, pastor, schools, community, state, nation/world, and 
all leaders in authority.  Prayer can bring comfort, hope, peace and healing, and just the 
knowledge that there are so many praying for you and your needs is a comfort in itself.   
 
 Since the emails sent out have been saved in a file of their own starting last summer, 
we can report that since August of 2017, over 200 prayer requests and/or updates have been 
received and sent out.  There have been quite a number of requests received by telephone as 
well, indicating that this ministry is indeed filling a need for so many.  Turning to the Lord for 
help in prayer is such a gift and used so often. 
 
 Please, don’t forget that because of privacy laws the pastor may not always know of 
someone in the hospital, or even at home ill or in need of comfort, it would help him greatly 
to reach out/be in contact, if you would notify Rev. Jeff by calling 387-9024 or 
tumcpastor@fltg.net or jlosey@twcny.rr.com. 
 
 This ministry has been a blessing to so many, and hopefully will continue to be.  Thank 
you all, and God bless you for your faithful support.   Contact Mary with your prayer request 
at 387-6474 or alma78@fltg.net. 

mailto:tumcpastor@fltg.net
mailto:jlosey@twcny.rr.com
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Empty Bowls Fundraiser for Ulysses Food Pantry... 

 

 Trumansburg's Empty Bowls Fundraiser at Atlas Bowl will kick off this 
year's campaign to benefit the Trumansburg – Ulysses Food Pantry on 
Sunday March 11 from 1-3pm. A donation of $25 will buy a handmade 
bowl made by Salmon Pottery and Trumansburg High School ceramics students. Guests can then 
fill their new bowls with hearty soups from Good To Go and other local restaurants, and bring 
them home to keep as a reminder of all the empty bowls around the world. The Trumansburg 
event is a community-sponsored fundraiser organized by Atlas Bowl, Good To Go and Salmon 
Pottery in coordination with the Food Pantry. 
 There will be a silent auction and raffles for items donated by community members and 
businesses. Anyone wishing to donate to the raffle can contact Lynne Bursic 
(lynnebursic@gmail.com). Atlas Bowl is offering half price bowling during the event, and there will 
be a cash bar. Tickets (which come with two free raffle tickets if purchased in advance) are 
available at Good To Go, 21 East Main Street, Trumansburg until March 10, and there will be a 
table at ShurSave for ticket sales on Saturday, March 3, from 11am until 1pm. 

Trustee notes……. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 

 

 Many thanks for those who were able to attend the Trustee church interior work bee on 
Saturday, February 3rd (Carl and Peg Benham, Ronda Ketcham, Bill Grove, and Cal Organ).  A lot of 
cleanup was completed in the basement and ballast and lamp replacements for the cove lighting in 
the sanctuary was completed. 
Snow removal: 
 As you all know, we are always begging for volunteers to sign up for snow blowing and shoveling 
at the church.  We thank all of those who have volunteered for this task, and we can be proud of 
how well our sidewalks and steps are cleared and free of ice. Many have asked if our parking lot 
plowing contractor could do the sidewalks.  P&S Excavating does not do sidewalks.  They only do 
large snowplowing jobs with trucks.  Others have asked if we could hire someone to do the work.  
While we are not looking to add more expenses to our church maintenance budget, we share the 
concern of many that our volunteers are not getting any younger, and the job can be very difficult 
during large storms. 
 We are willing to try to find someone who could take care of our sidewalks and entrances.  But 
we are asking for your help.  Do any of you know of a person who would like to earn some extra 
money and could meet the following minimum requirements: 

Must be available 7 days a week and able to clear sidewalks more than once daily if necessary.  
Must also be able to clear snow before 7 AM each day. 
Must be able to operate a snow blower (provided). 
Must be physically able to shovel deep, heavy snow. 
Must be able to handle 40# bags of ice melting materials 

If you know of someone who fits these requirements, please let the Trustees know and we will 
follow up.  We will discuss compensation rates with any party who expresses an interest in doing 
the job.  In the meantime we will continue to beg for volunteers to share the burden of our 
Trumansburg winters. 
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 Society of Ordained Scientists Retreat Report 
Gathering in Richmond, VA 
January 8-11, 2018 
Submitted by Jeff Losey 

 
The Society of Ordained Scientists (SOSc) 
was formed in 1987 in the United 
Kingdom in order to express a 
commitment to the academic dialogue 
between faith and science within a 
spiritual framework. Retreats for the 
North American Province (NAP) are 
scheduled every two years. Retreats and 
Gatherings are held in the United 
Kingdom (U.K.), annually, with the next 
being scheduled for June 26-28 at the 
Sneaton Castle, Whitby, U.K. A retreat 
was held in Richmond, VA, January 8-11, 2018, for the NAP. The Rt. Rev. Nicholas Knisely, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Rhode Island, shared his life and experiences of being a physicist, parish priest and 
now a Diocesan Bishop. Dual lifestyles and concerns can be problematic since perceived conflicts 
between science and religion can be present. Are we only scientists when giving papers or lectures 
on science, and only theologians when presenting a sermon or counseling a parishioner? One of our 
challenges is to remain who we are in both situations and not just be one or the other. Biblical 
interpretation, new scientific findings, priorities in society can each be a challenge for us to 
understand, explain, and share with the larger community. Is there a “right” answer to each of the 
questions asked? How can we interpret and be true to each of our vocations and true to where God 
is leading us while walking within these two separate disciplines? Yes, this is a challenge for each of 
us and that is why, within the Society of Ordained Scientists, we pray for each other daily. We pray 
for the aims of the Society, its Members and Associates. We remember, when appropriate, to 
include the Society, Its Members and Associates at public worship. We endeavor to attend Annual 
Gatherings and Retreats in the U.K. and in North America to support and share our lives and work 
with each other. The fellowship, understanding and direction for each of us are found in ways that 
are unique to this group. 
 
Originally there were 17 Members and 6 Associates. There are now 50 Members and 17 Associates 
in the NAP that includes 5 new Members and 2 new Associates that were admitted at this Retreat. 
Rt. Rev. David Walker, Bishop of Manchester PA (U.K.), and Warden Stig Graham, (U.K.) were 
present to officiate during the Admission Eucharist held at Historic St. John’s Church in Richmond, 
VA. Rev. Pan Conrad, planetary biologist and geologist from Maryland; Rev. Michael Greene, 
physicist from Wisconsin; Dcn. Bob Larson, geologist from Colorado; Rev. Matthew Seddon, 
archeologist from Texas; and Dcn. Jared Talbot, biologist from Ohio were all admitted as Members. 
CJ Coppersmith, computer systems engr. from Massachusetts; and Rev. Harold Munn, science and 
faith practitioner from British Columbia were accepted as Associates. 
 
Additional information regarding SOSc can be found at https://ordainedscientists.wordpress.com 
or by contacting Rev. Lucas Mix, Warden NAP at lucas@flirble.org. 



  Page 7  

 

 
 
 

 Change in Membership Secretary… 
 
 Last fall, Mary Jamison decided it was 
time for her to give up her roll as Membership 
Secretary for the church.  She started shortly 
after Rev. Jeff came to the church (10 or more 
years ago?).  Over the span of months, perhaps a 
year, she developed a database for the 
membership rolls, using the old, OFFICIAL membership books (whose information is in 
consecutive order/sometimes mixed up/not in best order & sometimes with gaps), built a card 
file which was then input into a database she developed.  In addition to keeping the database 
updated, the OFFICIAL books, and various other records in those books have to be kept 
updated as well.  Recorded are new memberships (by Confession of Faith, transfers-Full, 
Affiliate or Associate, Confirmation, etc.), removal of members for various reasons (death, 
withdrawal, transfers, etc.), baptisms, and marriages.  Paper records are kept as well, in the 
office, and reports for the pastor are drawn for his Conference reports (in the fall) and Annual 
reports (the first of each year) from the information recorded annually. 
 
 Our Administrative Assistant, Beth Organ, has graciously agreed to take on these 
duties.  All the records Mary had have been transferred to the church computer and filing 
cabinets.  Beth will do a fine job, but because she’s not familiar with all of our church 
members, here and elsewhere, past and present, she will need our help to stay on top of some 
of those things.  For instance, if you have information for someone who was deceased, and 
you’re pretty sure they may have been members of this church, please send her an email with 
the name and whatever information you have (date place, etc.) so that she can check the 
records to be updated.  Let’s be as helpful as we can for her, as these records are so important 
and need to be updated as regularly as possible.  Thank you, Beth, for being willing to take on 
yet another job.  And thank you, the congregation, for bringing needed information to her 
attention. 
 
 Mary says it has been a privilege to have served in this capacity, but time and other 
things have dictated that  it was a time to pass this job along to someone else. 
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Puerto Rico Hygiene Kits Project Report… 

Submitted by Pat Love 

 A big thanks to each & everyone of you, who contributed labor, money, excellent 
communication, prayers, packing and the many other details, that can make a project 
succeed!! 

     We sent off 210 hygiene kits to the "hub" in Liverpool. They will be transported to 
Mission Central in Pa and then shipped to Puerto Rico or whatever area is neediest. The 
monetary amount (they assigned $12/kit), totals $2,520, and we also contributed an 
additional $50 directly to UMCOR! 

    Along with this our congregation (thanks to 
Mission & Outreach & the Women's Circle), 
gratitude goes to the Mecklenberg UMC and 
Jacksonville UMC, as well as to Dr Fey & Dr Tariq 
for toothbrushes, and  Kinney's and the Dollar 
store for donated clippers. Many individuals gave 
money & support in so many ways.  We did 
it...and we all give thanks, knowing we've 
touched at least 210 people's lives! Peace and 
thanks to you all:)  

Many hands worked to 
purchase and  to put these 
together!   
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Finger Lakes Lay Servant Spring Retreat… 
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson 

 

Four Courses are being offered March 23-24 at Auburn United Methodist Church, 99 South St, 
Auburn, NY 13021.  These courses are Open to All • Laity & Clergy.   All courses will be on 
Friday from 5-9 pm and Saturday 8:30 am—3 pm 
 
The courses are: 
 
Lay Servant Basic with Michael Alken & Jennie Young Walczyk 
 
Discover and reflect on your gifts of caring, teaching communicating and ministry.  Join this 
journey of exploring a path to deeper faith and service.  Purchase and read “Lay Servant 
Ministries.  Participant’s Book” by Jackson & Jackson.   
 
Transforming Conflict with Rev. Wilson Jones 
 
Conflict is a part of life, even (sometimes especially) in the church.  Conflict can be an 
opportunity for personal growth and for God to transform your faith community.   
 
Story Telling with Della Ludwig 
 
Find new meaning in the stories of the Christian faith; learn what makes a good story; discover 
your storytelling style; learn effective storytelling techniques; and practice stories from your 
own experience.  You will need to purchase, read and bring to class “Dancing with Words” by 
Ray Buckley.   
 
Living Our Beliefs with Patty Pierleoni 
 
Experience the uncovering of a deeper understanding and experience of Christian faith as you 
live the United Methodist way.  Purchase and bring to class “Living Our United Methodist 
Beliefs” by Kenneth L. Carder.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about what it is to be a Lay Servant and/or interested in 
one of the above courses, please contact Chris Kimball-Peterson (clkp329@aol.com, 387-
5486).   Chris can get you the form to sign up and fill you in on how to cover the small fees for 
the courses, etc.  
 
Current list of lay servants who would also be happy to discuss being a lay servant if you wish:  
Judi Eastburn, Rich Flaville, Mary Louise Gallagher, Rhonda Ketcham, Chris Kimball–Peterson, 
Pat Love and Susan McCormick 
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Remembrance Corner... 
Submitted by Marge Lener 

 
Jean Gunn was one of our quiet, refined ladies whose 
presence was known, not by her self-aggrandizement 
but rather by her lack of it.  She was very involved with 
her family, and with church service projects, such as 
the Food Pantry, the Sweater Drive and the Bazaar 
(she loved to knit!).  A gracious lady, always helpful.  A 
life of quiet servitude – well done, thou good and 
faithful servant!   
 

We miss her friendly smile, and her positive attitude!  

A wonderful example to us all of Christianity through 

service.  

Editor’s Note:  When I first took over the church bazaar, many years ago now, Jean was my 

right-hand person.  She taught me so very much, not just about the bazaar but about what it 

means to be a Christian.  I miss her advice and her wonderful laugh!   

Editor’s Notes…. 
 Not quite spring yet, but I promise it’s coming!  My husband and I are off for a quick trip to 
Florida next Friday to visit his sister in Ft. Myers.  I will try to soak up all the sun and heat as I 
can and bring some back!  I hope also to stop for a quick visit with Linda and Dick Coyle.  Dick 
recently had surgery on his knee but he is doing well, except for some pain as the numbing 
wears off, so keep him in your prayers for quick healing.     
 You will see the return of the Remembrance column.  If you know of people you would 
like to see written up, please let Marge Lener or I know and we will work on that.  You will 
find lots of great information in this newsletter and there will be more to come next issue, I 
still have not gotten room for the committee lists and hopefully that will be printed next 
time.  
 I hope you do check out our web site from time to time as there is changing information 
all the time and my hope is to start some new areas soon 
and update some other areas. I recently discovered that on 
the calendar, when you click on a meeting or event, you 
have the option to “sign up for a reminder of this event by 
email or text”.  It can come in handy if you are like me and 
need multiple reminders. I have started having it remind me 
of meetings mid afternoon on the day of the meeting even 
though I do phone reminders, I can never seem to have 
enough reminders (guess I’m getting pretty old!).  So until 
next time, I leave you with this thought………………… 
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Please check the calendar for March on our web site or check 
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times, Note again 

that the March Council Meeting has been cancelled. 

Altar guild rep for March:  Karen Dean 


