
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                              Judi Eastburn

CENTERING OUR HEARTS IN SILENCE

CALL TO WORSHIP

Out of darkness came light;
And the power of God was revealed

in the running waves and the flowing air,
in the quiet earth and the shining stars.

Out of the dust came life;
And the image of God was revealed

in the human face and the gentle heart,
in the warmth of flesh and the death of soul.

Out of justice came freedom;
And the wisdom of God was revealed

in the need to grow and will to love,
in the dance to know and the power to choose.

And God looked at the creation, and behold,
It was very good. 
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SCRIPTURE READING  (unison)             Psalm 57                   

1Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; 
in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass by.

2I cry to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
3He will send from heaven and save me, he will put to shame those who trample on me. Selah 
God will send forth his steadfast love and his faithfulness.
4I lie down among lions that greedily devour human prey; 
their teeth are spears and arrows, their tongues sharp swords.
5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth.
6They set a net for my steps; my soul was bowed down. 
They dug a pit in my path, but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah
7My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast. I will sing and make melody.
8Awake, my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn.
9I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;

 I will sing praises to you among the nations.
10For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 

your faithfulness extends to the clouds.
11Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS & PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

SONG   “I Choose Love”                Lyndy Thompson & Mark A Miller
In the midst of pain, I choose love. 
In the midst of pain, I choose love. 
In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain, 
I await the sun again, I choose love. I choose love. 

In the midst of war, I choose peace. 
In the midst of war, I choose peace. 
In the midst of war, hate and anger keeping score, 
I will seek the good once more, 
I choose peace. I choose peace. 

When my world falls down, I will rise. 
When my world falls down, I will rise. 
When my world falls down, explanations can’t be found, 
I will climb to holy ground, I will rise. I will rise. 

MEDITATION                       “`Made for Times Like These”                                     Natalie Scholl
`
REFLECTION



OPENING OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER 

       Prayers of the People

  Response:    Light of the world, shine forth through us.

       Prayer of Jesus

Ground of all being,
Mother of life, Father of the universe,
Your name is sacred, beyond speaking.

May we know your presence,
may your longings be our longings in heart and in action.
May there be food for the human family today
and for the whole earth community.

Forgive us the falseness of what we have done
as we forgive those who are untrue to us.

Do not forsake us in our time of conflict
but lead us into new beginnings.
For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

HYMN             “The Gift of Love“ 	 	 	 UMH #	408	 


1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

2 Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be giv'n by love within, 
the profit soon turns strangely thin.

3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship and are freed.

BLESSING & GOING FORTH 
*    *    * 

“I Choose Love”— text by Lindy Johnson, composed by Mark A. Miller
“We Were Made For These Times," Clarissa Pinkola Estes
“Prayer of Jesus” by J Philip Newell
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