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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
General Conference 2016
or
“Dear Lord, please protect me from your followers.”
Every four years the United” Methodist Church General Conference meets.
Supposedly to make major decisions for our denomination and to modify
our book of rules, the Discipline.
I warn you at the beginning that I write out of great frustration and a pained
heart - reader beware.
I put “United” in quotes because it is obvious that we as a denomination are
NOT! To deny it would require a suspension of disbelief that I cannot
muster. The elephant in the room is our denominational stance on
homosexuality. This elephant has been growing for at least the last 30 years.
Our current Discipline states that “The practice of homosexuality is
incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing
homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or
appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” A United Methodist
pastor can be brought up on charges and potentially removed from ministry
for even blessing a same sex union.
I won’t go into the arguments for and against that here. What pains me
most is the division that has become vitriolic. I was ordained into a
denomination that is “a big tent”, allowing for great diversity in belief and
practice. That is the church that I love. John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism, said of doctrinal differences, “If your heart is as my heart, then
give me your hand.”
Diversity in belief and practice has been seen as not only acceptable, but
the way that God leads us to greater understanding.
For the last 12-16 years efforts have been made to allow different
congregations or Conferences to believe differently about the issue of
homosexuality. For the last 12-16 years these efforts have been defeated by
well organized right wing voting blocks.

At this General Conference, the elephant went rogue. There is open
discussion of splitting into two (or three) denominations. Instead of coming
to a decision, the GC has accepted a plan by the Council of Bishops to refer
the question to a special commission for consideration.
Pastor’s Message Cont’d on next page

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

Continued from Page One

At one level I am exasperated that this is again kicking the can down the road, but some
with more political insight than I suggest that it may be a small step of progress. For the
first time in our history there is serious talk of a Special General Conference to be called in
2018 or 2019 for the sole purpose of addressing our dis-unity over this issue. Those whose
crystal ball is clearer than mine see in this the real possibility of revising our structure so
that the Church in the U.S. (Which tends to be more “progressive”) has a different policy
than the rest of the Church (which tends to be more conservative).
Will the church be patient for another two to three years?
Will an amicable global split avoid a rancourous schism?
The next two to four years will be interesting and painful for those whose hearts are
drawn to the “United” Methodist Church which claim “OPEN hearts, OPEN minds, OPEN
doors”.
May god have mercy upon us.
I am reminded of the shortest verse in the Bible, John 11:35, “Jesus wept.”

2016 TAC Lakeside Services
Taughannock Falls State Park – North Point – Rt. 89
Sundays at 8:00 AM
Bring a lawn chair!
Sponsored by Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC)
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31
August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28
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Epiphany Episcopal
First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses
Mecklenburg UMC
TUMC
First Baptist
No Service — Cayuga Lake Triathlon
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Jacksonville UMC
Perry City Friends

Rev. Gurdon Brewster
Rev. Cheryl Peeples
Rev. Cheryl Hine
Rev. Jeff Losey
Rev. Dennis Christensen
Anthony Vaughan
Pastor Geri Judd
Perry City Friends

OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Flag Day, June 14, 2016
• Father’s Day, June 19, 2016
• Dad’s and Grads Celebration, June 19, 2016
• First day of summer, June 20, 2016
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2016 K4OT (Knitting For Our Troops) effort…
(drumroll, please…)
Submitted by Meg Gaige
We have a total of 132 helmet liners!! (Last year our total
was 88) and 44 boxes of Girl Scout cookies!
Some of our community knitters worked through last
summer & fall even before we started our winter
campaign, which definitely boosted our total. Many others
donated cash to purchase the 100% washable wool yarn.
I’m just so overwhelmed by the growing response to this
mission to let military personnel know that we support
their service and sacrifice. The addition of the GS cookies
this year is a delicious twist to our program and will
certainly be appreciated.

I connected recently with someone at the Bath VA
Hospital. She said they serve 10,000 outpatient veterans each year (a percentage are
homeless) and would love to have handmade warm caps & scarves available to set out for
them to help themselves to once the weather starts getting chilly. She also said the American
Legion Auxiliary in T-Burg is planning a dinner for the Vets from Bath late this summer or
early fall. We will plan to bring whatever quantity of the helmet liners that we don’t send out
to deployed military personnel this spring/summer to that event at the Legion & they will
take them back to the hospital.
Also--a woman from the Red Cross is helping us locate some deployed troops to send caps &
the Girl Scout cookies to very shortly.
For those knitters who plan on continuing this mission, now you can think about creating caps
AND scarves—a majority will go to men, but there will be some women we will provide for
too. So the restrictions on colors of yarn can be relaxed, however, I’d like to suggest that we
stick with the washable wool yarn. It’s so warm, and so soft! Let’s make a variety of scarf
sizes—not all long narrow ones. I’ll be designing a printed tag that we’ll stitch loosely into
each item that will thank these Vets for their service and ask God’s blessings on them.
To all the knitters, cookie & yarn purchasers--Thanks, everybody!!!

Any questions—contact me:
gaigemeg@gmail.com
387.6903
Editors Note: And a big thanks to Meg for spearheading this worthwhile mission!
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Campership News…
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham

The Alec Proskine Foundation offers camperships for youth who attend Christian summer camp.
After your youth attends camp, she writes a brief note of thanks to the Proskine family. She
collects notes from all campers and sends them to the Proskine Family. Sometime late fall, you
will receive a check to help pay for the cost of camp (usually about $200.00 per camper). Please
inform Ronda if you have a camper this summer. For more information contact Ronda at 3510341 or maymay56@twcny.rr.com.
Summer Camp on-line registration is now open!
Casowasco
http://www.casowasco.org/ - Open House, June 12,
from 2:00 – 7:00 PM.
Please register for the meal.
Aldersgate
http://www.aldersgateny.org/ - Open House, June 19,
from 2:00 – 7:00 PM.
Please register for BBQ.

IN MEMORY AND HONOR OF RON AND MARY JO MYERS
LET’S REMEMBER THEM
IN PRAISE, WORSHIP AND LOVE
JUNE 2016
A Bell’s not a bell ‘til you ring it –
A Song’s not a song ‘til you sing it –
The love in your heart wasn’t put there to stay,
Love isn’t love ‘til you give it away.
Oscar Hammerstein, II

Ron provided bells in memory of Mary Jo for us to ring in praise, and how he loved
hearing them being played. Let’s keep those bells ringing – come and join the bell choir!
And they both raised their voices in worship and to sing God’s praise, and how they
loved being part of the choir, and how we loved hearing their duets and Ron’s solos.. Let’s
keep those voices singing in God’s praise – come and join the vocal choir.
The love they had in their hearts didn’t just stay there, they shared that love with so
many of us, each and every one of us, and obviously with each other and their family. Keep
the love flowing and the sharing going!!

Submitted with love from Mary Jamison..
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Finance Letter...
You may have received or will be receiving soon (at this writing, am not sure when it will be
mailed) a special letter from the Finance Committee. Watch for it!
I thought it might be helpful to put an updated list of both the Finance Committee listing and
the list of Council members in case you wish to discuss with them any of the issues in the letter.
Below are those updated committee lists:

Finance Committee:
David Irish

Chair

Rev. Jeff Losey

Pastor

Sue Brower

Council Chair

Julie Messenger

Treasurer

Eileen Collins

Financial Secretary

Dick Peterson

Trustee Chair

Rich Flaville

Lay Leader

Charlie Dyke

Lay Member

Judi Eastburn

Member at Large

David Raymond

Member at Large

Steve Ketcham

Member at Large

Church Council:
TUMC Church Council (May 2016)
Council Chair

Sue Brower

Lay Member to Annual Conference

S/PPRC Chair

Peter Cooke

UMW Rep

TAC Reps

Carol Grove, Eileen Collins

Treasurer

Julie Messenger

Trustee Chair

Dick Peterson

Finance Chair

David Irish

Pastor
Lay Leader

Rev. Jeff Losey

Rich Flaville

Ronda
Ketcham

Voting Members at Large
Mary Barkman; Bill Grove;
Steve Huber; Nancy Irish;
Mary Jo Lovelace; Ellen Mitterer

Rich Flaville

Hand to Plow Oversight Members at Large (2): Charlie Dyke, J oe Sibley

Lay Servants
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Judi Eastburn; Rich Flaville; Mary Louise Gallagher; Ronda Ketcham;
Chris Kimball-Peterson (Sr. Lay Servant); Susan McCormick; and Pat Love

A Special Remembrance Corner…. Our “Queen” Esther
Submitted by Marge Lener
The dictionary contains more words than we will ever use,
but in beginning this tribute to Esther Northrup, I can only
think of two that describe her to a “tea” as an individual
and as a Christian – and they are Perfect Example. In our
church, and our community, Esther embodied the traits we
all wish we possessed – kindness, cooperation, leadership,
selflessness, tolerance – etc., etc., etc.! She was superinvolved in the New Year’s Day Dinner, the UMW Group,
the Pie Sales, as well as being the town Historian. She
received recognition for her efforts from the Trumansburg
Rotary Club, the Trumansburg Area Chamber of Commerce,
and from Heartmates. Her enthusiasm for church
endeavors was so high that you wanted to help her achieve
her goal – just couldn’t say “no” to a request from Esther –
she was always working harder than you already!
We don’t have a Mother Teresa in our church, but we had Esther Northup to quietly guide
us, by her Perfect Example, to be “doers of the word, and not hearers only” In the annals of
our church, she will be long remembered and in the annals of the Northup family lore, she
will never be forgotten.
The Bible tells us of Queen Esther, but we have our own Queen Esther who will reign in our
hearts forever.
We miss you, Esther! Love from all of us!
Editor’s note: I had the pleasure of working many times with Esther and one time in
particular she and I were talking about pies (Esther’s pies were always the very first ones
sold, in fact grabbed before the sale started). On this occasion, I told her how much I loved
her pies and that I was too lazy to make pies. A few days later I received a call from Esther
saying “Judi, I made pie today and I have one for you if you want to come and get it”.
Needless to say, I ran right over and from that time on I received many of those calls. That’s
the wonderfully kind person Esther was.
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Trustee Update
Submitted by Dick Peterson, for the Trustees
There is much good news to share this month:
The Verizon Agreement has been fully executed! At long last, we have received the fully
executed agreement from Verizon. This agreement authorizes Verizon to install cellular antennas
in our bell tower. There have been numerous delays in the process so far, but work will now
begin on the installation. It will take up to three months for the work to be completed, so you will
be seeing construction workers around the church for much of the summer. Jim Hershel, the
Verizon construction manager is coming to the church on Friday, May 20th to introduce us to the
Verizon workers who will be here through the process. During the installation process, many
improvements will be made that will benefit our church building. We have already benefitted
from a full environmental cleanup of our bell tower, and a new stairway in the tower. The old
stairway was built over 150 years ago and was a bit past its prime! We would have had to address
that at our expense at some point, and it could have cost us well over $70,000. We will now
begin receiving our monthly lease payment of $2,000. In five years the payment will increase to
$2,300, and in ten years it will increase to $2,645 per month.
The annual Spring Barbecue and Pie sale was a great success! The barbecue and pie sale held
on May 7th was a sellout. In past years, we have had difficulty selling out due to barbecue
competition in town. However, this year our competition decided to have their barbecues the
week before or the week after ours. It was a great day and we made a profit of more than
$1,200. Our dear friend, Ron Myers, was on the barbecue work force for many years. He was
watching over us that day and we have seldom had a better result. The fire was hot and stable
and the chicken cooked perfectly. See photos on our new web site!
Lawn mowing: As you all know, Ron Myers cared for our church lawn
over the past several years. Since his passing, Carl Benham has taken
care of the lawn in the meticulous fashion that Ron always expected.
But, we need to spare Carl from this work. A lawn mowing signup
sheet is hanging by the kitchen pass-through window. Please consider
signing up for a week or two of mowing. It takes about an hour and we
have a good lawnmower in the garage. So far, the sign-up sheet only
has two names. Thank you Peter Cooke and Mary Jamison.
Brick pointing and sealing: As you know, we need to continue repair work on the exterior brick
walls of the church. The south wall (parking lot side) is in the most need of repair. John Hackett,
who repaired our steeple and bell tower last fall has provided an estimate for the south wall
work. It includes all necessary brick replacement, brick pointing, mortar repairs in the foundation
stone, painting and sealing of the chimneys, and washing and sealing of the wall after work is
done. The cost will be $34,675 after a 5% discount he extends to churches. This work must be
done this year or the damage will continue to mount, increasing the cost to repair. The Trustees,
Finance Committee and the Church Council will be discussing how we can pay for this necessary
work.
As always, the Trustees thank the congregation for their caring and support.
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Editor’s Notes:
Seems I have lots to mention this month. First of all, we finally have a new Website!! You can
find our new website at http://www.Trumansburgumc.org. Please take the time to check it out and
please feel free to let me know things you would like to see up there! It is pretty much under
construction for now as I am putting up new things when I get time and I need information from some
of you to get wording on some of it. We will be posting photos up there from time to time and they
will mostly be group shots from events but please feel free to let me know if you absolutely do not
want your photo on the web. We will honor your request. I will not put full names on any photos, first
names only unless of course it is a staff page or some sort of informational thing where the whole
name may be needed for contact. It is my intention to keep this web site up-to-date with new
information as it happens but I do need your help in letting me know when you don’t see something
you think should be there, etc. This site may be the way younger people find us, along with our
Facebook Page, we are making strides in reaching out to our younger community as well as all ages.
Another thing, visits from us right now do up our status in the google search engine so when you visit
the site you may be helping others to find it also. I hope you enjoy our new site!
I again remind you this summer as you as doing your jams, jellies, pickles, etc., think about
doing one or two more and saving them for the bazaar. Also keep watch in your travels for any craft
ideas, etc. that our crafters could make, we are always looking for new ideas for things to sell.
Our next newsletter issue will be the combined summer (July/August) issue. I am thinking it will come
out sometime mid-late July. I will let everyone know when the deadline is established for articles, I am
leaving on vacation in mid-June to spend some time at the NC beach with my daughter, son-in-law and
two grandsons. We also plan to make a trip out to Santa Fe at some point over the summer/fall.
Would love to hear any vacation plans you may have and if you have an interesting vacation story,
please submit it to me for a future newsletter issue!
I leave you this time with I hope something to smile about.
Welcome Winchester Storm Morris (photo on the right), who arrived
on 5/18/16! Parents are Wyndie VanDerzee and Shaun Morris and
proud Grandmother is Susan McCormick. Congrats!
Until next time…………………….

Calling all Graduates!
Please notify the church office or Carol Grove (by June 5) if you
have an Elementary School student moving up to Middle School,
an 8th grader moving up to High School, or a Class of 2016 high
school or college graduate. We want to know if you are
graduating too! What about professional degrees? Is someone
in your family entering kindergarten this fall, Class of 2029? We
will be celebrating their accomplishments during worship on
June 19.
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Trumansburg United Methodist Church

Wedding

Sat

1
Bells 6:30pm

2 Wedding
rehearsal
Annual Conf.
Choir 7pm

3

4

Annual
Conference

Annual
Conference

5
9:00 Adult Studies
10:15 Worship
11:15 Coffee
Hour/Fellowship
7pm AA Group

6
Food Pantry

7
Last Disciple IV 911 am

8
Bells 6:30pm

9
Choir 7pm

10
UMW

11

12
9:00 Adult Studies
10:15 Worship
11:15 Coffee
Hour/Fellowship
7pm AA Group

13

14
Council 7PM

15
Bells 6:30pm

16
Choir 7pm

17

18

19 Father’s Day
9:00 Adult Studies
10:15 Worship
11:15 Coffee Hour/
Dads & Grads
7pm AA Group

20
Food Pantry

21
Trustees 7PM

22

23

24

25

26
9:00 Adult Studies
10:15 Worship
11:15 Coffee
Hour/Fellowship
7pm AA Group

27

Altar Guild
Rep: Ellen Mitterer
Alternate: Ronda Ketcham Alt.
28
Finance 7PM

29

30

Corner of South & Main Sts
Trumansburg, NY 14886

