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I am learning one open heart can change the world. On a sunny Sunday morning
last year, we arrived at church a few minutes early. David slowly climbed the steps,
one at a time, while holding my hand. Once inside he pulled away from me, wanting
to explore the sanctuary before the service began. I set down my bag and followed
closely behind him. I had no idea what was about to happen.
David lives life inside a body that doesn’t cooperate. Because of his disability, he is
very small, has only two fingers on his left hand and is non-verbal. David can’t speak
with words but he has much to say. He communicates through gestures, physical
touch and heart connection. As he moved around the room he ran his hand over the
smooth wood of the church pew, weaving in and out of the narrow space. Then he
crossed the aisle and made his way over to a woman sitting by herself. She was in
her late thirties, had a kind face and a gentle presence.
We’d never met but that didn’t stop David from approaching her. As he got closer,
the woman looked up and smiled at him. Once beside her, David turned around and
backed up to her—it’s his way of asking to be held.
“He wants to sit on your lap.” I explained. “He can sit next to you if you prefer.”
“No,” she said, “I’d love to hold him.” She carefully lifted him onto her lap.
He tenderly wrapped his arms around her neck and laid his head against her
shoulder.
“Is this okay?” I asked, anxious to be considerate of her space “Would you like me to
move him?”
She looked up at me with tears in her eyes.
“My mom was diagnosed with cancer a couple days ago.” she said in a quiet voice. “I
just needed a hug so badly. He knew exactly what I needed.”
I bent down beside them and touched her knee softly as she and David embraced. It
was a holy moment of connection that soothed a hurting heart.
In that moment he gave her love, changing her world.
So often I rush around, trying to take care of people, trying to serve, trying to be
good enough, trying to prove myself.
David doesn’t worry about these things. He is present in the moment. He is fully
himself, unconcerned with what others think.
David’s simple act of love brought hope and beauty to this woman’s day.
He saw her and without pause met her exactly where she was.
It wasn’t accidental.
It wasn’t complicated.
It was David’s open heart that created a beautiful connection.
Maybe it’s not only grand, heroic actions that change the world.
Maybe it’s the quiet moments, when, in humility and brokenness we meet each
other right where we are.
We offer hope and love.
Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

A Reminder from the Financial Secretary
Submitted by Eileen Collins
Finance Committee
I can’t believe it, but as I am writing this we are already halfway through our 2 nd quarter
pledge campaign. During this quarter 34 pledging units pledged $22,085. That is about half of
our projected needs for this quarter and is really good news. The remainder is being filled with
generous donations from members and friends of the church, our May chicken barbeque, the
Verizon account, and sundry other donations. As of May 14th we have received $19,185 from
Sunday collections and the barbeque. If finances stay on this track we will be able to meet our
revenue needs through June. Thank you, one and all, for your financial support.
The finance committee is asking you to consider thoughtfully your pledge for the third quarter
in this year. Please be aware that we have renegotiated our loan with the bank to repair the
additional outside brickwork to the church. This will take a little more than an additional $400
per month from the Verizon payment. Church council has also voted to give from the Verizon
money $300 per month to be divided equally between Trustees, UMCOR, and the church
endowment fund. This money will allow us to begin fulfilling our goals of providing for ongoing
building maintenance, supporting missions beyond our community, and providing for the
church’s future financial stability. These two items were not included in this year’s budget.
This means we will have a little more than $700 per month less income to fund our operating
expenses during the remainder of the year.
Starting with the first Sunday in June, pledge cards will be available in the sanctuary and the
church office for you to estimate how much you can give in the third quarter. If you did not
pledge in the second quarter, please consider doing so through the summer months. You may
adjust this amount at any time. This will give the finance committee some idea of how much
income with which we have to work and help us in making financial decisions. If you have
pledged in the second quarter, we are requesting you still make out a pledge card for the third
quarter after prayerfully considering the information in this message. We have faith that God
will somehow see us through this period and whatever you choose to give is a blessing from
Him.

Have a wonderful summer and may God bless you and yours.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Pentecost, June 4, 2017
• Trinity Sunday, June 11, 2017
• Flag Day, June 14, 2017
• Father’s Day, June 18, 2017
• First day of summer, June 20, 2017

Calling All Knitters…
Thanks for keeping our military Veterans in mind as
you knitted caps & scarves for them this winter!
Please bring in your finished gifts ASAP to the church,
or let me know if you’d like me to stop by & pick them
up from your home.
Meg Gaige 387-6903
gaigemeg@gmail.com
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2017 TAC Summer Lakeside Services
8 AM, Taughannock Falls State Park, North Point
Remember to bring your lawn chairs.
All are welcome!
Sponsored by the Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC)
July 02

Church of the Epiphany
Lay People

July 09

Mecklenburg United Methodist Church
Rev. Kate Merriman

July 16

First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses
Rev. Cheryl Peeples

July 23

Jacksonville Community United Methodist Church
Rev. Geri Judd
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Anthony Vaughan

July 30
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Aug 06

NO SERVICE …
due to the Cayuga Lake Triathlon

Aug 13

Trumansburg United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey

Aug 20

First Baptist Church of Trumansburg
Rev. Dennis Christiansen

Aug 27

Perry City Friends Meeting
Perry City Friends

Trumansburg Food Pantry Volunteers Needed!
July and August 2017
Submitted by Peg Benham
Volunteers from our church are needed for July and August to
work at the free food distributions which are held every other
Monday. The dates assigned to our church are July 3rd, July 17th,
July 31st, August 14th and August 28th.
Volunteers are needed from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm to help set up tables, carry food from the
basement, repackage food, work behind the tables during the actual distribution (12:45 – 2:15)
and help carry client boxes. We need someone with a truck to pick up groceries (contact Dot
Manheim for details), deliver boxes to Juniper Manor (July 31st and August 28th only) and take
cardboard bread flats and milk crates to the Shur Save after the distribution. We also need 2
people for the evening distribution 5:15 – 6:5 pm (great opportunity for a family to help). We are
currently serving 20-25 families at the evening distribution.
Our church must also be responsible for the Emergency Kitchen Cupboard for both July and
August. We need 3 or 4 people to check the Hot Line phone number daily for calls from clients
needing emergency food assistance (usually only one or two families per month). Instructions
are provided with the Hot Line log book.
There will be a sign-up sheet next to the coffee hour calendar, listing the various jobs that need to
be filled. The Food Pantry is currently serving 80-90 families per distribution and your help is
greatly needed. Please open your hearts and sign up for this worthwhile ministry. If you are
unable to volunteer to work, remember your donations are truly appreciated. If you can’t get to
church to sign up or have any questions, please call Peg Benham (287-6980) or Dot Manheim (387
-6028). So, mark your calendars for July 3rd, 17th, and 31st, and/or August 14th and 28th. Thank
you and God bless you for lending a helping hand!

Note: Prayer Chain Change for the Summer…
Submitted by Mary Jamison

Beginning June 1st through August 31st, 2017, Mary Barkman will be accepting requests for
the Prayer Chain. Mary Jamison who will be spending most of the summer at their cottage, has
decided not to take her computer down with her. Mary Barkman has graciously offered to take
on this ministry for those 3 months. Her email address is: grandmatim6@gmail.com ; and her
phone number is: 607-387-3039 (new land line) , her address is 16 Pease St., Apt. 107;
Trumansburg, NY 14886.
Mary J. is very grateful to Mary B. for being willing to continue this ministry for the summer. If
you're unable to make contact with Mary Barkman, please feel free to call Mary Jamison at 8695966 or 387-6474 - she can access either number - and she will see that your request is forwarded
to Mary Barkman ASAP.
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A Note from the Trustees…..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
The Spring barbecue and pie sale is now history, and we did well. The final profit for this
annual event is $1,309.10. It was a great day and the rain stayed away while the chickens
were on the pit and while the sales people were selling pies and chicken to hungry
customers. We had a fine turnout of workers, which makes for good times and many stories.
Thanks to everyone who came out to the barbecue, made pies, sold and cleaned up. And
thanks to Carl Benham for setting up the pit and to Peg and Carl for making the sauce.
Finally, thanks to everyone who purchased the results of all the work!

Which way do the legs go?
The fire is ready!
Racks are loaded
And looking good!

No Jerry, the Other Way!
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Pies sell FAST!

More from the Trustees

The brick work on the south wall of the church is progressing, but wet, windy weather has
slowed the process a bit. The brick workers have found some significant damage that was not
visible until they dug into the brick mortar. Many bricks are being replaced due to excessive
damage. John Hackett, the contractor is a stickler for matching the new bricks to the old ones.
The south wall job will cost $36,500. We have paid out $27,000 so far, with the balance due
when the job is done. Before work began on the south wall, we were shown damage
occurring on all of the pilasters (brick columns spaced along all exterior walls. The capstones
at the top of the pilasters have become very porous, and water is seeping down inside the
pilasters, casing damage to bricks and mortar.
The Trustees determined that work should be done now on all pilasters. That work will add
another $19,000 to the current cost, but would have cost more if we waited. The Finance
committee agreed and Church Council voted to go ahead with the repairs. We will finance
extra borrowed funds with Verizon monies, but we hope to minimize borrowing as much as
possible. We are looking carefully at all possible funding resources. All work should be
completed by early June if the weather cooperates.

Capstones to be repaired

Capstones repaired and covered

Lots of repairs to do here
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Fathers
by Marge Lener
Father’s Day is near,
We celebrate it every year
With ties, sox, or a bottle of wine
or other gifts given to remind
That our fathers deserve special treats
for making sure we get enough to eat,
For coaching our team, or cheering in the stands
Always trying to meet Fatherhood’s demands
And we should try and recognize this,
For it might be nicer for him to take
a nap, or just relax and fish
Do fathers ever get their wish?
Let’s be sure to let fathers know
How our love for them continues to grow
As they get weaker, but we get stronger
Helping dad might take a little longer
So let’s all rally around our own dad
For he’s the truest friend that can ever be had

June

Remainder of Services
while Jeff is Away
4th Communion Sunday (Rev John Kotun)
11th Ronda Ketcham
18th Mary Jamison
25th Joe Sibley

July
2nd Communion Sunday (Rev John Kotun)
9th Rich Flaville (Tentative. Feel free to volunteer)
16th Rev Bill Gottschalk-Fielding
23rd Marc Kaplan
30th Judi Eastburn
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From the Editor…
First of all, let me explain that in Jeff’s absence I decided to place a devotional type message
in place of the pastor’s message. This one is from a blog by Lisa Leonard. If you like it and
have some free time sometime, google her on the internet and you will see many stories
which she has written. She is a jewelry designer who writes a great blog. Since some of you
may not be computer savvy, here is the definition of a blog: a regularly updated website or
web page, typically one run by an individual or small group, that is written in an informal or
conversational style. I cannot take credit for finding this one, Meg Gaige sent me this story
some time ago as a possible filler for the newsletter which brings me to the request that at
any time, please feel free to share with me things you might want to see in the newsletter.
As I write this, I am looking ahead to my husband and I travelling out to Santa Fe to see our
kids/grandkids. I cannot wait, particularly to meet the newest member of our family, Ezra.
I’m so happy that I am now well enough to make this trip. Please be thinking about your
own possible vacation plans and whether you might write up a short story about your travels
for one of the next newsletters.
On Sunday, June 31, we recognized some of our many volunteers, these were people who
serve on committees, some of whom were stepping down from their committee, etc. (too
many to mention by name). Special recognitions were given to Dick Peterson for all his work
with the Trustees; Rich Flaville for his work as our Lay Leader and to Julie Messenger and
Eileen Collins for all their work as Treasurer and Financial Secretary. It was mentioned that
the Treasurer and Financial Secretary are paid positions in some churches. A special
recognition was also given out to Peg and Carl Benham on Mother’s Day for the many, many
tasks that they take care of. If you were not there to do so in person, thank these people
when you see them for all their hard work on behalf of our church.
Save the date of August 20 for the annual barn service at the Sutcliffe barn. It is always a
good time and there is no service at our church that Sunday.
The next newsletter will be our summer issue and will not come out until mid-July and will be
the July/August issue. Articles for that issue will be needed around the first week of July. So,
until next time, take care of yourselves, enjoy the warmer weather and sunshine……….
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