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As many of you already know, Rev. Jeff’s father passed away the evening
of January 14. From Jeff’s own message “We spent the afternoon with
him and it was clear that he had gone to another place and was on his
journey. One of his caregivers was with him at the time of his passing. He
waited until the family and the primary caregiver had left. The hospice
social worker stopped by yesterday afternoon and did remind us that
some folks wait until family is gone. It may have been his way of
protecting us one last time. Sue and I went down to be with Dad and
waited until the funeral director came and went. We are very tired, but
so relieved that Dad’s body finally let him go”
I ask you to join me in sending our thoughts and prayers to Jeff and his
family.
In lieu of his normal “pastor’s message” I am going to give you an
assignment if you choose to accept it. For those who were in church this
past Sunday (Jan. 17) you heard Kate talk about gifts we possess. Since,
believe it or not, lent is coming very early this year, Ash Wednesday
being February 10, I thought it would be fun to come up with perhaps a
new approach to this time. I took the idea from the children’s activity
page exercise. If you go to page 5 you will see what I’m talking about.
They have it as an activity for Valentine’s Day but I’m thinking why not
for lent? We all have small gifts we could write down on a card or piece
of paper. Examples for us might be “call someone today you haven’t
talked to in a while”, “smile at and/or talk with a stranger”, “invite
someone to lunch or a movie”, “take someone a homemade plate of
cookies just because”, etc. I think you get the idea. Each day for a
period of time (for a few days, a week or longer), do one of these tasks.
I’m going to bet that you will feel really good and that the person on the
other end is also going to feel really good. Let me know how this goes, if
you have a really good story develop, I’d love to print some of your
experiences in the next newsletter!
I hope each of you stays happy, healthy and safe for the remainder of
this winter. The next time I write it will be the March newsletter and
that gives me hope that spring is not far off.
Until next time………………………………

Bazaar 2015, Yet another Success Story!
Submitted by Judi Eastburn, co-chair

W

e cannot begin to give enough thanks to all who helped! We
don’t trust ourselves to name names as we know we will miss
some key people. So, to the quilters/crafters, the persons in
charge of different floor areas, the ones who helped us sell, the baked
goods overseers, those who led and those who worked at the luncheon, the
cashiers, the publicity, the ones who helped price and arrange, the bakers, all who donated
items to sell in any way, the wonderful setup help, and last but definitely NOT least, the shoppers, we give our sincerest THANKS!!!
The bottom line was that we made $3447 so far (and we are still taking in some money)! We
are blessed with such a wonderful and giving congregation! So on behalf of the organizing
committee of Peg Benham, Mary Jamison and myself, our love to you all!!

UMW Luncheon and Meeting

All the ladies of this church are invited to the UMW luncheons which are held every month
on the second Friday, except July and August. Bring a sandwich, soup and/or desert and
drink are provided. There are sometimes guest speakers and/or other types of interesting
programs, some upcoming programs are:
February 12 -- Pat Ditmars will speak about the Gemm Shop
March 11th -- To be decided
April 8 -- Making simple place mats for Hospice
May 13 -- Lisa Mitchell will bring/speak about her dogs
June 10 -- Lunch out -- place to be decided
Ideas are always welcome as are any men who find one of our topics interesting! A short
meeting is also held to go over any business items. Please join us! If you have questions,
please feel free to contact Sylvia Mitchell our president.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• African-American History Month
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 7, 2016
• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 7, 2016
• Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2016
• First Sunday in Lent, February 14, 2016
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2016
• Presidents Day, February 15, 2016
• Second Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2016
• Third Sunday in Lent, February 28, 2016

The Winter Potlucks
January 24th : Chris Kimball-Peterson and Mary
Jamison will be in charge of the Potluck Luncheons.
Please bring a dish to pass or a dessert along with
your own place settings. The main dish will be
turkey tetrazzini (Mary’s recipe). Beverage will be
provided. Come and enjoy a great lunch and great
fellowship!
The Easter brunch on March 27th will be hosted by the Mission/Outreach
committee and the Disciple class. February 28th is still available. Please sign up on
the coffee hour list, or contact Mary Jamison at alma78@fltg.net or 607-387-6474 if
you have questions. We look forward to these times of fellowship and good repast.
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Remembering & Honoring

Poinsettia
December 2015
In Memory of Bob McCarthy by Eileen Collins
In Memory of our Parents by Peter & Kay Cooke
In Memory of Jim DeSombre & Kurt DeSombre by Bonnie DeSombre
In Honor of my honey, Kate Merriman by Rich Flaville
In Memory of our Parents, Pearl & Stanley Stonham and Marie & Gilbert Freeman
by Max and Mary Alice Freeman
In Memory of George E. VanValen, Ethel & George H. VanValen
by The Gatch Family & Chloe VanValen
In Memory of our Family & Friends by Bill & Carol Grove
In Memory of our Loved Ones by Blair & Cathy Hoover
In Memory of our Parents, Siblings and Friends by Mary & Al Jamison
In Memory of Sally Jayne Moore by Thomas & Virginia Moore
In Memory of Mary Jo Myers by Ron Myers
In Memory of Myron & Anna Pomerantz, Walter & Lula Organ, Bob Organ & Ellen Klinkhardt
by The Organ Family
In Memory of Edie & Lloyd Pfautsch & Sally Sutcliffe by Debbie Pfautsch
In Memory of Wife & Mother, Elizabeth Raymond by Harrison Raymond Jr. & David Raymond
In Memory of my Parents, Helen & Harrison Raymond Sr. by Harrison Raymond Jr.
In Memory of our Loved Ones by Sandi & Jerry Reynolds
In Memory of our Parents & Grandparents by Mark, Marie & Kevin Rich
In Memory of Lucille McGill & Virginia, Bernard Schlather & Erin Schlather by Darlene Schlather
In Memory of Mildred Weisel, Frank & Catherine Schumacher by Rick & Pat Smith
In Memory of Sally Sutcliffe by the Sutcliffe Family
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Howard Purdy & Mr. & Mrs. Robert Terry by Jim & Rosemary Terry
In Memory of Jim’s Father, James E. Vorp, and Joyce’s Parents, Mr. & Mrs. William Broadfoot
by Jim & Joyce Vorp
Special Note Received
“Please say ‘Hi’ to all of our Methodist Friends” From Jim & Joyce Vorp
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Thanks to all for another successful year!
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson, Chairman, New Year’s Day Dinner

For many years now, I have been informing you about the New
Year’s Day Dinner and every time I tell you that I am always
amazed at the generosity and dedication that this congregation
has for this particular ministry. Well, it’s true. But in all honesty, I
will have to tell you that this year was a struggle. We all know that
this is an older congregation church. Which means that every year
there are fewer volunteers that are able to work at this dinner and expenses have increased
over the years.
Next year will be our 95th year. A milestone for any fundraising endeavor. But we will have
challenges, which may force us to make some hard decisions about this dinner.
This year, our costs for this dinner were significantly decreased by having 8 turkeys donated. I
want to thank those individuals who graciously offered to do this. Some of them even cooked
their turkey, which also helped. We only had to purchase 5 turkeys.
As always, ingredients to make this dinner were donated. However for the 1st time, we had to
ask people to donate a couple of different ingredients instead of just one. But, you took it all in
good stride and gave generously. In spite of challenges, this congregation makes sure the
dinner ingredients are all there.
The work to put on this dinner begins soon after the last dinner is in the rear view mirror. The
planning begins with a critique of the just completed dinner. Donor lists are checked and
updated through the year. Volunteers make calls to ingredient donors in December. Two days
before the dinner, volunteers wash all the dishes and utensils. The day before the dinner,
volunteers prepare ingredients, peel potatoes, make stuffing, and set up the dining room. The
work all these people do in advance is a big deal. Thank you to all who helped out.
Thanks to Peg Benham and her dining room staff, once again they served the guests quickly
and efficiently. I am always in awe in how they can do it. Having able-bodied men to carry the
large trays enables the servers to get everything on the tables so people can dig in. My heartfelt thanks to Peg and Carl and her set-up crew who not only set the tables and chairs but also
decorated the tables. This year 2 new coffee captains were put through their paces – Lori
Sibley and Beverly Johnson. They survived their first dinner and still had a smile on their faces
at the end of the day. Thanks so much.
Now for a special thanks to all of the kitchen staff. They all work tirelessly to make sure
everything is ready for the servers. They also help put the take-outs together and get the takeouts to be delivered ready for our drivers. Mark Rich and his son, Kevin, for many years have
done this. However, this year, Mark had a new assistant, Judy Barkee. Thank you.
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EIGHT IS GREAT… Helmet Liners...
Submitted by Meg Gaige
We have just launched the 2016 edition of the K4OT (Knitting For Our Troops) mission
project, and hope to collect 90 helmet liners by the end of winter to send (with our love) to
overseas military personnel. Our goal last year (year #7) was 80 caps and we collected 102!
So by setting the goal of 90 this year, I’m expecting we’ll top 100 again. It’s such a delight to
have knitters & crochetters report that they’ve been working over the summer & fall to make
more caps! This has truly become a community-wide mission effort.
I’m working on improving our network so that we uncover the names of more local service
men & women to whom we can send the helmet liners. The Commander at our Trumansburg
American Legion is also pulling together a list of local military service personnel. This week I
learned about “Adopt a Platoon” and “Adopt A Soldier” programs through Army Community
Services at Fort Drum, as well.
Last year we began accepting donations of $$ for the purchase of 100% washable wool yarn.
So far this year, we’ve gratefully received $80, and I’ve already bought $30 worth of yarn to
share. As soon as I hear of another yarn sale, I’ll spend the remaining $50. So don’t be shy—
let me know if you’d like to start working with some of these donated supplies. I’ll bring
them to church on Sundays and can make other arrangements to meet you if that’s more
convenient. There are accomplished crafters who are willing to teach newbies how to knit or
crochet. Learn a new skill!
There are knit & crochet patterns in a yellow file folder
pinned to the bulletin board near the kitchen door,
and Carol Grove attaches digital versions to her eNews, as well. Let me know if you have any questions
or concerns. Let’s shoot for a deadline of May 1, 2016
to have most of the helmet liners finished. I’ll keep you
posted on how many are coming in.
Thank you for helping to show our respect, love, &
appreciation to these defenders of freedom!
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ALTAR GUILD / EASTER MEMORIALS
The Altar Guild is ready to take your order for Easter Lilies! You are invited to order a Lily in honor/memory of
a loved one. The lilies will be used in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, March 13, 2015. A memorial list will
be published in the church bulletin and in our newsletter, Spiritual Harvest. You can take your Lilies home after
Easter Sunday’s service. If you prefer, you can make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild instead of ordering a
Lily.
Please fill out the form below, and:
❒ Give it, along with your payment, to Suzanne Organ; or
❒ Put it in the collection plate (clearly marked); or
❒ Mail it to the church office: Trumansburg United Methodist
Church, PO Box 628, Trumansburg, NY 14886,
ATTENTION: Altar Guild/ Suzanne Organ
❒ Cost = $10.00 for white lily.
❒ Make checks payable to: Trumansburg United Methodist Church.
❒ Clearly note what the check is for: 1) flowers, or 2) Altar Guild donation.
Orders are due on or before Sunday, March 13, 2016.
Your name: ____________________ Telephone No. ______________

EASTER FLOWERS

QUANTITY

White Easter Lily ($10.00 each)
6” pot
Total Amount Enclosed

In honor or memory of:________________________________________________

I would like to make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild in lieu of a plant.
In honor or memory of:
Delivery Instructions (please mark your preference):
❒ Deliver to a shut-in? Yes, please take to someone who will Enjoy it ___________ No, I will take home or
to someone myself___________
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2016 TUMC Choir - Rehearsal

Time Change - during the winter months!

The first thing we want you to know is that choir rehearsals, for the winter months, will be
held on SATURDAYS AT 10:00 a.m.
We hope that will help get more folks out to join us in song, and to accommodate those who
are already singing.
There has been some interest expressed in singing with/joining the choir, and we are
encouraging any and all to “come on down” and lend your voices in praise during worship. If
you love to sing, it’s the place to be. We are willing to help you in any way we can, even if you
don’t know if you’re a soprano, alto, tenor or bass (baritone). We will help you to find your
“spot.” There is a wealth of great music to choose from in the wonderfully expansive music
library that the church has; and we will choose music that’s compatible and lovely for the
group.

Come and grow musically with us, and “sing joyful songs” to the Lord.
Hope to see you on Saturday at 10 a.m. Our
contact information is listed below, if you’d
like to talk with us about singing with the
choir.
Jack Darling (Music Director)
Tel. 607-279-5207
jdghyh@gmail.com
Francine Darling (Keyboardist &
Jack’s right hand “lady”)
Tel. 607-279-9313
francine.darling@cornell.edu
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Mon
Tue
Trumansburg

UnitedWed
MethodistThu
Church

Fri

Sat

1
Food Pantry

2
Disciple IV 9-11
SPPRC 6:30

3

4

5

6 Leadership
Training Day 9-3
Canandaigua
Set up for TAC
10 Choir

7
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
TAC Annual Mtg.
AA 6-9 pm

8

9
Disciple IV 9-11

10

11

12
UMW Lunch

13
Choir

14
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

15
Food Pantry

16
Disciple IV 9-11
Trustees 7

17

18

19

20
10 Choir

21
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Coffee 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

22

23
Disciple IV 9-11
Finance 7 pm

24

25

26

27
10 Choir

28
Adult studies 9
Worship 10:15
Pot Luck 11:15
AA 6-9 pm

29
Food Pantry

Corner of South & Main Sts
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Altar Guild
Rep: Sylvia Mitchell
Alternate: Monica Pritchard

