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I’ve been reading about time travel. Not “How-To” books, but science fiction.
I’d love to be able to travel in time. Doctor Who is one of my absolute favorite
characters. To hop into my TARDIS and go to wherever to whenever I wanted
would be exciting. The sight-seeing alone would be fun.
But what I would really like is to go back and fix some things. Some things I
have done and wish I could undo, some things I wish I had done when the
opportunity presented itself, and some things that have been done to me that I
wish I had avoided - or at least responded to differently. But, alas, it seems that
time travel is not in my future. (Or is it my past?)
As a fellow member of the species homo-sapiens, I can’t help but wish some
things were different. But, as they say, “If wishes were fishes...”
So what can I do, other than read sci-fi and fantasize about what the present
would be like if the past were different?
Well, one thing I have realized is that I actually do have a time machine.
Unfortunately, it is stuck in one direction and one speed. It only goes forward and
only at one day per day.
What if I were to think about where I want to be - who I want to be two years
from now? I could look back on this “now” self from the future and say, “Hey! In
order to get here, This is what you need to do.” My future self can’t control my
present self, because for my future self this is already past. My present self can
take control of the present and do what it can now.
Somewhere I heard that when Jane Goodall was about 6 years old, she told
her mother that she wanted to work with animals in Africa. Note that at this time
women did not, simply not become scientists or world travelers. Her mother told
her that the way to reach any goal was, “Work hard, take advantage of opportunity
& never give up.” So Jane went to London to become a secretary. Her mother told
her, “Secretaries can get jobs anywhere, even in Africa”. She sat in on college
courses. When a famous anthropologist gave a lecture, she spoke with him
afterward and impressed him with her knowledge. You probably know the rest.
I can’t change the past - mine or anyone else’s. I can’t make the past better. I
can act in the present to make the future better.
We are in the liturgical season of Lent. Traditionally a time of repentance. If
we take to heart that the word repentance means to turn - away from and toward
- then I think it still works well in this present day.
This Lent, let us turn toward that which makes us and those around us better more and more the best self that we know we can be.
One last quote from Jane Goodall: “What you do makes a difference, and you
have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.”
See you in the future

A Message from the Trumansburg Food Pantry
Dear Community Members,
March and April are the months the Trumansburg Food
Pantry holds its annual fund raising campaign. To kick
off this year’s fundraising campaign there will be a
community event at the Atlas Bowl on Sunday, March 6
from 1-3 p.m. This event is being sponsored by Salmon
Pottery, Good to Go and Atlas Bowl. Salmon Pottery has
made lovely pottery bowls which will be filled with soup
for a donation of $20 per person. Beverages and dessert
will also be provided. Atlas Bowl is offering half price bowling. There will be raffles and more!
All are welcome to come and enjoy this community event. Tickets are available at Salmon
Pottery from 11 a.m. to 5 p. m. Saturdays and Sundays and Good to Go during their regular
hours.
During 2015, 262 different households used the Trumansburg Food Pantry at sometime during
the year to help their family’s food needs. On average, these households included 70 children,
135 adults and 35 senior citizens. Last year in 2015, during the March and April campaign, our
community raised $13,047 in cash donations and collected 2,895 food items for use in our
pantry. This fundraiser helped cover 25% of expenses for quality food choices.
Besides the community event fundraiser you can also donate non-perishable food items. Just
bring your non-perishable food donations directly to your church or the collection box at the
SHUR-SAVE.
If you would like to make a cash donation you may make a donation to the United Way in
support of the Trumansburg Food Pantry or mail your tax deductible donation to:
Trumansburg Food Pantry
P. O. Box 162
Trumansburg, NY 14886
Thank you and God bless you,
Anne Haus, Coordinator, Trumansburg Food Pantry
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2016
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 6, 2016
• Girl Scout Sunday, March 6, 2016
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 13, 2016
• Daylight-Saving Time Begins, March 13, 2016
• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 20, 2016
• Holy Week, March 20-26, 2016
• First day of Spring, March 20, 2016
• Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016
• Good Friday, March 25, 2016
• Holy Saturday, March 26, 2016
• Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016

Upcoming TAC Events:
Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) Palm Sunday Walk
March 20, beginning at 9:15 a.m. at the Epiphany Episcopal Church
on Elm Street. Walk around the block together and then return to
your home church for Sunday services.
Bring your palms!
Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) Easter Sunrise Service at the Lake
Sunday, March 27, at 7 a.m., hosted by Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Join your friends at the North Point Pavilion at Taughannock Falls State Park for our
community Easter Sunrise Service.
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2016 TUMC Choir - Rehearsal

Time Change - during the winter months!

The first thing we want you to know is that choir rehearsals, for the winter months, will be held on
SATURDAYS AT 10:00 a.m.
We hope that will help get more folks out to join us in song, and to accommodate those who are
already singing.
There has been some interest expressed in singing with/joining the choir, and we are encouraging
any and all to “come on down” and lend your voices in praise during worship. If you love to sing,
it’s the place to be. We are willing to help you in any way we can, even if you don’t know if you’re
a soprano, alto, tenor or bass (baritone). We will help you to find your “spot.” There is a wealth of
great music to choose from in the wonderfully expansive music library that the church has; and we
will choose music that’s compatible and lovely for the group.
Come and grow musically with us, and “sing joyful songs” to the Lord.
Hope to see you on Saturday at 10 a.m. Our contact information is listed below, if you’d like to
talk with us about singing with the choir.
Jack Darling (Music Director)
Tel. 607-279-5207
jdghyh@gmail.com
Francine Darling (Keyboardist &
Jack’s right hand “lady”)
Tel. 607-279-9313
francine.darling@cornell.edu

Easter Sunday Brunch
March 27, 9:00 a.m.

The Mission & Outreach Committee and the Disciple Class will
be hosting an Easter Brunch at 9 am, Easter Sunday between
the Sunrise Service and our regular church service. Beverages
and table service will be provided. Bring a “breakfast” food,
such as breakfast casserole, stratas, quiches, fruit, pastries,
etc. A sign-up sheet will be available on the bulletin board, in
the small fellowship hall after the March 6th church service.
Please come and share in this wonderful fellowship on Easter Sunday. If you have any
questions contact Mary Gallagher at 387-6954 or e-mail mlg1953@yahoo.com.
HAPPY EASTER!!
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Remembrance Corner
Submitted by Marge Lener
Talk about a special couple (no – don’t talk about them, read about
them)! Here’s to Helen and Miller Hess --- who, some of you may
say?
Helen was the person for whom the words “Christian lady” were
coined—sterling example of quiet friendliness and sincere demeanor.
“Lead by example”, “They will know we are Christians by our love”,
“Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me”—all phrases
that applied to Mrs. Hess. Not only was she willing to share the
limelight, she was willing to relinquish the limelight.

Helen Hess from
an old directory

She and Mr. Hess deserved all the attention then, and deserve it now, for it was they who
when we talked about building a new parsonage, donated the land for the ministers’ family
home---a gift of considerable value and generosity! And, they were such interesting people
also. Mrs. Hess was born in Idaho of Finnish immigrants. She spoke English as a second
language. After marrying Miller Hess, they settled on the Hess family horse farm here in
Podunk and raised and raced harness horses. They and their horses “showed” all along the
East coast of the U.S.
Once again, it is so important to get to know all the members of our church family. Mr. and
Mrs. Hess certainly illustrate to us that quiet Christians can be interesting Christians, making
the “Fellowship” aspect of worship an enriching experience!
Editors Note: I have to say thanks again to Marge for these wonderful write-ups, I am learning
along with all of you and I think it is so interesting to learn of the church family who came
before us and shaped our wonderful church into the community it is. Doesn’t it make you
wonder how you will be remembered?

Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net
of love by which you can catch souls. God loves a
cheerful giver. One gives most who gives with joy.
The best way to show our gratitude to God and
people is to accept everything with joy.
A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart
burning with love. Never let anything so fill you with
sorrow as to make you forget the joy of the Christ
risen.
Mother Teresa
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MISSION: School Kits for Poor, Needy and Displaced Children
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham
Deuteronomy 15:11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be
openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.
Proverbs 14:31b whoever is kind to the needy honors God
Helping others is what TUMC members and friends are really good at. We sense God's purpose for
us in this ministry and enjoy serving him this way. Currently we help here in our community with
the food pantry, Robotics, Girl Scouts and more. We help around the world with helmet liners for
soldiers, malaria nets for Africa, child support through Compassion International and more. We
sense God calling us to serve poor, needy and displaced children in an
area new to us. And, we are willing and able to serve.
During the month of March 2016, Piece-makers and the Care and
Nurture committee, with your help, has a plan to serve poor and
displaced children through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief). UMCOR keeps a ready supply of individual school kits (a school
bag with pencils and paper, etc.) for distribution to children who are
poor, needy and/or displaced. School kits are donated by
congregations, groups and individuals. We will use donated fabric to
hand craft at least 20 school bags. When the bags are completed, we
will fill them with specific school supplies, as requested by UMCOR.
Then, during our worship service on a Sunday in April, the kits will be
dedicated. Shortly thereafter, we will mail the kits to UMCOR for
immediate or eventual distribution where needed.

Matt Hallman holding one of
the school bags

How can you help? If you have fabric to donate, we can use heavyweight corduroy, denim and
upholstery fabric. After all, these bags will be well used daily, by children - they must be
tough! We need helpers willing to cut out and construct the school bags. We are scheduled to
meet at Peg Benham’s on Wednesday, March 30th at 1:30pm. Please come to cut and sew! You
can sign up to bring school supplies for filling the bags. There will be a sign up poster during coffee
hour in March. You can also give either cash or a check (to TUMC with 'school kits' in the note
area) to purchase what may not be donated already. UMCOR also requests at least $1.00 per kit to
help with shipping costs, if you want to give toward that expense. Most importantly, you can
pray. Pray for the continued generosity of our congregation, for UMCOR as they serve the poor
and needy around the world and for the children who receive our kits (their safety, health and
acceptance of the gospel).
We look forward to helping one another serve the Lord in this
capacity. Sooooo, exciting!
Contact Ronda Ketcham at maymay56@twcny.rr.com or 351-0341
(cell) for questions.
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ALTAR GUILD / EASTER MEMORIALS
The Altar Guild is ready to take your order for Easter Lilies! You are invited to order a Lily in honor/memory of
a loved one. The lilies will be used in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, March 27, 2015. A memorial list will
be published in the church bulletin and in our newsletter, Spiritual Harvest. You can take your Lilies home after
Easter Sunday’s service. If you prefer, you can make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild instead of ordering a
Lily.
Please fill out the form below, and:
❒ Give it, along with your payment, to Suzanne Organ; or
❒ Put it in the collection plate (clearly marked); or
❒ Mail it to the church office: Trumansburg United Methodist
Church, PO Box 628, Trumansburg, NY 14886,
ATTENTION: Altar Guild/ Suzanne Organ
❒ Cost = $10.00 for white lily.
❒ Make checks payable to: Trumansburg United Methodist Church.
❒ Clearly note what the check is for: 1) flowers, or 2) Altar Guild donation.
Orders are due on or before Sunday, March 13, 2016.
Your name: ____________________ Telephone No. ______________

EASTER FLOWERS

QUANTITY

White Easter Lily ($10.00 each)
6” pot
Total Amount Enclosed

In honor or memory of:________________________________________________

I would like to make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild in lieu of a plant.
In honor or memory of:
Delivery Instructions (please mark your preference):
❒ Deliver to a shut-in? Yes, please take to someone who will Enjoy it ___________ No, I will take home or
to someone myself___________
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Notes from the editor…
As I write this there is a winter storm warning out and it looks quite nasty but hopefully by
the time you are reading this, it will be much better weather and spring will be around the
corner.
As many of you know, my Sister-in-Law passed away, the one I had asked for numerous
prayers for over the past years. She fought cancer valiantly for 9 years, one of the most
positive people I’ve ever known. She was, in fact one of my biggest inspirations as I
recovered from major issues last year. I thank you all for all your prayers as I’m sure they
helped her to make it for 9 years past her first diagnosis of an incurable cancer. We recently
traveled to Waleska, Georgia to her memorial service, it was very touching and the trip ended
up being a sad and yet happy one as we stayed with Dick and Linda Coyle while we were
there and spent a couple extra days there. It was so very good to see my very good friend
again and spend time with her. She and Dick send their best to all! They are doing good and
enjoying life in Georgia.
I am always looking for new items for the newsletter so if you have suggestions, please let me
know as I’m happy to do any research needed, etc. to develop new columns.
I want to again thank Marc and Phyllis Kaplan for their willingness to mail this newsletter out
in a very timely manner! I also thank all who contribute articles and for Kate who runs the
copies on the copier and Mary Jamison who is always willing to proofread for me. Bless you
all! I hope you all enjoy reading each issue as much as I enjoy putting it together!
I wish each of you a Happy Easter and until next time…………………………..
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March 2016

Sun

Mon

Tue
Wed
Trumansburg
United
MethodistThu
Church
1
2
Disciple IV 9-11 am Bells 6:30 pm
SPPRC 6:30 pm

3

Fri
4

Sat
5
Choir 10 am

6
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

7

8
9
Disciple IV 9-11 am Bells 6:30 pm
Council 7 pm

10
11
Food Pantry
Steering Comm. 10 UMW

12
Choir 10 am

13
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15

14
Food Pantry

15
16
Disciple IV 9-11 am Bells 6:30 pm
Trustees 7 pm

17

18

19
Choir 10 am

20
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

21

22
23
Disciple IV 9-11 am Bells 6:30 pm
Finance 7 pm

24
Maundy Thursday
Service 7 pm

25
Good Friday
Service 7 pm

26
Choir 10 am

29
30
Disciple IV 9-11 am Bells 6:30 pm

31

27 EASTER
28
Sunrise service 7 Food Pantry
Brunch 9
Worship 10:15
AA 6-9 pm
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Corner of South & Main Sts
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Altar Guild
Rep: Monica Pritchard
Alternate: Eileen Collins

