Spiritual Harvest
Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

February 2020

Message from Rev. Natalie
Trumansburg UMC

Reflections on the Journey

Location:
Corner of Main and South Streets
PO Box 628,
Trumansburg, NY 14886
Email: tumc@ottcmail.com
Editor: Judi Eastburn
Email: jae2@cornell.edu
Church phone: (607) 387-9024
Parsonage phone:
(607) 387-4227
Prayer Chain Requests:
387-6474
Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com
The Good Word, A Devotional
Message Ministry:
(607) 387-8202
Pastor: Rev. Natalie Scholl
Office hrs: Tues. &Thurs.
Noon-3 PM
Sunday Worship Services
10:15 a.m.
9:00 am Adult Sunday

On the way to my first night meeting at TUMC, I passed a row of houses
still adorned with brightly colored Christmas lights. It’s easy to drive by
such lingering signs of the season with a laugh or a sigh. Yet lights of any
kind hold a special place in my midwinter heart.

It can seem like a contradiction that Epiphany, beloved season of light and
revelation, falls at our coldest and darkest time of year. Given the
weather and the general sense of letdown after the holidays, we may be
more drawn to hibernate than shine forth our light! It can take a special
effort to leave the comfort of our homes, even for activities that we
cherish.
Having celebrated the birth of Jesus at Christmas, now we’re confronted
with a challenge and an opportunity. What do we do with this fresh
awareness that Jesus was born, walked among us and is with us still? The
darkness of these winter days cannot overshadow this season of light,
growth and activity. Deep beneath the earth, roots are taking in what
they’ll need to express new life in the spring to come.
I’m deeply grateful for the warm welcome you’ve extended to me! It’s a
joy to begin learning and connecting with you. This time, leading up to the
season of Lent, invites us to affirm our faith in powerful ways as we seek
out light and hope together. I look forward to sharing this interim period,
as we celebrate historic strengths and witness signs of the new growth
God has in store.
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Winter Pot Luck Lunches – 2020…
Submitted by Mary Jamison
With winter settling in a little more, and hopefully looking just a little more
towards spring - it’s again time to think about getting together for our annual POT LUCK
LUNCHES and sharing a meal and fellowshipping to break the winter “blues”. These winter
pot lucks are held after worship in the first 3 months of the new year on the 4th Sunday of
each of those months. The dates for 2020 are: January 26th, February 23rd and March
22th. This is a dish-to-share meal where you BRING YOUR OWN TABLE SERVICE (plates,
silverware, etc.), and an ample DISH-TO-SHARE. For a variety of reasons, we will not be
providing turkey tetrazzini this January. Beverages will be provided as usual.
We will need a few folks for each of the 3 Sundays to host and get the dining
room set up (put up tables/chairs & decorate if you’d like, etc.), set up coffee/beverages,
turn on ovens, and set up food tables for those dates. At least 4 folks for each Sunday
would be great, and usually there are folks willing to help with clean up. These meals are
a fun thing, not too hard, a nice break from winter days, and more importantly a chance to
fellowship and catch up with one another. If you’d like to get others to help with some
short/light entertainment after the meal, (music/sing-along/local information, etc.) it would
be nice, but optional.
If you’re willing to host any one of these dates, (Jan. 26th, Feb. 23rd, and March 22nd)
please contact Mary Jamison at 387-6474 or alma78@ottcmail.com., and also please sign
up on the 2020 Coffee Hour calendar ( which is now ready for signing up for coffee hour
as well) – near the kitchen door. Thanks and God bless!!
PS – 2020 is a LEAP YEAR – 29 days in February
Editors Note: You will note that January 26 will happen by the time you read this,
and in fact, is in the works as I write this, please consider taking the lead and/or helping on
one of the other two dates!
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Special dates
• African-American History Month
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2020
• Presidents Day, February 17, 2020
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 23, 2020
• Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020
• Leap Day, February 29, 2020

Please remember to wear your Nametags in church, it is a big
help for Natalie as she gets to know us and, actually, a good
overall thing to do for visitors or even ones old like me who
might occasionally forget names.

Prayer Chain Requests…..
Submitted by Mary Jamison and Judi Eastburn
Prayer chain requests should now be sent to Mary Jamison, Phone 387-6474, email:
Alma78@ottcmail.com. Judi will remain as backup for this ministry. If you would like to be
added to our active prayer chain, please let Mary and/or Judi know. They will each keep an
updated list. Our prayers help in many ways.

United Methodist Women’s Group...
The next UMW meeting will be held on February 14 (Valentine’s Day) at noon at the
church. A soup or dessert, coffee and tea will be provided. Please bring a sandwich for
yourself. All women of the church are welcome. Please join us!
UMW meets the second Friday of every month, September through June. If you have any ideas
for programs you would like to see presented at these meetings, please let Sylvia Mitchell
know.
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Better Late Than Never 2019 TUMC Christmas Bazaar News…
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham and Carol Grove

Our 2019 Christmas Bazaar was a wonderful success. Didn't fellowship hall look festive? Many
thanks to all who contributed their time to make goods, shop and deliver items, organize, set up,
pretty up, serve and clean up. You know who you are. We had plate after plate of traditional
Methodist baked goods including cookies, pies, yeast breads, fudge, crisps and more. Jams and
jellies alone could have filled a table. Pickles were a big success, too. (Do you eat yours up right
away or save them for a special occasion?)
Homemade soups, salad, drinks, ice cream and more Methodist baked breads were ordered and
served up quickly for the luncheon, once 11 am came. And, of course, once served, they were
devoured. Sooooo delicious. All homemade, except for the ice cream, but who cares when it's
peppermint stick?! And, you can't get better soups anywhere.
The hand crafted items lovingly made by our congregation certainly made a statement. As in,
there is a lot of talent here, and those who hand craft items share willingly. They were also
lovingly arranged and displayed to show off each item to it's best for the shoppers. And, did we
have shoppers? Wow, so good to see so many return customers and our share of new customers,
too.
And, it wouldn't be a TUMC Bazaar without the RADA knives and more sold by our UMW
ladies. Their faithfulness to our community and beyond is so encouraging.
So, one purpose of our Christmas Bazaar is to serve the community. And, offering fairly priced
items for sale, is part of how we serve. The Bazaar is also a way to have folks from the
community who may never come to church, experience some of our hospitality. Another reason
for having the Bazaar is for us to enjoy working together. We are grateful to everyone who were
involved from praying for the workers to planning and organizing and planning more. It's a big
job! And, we succeeded with serving, showing hospitality and working together well!
One final purpose is to add money to our budget to help pay bills. And, we succeeded here, too.
Including the money earned from the fall yard sale (which took the place of Grandma's Attic)
the total earned was $4250.40. Praise and glory to our heavenly father!

Advent Season – A Time for Giving
By Chris-Kimball-Peterson, Worship Committee Secretary
The Holidays are over, and the Trumansburg United Methodist Church
really gave a wonderful gift to the Food Panty, 12 boxes of assorted foods were collected. All
of you should be proud that you have helped make a wonderful holiday season for families in
our area.
When I suggested this Advent Food Calendar to Rev. Jeff, I was surprised to hear, “Go for It”.
Well we did, and it was a great success.
I hope this church can continue this tradition for years to come. Thank you so much.
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Recapping the Bazaar Luncheon…
Submitted by Meg Gaige
After a couple of years of plateau-ing, 2019’s Bazaar Luncheon rebounded
and made a new record for income: $1107.55 free & clear! Woo hoo!
Hats off to the MANY, MANY hands who help make this delightful event happen.

 I’m so proud of the dynamic and high-energy team that works in the kitchen and dining


room each year. We have a lot of fun!!
Plus, I appreciate the scores of church family members who bring grocery items, make
soups & breads so we can honestly hype the meal as TRULY HOMEMADE!
And to top it all off, you give generously each year to our NOISY OFFERING.


 This is really a great community outreach project.

I’m willing to Chair the Luncheon again for 2020. However, Charlie Dyke would like to “graduate”
from his position as Chief Coffee Maker & Server. He’s done an outstanding job year after year—
never letting us down. Now it’s time to train up a newbie. Will YOU step up next December?? Let
me know if you’d like to consider this challenge. THANKS everybody!

A note from the Trustees….
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair
The crazy weather this fall was no match for the tenacity of Tony Serviente and his crew. The
stained glass windows are all in and the laminated glass protective covering is in place. The
windows look beautiful and we shouldn’t have to worry about them in our lifetimes! Such a good
feeling. And every one of you can pat yourself on the back for making this happen. When Tony
renders his final bill, it will be covered!
We are welcoming a new interim pastor for the next six months. Pastor Natalie lives on Perry City
Road, so she doesn’t need to use the parsonage. The Losey’s have completed their move and the
parsonage is ready for refurbishing. Over the next few months the Trustees will be overseeing
flooring updates, a complete kitchen redo and painting. The parsonage is about 32 years old and
some of these updates are well overdue. Jeff and Sue were so good to work
with and they overlooked many of the nuisance issues that crop up in a home
that is decades old. The home is in good shape and we will make sure it is
ready for our full time pastor in late June. Cal Organ has generously given his
time to assess the needs and to oversee the work that needs to be done. He
is an excellent carpenter and Peter Cooke is willing to assist when he can. We
will try to do much of the work ourselves to avoid hiring carpenters and
painters. We will welcome any assistance from any of you who want to lend a hand with this
project. Refurbishing an empty house is much easier, and we have time to get it done.
Winter has been fairly easy on us. Not much snow, which has saved us snow removal money. But
it is early in the season. Maybe our good fortune will continue. But who am I kidding?
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2020 Opens with a Bang...
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson
It’s hard to believe that the 98th New Year’s Day Dinner is over with.
Twelve turkeys and a turkey breast were donated. A big thanks to those who
donated and/or cooked turkeys, those who donated ingredients towards the
dinner, and those who donated money towards the dinner.
While I was going around the dining hall talking to people who braved the weather, one of the
most frequently asked questions were: How do you accomplish all of this? How long does it take to
put this dinner together? Well, I accomplish it with a great team of dedicated people. Our
congregation volunteer their time and dedication to this dinner. This year, even people outside of
our church offered to help. CARS came to the rescue with 6 wonderful, young and eager people –
Quintana, Cassondra and Theresa. They worked the 11 am to 1:30 shift while Douglas, Kapers and
Carlton worked the 2 to 4 pm shift. To answer the second question asked, all of you know that it
is a 3-day process. On dish washing day, we had many people come which made the work easy and
quick. In fact, we were done in about 2 hours, therefore we were able to start some food prep also
Food prep day, which was on Tuesday, was just as busy. Peelers, choppers, stuffing makers,
coleslaw makers and cranberry relish makers, came with a smile on their face.
New Year’s Day arrived, and the dining room looked very festive, thanks to Eileen Collins, dining
supervisor and her set-up crew. Also, her serving crew were eager to make sure that the diners
were fed quickly with hot food and hot beverages by using our red carts. I don’t want to forget the
kitchen staff. They all work tirelessly to make sure everything is ready for the servers. The takeouts were easily handled led by Mary Louise Gallagher, who was in charge, along with John
Manheim. I am sure that Dottie Manheim was right there making sure everything was in order
also. The four carvers swiftly got those turkeys cut-up and into those roasters. Lanny, Gerry, Jack
and Ken. Sandy and Sylvia handled the take-outs to make sure the “to be delivered” were ready for
Jack, his wife, Patti and son, Alex. Juniper 1 set a recorded of 22 dinners to be delivered! Thanks,
Jan, for taking care of this.
Many other helpers were in the kitchen making sure everything was ready for the dinner. Of
course, the cook, my hubby, Dick, who, despite his Sciatica, had every hot food ready for the takeouts on time. He was determined to accomplish getting the food cooked and making sure that
every hot item tasted just right. 2 new pie cutters came to the rescue, Peg and Bonnie. Great job
ladies. The early morning person to help Dick get the large pots on the stove and anything else
that needed to be done to get the food ready came all the way from North Carolina, Rob Benham!
He was a great help. I wish he was here in New York to get this personal thank you.
I don’t want to forget the dining hostess, Marie Rich, who for many years, has greeted people
with a smile and seated our guests quickly. She makes our diners feel comfortable and looking
forward to our wonderful turkey dinner! Cashiers, play an important part in the scheme of events.
They not only take the money and keep track of the guests who come but also manage our pick-up
take-outs. It is a daunting task. Thanks to Judi Eastburn and Jim Zifchock.

 Now for the best part. How much did we make? We served 90 dinners and had 120 take-outs.
Our grand total was……..$2092! My heartfelt thanks to you all! Now on to the 99th Annual
New Year’s Day Dinner in 2021.
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Be Informed…..
General Conference 2020
May 5-15, 2020
Minneapolis, MN
“United Methodists of various perspectives are reacting to a major new plan for getting past
the denomination’s long struggle over how inclusive to be of LGBTQ persons - one that calls
for traditionalists separating and forming their own church group."
The flashy headlines are easy to find. Rev. Natalie will help us understand. We just need to do
a little homework to get ready for the discussions ...
On our website on the Info Center Tab at the very top you will see an item called “2020 United
Methodist Church General Conference, GC2020” If you click on that, it will take you to several
articles you might want to read. If you don’t have access to the internet, we will be happy to
provide you with a printed copy. Also, if you look at the online version of this newsletter the
above in blue is linked to take you directly to that page.

Like to Garden?......... Here’s your chance…
Submitted by Pat Love
Welcome all of those who might want a part in beautifying the garden out
back of our church. As is easily seen, winter growth has overtaken it and
despite my intentions to “clean it up” & pull weeds, that has not happened (too cold)! When spring arrives, late April/early May, real work
should begin.
I am scheduled for wrist surgery (remove 3 bones) in March/April and the prediction is that
I’ll be “out of sorts” and unable to use my right arm... any volunteers? Please think about it
and let me know! Mucho gracious!! Pat Love (387-5980)

Just a little note that you might want to be sure and
check your Spam/Junk email folder regularly as many of
us have found that important emails have been landing
in these folders. Particularly emails sent from those with
ottcmail addresses. I have done all the things I've been
told to stop this from happening and I still find an
occasional one in my Junk mailbox so I now check that as
often as my “in” box.
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On December 29,
2019 Rev. Jeff gave
his last sermon at
TUMC. More photos
are posted on our
web site here. You
can also read a
transcript of his
sermon in the info
section on our
website here.

Photos and transcript courtesy of Sue Brower

Notes from the Editor…
Well, as I stated in my first “official” act as your new lay leader, this is a “New Year/New Us”.
We have a new pastor, Rev. Natalie Scholl whom we will, I’m sure, enjoy getting to know for
the first 6 months of this year. Then we should be getting to know our new, more permanent
pastor, in July. So new things will be coming about as this year progresses.
First of all, I would like to say a BIG Thank you to Mary Louise Gallagher who was our lay
leader for the past year and what a wonderful job she did! Please take time to thank her
when you see her, it’s a big job!
A few people have asked if I will be doing the child photo contest again, and yes, that will start
up again soon. Since this is the first newsletter of the year and we skipped January, there was
not room in this issue but I still have those wonderful photos and will start that up again soon,
complete with hints this time.
We had such a busy fall/holiday time it is good to be able to sit back a bit, at least until the
Lenten season starts up, which won’t be long since Ash Wednesday is February 26! Does this
mean spring is coming? I sure hope so!
Please note that anything mentioned appearing on our web site will have a direct link in the
online version of this newsletter (it will appear as underlined and in blue) . Also, I do keep
changing up photos on the front page of our web site if you want to take a look from time to
time.
Until next time, walk with God, he’s always close by………….

“TODAY – will never come again, so do something special. Be a
blessing. Be a friend. Encourage someone. Take time to care. Let your
words heal, not wound. Be kind, be gentle, give love. – Unknown author.”
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Please check the calendar for February on our web site or
check with your committee chair for meeting dates/times

Altar Guild Rep for February: Sylvia Mitchell
Alt. Karen Dean
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