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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM on Zoom 

January/February 2021 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

Politician Robert Kennedy shared a quote in a 1966 speech that was both 
inaccurate and thought-provoking. It was an inaccurate quote because the 
curse it references does not exist in Chinese culture. Still, Kennedy said: 
 

“There is a Chinese curse which says ‘May he live in interesting 
times.’ Like it or not, we live in interesting times. They are times of 
danger and uncertainty; but they are also the most creative of any 
time in the history of mankind.” 

 

We do live in interesting times and there are days when it can feel more 
like a curse than a blessing. As we enter into February, we are approaching 
the season of Lent. It seems like it has only been a moment since 
everything seemed to pause in the middle of the last celebration of Lent. It 
is difficult to believe that so much has happened since the last time we 
entered this holy season. We have struggled through a raging pandemic, 
social unrest, a challenging election, and now political turmoil while largely 
isolated from friends and neighbors. 
 

Things have been interesting since March of last year. In many ways, these 
days of struggle have been incredibly difficult. We have had to learn new 
ways of living, communicating, and relating to each other. We have had to 
adapt as a church to remain in contact with each other and to encourage 
one another. 
 

This spring we are continuing to strive towards the future together. As 
Lent approaches, we are still called to journey towards the cross together. 
You are invited to continue to watch as we seek new ways to continue to 
grow our ministry as a church through the remainder of these interesting 
times. We have already begun to experiment with finding new ways to 
connect as a community, so please keep your eyes open.  
 

The world we live within may be difficult, but there are also opportunities 
for growth and creativity. May God bless us as we continue to lean into 
the different world which we are journeying through together. 
 

 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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A Resource… 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

Last Lent, Pastor Rob created a daily devotional for the season of Lent 

called “The Path of the Beatitudes.” If you would like a copy, Pastor Rob 

has a number of copies in his church office which he is happy to share. The 

devotional is also available on Kindle and through Amazon.com 

Thank you from the Choir Loft... 
 

Thank you for the very generous Christmas gift. It is such a joy to be a part of 
this church and we really appreciate the opportunity to share our love of music 
with the congregation. We hope to continue to be a part of the church family 
for many more years.    

        

A note from the Trustees…… 

Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 
 
There is not a lot to report from the Trustees this month.  It has been quite uneventful 
because the church is mostly closed.  All is well at the parsonage.  We will be putting new 
gravel in the driveway in the spring.   
 

We do have a slight problem at the church.  The building over the stairway to the basement 
has pulled away from the wall of the church a bit.  During heavy, windy rainfalls, some water 
will leak in.  We are going to temporarily caulk the opening and then we will do permanent 
repairs in the Spring.  Due to mild winter weather (so far!!) we are saving money on snow 
shoveling and plowing.  We should not get complacent.  We still have 4 months of winter to 
get through. 
 

We have a pleasant update on the bequest from Betty McKnight.  We have received the 
paperwork from the law firm handling the disbursement of the funds to the church.  The 
Trustees will sign off on the release and indemnification form, as required, and the funds 
should be coming to us quite soon.  The amount of Betty’s bequest to our church is 
$312,876.38.  That is a very generous bequest from a wonderful lady who loved her church 
and church family.  When the funds are received, they will be placed in the various United 
Methodist Frontier Foundation investment accounts in the same percentages as the Burns 
Estate funds were invested. 
 

The Trustees wish you all a New Year that is better than 2020.  Time will tell. 
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Special dates 
 

• African-American History Month 

• Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, 2021 
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2021 

• Presidents Day, February 15, 2021 

• Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

Trumansburg Food Pantry 

 
Mark your calendars, please! 

We’ll be looking for our spring 
TUMC volunteers before you know it. 

 

March 1, March 15, March 29, April 12, April 26 
8:00 AM – 12:30 PM; 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
As you know, we are no longer having customers enter the church. We are pre-bagging all food 
into paper bags, wearing masks, rubber gloves, using hand sanitizer, washing hands, and keeping 
socially distant.  Outside, we sign in our customers and our runners take the bags of food to their 
cars or carts.   
 
We have several regular volunteers, and many of those regulars are from the TUMC.  That means 
we’ll be looking for even more TUMC folks to help us out in March and April.  Look for more 
details about what we need in your e-News.  If you’re familiar with the program and simply want 
to volunteer for any and all jobs, please call Peg Benham (607-387-6980) or Carol Grove (607-387
-6128).  We’ll be thrilled to hear from you!   
 

Visit the TUMC website for additional information about the Food Pantry. 
http://trumansburgumc.org/food_pantry__news__notes__6073878260  

Note from Heather Brown (a friend to many in our congregation through our Capital Campaign 
and other dealings).  She sent this to me in an email near the holidays.  She still keeps in touch by 
reading our newsletter.   
 
“Sending our best wishes to our friends at Trumansburg  for the holiday season and the new year 
too.  Hopefully, times will improve and you can ALL be back in the sanctuary with the beautiful 
windows – and the great music program (singing and on the tracker organ!) too”.    

http://trumansburgumc.org/food_pantry__news__notes__6073878260
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A thank you from the Pastor... 
 

J.R.R. Tolkien is one of my favorite authors. He is quoted as saying: “If 
more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would 
be a merrier world.” In my experience, there are few words that are truer 

than Tolkien’s reflection on the nature of life. Life would be far merrier if we valued 
priceless moments rather than focusing solely on the lure of wealth. 
 

As a family, we do value the blessings of this life, so we say thank you to everyone who 
brought meals over to the parsonage throughout the season of Advent. It is difficult to 
express in words how grateful we were for the gifts of soup, salad, casserole, sweets, and 
other goodies during a very busy season. The gift of a meal is amazing when you are part of 
a family, balancing a family with three busy children and two working adults. The meals 
filled our bodies and gave us the rarest gift of all in a pastoral family during the holidays: 
extra time to spend with our family instead of preparing meals, 
 

To clarify, the gift of a Christmas bonus was an unexpected and lovely surprise that is 
appreciated greatly! Like the Darling family, my family is grateful and thankful for a 
monetary gift. We want to be certain everyone understands that we are thankful for both 
that gift and the meals. Both gifts were deeply appreciated. Thank you for your kindness. 

Book Recommendations… 
 

In our adult Sunday School this December, it was requested that a list of helpful 
books be shared. Conversation expanded that list to recommended books to pass 
time in a blessed way during the pandemic. Here are some recommendations: 
 

“Sparrow: A Book of Life and Death and Life” by Jan Richardson  
Recommended by Pastor Rob Dean 

 

Liturgical artist and United Methodist minister Jan Richardson (whose art 
we often use on our bulletin covers) has recently released this book delving into the 
concepts of grief and the continuation of life after the loss of a life partner. A 
combination of deep reflection and poetry, Jan Richardson delves deeply into 
questions of grief without providing easy answers. I recommend this book as it raises 
deep questions that can lead to self-reflection and companionship in places of grief. 

 

NRSV Wesley Study Bible 
Recommended by Pastor Rob Dean 

 

The New Revised Scriptures presented alongside resources in the Wesleyan tradition 
that delve into our church’s theological heritage. While not a perfect resource (no 
large print edition or digital versions are available), this Bible provides a lot of 
resources for reflection which can lead to personal growth. 
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Meet our new Administrative Assistant… 
 

Sheryl Rakowski is a T-burg high school graduate who has come 
home to roost after three decades in the Midwest. Her career path 
began “high above Cayuga’s waters”, with a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Cornell. Sheryl’s next stop was the University of 
Wisconsin, another renowned research institution with a 
multicultural campus that overlooks a scenic lake. More than that, 
it was another school that takes great pride in its dairy store and its 
hockey traditions.  
 

Sheryl’s first job out of college was as a lab technician but she gravitated to roles in science 
communications and research administration. Before starting her previous position as an assistant 
for grant proposal development, Sheryl worked as the manager of a microbiology lab and as a 
department-level financial specialist.  
 

Back in Wisconsin, Sheryl was heavily involved in a local car club and spent countless hours staffing 
motorsports events. Although most were amateur races, she twice worked as a flagger in Montreal 
for Formula One, the epitome of international auto racing. Sheryl has been on a motorsports hiatus 
since returning to New York, but she eventually added Watkins Glen International to the list of 
tracks she’s worked. She also enjoys nature hikes (preferably with a camera in hand), dancing at 
local wineries and brew houses, and family outings for minor league baseball and, well... Cornell 
hockey, naturally. Go Big Red! 

From the Editor’s Desk… 

 
I think I can speak for everyone when I say we were all glad to say goodbye to 2020 and sure hope 
2021 is so much better eventually.  I don’t think I can survive another year without seeing my kids/
grandkids in person, zoom has been great, but I need real hugs soon! 
 

You will see above an introduction to Sheryl, our new Admin. Assist.  Her office hours are not set in 
stone yet as we are not open and therefore the office is not open to office visits, only from those 
who may need her services.  For now she is mostly in on Tuesdays (11:30—3:30) and Fridays (9-2 
or 3), depending on need.  If  you need her assistance, please call and leave a message (387-9024) 
as we are socially distancing and only have one person in 
the office with her at one time.  She lives with her parents 
and she certainly doesn’t want to risk taking the virus home 
to them!   
 

Our Christmas eve service was enjoyable for all (those in the 
sanctuary and those on zoom).  There were some great 
moments and a couple comedic moments provided mostly 
by me.  Both of my children were on and they greatly 
enjoyed the service.   
 

So until next time at which time let’s hope our country is 

starting to heal… Joy Dean on Christmas Eve 
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TUMC Mission and Outreach (M&O) News and Notes... 
 

M&O is a non-elected committee with no official role, members 
or reporting responsibilities. (Sounds idyllic, right?) Anyone can 
join us. Currently there are about 10 members. We started our 

work as a result of the hand to plow process which our church went through about 5 years 
ago.  We have a small monthly budget of $100 with which we have been able to bless many 
from our faith community and neighbors both near and far. When we have special projects, we 
ask for donations from our congregation, which is very generous. Much of what we do requires 
more time than money, neither of which we have in abundance, as you can imagine. But, we 
are called by God to serve and bless others and so, we want to do these things. Although our 
work can be time consuming, I believe that we all have been blessed as much as those we have 
helped.  
 

So, what do we do? In pre-COVID-19 times (is that PC?) our committee met monthly. We 
shared the needs of the congregation and more. We encouraged each other and developed 
relationships - almost like a small group.  It was a wonderful way to grow closer to each other 
and to be more like Jesus. Although we don't meet regularly just now, we are still serving and 
blessing others. We still strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
 

There are many ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus, as I am sure many of you are already 
doing. Some of the ways that we have served are as follows: Loads of Laundry, Coffee/Cocoa 
and fellowship for food pantry attendees, school kits in handmade totes, duffels for foster care 
kids, cards of encouragement, meals for the hungry, rides to a nursing home to visit a dying 
mother, friendly visits, Blessing Bags for the homeless, lunch for construction volunteers at 2nd 
Wind Cottages (more than once), Christmas cookie treats for 2nd Wind, camperships, $$ for 
local resident whose house had fire damage, $$ for congregant experiencing job loss, picking 
up groceries, help with laundry... We are happy to continue to serve. If you need help, or know 
of someone who does, just call the church office and leave a message!  
 

Furthermore, we just started a new project of supporting a youth in Honduras during their final 
year of high school. It's through a program called Border Buddies. We will let you know more 
about it as we become more familiar with the program. 
 

Valentine's Day is coming soon! We would love your support - $$ and baking - to provide a 
small love gift to the men at Second Wind Cottages. We want to give each man a small gift bag 
with a Valentine, cookies, candy and $5.00 Dunkin Donuts gift card. If you would like to help 
with a donation and or baking, contact either Mary Jamison - 387-6474, Mary Gallagher - 379-
5640 or Ronda Ketcham - 351-0341. Or just send a check to TUMC with M&O in the memo line. 
Thanks. 
 

I hope you have a better understanding now of the Mission and Outreach group! 
 
Yours in Christ's Love, 
Ronda Ketcham (for M&O) 
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Financial Report – Stewardship Committee... 
Good-bye 2020; Hello 2021 
Submitted by Eileen Collins 

 

Last year was a challenging year, to say the least. Financially, this church 
has weathered the storm well. Thank you for your steadfast support of 
our physical plant and outreach ministries. The Stewardship Committee 
submits the following report. It is a summary of pledged contributions as reflected on 
Estimate of Giving Cards and other income to our operating budget.    
 

A total of 36 giving units completed Estimate of Giving Cards for 2021.  Of these, 5 giving  
increased their financial commitment above their last year’s amount and 5 giving units 
decreased their financial commitment below last year’s amount.  The 36 giving units 
committed a total of $83,344 on their Estimate of Giving Card.  Based on last year’s records, 
it is estimated that we can expect to receive $42,882 during the coming year from people 
who have consistent giving patterns during the past twelve months.   Church income from 
non-donor sources such as interest, rentals, and fees is $39,198. This gives us a total of 
$165,424 anticipated income for the next twelve months.  The Income for our general 
operating budget during the last twelve months was $196,667.  Next year, we can expect 
our operating income to decrease by $31,243.  This represents a 6.3% decrease in total 
giving below last year. 
 

Please be aware the projection of anticipated income is assuming that we will remain closed 
to community worship in the sanctuary for most if not all of 2021. In addition, we are 
assuming zero income from fund raisers. This is a worse case scenario, we can only hope to 
rise from here.   
 

There are a variety of factors which could change the figures given in this report. A decrease 

of $31,243 in revenue is comparatively low and could easily be reduced if the church 

resumed normal activities. Our Verizon contract is due for renewal and could yield more 

revenue. There are any number of variables which could change. For today, we are doing 

well. So, “Do not worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow has enough worries of its own.” 

 

Editor’s Note:  We wish to thank our generous congregation who gave so freely in 2020.  

Our Safe-at-Home Fundraiser took in an amazing total of $6,067!  Adding to that, the sale of 

those Sunday School chairs, took in an additional $265.00!  This put us in the black for 2020!  

You are all amazing!!  God is smiling on us!   So never fear, 2021 will be okay!   

Did you know…. 
You can find Pastor Rob’s sermons on the front of our web site under the “About Us” tab and 
you can find easy information/links to the Wednesday night Bible Studies under the 
“Announcements” section.  Carol sends her easy link out on e-news but should you forget, 
they are on the front of the web site also so visitors will see them.   



Page 8  

 

Trumansburg United Methodist Church 
80 E. Main St. 
P.O. Box 628 
Trumansburg, NY 14886 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage  

PAID 
Permit #7 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

For the safety of our congregation and staff we are back to worshiping on 
zoom only until further notice. Adult Sunday School at 9; Worship at 10:15.  
To join Zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the 
front page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

