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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM on Zoom 

January/February 2022 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

Dear friends,  
 

A  new year has dawned upon us as a community and that year 
is marked by the number two. If you don’t believe me, this is 

the year when there will be a moment, a week, and a day after 
Valentines at just after 10:22 PM, when the military time will be 
22:22:22 of 2/22/2022. There are a lot of twos going around this 
year. 
 
I focus on the relevance of the number two because two has always 
been an important number in the religious life of Christianity. 
Matthew 18:20 teaches us that Jesus is among us whenever two or 
more gather in the name of Christ. Whenever we gather as a 
community to pray, to study, to read scripture, or to be together in 
a holy space of  community, Jesus is there with us. Technically you 
could argue that since Jesus is with us when we gather together, it 
appears that the minimum number of people who gather to 
worship  is three: two people and Christ with them. 
 
Friends, it is my hope and prayer that God will bless us throughout 
this new year. As the year begins, we are socially distancing in 
worship again, but let us be absolutely clear that we believe Jesus is 
with us through these moments. Whenever we gather digitally, God 
is with us. Whenever we pray with our neighbor over the phone, 
God is with us. Whenever we meet at the gas station, God is with 
us.  
 
I encourage everyone to enter this new year with hope. 2022 will 
likely be another interesting year, but we can make it through 
together. I pray that the Holy Spirit guides us all throughout this 
year.  
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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MLK Celebration Postponed... 
Submitted by Pastor Rob... 

 
“The people of faith called United Methodist have not mobilized nor been pro-active enough.  

While there have been pronouncements, calls to prayer, moments of silence, 
and candlelight vigils,  

we have not moved from rhetoric to action.”  
“Call to Action to the NEJ and the NEJ College of Bishops, 2016” 

 
On Monday, January 17, 2022, the roads were covered with snow, but there were less people 
on the roads than usual. The third Monday of the year is set aside in our nation to honor the 
life of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Rev. Dr. King was a proponent of a future where all 
people were free from the bondage and oppression of racist fetters and blinders.  Rev. Dr. King 
inspired, taught, preached, and shared a dream of prosperity and equity with a national and 
international audience. 
 
On this holiday weekend, it was the hope of many leaders within our greater church and 
secular community to have a time for reflection, growth, and education. Unfortunately, 
concerns about the pandemic led to that event being postponed. At the moment, the goal is to 
have a celebration at the beginning of April, but there are no guarantees that different or 
renewed challenges may not rise up between now and April. 
 
What do we do between now and then? In the Call to Action quoted above, the concern is laid 
bare before all of us. Will one more pronouncement move us to action? Will one more call to 
prayer or one more moment of silence be enough to move us from talking about these issues 
to working through these issues with more than our words? 
 
I want to invite all of us to commit to supporting this effort either in April or when the time 
comes in the months following. I invite you to mark your calendars for April 3rd from 2-4 PM, 
but I also invite you to consider coming to that event with questions like: “What can I do to 
help?” “How can I be a part of this conversation going 
forward?” “What can I do to help next time?” "How can I 
listen to people with different experiences?" "How can I 
listen and learn more?" 
 
The journey going forward will be a long journey, but we 
can work to help create a future that one day finds justice. 
Rev. Dr. King already taught that the arc of history already 
bends towards justice. Let’s be the kind of people that 
seek to do more than bend: let’s choose to lean into the 
dream. 
 

Continued on Page Two... 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Special dates 
 
• African American History Month 
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2022 

• Presidents Day, February 21, 2022 
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 27, 2022 

 
Joining the Conversation: An Interactive Celebration of Martin Luther King Jr." 
 
When: Sunday, 04-03-2022, from 2-4pm 
 
Where: Trumansburg Conservatory of Fine Arts, 1 Congress St., Trumansburg, NY 
 
What: The public is invited to celebrate Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy of nonviolence 
through hands-on education, art, writing activities, and discussion for people of all ages. 
Featuring open mic readings of Martin Luther King Jr’s speeches. 
 
Who: The public is invited to attend. Free event. Kids welcome. 
 
Note: Masks are required at this event to prevent the spread of Covid-19 

...Continued from Page 2 

Report from UMW Rada Cutlery Sales...  
Submitted by Shirley Boyes through Judi Eastburn 
 
Shirley Boyes called to ask me to thank everyone who bought cutlery this holiday time from 
the UMW group.  She said they did really well!  They make a pretty decent profit on each sale 
and although I was unable to get the final figure at this time, it was profitable and Shirley said 
it was so nice just having that to do and hearing from people.  Hopefully some time soon we 
can get an active UMW going again!   
 
And if you ever are in need of the cutlery from Rada, please give Shirley a call as she has some 
on hand, and can order and receive those fairly quickly, so please keep that in mind.   
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 A Note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 
 
As President of the Trustees, I am gratified by the devotion the Trustees have toward the 
care of our church properties.  The Trustees include Cal Organ, Peg Benham, Bill Grove, Joe 
Sibley, Eric Hallman, Trudy VanOstrand and Jim Zifchock.  They have served well this past 
year and have helped guide the congregation through issues involving the care of our 
facilities.  We were saddened by the death of Steve Huber, a dedicated Trustee who passed 
away this year. The Trustees have four subcommittees that oversee key areas of 
responsibility:  Parsonage, Church Interior, Church Exterior and Property, and Church Lighting 
and Mechanicals. 
 
Compared to recent years when we embarked on major exterior repairs to the church and 
the parsonage, 2021 has been a good year with minimal repair needs.  We did have an issue 
with the stairway structure leading to the basement. The structure had begun shifting away 
from the church building, causing a gap that let water in. Our brick repair contractor, John 
Hackett made the necessary repairs and put new shingles on the stairway roof. 
 
We decided that the small restroom was in need of updates.  Our Trustee remodeler, Cal 
Organ, did a wonderful job putting in a new floor, new fixtures and fresh paint.  It looks 
wonderful and is fully handicap accessible except for wheelchair-bound individuals. The 
space is too small for wheelchairs to enter. We can’t thank Cal enough for his hard work and 
his exceptional knowledge of carpentry work. 
 
We are fortunate to have the volunteer services of Jack Mitchell and his son, Alex.  They have 
been mowing the church property for the past several years. They keep the lawn looking nice 
and they do it as a service to the church. We thank them for their service and their devotion 
to this church. 
 
While mowing the lawn one day, Jack Mitchell found three pieces of slate on the South 
Street side lawn. The slate had come off the steeple. We asked our brick/slate repair 
contractor to take a look. He said everything looks okay, and he will go up and examine the 
steeple thoroughly in the Spring. We will keep close tabs on this to ensure everyone’s safety. 
We have just completed our annual boiler inspection and our fire inspection. We have no fire 
or accessibility issues and our boilers have no problems. Our boiler system was installed 
about 10 years ago and the system is state-of-the-art technology. We have just completed 
the annual accessibility survey for the church building, and we meet nearly all of the federal  
requirements as outlined in the Americans with Disabilities Act. That is no small feat for a 
church built in 1857. 

Continued on page 5... 
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Feeling down?  Need a lift?  Need to hear a friendly 
voice?     Call the Good Word, (607) 387-8202  

 
A major expense for 2022 will be the cleaning and repair of the church organ.  The work has 
started with the removal of two of the largest pipes, which are being rebuilt in Erie, PA.  The 
rest of the work will be completed by Parsons Organ Builders located in Canandaigua.  The 
total cost of this effort is about $43,000, but this very old but wonderful organ is worth the 
effort.  Francine is excited about this major refurbishing of the organ.   The cost of this effort 
will be paid from funds bequested to the church by Betty McKnight.  She had a special 
appreciation of our organ.   
 
We are also thankful for the ongoing work by Kelly Brower as he works with Calf Audio to 
complete the installation of our technology advances.  In this time of COVID limitations on in-
person services, the new technology is doing much to enhance our church services and our 
committee meetings. 
 
The Trustees are a wonderful group who take their responsibilities very seriously. They take 
on numerous tasks during the year, and they strive to keep our wonderful church building safe 
and inviting. I can’t imagine a better group to work with. We are also pleased with the ongoing 
support of our congregation and our Pastor, Rob Dean. 

...Continued from page 4 

Capital Campaign Wrap… 
Submitted by Judi Eastburn 
 
As most of you know, our Capital Campaign for the repair of the bricks and our beautiful 

stained-glass windows was to run for 3 years (2019-2021).  We closed out the account at the 

end of 2021.  Our goal was to raise a total of $300,000 with $125,000 coming from the Burn’s 

money, leaving $175,000 to be raised in pledges.  We had a total amount pledged of 

$178,700 and we took in 173,980.  We knew we would not get 100%, times and budgets 

change over a 3-year period, and particularly when people either lose a spouse or other 

factors change a household income.  As it stands, some of our expenses came in just a bit 

under what we anticipated so the Campaign ended up covering all the expenses!   Great job 

by our wonderful, caring congregation.   

I will be working with Sue Brower on putting together a framed piece with the names of all 

who gave and the memorials/in honor of that some designated.  We hope to hang that 

somewhere in the fellowship hall.   
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Trumansburg Food Pantry 

Distribution Hours: 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM; 5:15-6:00 PM 

February 7 and February 21 
March 7 and March 21 

 
The Trumansburg Food Pantry is sponsored by the 
Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) and staffed mainly by 
church volunteers rotating throughout the year. It's the TUMC's turn to find volunteers for 
February and March. It would help if we could figure out what we can offer before making 
assignments. For example, do you have a truck or a large car and would be able to pick up 
food items at ShurSave one or more of those mornings? Could you take our recycling to the 
ShurSave after each Pantry? We generate a lot of cardboard! Are you available to help set 
up, distribute, and/or take down on Pantry day?  
 
We have some "regulars," but it's super-important to offer as many TUMC volunteers as 
possible. 
 
To find a list of positions and how many are needed in each area, go to our web site 
(Trumansburgumc.org):  and click on infocenter/Food Pantry News and Notes/Instructions - 
Church Volunteers or contact Carol Grove (carolgrove6115@gmail.com).   Watch your e-
news for a signup sheet!   
 
The mission of the Trumansburg Food Pantry is to distribute free food to people who are 
struggling to provide food for themselves or their families and to offer personal and 
household items when we are able.  The only requirement for anyone in need of assistance is 
that they live in the Town of Ulysses or within the Trumansburg Central School District.  

From the Choir Loft... 
 

H appy new year to all. A special thank you to all who participated in our lovely little 
choir (while it lasted). I hope that we may be able to meet again soon.  Nothing is 

really new at this point except that we are trying to put the bell choir together for Easter.  To 
all of our great "ringers," we will be in touch.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions 
as to song ideas you may wish to pursue for Easter.   
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TUMC Mission and Outreach News and Notes... 
 
Meetings for early 2022 are at 6pm at TUMC as follows: 
 
January, 12; February 16th; March 14th 
 
Our ministry continues with notes, cards, phone calls, providing food, transportation and 
visits to many, mostly within our congregation. When we know of needs outside of our 
congregation, we can also follow up on them, as desired. Please contact any of us or leave a 
message on the church office phone which is (607) 387-9024.  
 
In mid-November, we blessed Second Wind Cottages with both a Box of 
Sox (about 150 pairs-all new, men’s) and goodie bags (cookies, candy and 
McDonald's gift card). We really appreciate the generous donations from 
the congregation. There are many warm and dry feet in Ithaca because of 
you all! If you are interested in doing more of this kind of work, let us 
know! 
 
We will continue to sponsor Danna, our student with Border Buddies in 
Honduras, for 2022. Our financial support provides many school supplies including calculator, 
paper, pens, books, backpack and more. Danna is a good student. Please pray that she 
continues to be healthy and well cared for so that she can study and learn well. Pray that she 
will grow into a godly young lady. Thank you. 
 
About 6 times a year, we bring food from our own home pantries to our meetings. Then, we 
gather all the items together and bring them to Second Wind Cottages community room for 
their food pantry. It's really exciting to see the amount of food we can compile with just 7 or 8 
of us raiding our pantries. One month we filled the trunk of Mary Louise's car!  It's a 
wonderful example of how God works in our lives to help us to be more generous. 
 
Our assignment for the February 16th meeting is to pray. Yes, we are praying asking God how 
he wants to use us for a mission trip in the future; perhaps a year or two from now. If you 
have interest in missions, pray along with us that God will show us his will in this. Pastor Rob 
will attend our February meeting and bring more information. You can attend, too! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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An Update from the Finance Committee… 
Submitted by Judi Eastburn, Temporary Chair 
 
The finance committee wishes you a Happy New Year. We are “thrilled” 
to report that the stewardship campaign was very successful. 
 
Due to the generosity of 38 pledging units, we have an anticipated 
income of $84,296 for the coming year. Of course, we will also receive donations from many 
others who regularly contribute to the church as well as having the income from the Verizon 
project and, if this year gets somewhat back to normal, hopefully we will be able to do some 
fundraisers.  At this point we are anticipating a good outcome for our budget for 2022.  We are 
a blessed church and it is due to your generosity.   
 
At this writing, Julie Messenger is on a much deserved vacation so I am unable to give a fair 
report on how our 2021 budget ended up but I believe we were doing okay.   
 
And speaking of your generosity, we took in a total of $2,395.00 on our virtual bazaar!   
 
Now that we have gone virtual for a few weeks again, feel free to mail in your contributions to 
the church office (P.O. Box 628, Trumansburg, NY  14886), or if you happen to be in the 
building, place them in the Financial Secretary’s box.   

Lenten Study… 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2, 2022. In the year before I began 
ministry in Trumansburg, I self-published a devotional for the season of 
Lent called "The Path of the Beatitudes." In truth, the pandemic kept 
this book from being fully utilized within the congregation I was serving 
at that time. I learned many lessons while writing that devotional 
(including the value of having an editor who would catch spelling errors 
and misquotations of scripture).  
 

Looking back after two years, I still stand in awe of the great investment of time and energy 
that went into the task of writing an entire book. This Lent, you are invited to go deeper into 
the Beatitudes as we travel through the season of Lent. Copies of the devotional are available 
for a good-will donation towards to the United Methodist Women in the church and the book 
is still available on Amazon on kindle (and in print, although the copies in the church have 
already been purchased). 
 

The book is very reflective in nature with many opportunities for personal reflection and 
growth. As the season draws nearer, we will have a conversation about whether to have a 
discussion group before church, after church, or another time throughout the week.  
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Poem for Our Grief 

Written by Pastor Rob Dean 

 

Go deeper into the Light  
when you are scared of tomorrow,  

and when nothing seems to turn out right,  
trust the Keeper of both day and night.  

When your heart is full of sorrow,  
go deeper into the Light.  

Choose trust when all seems amiss.  
When it all seems to have gone wrong  
the easy choice would be to just hide.  

The Spirit waits for us to confide  
and listens to our hearts' sad song.  
Choose trust when all seems amiss.  
Reach out and take a friend's hand  

when it is easy to just cry  
and bury your heart in your grief or fear.  

Dear friend, you and your life are too dear  
to wander lonely paths and sigh: 

Reach out and take a friend’s hand. 

Notes from the Editor… 

 
Happy 2022 to all!  Hard to believe we are still in this pandemic!  Hoping and praying this year 
will be the year when we can get back toward normal (whatever that is now).  It’s been a 
rough time for many of us.  By now you have probably all heard about my little swan dive at 
the podium last Sunday.  I am fine, really!  I believe some stress just got to me but I thank all 
of you for your kind words, your emails, your phone calls, your texts.  It is so nice to know 
how much you all care, and I love each of you!  Until next time, I will leave you with the poem 
below, written by Pastor Rob for one of our recent services.  So many of us loved it, so I had 
asked Rob’s permission to print it for all to enjoy in our newsletter.  I believe an excellent 
ending piece for this issue of our newsletter!   
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In an abundance of caution, we are back to worshipping on Zoom only until 
further notice.  To join Zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click 
the link on the front page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Altar Guild Rep.  February:  Sylvia Mitchell  

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

