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Spiritual Harvest  

 

Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email; jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
 Parsonage phone:  

(607) 387-4227  
 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
279-4280 

Email: jae2@cornell.edu 
Starting Dec. 15 

387-6474 
Email:  Alma78@ottcmail.com 

 
The Good Word, A Devotional 

Message Ministry:  
(607) 387-8202  

 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jeff Losey  
Office hrs:  Tues. &Thurs.  

Noon-3 PM 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
10:15 a.m.   

9:00 am Adult Sunday  

December 2018 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org 

Pastor’s Message 

‘Tis the Season 
 
Here we go again! By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be over. But 
as I write, it is coming up next week. AND - I have already seen Christmas 
decorations in lawns, Christmas items in stores, and heard a radio ad 
featuring Santa Claus! 
 
The season of Advent begins December 2nd. This starts the new year in the 
liturgical calendar. It is a time of preparing our hearts for the coming of 
Christ.  
 
In the world’s eyes, it is a time of decorating for Christmas, planning 
menus, and, of course, BUYING CHRISTMAS PRESENTS!! The average 
American will spend approximately $1,000 on Christmas presents this year. 
I have no problem with presents. Now that we have grandchildren, it’s a lot 
more fun. And the presents are supposed to be a way of reminding 
ourselves of that first Christmas gift, Christ himself.  
 
I still remember some of the Christmases when 
I was little. I remember opening “Robot 
Commando”! Wow, was I excited!. I still have 
him somewhere in my daughter’s barn.   He 
was a bit rusty and faded the last time I saw 
him, but it still brings back happy memories of 
Christmas at my Grandma’s. We went to 
Grandma’s every Christmas eve so that we 
could celebrate Christmas day in our own 
house. We would walk in, and there would be wrapped boxes from floor to 
ceiling! But I don’t remember many of the presents. What I remember was 
the excitement and being together having a good time. My family was 
never one of those “ripping open the boxes and rushing to the next and ‘Is 
that all?’ ” families. We would open a couple, maybe one at a time, and 
savor them.   
 
Grandma died in her early sixties - on Christmas eve. Quite literally of a 
broken heart. (My Grandpa had died about 1 ½ years earlier.) That was a 
lot of Christmases ago. 

….Continued on Page Two 
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As we prepare for the Big Day, take a breath. The memories are the true gift. Some of the 
cookies will burn. Some of the presents that you worked so hard to choose will fall flat. Some 
of the parties you go to will be a bore. But somewhere in there, somebody is going to look 
back years from now and say, “Wow!” I remember..... 
 
My Christmas wish for you is that you savor the presence (presents?) of your loved ones. 
May the gifts that you give and receive be icons of the love you share.  
 

Pastor’s Message continued from Page One... 

Some Area Christmas Services… 
 
A complete listing will be available at the church office as soon as it is ready.   
 
Trumansburg United Methodist Church 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
10:00 PM Christmas Eve Service with Communion 
 
Mecklenburg United Methodist Church   
Corner of Steve Street and Turnpike Road in Mecklenburg 
Blue Christmas Service — Sunday, December 9 at 3 pm. 
 

Do you find the Christmas Season an especially hard time? 
You may be grieving a loss, feeling alone or in despair, angry, unloved, anxious, or 

have regrets.  These feelings are normal, and you need not apologize for them. You are 

not alone in your “Christmas Blues.” 

Area churches are joining together to offer this respectful service of readings, gentle 
music, and candle lighting.  This  simple, contemplative service invites us to join 
together, allowing some light into our darkness.  We may learn and grow from our 
pain, and gain some understanding of how normal our feelings are, even as we are 
surrounded by the Christmas season’s emphasis on feeling joy and hope.  All are 
welcome, and there will be a simple reception after the service. 
 
(Churches involved: Mecklenburg UMC/Kate Merriman, Newfield UMC/Mike Kelly, 
First Baptist, T-Burg/Dennis Christiansen, First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses/Cheryl 
Peeples)  Our music will be provided by the Schwartz Ensemble and Elizabeth and 
Xander Dawson. 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special dates 

 
• First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2018  
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2018  
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 16, 2018  
• First day of winter, December 21, 2018  
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, 2018  
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2018  
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2018  
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2018 

"How to stay safe in the world today" 
 
 Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20% of all fatal 

accidents. 
 Do not stay home because 17% of all accidents occur in the home. 
 Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14% of all accidents occur to 

pedestrians. 
 Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water because 16% of all accidents involve these 

forms of transportation. 
 Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. Above all else, avoid 

hospitals. 
 
You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in 
church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders. Therefore, logic 
tells us that the safest place for you to be at any given point in time is at church! 
 
Bible study is safe too. The percentage of deaths during Bible study is even less. 
 
FOR SAFETY'S SAKE - Attend church and read your Bible ... IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
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Editor’s Note:  As 
Mary Jamison was 
going through some 
historical items, she 
found this old write-
up from 1959 
regarding our New 
Year’s Day dinner.  
We wanted to 
present it in it’s 
original form, thus 
you may need to get 
out your magnifier to 
read but we thought 
it was the perfect 
time for a “blast 
from the past”.  
Enjoy! 
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 In a blink of an eye, the 97th New Year’s Day 
Dinner will be Upon Us... 
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson 
New Year’s Day Dinner, Coordinator 
 
The days are getting shorter and much cooler. We had a little bit of 
snow, which makes me think that Christmas and New Year’s will be 
here soon. 
 
If you have been in church lately, you have noticed a short “Wanted” announcement in the 
church bulletin. I am very serious, we are in dire need of turkeys and turkey cookers. As of 
this writing, we are still 8 turkeys short! I am getting a bit nervous. Since I haven’t been at 
church to make my “pitch” for turkeys, I want all of you to know that if you cannot donate a 
turkey, you can provide a monetary donation toward the purchase of a turkey. I will be 
placing my order on the first Monday after the church bazaar, December 3rd. Please give a 
serious thought to this.  
 
Many of you will be called to donate ingredients and some of you will be asked to bring more 
than one ingredient. Please do not say “No” when you are called! I am also looking for helpers 
on December 30th, and 31st and of course on January 1st. Sign-ups for helping those three days 
will be up after the Bazaar. Now, don’t be shy! We need all the help we can muster up.  
 
This article will be last article before the big day. All of you, I need your help in making sure 
that this 97th dinner will go on, as it is a special tradition, not only for this church but for the 
community also.  
 
So…what do you, as a member of this congregation, want to do for the dinner? Think about it 
and let me know if you want to donate a turkey, or provide ingredients or be added to our pie 
list!  

 

TAC Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 
4:00 PM 
Location:  First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses 
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Update on the Church finances... 
Submitted by David Irish, Finance Committee Chair 
 
As 2018 draws to a close we enter the holiday season, a joyous, hectic, 
family oriented time that includes many church activities that have become 
treasured traditions.  Your continued support and generosity makes this 
possible, thank you.   Currently, this 2018 church budget has a deficit of 
approximately fifteen thousand dollars, as projected, but hopefully it can be closed before 
the end of the year.  
 
Looking ahead to next year, the Stewardship Campaign is underway, there will be weekly 
updates at the Sunday services, it will conclude on Sunday December 9th with the filling out 
of pledge cards and a celebration luncheon to follow.   Please give prayerful consideration to 
your level of commitment to the ongoing support of our church.   Your support is greatly 
appreciated and gives us the foundation needed to move forward with our basic church 
mission. 

A note from the Trustees…. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 

 
Fall has quickly turned to winter, and we have to get prepared for snow and 
ice and other unpleasant happenings when winter comes.  But TUMC is 
resilient.  The snow shoveling sign-up board will be available next to the 
pass-through window in the Fellowship Hall.  Please consider signing up for 
a week or for a weekend stint.  We have an excellent snow blower that now 
has electric start.  We have de-icing salt in the garage and shovels for the 
fun task of moving snow by hand.  Most of all, TUMC has a fantastic, 
devoted congregation.  Thank you! 

 
As you know, work continues on exterior brick restoration.  The North (front) wall and the 
West (South Street side) wall have to be completed.  John Hackett and his staff just 
completed major work inside the bell tower, where deterioration is even worse than the 
exterior brick.  They have now completed restoring and sealing the interior brick up to a few 
feet from the Verizon antenna level.  This is good news.  They have also built all of the 
necessary scaffolding inside the tower, which will remain in place until the job is done.  
Hopefully, by the end of next summer, all of the brick repairs will be done, and we won’t 
have to worry about it for many decades into the future.  Again, we thank the congregation 
for unwavering support. 
 
May you all have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas. 



  Page 7  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 
TUMW THANKSGIVING DONATIONS --2018 

 

First of all, many thanks for all the green beans, cream of mushroom soup and stuffing 
mixes that were donated, as well as the great monetary donations – all appreciated so 
very much.  Your  donations have helped to supplement whatever else was needed to meet the 
Pantry’s needs for 110 families. Thanks also to Rich at the ShurSave Grocery store for making it 
affordable for us to purchase items needed.  We had $170.00 in monetary donations to use, and the 
bill at ShurSave came to $166.31  You are a fantastically generous congregation!   

Your donations for this collection were given out at the Nov. 19 th Food Pantry in time for 
Thanksgiving, and supplemented what the Pantry provided, turkeys, as well as many other items.  
The Pantry serves families in the Town of Ulysses.  The non-perishable food donations made at the 
church the first Sunday of each month go into the emergency storage for urgent needs that families 
may call for.  That’s a great help also. 

Sadly, the grants the Food Pantry used to receive have been diminished over the past few years, 
so this collection has helped  a lot.  The Food Pantry will gratefully accept monetary donations any 
time of the year, and especially during these holiday times when they try to provide extras for those 
who don’t have as much as we do. Checks should be written to the Ulysses Food Pantry and given to 
Peg Benham or Dorothy Manheim.  Please do not put your donation in the church ’s collection plate 
- thanks.   

Once again, thank you for your generosity in behalf of those less fortunate than us.  God bless 
you all—and hope you had a blessed and a Happy Thanksgiving.  We have much to be thankful for.  

Mary Jamison and Sylvia Mitchell, For the Trumansburg United Methodist Women  

Notes from the editor… 

 

As you read this, the bazaar will be happening within a day or two.  If you are reading this 
before the bazaar, there will be a “setting up and pricing work-bee” on the 30th of November, and 
of course, you may shop ‘till you drop and have some yummy lunch on December 1.  We also have 
need for anyone who can lend a hand in taking down the leftovers after our church service on 
Sunday, December 2.  The bazaar is a lot of work but also a lot of fun and a good way to present 
our church in a good light to our community, not to mention raising funds for the general church 
budget!   

I recently attended the UMW’s Thanksgiving program on November 9.  The UMW had invited 
the ladies from local Methodist churches to join in.  We had somewhere between 40-50 attendees 
at this event.  Many thanks to Sylvia Mitchell, the chair of our UMW for heading this up and 
working so hard to make it such a success.  It was such fun to meet and talk with ladies from the 
other churches.  Marge Lener presented a program that gave insight into some Thanksgiving 
history and Meg Gaige joined us to play the piano for the closing hymn.  The UMW meets every 
2nd Friday of the month at noon at the church, feel free to join us!   

Not too long after the bazaar, my husband and I will be heading out to Santa Fe to spend the 
holidays with our children/grandchildren.  I can’t wait to see them all and particularly to see the 
little ones’ eyes on Christmas morning.  My wish for each of you, my brothers and sisters in faith, 
is that you have a healthy, happy and safe holiday time. 

Until next year……………………      
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5th Annual Veterans Day Breakfast A Rousing Success… 
 
Our 5th Annual Veterans Day breakfast served over 150 people, including veterans, their 
families, and a sizeable contingent from the TUMC.  All enjoyed a generous complimentary 
breakfast on Sunday morning, November 11, at the American Legion Post 770 in 
Trumansburg. It was a sunny, cool day and the guests arrived in a steady stream between 8 
and 11 a.m. TUMC volunteers, backed up by the regular Legion kitchen crew, presented a 
delicious buffet of French toast, pancakes, home fries, eggs, bacon, sausage gravy & biscuits, 
juices & coffee. In addition, a sizeable “army of blue” volunteers from our congregation, 
dressed in their navy blue TUMC t-shirts, served guests along the buffet line, poured coffee, 
bused tables, visited with the veterans, and put the room back to rights at the end of the 
event.   
 
When breakfast was over, those in attendance were treated to several musical selections 
performed by the Finger Lakes Fife & Drum Corps, www.flfifedrum.com.  Following a short 
military worship service, all were invited to a Roll Call of past and present military family 
members and friends.  The event was brought to a close by “Taps,” performed by Allen 
Reed, musical director and fife instructor. 
 
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO SUPPORTED THE BREAKFAST WITH $$$, SERVICE, OR PRAYER! 
  
Committee: Bill Grove, Mary Ochs, Nancy Irish, Lanny Joyce, Meg Gaige 
 

Many more photos available on our web site 

http://www.flfifedrum.com
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Please check the calendar for December on our web site or 
check with your committee chair for meeting dates/times 

Altar Guild Rep:  Joan Organ 
Alt. Marie Rich 


