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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
607-387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional Mes-
sage Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM in person and on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM in person and on zoom 

June 2022 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

G reetings in the name of Jesus Christ! As I write this 
newsletter article, the vegetables are in the process of 

hardening for the warm days of June and the heat of the 
months to follow. After coffee hour in May, there was a 
passionate discussion about planting times for fields as hopes 
were shared about bumper crops in the year to come. June is 
a month of growth, life, and vitality. 
 

As a church, these concepts fit well with the movement 
through the liturgical year. In April, Christ was buried and 
broke free from the “crust” of the grave. In May, we looked at 
stories of resurrection as trees blossomed, grass began to 
wake from dormancy, and the bees began to buzz. In June, we 
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the first week and 
then suddenly shift into a long season where we connect the 
work of God with our lives. As we ponder the growth of 
seedlings into vibrant plants, we recognize the growth the 
church can experience when the Holy Spirit works in us. 
 

We pray that you will spend time with us throughout the next 
few months as we look at the intersections between a life of 
faith and a life in the world. May God bless you during this 
growing season. 
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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Mission and Outreach (M&O) News and Notes 
 

Here’s the latest, ya’ll! 
 

 Mary Louise updated us on 2nd Wind Cottages. Their Spring Clean-up was May 1st - 
we missed it. They have a list of ongoing needs on their website, 
secondwindcottages@gmail.com  They are partnering with other local agencies on a new 
project for the Ithaca Jungle residents. Next month we plan to help stock their food pantry 
again. 
 Please remember your donations for the Summer Pasta Salad Bowls for Food Pantry, 
due by Sunday, June 12th, 2022. Place the items on or near the table by the church office. 
The items that we need you to bring are… 

 If you want to join us when we put these all together, come to TUMC on Friday, June 
17th at 6pm for our next meeting. We will be preparing the Bowls for the June 20th Food 
Pantry distribution. It will be fun, so don’t miss out! 

 Have  ideas for who needs a card or a meal?  Ronda has a list, so contact her at 607-
351-0341. We are happy to share these needs with you! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Ronda Ketcham, rondaketcham@gmail.com 

Fun shaped pasta 
Olives - black, green 

Chick peas or black beans 
Bottled Italian dressing 
Dry Italian dressing mix 

Parmesan cheese - shelf stable 
Other: (jar or canned) 

Pepperocini, roasted red peppers, 
Artichokes 

 

Notes from the Editor… 
 

 Our next issue will be a combined summer issue and will most likely come out 
sometime end of July or early August.   My husband and I plan a trip to Santa Fe sometime in 
June (coming soon actually).  We will drive out as we plan to make some stops to see other 
family members on our way back home.  Can’t wait to see our family!!   
 You will see a very tentative schedule for Lakeside Services this summer, watch e-News 
for the latest version.  Thanks so much to Marge Lener for submitting her wonderful poems/
stories which, for our summer or fall issues, I would love to hear any vacation stories you 
might have.  Have a wonderful summer and until next time…………….. 

mailto:secondwindcottages@gmail.com
mailto:rondaketcham@gmail.com
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Special dates 
 

• Pentecost, June 5, 2022 

• Trinity Sunday, June 12, 2022 

• Flag Day, June 14, 2022 
• Father’s Day, June 19, 2022 

• First day of summer, June 21, 2022 

Summer Lakeside Services  for 2022 ...So Far 

July 3 Epiphany (Awaiting confirmation) 

July 10 Trumansburg UMC 

July 17 First Presbyterian 

July 24 First Baptist 

July 31  

August 7 Triathalon 

August 14   

August 21 First Presbyterian 

August 28 Trumansburg UMC 

Looking for something fun to do in June?    
 
Trumansburg's Encore Players present "The Cayuga Canal Girls" at the Arena 
Theatre at Loch Ridge Farm, 9706 Congress St. Ext., June 2 -5.  Wheelchair 
accessible and masks required. $l5 tickets at their website or the door. 
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On the Global Methodist Church 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

Friends, on May 1, 2022, the Global Methodist Church (GMC), a new denomination formed by 
members of the United Methodist Church  (without General Conference’s blessing) was 
launched. As our Annual Conference meeting has been postponed until October, we likely will 
not have a lot of updates as local churches ponder what this might mean for us in our 
Conference, our region, our churches, or in our lives. We will do our best to keep people 
informed through eNews, but as of the writing of this article two (2) things of note have 
happened: 
 

1) Decision 1444 was released by the Judicial Council of the UMC. Decision 1444 stated in 
very clear terms that an Annual Conference cannot decide to leave the UMC without 
the approval of the General Conference. Any attempts for an Annual Conference to 
leave the UMC to join the GMC without a method approved by the General 
Conference of the UMC are declared invalid and null. 
 

Why does this matter? The Methodist Movement has always held a principle called 
the Trust Clause as a foundational principle since the first days of the movement under 
John Wesley. The Trust Clause was established to both maintain order and to advance 
the principle that ministries and churches within the Methodist Movement belong to 
God rather than individuals. The Trust Clause states that if properties cease to be used 
for God’s ministry (in the eyes of the Annual Conference), then those properties are to 
be handed over to the Annual Conference. Often this rubs people the wrong way. 
They see how much time and effort they have put into the local church and some have 
the tendency to see the Annual Conference as a sinister body waiting in the shadows. 
Frankly, this is not a great way of looking at the relationship between the Annual 
Conference and the church. 
 

Another way of looking at it is to see it as it is named: as a trust. As Methodists, when 
we establish a new church, we entrust that building and all that will come into the 
hands of God. If we ever come to the point where we cease to live out the ministry we 
intended at the start, we do not take back what we have for our own purposes. We 
have entrusted the church to God and the Annual Conference exists in part to 
continue fulfilling those purposes long after we have gone. We have entrusted these 
gifts to God through our offerings of time, treasure, talents, prayers, presence, and 
service. The Annual Conference wants us to succeed in that ministry and exists as a 
body that both helps keep churches faithful to their calling and uses the Trust Clause 
to protect the church whenever it becomes spiritually sick or unable to continue only 
after a long process of discernment, prayer, advocacy, and assistance..   

Cont’d on Page 5... 
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Unfortunately, whenever politics arise, even things as well intentioned as the Trust 
Clause do end up receiving a negative spin. This decision is important because an 
Annual Conference like the Upper New York Annual Conference does hold the trust 
clauses of all of the constituent churches. In cases like that of the GMC foundation, if 
the Annual Conference were to switch to the GMC, suddenly churches with an 
understanding with the Upper New York Annual Conference of the UMC might 
suddenly find themselves at odds with the new leadership of the Upper New York 
Annual Conference of the GMC.  
 

There are fears, founded or not, that a church involved with a group like Reconciling 
Ministries might be forced to renounce their beliefs or else have their church closed by 
the trust clause. If you are wondering, yes, this is the exact same fear that some 
churches joining the GMC have about the UMC. What if the UMC decides to open their 
doors and leadership to people who are seen as living lives “incompatible with 
Christian teaching?” Would they force us to accept “those people” in leadership or as 
our pastors?  
 

On a completely personal level, I personally believe that fear rarely serves the church 
well. There is something to be said for (at times) being cautious and careful, but fear is 
that very thing which perfect love casts out (1 John 4:18). Fear is rarely a good 
motivator for healthy relationships within churches and church leadership. For that 
matter, it is rarely a good motivator for any healthy relationship. 
 

2) If you are involved in any form of social media, you may have begun to receive 
marketing advertisements from the Global Methodist Church. I have heard from 
several people that they have received these ads. Some found them benign and 
chuckled at the “spin” of such advertisements. Others found them somewhat offensive 
as they can seem at times to paint the UMC in a less than charitable light..  
 

Again, fear rarely serves the church well. I have run Facebook ads in the past for local 
events. The ads can be targeted towards people who identify as United Methodist, as 
Christian, or who live in a certain area. The advertising algorithms are somewhat 
precise, but they are not omniscient. There is only One who knows all and that Person 
is not Mark Zuckerberg or his equivalents in other social media corporations. The 
system really is not that precise. 
 

If the algorithm picks you out for an advertisement, it is simply doing what it is meant 
to be doing and is not an advertisement pointed directly towards you as an individual. 
Especially if such advertisements might frustrate you, I invite you to take a deep breath 
and attempt to respond to the moment with prayer rather than be triggered into 
frustration as a reaction. 

 

….Cont’d from Page 4 
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Jesus My Best Friend 

By Marge Lener 
 

Incompetent and incontinent, 

Just two words that are new to me. 

I never thought I’d need them, 

Now use them frequently!   

What happened to those care-free days 

of needing no protection, 

of remembering what happened ten minutes ago? 

I’ve lost confidence in my memory selection! 

Did I turn off the light? 

Did I lock the door? 

Did I pull up my zipper? 

Did I finish each chore? 

I’m In big trouble, 

but one thing I do know, 

God is with me wherever I go!   

So, stay with me, Lord, 

as I travel this road, 

I hope it’s a long one, till I reach the end, 

where I’ll be forever with Jesus, my best friend! 
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Reading for Sitting in the Shade: 
 

H ere’s what Pastor Rob is reading this June to broaden his horizons. 
Feel free to join him or to send a recommendation for the months to 

come: 
 

1) “Early Methodist Spirituality: Selected Women’s Writings” ed, Paul Wesley Chilcote. 
 

 This book is a collection of the journal entries, letters, autobiography, hymns, prayers, 
and poems by women early in our Methodist History. The Book is divided into three 
parts: “Autobiography as theology”, “Writings in Practical Divinity”, and “The Art of 
Living and Dying.” I find the writings in this collection to be inspiring, insightful, and 
profound. I spend time with this collection every few years as it is very inspiring.  

 

2) “Lose, Live, Love: The Spiritual Gifts of Loss and Change” by Dan Moseley 
 

 This book is published by Upper Room Books, which is connected with the Academy 
for Spiritual Formation. I am reading this for both professional and personal reasons. 
The prologue puts it well: 

 

 “This book is for you if you’ve ever lost a lover, a friend, a dog, a job, a partner, a 
championship game, a leg, an eye, a baby, a dream, a breast, a house, a car, a 
business.  

 

 It is for you if you have ever wondered what good people can do when bad things 
happen to them. It is for you if your city of residence, your job, your family structure, 
your school, your physical ability, your beliefs, or your world view has ever changed. 
And it is for you if you have ever traveled to other cultures, become acquainted with 
strangers, had a baby, been betrayed, been abused, gotten married or divorced.  

 

 If any of these things have happened to you, this book is for you because this is a book 
about discovering new life through the losses of life.” 

 

3) The Common English Bible (CEB). This translation was published in 2011 and was a 

collaborative effort of many denominational publishing houses, including Abingdon 

Press, which is one of the publishing agencies affiliated with the United Methodist 

Church. It has been promoted heavily by Cokesbury for several years. 
 

My favorite translation for years was the New Revised Standard Version, which has 

recently produced an Updated Edition, often referred to as the New Revised Standard 

Version, Updated Edition (NRSVUE). I am exploring alternative translations of the 

scriptures until the Updated Edition becomes more widely available to avoid confusing 

conversations about how one New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) reading doesn’t 

line up with another New Revised Standard Version (NRSVUE) reading. 
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Coffee Hour Coordinators 
By Mary Jamison for Rosemary Terry and Susan McCormick 

 

Do you enjoy the Fellowship at coffee hour after church on Sunday?  I’m 
sure most of you do, and it’s been a pleasure for the 3 folks to have served as 
coordinators since 2011, when Ron and Mary Jo Myers had to give up serving in 
this capacity. Ron and Mary Jo took this fun ministry very seriously as did, more 
recently, the three coordinators:  Rosemary Terry, who collected basket 
donations to buy coffee with, making sure there was always a good supply of coffee available – 
Thank You Rosemary; Susan McCormick, who hasn’t been able to help with this for some time, 
but was there when she could be of help – Thank You Susan; and Mary Jamison – who made the 
sign-up calendar for the year, wrote articles for eNews/Newsletter, and with Carol Grove’s help, 
provided signs for the kitchen.  We all loved helping.  For a variety of reasons, all three of us 
have now decided that it’s time to pass the torch to someone else.  Coffee hour pretty much 
runs itself, with the volunteers for any given Sunday checking for available supplies and 
providing whatever is needed. 

The coordinators check the kitchen, etc. periodically, deciding if they need to bring coffee 
hour needs to the attention of the congregation via newsletters/eNews (like asking more folks to 
sign up), and to help where needed, or answer questions.  Carol Grove has graciously 
volunteered to be the “Communications” person for the group, and will provide the sign-up 
calendar for the new year, write articles as needed, and make necessary signs for the kitchen.  
Thank you so much, Carol!! 

However we would like to have at least two more folks to help as coordinators 
1) to check coffee supplies and purchase more as needed, and collect the basket 

donations 
2) to help wherever necessary and/or answer questions etc.   

These are easy positions to volunteer for.  If you would like to step in and help as one of the 
coordinators, please let Mary Jamison know.  Thanks, and God bless for being willing to help the 
continued fellowship of coffee hour!   

There are many empty Sundays on the current calendar that you can sign up for.  There 
are plenty of paper products, and, if you are looking for something and can’t find it, ask Julie 
Messenger, Trudy VanOstrand or Connie Ike for help.  It’s easiest if two or more sign up, and in 
the past, we have had groups sign up (i.e. committees) for Sundays/Special Sundays (i.e. 
Mother’s/Father’s Day, Graduation, etc.)  Check it out, one date is probably the right one for you 
and it is fun!  Thanks to all!   
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A Note from the Trustees by Dick Peterson….. 
 

 We had a wonderful May here at TUMC.  We had an 
outdoor clean-up day at the church on May 7th.  Many of our 
church family turned out to help, and the outdoor area around 
the church looks great.  Many thanks to those who devoted time 
to this effort (Bill Grove, Cal Organ, Joe Sibley, Pastor Rob, Trudy 
VanOstrand, Jim Zifchock, Pat Love and Jerry Reynolds.)  Special 
thanks to Bill Grove for serious tree trimming over the garage and 
cleanup of large amounts of pine needles on the garage roof and 
the top of Verizon’s generator.  Also special thanks to Jerry 
Reynolds for hauling away all of the debris to his special dumping 
spot.  Trudy did a lot of weed-eating, while Pastor Rob, Jerry 
Reynolds and Joe Sibley helped haul many loads of mulch for 
placement around our shrubs.  Pat Love did a lot of work in Mary’s Garden, which looks 
beautiful,  If I missed anyone, please let me know and I will correct the omission in the next 
newsletter.  It was a great day of work made easy by fellowship. 
 Then, on May 14th we had our annual spring chicken barbecue and pie sale.  Thank you 
so much to the wonderful Methodist bakers who made 30 pies for the sale.  The on-site work 
crew that day included Bill Grove (master Firestarter, fire manager, flipper, chicken checker 
and other jobs), Pastor Rob (master photographer, 
baster,  and welcoming presence at the sales table), 
Pete Jager (barbecue expert and flipper), Joe Sibley 
(barbecue crew member, chicken transporter, and sales 
representative, cleanup manager), Colin Day (barbecue 
crew and lead story teller), Abby Snyder (front sales 
crew and table set-up, pie baker, and any other task she 
could find), Cal Organ (barbecue crew, out front sales 
chicken bagger, excellent oversight and general 
enthusiast), Trudy VanOstrand (out front sales. chicken 
bagger and Trustee cheerleader), Peg Benham (out front sales, resident marketing expert, 
money handler and pie sales organizer), Jerry Reynolds (barbecue crew, baster, flipper, and 
great story teller), Jim Zifchock (General oversight manager, master encourager, chicken and 
donut tester), Judi Eastburn (out front sales, money handler, and customer ambassador),  
Cheryl Hine (out front sales and co-cleanup manager).  I pray I didn’t miss anyone.  I’m so 
pleased we had such a wonderful crew and a great day.  We had chicken ready before 9:30 
and we were all sold out before noon.  Our expenses were huge (the cost of the chicken was 
nearly double the cost of the Fall, 2021 barbecue and we purchased enough charcoal for two 
barbecues, and enough barbecue bags for three barbecues).  In spite of high costs, we had a 
net profit of $1,088.00.  Thank you all for your help, your patronage and just being part of our 
wonderful church family. 
 The church lawn is being mowed by Jack Mitchell.  Soon Alex and Ryan will be home 

from college to lend their Dad a hand.  When you see them, please say thank you for their 

wonderful service. 
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We are now open to worship in the sanctuary and will also continue to offer 
the Zoom worship option for those who cannot attend in person. To get to the 
zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the front 
page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Altar Guild Rep.  June:  Ellen Mitterer 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

