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Advent means “the coming”. As a
season of the Christian year it
refers to our time of preparing our
hearts for the coming of God’s Son
into the world in human form.
For an Advent devotional, I suggest
a book we used a few years ago, All
I Really Want, by Quinn Caldwell.
As a devotional practice I
encourage you to use the Advent
calendar found on page 5 in this
newsletter. It has suggested food
donations during this season.
But for us, this year brings a new meaning to “advent”. Change is-a
-comin’ in the life of the Trumansburg United Methodist Church,
and also in my life. As of January 1st I will be a retired person, and
you will be served by a new pastor.

Sunday Worship Services
10:15 a.m.
9:00 am Adult Sunday
School

Rev Natalie Scholl will be among you for six months as an interim
pastor helping you through the process of preparing for a regularly
appointed pastor in July. Change can be scary. It also provides
many opportunities to do things differently. I encourage you to be
open to new and unexpected possibilities.
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This is not my farewell message. It’s just mid-November as I write
this.
We will continue in ministry in Christ’s name together through
December. Then we will each continue to serve the Lord whose
birth we prepare to celebrate.

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

Thought you might enjoy some
photos from our October 27
Laity Sunday service on your
left. These photos were taken
by Sue Brower. Of course there
were many more who took part
in the service, this is just a
sampling.
The photo below is from the
UMW Thanksgiving lunch on
Nov. 8 and was taken by me.

Notes from the Editor…
Just a couple quick notes, Pat Love just emailed me to let me know our church came in SECOND
place, not far behind the Presbyterians in the Crop Walk this year. GREAT JOB by all. Thanks to
Pat and Julie for chairing this event!
Secondly, the UMW were hosts to other UMW’s in the area for a wonderful Thanksgiving
luncheon on November 8. There were approximately 50 ladies in attendance and a nice
program was given by our own Marge Lener. It is always nice to get together with ladies from
other Methodist churches in the area.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish my entire church family a wonderful holiday
season, may God watch over each of you! Until next time……………
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2019
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2019
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 15, 2019
• First day of winter, December 21, 2019
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22, 2019
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2019
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2019

TAC Concert, December 8, 4 p.m. Presbyterian Church
TUMC Christmas Eve Services will be held at 7 p.m. and 11 p.m.

Special Church Council Meeting
The Church Council meeting in December will be moved to Thursday,
December 12th at 7:00 pm. We will be discussing/deciding how to allocate
the income from the Burns bequest. All are welcome to attend this session
of Church Council.

Capital Campaign…
Submitted by Rev. Jeff
Just a brief note regarding our Capital Campaign and completion of the brick and window
work.
We have received $248,032.68 (including the matching funds from the Burn’s bequest)
already from the generosity of all who are giving toward the campaign.
As we knew when we started, our expenses have all been incurred by now. Because the
campaign is a three-year campaign, not all of the dollars are in hand. The church has
sufficient funds in various accounts to cover the expenses. As the rest of the money comes
in for the Capital Campaign, those accounts will be reimbursed.
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The joyful gift of giving...
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, Secretary, Worship Committee
This year, the worship committee decided to do a special advent event – a food donation for
the 24 days of advent. You will find below a list of food items that we are asking for. Starting
Dec. 1st, there will be boxes on the front pews labeled with the items for that day. Place your
food items in the one labeled for that item. It would be great to fill every box! The food will
be given to the Food Pantry. Let’s bring joy to families in need in this community. Thanks!
P.S. Additional Advent Food Lists will be available on the back table in the sanctuary, just in
case you misplace your list.

Advent Food Calendar
Dec. 1 – box of cereal
Dec. 2 – peanut butter
Dec. 3 – stuffing mix
Dec. 4 – boxed potatoes
Dec. 5 – macaroni & cheese
Dec. 6 – canned fruit
Dec. 7 – canned tomatoes
Dec. 8 – canned tuna
Dec. 9 – dessert mix
Dec. 10 – jar of applesauce
Dec. 11 – canned sweet potatoes
Dec. 12 – cranberry sauce

Dec. 13 – canned beans
Dec. 14 – box of crackers
Dec. 15 – package of rice
Dec. 16 – package of oatmeal
Dec. 17 – package of pasta
Dec. 18 – spaghetti sauce
Dec. 19 – chicken noodle soup
Dec. 20 – tomato soup
Dec. 21 – canned corn
Dec. 22 – can of mixed vegetables
Dec. 23 – canned carrots
Dec. 24 – canned green beans
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Wanted turkeys and turkey cookers!!
By Chris Kimball-Peterson, New Year’s Day Dinner Coordinator
The New Year’s Day Dinner is fast approaching and we are in need of turkeys, (20-24 lbs.) and
also turkey cookers. Sometimes those who donate turkeys do not want to cook them and thus
the need for cookers. Presently, I have 2 donated turkeys but I need 10 more! Please donate!
If you want to give money toward the purchase of a turkey you can do that also. Either give
your monetary donation to me or to Dick Peterson. Also, I will need to know by Dec. 4th
because if I don’t get enough turkeys, I need to place my order in to ShurSave.
Thanks in advance for your help! I know you will come through!
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A note from the Trustees…..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
Winter has come a bit early, and that adds to the challenges Tony Serviente
has faced as he and his crew re-install the windows. The Christ window is all
done, including the exterior protective glass. It is beautiful, and the colors
are vivid to behold. Tony needs a number of days at temperatures above
45° and dry to facilitate the installations. He is very determined to complete
the work in the coming weeks, but weather may be an obstacle. Let’s all
pray for an extended Indian summer.
You may notice some excavation work going on at the end of the paved
parking lot. We have a surface water problem that we have to deal with.
Editor Note: I took this
when they were putting
Over the years, our parking lot has been raised countless times by added
the finishing touches on
gravel and then it was paved. Paving resolved many issues, like mud being and thought it was
as it looks
tracked into the church and eliminating the need to add more gravel every interesting
like the guy outside is
lifting up Jesus.
few years. When the paving was done, the contractor placed a French
drain along the end of the paved area. It was meant to absorb much of the water flowing
across our parking lot toward the neighboring property. The French drain no longer provides
enough drainage, and the runoff water gets very deep in the neighboring parking lot. The
owner of the apartment house complained to us and asked us to resolve the issue. To that
end, we have contracted with Frank Palmer to develop a catch basin at the end of the parking
lot. The water will be drained into an existing storm water drainage pipe that is capable of
handling normal runoff. This solution should permanently reduce the runoff problem. We
often face unplanned expenses, and this is a good example. The cost of the work will be
$2,925, which is a reasonable expense to resolve a serious problem. With all that we have
faced in the last 5 years, perhaps we will get a reprieve from new surprises for a while!

Like other churches in Trumansburg, clearing snow from sidewalks, the parking lot and the
parsonage driveway can be challenging. Because few in our congregation have time or the
ability to clear sidewalks, we now have a contractor do that. This winter, P&S Excavating will
again keep our parking lot clear. Perfect Lawns Unlimited will clear our church walkways and
plow the parsonage driveway. Perfect Lawns also takes care of the parsonage lawn. Both of
these contractors do reliably excellent work.
Finally, our Interim Pastor has been announced, and she lives locally, so will not be using the
parsonage. That means we have extra time to do the normal painting and refurbishing that
comes with pastoral changes. Because we have time, we will not have to hire contractors to
do some of the work. Cal Organ and Peter Cooke will be determining all that has to be done
and also identifying the work that we can do ourselves. The parsonage is 31 years old and
there are repairs and updates we will need to do. We will keep you all informed.
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving.
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A message from the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee ...
Welcome Natalie!
Submitted by Peter Cooke, SPPRC Committee Chairman
We on the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC) would
like to introduce our new interim pastor, Rev. Natalie Scholl. She will
be with us starting January 1, - June 30, 2020. She is a recently
retired pastor who lives on Perry City Road. Rev. Natalie has served in
churches throughout the district - many years ago at Jacksonville and
Mecklenburg, more recently at Owego and Skaneateles.
Rev. Natalie will be serving on a part-time basis three Sundays a month. The SPPRC will be
working out the schedule with her over the next few months.
Rev. Natalie began Soul Ways Coaching ten years ago, and will combine her work in spiritual
formation with her experience in pastoral ministry.
She has her own home on Perry City Road, so she will not need to use the parsonage. This is
a blessing to the trustees, who will have 6 months to update the home for our next full-time
minister, scheduled for July 1, 2020.
We are grateful to Rev. Natalie for helping us through the transition period. Please pray for
her and for our church family during this time. Welcome correspondence may be sent to her
at 5166 Perry City Road, Trumansburg, NY 14886.
SPPR Committee Members
Class of 2019: Marc Kaplan and Sue Lodinsky
Class of 2020: Judi Eastburn, Charlie Dyke, and Karen Dean
Class of 2021: Peter Cooke (Chair), Paula Austic, and Mary Ochs

Veterans Breakfast a Huge Success………..
Submitted by Bill Grove
Our 6th annual Veterans Breakfast has come and gone and it was another huge success!!
Through your generous contributions of time (and money) we served close to 250 breakfasts
to Veterans and their families .Many thanks to those who signed up to work and those who
came and just jumped in to help. Thank you to Allen Reed and The Finger Lakes Fife and Drum
Corps for their enthusiastic and lively tunes. Last but certainly not least, thanks to the Legion
members who are always there to get us going and pick up the pieces.
Thank you all from the Veterans Breakfast Committee; Meg, Mary, Nancy and Bill
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Please check the calendar for December on our web site or
check with your committee chair for meeting dates/times

Altar Guild Rep for December: Joan Organ
Alt. Marie Rich
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