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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM in person and on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 AM in person and on 

Zoom 

July/August 2021 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Summer is upon us here on the edge of Cayuga Lake. Flares are being 
sold to celebrate Independence, children are begging for ice cream, and 
school buses are preparing for the quiet season. As vaccination rates 
increase, life is slowly shifting again. As I write this, we are even preparing 
to have Coffee Hour as a church for the first time since I began ministry at 
Trumansburg! 
 
It is strange to think that I am celebrating the completion of my first year 
of ministry in Trumansburg while still learning what people look like 
underneath their masks. I imagine that having a changing pastoral 
appointment in the middle of a pandemic has been a surreal experience 
for the church. I can attest that it has been quite odd on my end. 
 
As summer comes into full fruition, it is my prayer that we would be able 
to move forward as a church community. You will likely note that there 
are multiple “irons in the fire” this summer as we prepare for the fall and 
continue to press forward to offer personal spiritual growth opportunities 
during the sunny season. 
 
As has been the new normal, the church appreciates your patience as we 
continue to flex and flow with the ongoing realities of this shared season 
of our global life. With God’s blessing, there will be no further restrictions 
due to variants and shifts in the ongoing global pandemic. With God’s 
blessing, we will do what we must, should the need arise for further 
flexibility.  
 
In the meantime, we invite you to go further in your faith this summer. 
While there has historically been a shift to a quietness during the summer 
months, please note that there will continue to be opportunities for 
growth that you can partake in from your home, on the road, or even in 
your spare time while waiting for the afternoon heat to break. We invite 
you to keep up to date through the eNews and by checking our church 
website for ongoing opportunities this summer! 
 

Blessings, 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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Notice From Pastor Rob about new study... 
 

“What is the gospel of Jesus Christ? How is this gospel best shared with those who need it?” 
These words are at the very beginning of the Introduction to Bishop Scott Jones’ “The 
Evangelistic Love of God & Neighbor: A Theology of Witness & Discipleship.” Despite outward 
appearances, these are not simple questions to answer. Bishop Jones’ work was first 
published by Abingdon Press in 2003, which was the year before Bishop Jones was elected to 
the episcopacy of the United Methodist Church. 
 

In 2021, 18 years after the publication of this work, I was granted permission by Abingdon 
Press to create a study for our congregation that would consist of three parts: a YouTube 
study that would address a subject addressed by a chapter each week, a study session to talk 
about the content of each chapter each week, and to encourage the church to read through 
the book by pulling out an additional subject to coincide with the thrust of Sunday’s sermon 
each week of the subject. Empowered to proceed (with the caveat of aiming to use less than 
300 words of Bishop Jones’ work in each YouTube video), we are going to be looking at 
Bishop Jones’ book starting in late July!  
 

The intention of this study is to fulfill a few purposes. First, as a minister I often view the 
Sunday morning church service as the place where we gather to worship as believers and 
provide an entry point to the life of the church for outsiders. As a result of my belief in the 
importance of having a place for outreach within the church service, people will rarely catch 
me delving into the more complex aspects of our faith on Sunday morning during the sermon. 
By dividing the study as proposed, we have an opportunity to select conversations which are 
understandable across the spectrum while encouraging engagement with the other two 
studies. 
 

Second, I rely on the formation of Small Groups like Sunday School classes and study groups 
to enable conversations on deeper and more complicated subjects. The YouTube study will 
allow for a conversation with another subject from the book which connects to the themes 
from the chapter and from Sunday morning. In many ways, the YouTube study is a way to 
engage people who wish to go deeper without feeling comfortable with a conversation that 
goes deep across the subject. The plan is to have other people join in the conversation on 
YouTube to help widen perspectives shared. 
 

Third, the conversation on Zoom enables us to engage in a ministry that has been lacking 
during the time of the pandemic. By having a forum for deep conversation, we can help 
people who want to have a conversation in depth on this subject. I imagine such 
conversations have the potential to help grow Lay Servants, engage retired clergy in a 
community of conversation where their talents can be used, and even provide a place of 
fellowship for individuals outside of those groups who truly rejoice in rigorous conversation. I 
dream of a world where these conversations can help to connect our retired ministry friends 
with the ministry of lay servants and connect our lay servants with potential mentors, allies, 
and resources as they go about their ministry. As this is a book written by a scholar, these 
conversations will likely require reading the chapter in advance! 

Continued on Page 3... 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Special dates 
• Canada Day, July 1, 2021 
• U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2021 

 
The schedule will be: 
 

Thursdays: YouTube Study Releases 
Saturdays:  7:30 pm Conversation Group on Zoom 
Sunday:   Sermon based on a theme found in Bishop Jones’ Book 
 

Th, July 29: “Incarnation: The Sending of the Son” on YouTube 
Sa, July 31:  Discussing Chapter One: “What is Evangelism?” on Zoom 
Su, Aug 1:   “Finding the Starting Point” 
 

Th, Aug 5:   “Love as a Response to the Reign of God” on YouTube 
Sa, Aug 7:    Discussing Chapter Two: “Humanity’s Evangelistic Love of 
          God & Neighbor” on Zoom 
Su. Aug 8:   “Mission and Hospitality” 
 

Th, Aug 12: “Cognitive Commitments” on YouTube 
Sa, Aug 14:  Discussing Chapter Three: “The Logic of Evangelism” 
Su, Aug 15:  “Formation” 
 

Th, Aug 19:  “Set of Loving, Intentional Activities Governed by the Goal” 
Sa, Aug 21:  Discussing Chapter Four: “Evangelism as Initiation into Christian Discipleship” 
Su, Aug 22:  “Evangelism as Process or Product?” 
 

Th, Aug 26: “The New Understanding of Enculturation” on YouTube 
Sa, Aug 28:  Discussing Chapter Five: “Evangelism as Necessarily Enculturated” 
Su, Aug 29: “Starting where a person is” 
 

Th, Sept 2: “Evangelism Avoids Proselytism” 
Sa, Sept 4:   Discussing Chapter Six: “Evangelism and Ecclesiology” 
Su, Sept 5:  “The Church as a Means of Grace” 
 

Th, Sept 9:  “The Supremacy of Love as Motivation, Goal, and Method” 
Sa, Sept 11: Discussing Chapter Seven: “Evangelism and Persons from Other Religions”  
Su, Sept 12: “Evangelizing Jews?” 

...Continued From Page 2 
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Cancer Care Ministry… 
Submitted by Dennis Christiansen, First Baptist Church 
 

 
The First Baptist Church is starting a new program called "Our Journey of Hope Cancer Care 
Ministry." The folks running this program are reaching out to the community to serve a need 
and to be the good neighbor church that we want to be in Jesus Christ. The leaders include 
three from the First Baptist Church and three from the community. They come from various 
backgrounds including two RNs, an ordained minister, a cancer survivor.  

 

We all know someone who is suffering from cancer. They have caregivers and experts from 
many different disciplines. But who is caring for their spiritual needs? Who is taking the time 
to really listen to them without judging? Who encourages them? Who is giving them hope 
when fear and anxiety rule the day? Who listens to their deepest concerns? Who is there to 
listen when friends no longer visit? When family no longer know what to say? 
 
First Baptist Church is proud to introduce a Cancer Treatment Centers of America program 
called Our Journey of Hope. The program offers support and ministry to men, women and 
families fighting cancer. 
 
If you, a loved one, or someone you know would benefit from a ministry of hope and 
encouragement as you or they face the specter of cancer, please email or text Pastor Dennis 
Christiansen (dennischristiansen@htva.net; 607-857-8940); or email or call First Baptist 
Church (tburgbaptist@ottcmail.com; 387-7705). We will give you more detailed information 
about this ministry. 
 
Cancer impacts the patient and the family. This program is designed to meet the special, 
spiritual needs of those experiencing cancer and to let them know that God is with them. 
 
The training provides leaders with an in-depth look at the cancer experience and helps them 
develop the means to build a cancer care ministry of listening, encouragement, and hope. 
OJOH caregivers are trained to be a helpful presence on the cancer journey; to help the 
cancer patient make their journey a Journey of Hope. 
 
Our Journey of Hope Cancer Care Ministry is available to anyone in the community. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Our own Cheryl Hine (chine@twcny.rr.com) has taken most of this training so 

feel free to contact her if you feel more comfortable talking to someone in our own 

congregation.    
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Mission and Outreach Update... 

Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 
35 Blessing Bags are packed and available in the rear of the sanctuary. Please take one or two 
to give to a person in need. 
 
Because of your generosity, we are blessing our local Pediatric Cancer organization with 
$1,000.00 to help individual families with expenses for a child receiving cancer treatments. 
 
We are sponsoring a child (Danna Michelle Irias Mendoza) through Border Buddies out of 
Elmira, NY.   She is in seventh grade, and she is twelve years old. She attends 21 Octubre High 
School (Honduras), this is one of many schools that with the help of God and short term 
missioners have come to help us to rebuild it. Danna lives with her mother Marilu. Danna's 
dream is to someday become a teacher. Her favorite color is pink and her favorite food is 
Arroz con Pollo, a traditional Honduras dish.    

 
You can read much more about this project on our website.   TUMC Website > Info Center >  
Border Buddies Ministries | Mission & Outreach | Danna Michelle Irias Mendoza.   
 
Mission & Outreach encourages you to correspond with Danna 
yourself or maybe even sponsor you own child. Mary Louise Gallagher 
is the Mission & Outreach contact person with Border Buddies, and 
she can answer your questions about this fun project!  Cheryl Hine 
also has experience working with Border Buddies, and she'd love to 
tell you more about it.  

Note From the Editor… 
 

 It’s so good seeing many of your faces in church and I hope to see more and more of you as 
time goes by.  This  Sunday will be our first coffee hour in a LONG time.  It is much needed!  
We will be keeping them simple with items that can be taken one at a time and some coffee 
and cold drinks.   
 My husband and I recently traveled 5,100 + miles to see our family.  It was just a marvelous 
trip!!  There were so many hugs and they were so needed by all of us!!   
 In our last newsletter, the April issue, there were some child photos.  Everyone guessed the 
first and third pictures were Chris Kimball-Peterson but only one that I know of guessed the 
middle photo.  I threw in the middle a photo of myself at about age 3 or 4.   
 The next newsletter will be the September issue.  I just want to say again, so many of you 
are doing so many things to keep our church going, we appreciate you all!  We are family!  
 May you all enjoy your summer, the weather so far has been pretty awesome most of the 
time.  Until next time……………  

            

http://trumansburgumc.org/border_buddies_ministries__mission__outreach__danna_michelle_irias_mendoza
http://trumansburgumc.org/border_buddies_ministries__mission__outreach__danna_michelle_irias_mendoza
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Camp Casowasco News… 
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 

UM Camp Casowasco is celebrating 75 years of ministry this summer. Congratulations! Many 
have fond memories of time spent at camp as youth, at family camp or of their children’s and 
grandchildren’s time at camp. Just thinking of campfires, singing, ‘fobfob’ time, chapel, 
s’mores and more makes me feel closer to God. How about you? 
 

In honor of this anniversary Casowasco hopes to raise $75,000. All gifts will help Casowasco 
stay financially healthy and ready to provide fabulous ministry opportunities for all. If you can 
give, it would be a wonderful way to honor a loved one or your memories. Let’s give 
generously to help them reach their goal. 
 

Please give either online at www.casowasco.org  
 

Or mail a check to- 

Casowasco Camp & Retreat Center 
158 Casowasco Dr. 
Moravia, NY 13118 
 

Note:  Camperships are available toward one week of Christian camp for youth. Funds are 
awarded after camp. Contact Ronda Ketcham at 607-351-0341 for more information. 

Mary’s Garden News… 
Submitted by Pat Love and Paula Austic 
 

As you can see, walking in the back door (whoops…that means 
you might have missed it w/ the pandemic rules @ using front 
door), our garden is blooming!!  Go ahead & walk back &” take a gander”. A variety of flowers 
abound.  (If you want to identify kinds, ask Paula A, as she is the botanist). 
 

We have tied to sustain what has been flourishing & are pulling out the dead and redundant 
varieties. I like the color and greenery; it feels calming & refreshing at the same time! 
We do however have a need & request.  Our wonderful friend-Ron Myers, 
cared for the little church w/ perhaps Carl Benham’s help. But neither is with 
us any longer -probably tending God’s gardens in heaven. We need for 
someone to take the little brown church, repair & repaint & then return to 
the garden for future generations to enjoy.  
 

If this is a job you can do & find joy in giving, please consider this donation of 
your time & talent.  Our church family is so good about sharing their talents 
and we’re asking you to join in this caring act.  Please let us know if you can 
help.   Contact either Pat (387-5980) and/or Paula. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001psf4m4DvSMyJYhpBSrh5OFiT1rQETb2TBBlh68UBd6NGxpxnVrxm7HE5-he80tU814IzcJ8QJS5v4NMISorXVDLbHCnZ8p10ahxxkf_WVGAu7Pv8LsJPkMOL2vlLC6JiC_xqqHw7g1ghGjWWste2DQ==&c=Uzbe4KouMjLeOSUUVTNgtuyiY9-esx_j8dA-GE-tV7vmthkm5thDIA==&ch=e4_rUXV61m2T
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Congratulations Graduates… 
 

Elly Zifchock is graduating from the Charles O. Dickerson High School, Trumansburg. She 
plans to attend Marymount Manhattan College in New York City as a Communication Arts 
major, minoring in Acting. Elly is the granddaughter of Pat Love and Jim Zifchock. 
 
Harold Freeman will graduate high school from The Woodhall School in Bethlehem, CT, on 
June 5. He has enlisted in the U.S. Navy and will report for duty 8/31/2021. Harold is the 
grandson of Mary Alice and Max Freeman. 
 
Ryan Mitchell graduated from Ithaca College School of Music with a Bachelor's degree in 

Music on May 23. His classes have been remote since Spring of 2020, and Ryan has been liv-

ing in Wisconsin. IC held a virtual graduation, so no cap and gown. Ryan will enjoy some trav-

el time this summer, while he makes plans for his future. Ryan is the son of Patti Merilahti 

and Jack Mitchell, Jr. and the grandson of Sylvia and Jack Mitchell. 

 
 

Elly  

 

  

Harold 

 

Ryan 

Retirees (local) (they covered both last  
year and this year due to pandemic): 
 

Jeff Losey (from last  year) 

Pam Carey 

David Hayes (Robin Wernham’s husband) 

Kate Merriman 

New assignments: 
 

Becky Sweet, Ithaca 

Brook Newell, Reynoldsville 

Robin Wernham, Dryden 

Susan Wissick, Mecklenburg 

Retired ministers and new appointments in our area announced at Upper NY Annual 

Conference…   Congratulations to all!!  
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A note from the Trustees….. 

Submitted by Dick Peterson,  Chair 
 
 There are many things to talk about from the Trustees.  First and foremost, we thank Cal 
Organ for another beautiful job for the church.  Cal remodeled the small bathroom.  He put in a 
new floor, a new sink and vanity and a chair height toilet.  The door has been restored and now 
closes and locks with lever style handle.  Please make sure you take a look and thank Cal when 
you see him.  Cal’s son Mike also helped complete the installation.  Thank you both. 
 We sadly remember former Trustee Carl Benham.  He did so much work for the church as a 
Trustee, food pantry volunteer, and as our garbage handler for many years.  He  was always 
first on the scene for chicken barbecues, and he always assembled the barbecue pit before 
anyone could get there to help him.  He also did a lot of tree trimming along South Street 
whenever it was needed. His smile, sense of humor, and his eagerness to help will be greatly 
missed. 
 We also mourn Steve Huber.  Steve was a current trustee and he was always ready to help 
with any project.  He kept track of sidewalk issues along Main Street and put in concrete 
whenever cracks and separations became a tripping hazard.  He also installed a new, higher 
handrail going down the rear entrance steps.  The old handrail was too low and hard to use.  
Steve was a warm-hearted man who cared about all people. 
 We have some upcoming projects during the summer.  The family room carpeting at the 
parsonage is in bad shape and sections pull up whenever it is vacuumed.  
We plan to replace it with a wood laminate floor and an area carpet that 
can be easily replaced.  The utility room concrete floor has never been 
sealed.  Bill Grove is donating a can of sealant and Pastor Rob will do the 
sealing in his “spare” time.  We also plan to replace the very old 
commercial window air conditioner in the parsonage with two smaller 
high efficiency units.  Energy savings will be significant since the old unit 
is very inefficient. 
 The new lock set for the kitchen entrance door finally came in and Ace 
Security installed it.  The same key fits and it works fine.  We are sorry for 
the inconvenience. 
 We will try our best to cool the sanctuary down before Sunday 
services.  We think we can keep it reasonably comfortable during the 
warmest weather.   
 We hope to schedule cleaning and repairs for the pipe organ this 
summer.  Parson’s Organ in Rochester are sending a quote.  The cleaning 
is a top priority because we have “one of the dirtiest” organs they 
service.  It will take one to two weeks to do the cleaning.   
 Finally, we plan to have a Chicken Barbecue and pie sale on 
September 25th.  Our May Barbecue and pie sale was a great success 
and we hope to do as well in the fall.  Please mark the date and plan to buy chicken and pie.  
We always welcome extra help and it is always a good time. 
 The Trustees  will not have a regular meeting until September.  However, we will be ready to 
act on any issue that arises in the meantime. 

Our friendly mower guy, 
Jack Mitchell, Alex was 
off-duty on this day.  
Thank you!   
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We are now worshipping in the sanctuary.  Vaccinated people are not 
required to wear masks, unvaccinated are required to wear masks.  The 
service will also continue to be available on Zoom for those not able to attend.  
To join Zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the 
front page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Feeling down?  Need a lift?  Need to hear a friendly 
voice?     Call the Good Word, (607) 387-8202  

Altar Guild Reps.  July:  Monica Pritchard 
                                August:  Deborah Pfautsch  

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

