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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
Christmas?
Well, not quite, but Advent is upon us: a time of preparation for the
coming of the King of kings, Emmanuel, God with us.
This year, I have a suggestion for how to prepare our hearts. I have tried
“devotional” books before, but they have never done much for me. But
this year a friend of mine found one that she recommends highly. It is
different. For one thing, it is written by a local boy. (I use the word
“boy” advisedly. The author is probably about 30 years old. That is still a
kid in my book.) He is from Groton and is a Cornell grad. He is currently
the pastor of the Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ and was previously at Old South Church in Boston. His mother-inlaw was my kids’ music teacher.
While that is enough to make me want to check it out, it is the book
that really got my attention. It consists of a brief reading each morning
and evening beginning December first and going all the way to the end
of Christmastide - You know, those twelve days of Christmas? I have
only perused it so far, but the readings are short, easy, inspiring, and
thought provoking. Each reading has a simple act to implement the idea
behind the reading. One thing I REALLY like is that they are doable! One
example is to pet your pet for a while. Now that we have two cats
again, I can manage that!
So - our adult Sunday School class is going to take this on as our book
for Advent and Christmas. Care to join us? You don’t need to come to
the class (9:00 Sunday mornings. We’ll save you a seat!), but all of us
contemplating the same inspirational message would be an interesting
activity.
Check it out:
http://www.amazon.com/All-Really-Want-Readings-Christmas/
dp/1426790171
All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern Christmas by Quinn Caldwell
And use your Amazon Smile account ;-)

Some Area Christmas Services…
A complete listing will be available at the church office and will come out on e-news as soon
as it is available.
Trumansburg United Methodist Church
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service
10:00 PM Christmas Eve Service with Communion
Mecklenburg United Methodist Church
Corner of Steve Street and Turnpike Road in Mecklenburg
Blue Christmas Service — Wednesday, December 16, 7 PM.
Dear Friends,
The signs of Christmas are all about us. We see ads on TV and in the newspapers. “Come and make merry”, they seem to say.
But not all of us feel merry. Some of us have lost someone we love. That place at the
table will be empty. There will be one less pile of presents.
Some of us may be struggling because of job loss, illness in your family, the loss of a
pet, or because of other stresses which weigh down our hearts and minds.
We, at Mecklenburg United Methodist Church, invite you to a special supportive worship service, shared by other area churches. You are invited to bring family and
friends who might also benefit. If you are sad because you have lost someone, please
feel free to bring a picture of your loved one.
We hope to see you on Wednesday, December 16, at 7:00 in the evening. We can
help each other through this time when everyone else seems to be happy, and we are
not.
Rev. Cheryl Hine
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2015
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2015
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2015
• First Day of Winter, December 21, 2015
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2015
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2015
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2015

UMW’s Annual Christmas Luncheon
December 11, 2015
On December 11, 2015, the T-burg United Methodist Women
will have their annual Christmas Luncheon at noon at the church.
We invite the UMW from Jacksonville, Searsburg, Mecklenburg,
Cayutaville and Reynoldsville to join us as well. If any ladies of
the church would like to help with the meal, please call Sylvia
Mitchell. ALL the ladies are asked to please bring their own table-service. A program of
story-telling and music will be presented after the meal. We’d love to have you join us,
and as always, ALL women of this church are cordially invited to join us at any of our
functions, which are held on the second Friday of each month, except for July and
August. Hope to see you on December 11th!
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Trumansburg Community Chorus…
The Trumansburg Community Chorus will present a concert on
Friday, December 11 at 7:30 in the First Presbyterian Church of
Ulysses. There will be a variety of pieces on the program that
express the desire for peace and harmony among people.
Admission is free, however, donations to support the on-going
activities of the chorus are gratefully accepted.
The chorus is also appearing on Saturday, December 5th at 1:00 in the Trumansburg
Conservatory of Fine Arts and at 2:00 at the Trumansburg Historical Society.
Several TUMC members participate in this chorus!

Syrian Refugees…
Submitted by Rev. Jeff
I was a bit disappointed at the news we received in our conversation about Syrian Refugees. It
appears that even the possibility of helping a Syrian family will be many months away at best.
My daughter and I are looking into other possibilities. But if, like me, you are looking for some
way to have an impact NOW, check out this link:
http://www.upworthy.com/a-california-mom-saw-syrian-refugees-struggling-to-carry-theirbabies-so-she-did-something?g=2&c=ufb1
or google: “Cristal Logothetis upworthy”
A brief excerpt:
What can I possibly do in the face of so much tragedy?
So much! We can do so much.
Logothetis wasn't just moved emotionally; she was moved to do something. "It compelled me
into action," she said. And action is what she took.
Logothetis started to collect baby carriers to deliver to the Syrian families arriving in Greece
with babies and young children.
This link is embedded in the article:
http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-09-03/5-groups-doing-important-work-help-refugees-youmay-not-have-heard
And, of course, there is UMCOR: Advance #982450.
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Celebrate 94 years of fellowship with the
community on New Year’s Day
Now that the holidays are in full swing, let’s continue our holiday
spirit with sharing the New Year’s Day with friends and community at
our church. 94 years is something to really brag about. This church
has become a part of the New Year by serving a delicious hot turkey
meal with all the trimmings and those marvelous Methodist pies to
the community. Through rough times and good times, we have never
faltered in our dedication for this community.
People from all over the area come to share with us on New Year’s Day. Many have come for
over 20 years and more! They enjoy the camaraderie and the hot meal. Let’s not disappoint
them.
There will be sign-up sheets after the bazaar to sign-up to help on December 30th and 31st
from 8:30 am to 12 noon. You can volunteer for an hour or more. Then, on New Year’s Day,
there will be a list to help in dishwashing, cleaning up and general things to do. Please look at
these lists and start your new year by volunteering to help with this dinner. If you have an
interest in helping to serve on New Year’s Day, please contact Peg Benham at 387-6980.
As in the past, there will be take out’s available. Sign-up sheets for take-out will also be
posted. Remember you must pick up no later than 12:30 pm on January 1st. If you want
delivery you can mark that on the list. However, you can call in your order by calling 387-5486
or e-mail me at clkp329@aol.com. If you call, leave your name and phone number and I will
get back to you to confirm your order.
If you get called to bring ingredients you can bring them on Sunday, December 27th or on the
following times: Wednesday, December 30th, from 9 am to 12 noon; Thursday, December
31st, from 9 am to 12 noon.
Make the New Year’s Day dinner a part of your holiday season.
Chris Kimball-Peterson, Chair of the New Year’s Day Dinner

Page 5

Consecration Sunday, December 6th
Submitted by Chris Kimball-Peterson
I know that you are already busy with holiday preparations and just getting
over the Church Bazaar the day before, but Consecration Sunday is important.
This is the day that we tithe for our church and its mission. I am sure that
Dave Irish, Finance Committee Chairman will tell you all about it. My job is to
put together a luncheon for this church family.
The church will provide ALL the dinnerware, utensils, beverages (coffee, tea, apple cider). All you have to
do is come and bring something yummy. Below are ideas on what the buffet should have.
Suggested Menu:
Cold cuts (turkey, ham, beef)
Salads – tossed, fruit, macaroni, potato, jello etc.
Hot dishes – baked beans, vegetables, hot meat, meat casseroles or tuna casserole, macaroni and
cheese, scalloped potatoes etc.
Rolls/bread – if we get cold cuts, rolls or sandwich rolls will be needed. Homemade bread is always
appreciated.
We will also need condiments for sandwiches, mayo, mustard, butter for rolls.
Lettuce leaves for the sandwiches, tomato slices, cheese.
Dessert – we Methodists do like our pies, cakes, cookies, brownies etc.
Now, I may have left something out. However, if you have a great family recipe that you want to share
then bring it! One thing Methodists do not lack is great cooks and bakers!
So…This is what I need from you:
Name of attendees______________________________________________
# of attendees coming___________________________________________
What you plan on making ( I need this info so if we are missing something, the church can provide)
________________________________
If you have any questions you can contact me at 387-5486 or e-mail me at clkp329@aol.com

A Crop Walk Thank You
“Thanks to the First Baptist Church for hosting, to coordinators, to volunteers, to St.
James for food drive, to Robotics, and to very generous donors. The Food Pantry will
put the funds to good use and many projects will be helped by your efforts. Every act of
helping counts!” - Carolyn Lange, Trumansburg CROP Walk Organizer
TUMC collected $1,862 and the community raised a grand total of
$8,785.10. Thank you everyone!
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TRUMANSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2016 OFFICERS, STANDING COMMITTEES & OTHER GROUPS
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES

CHURCH COUNCIL________________________________________________
Council Chair – Sue Brower
Lay Member to Annual Conference – Rich Flaville
S/PPRC Chair – Peter Cooke
UMW representative – Ronda Ketcham
TAC Representative – Carol Grove,
Eileen Collins
Treasurer – Julie Messenger
Members at Large:
Trustees Chair – Dick Peterson
Steve Huber
Finance Chair – David Irish
Ellen Mitterer
Pastor – Rev. Jeff Losey
Joe Sibley
Lay Leader – Rich Flaville
FINANCE COMMITTEE____________________________________________
Chair – David Irish
Pastor – Rev. Jeff Losey
Council Chair – Sue Brower
Lay Leader – Rich Flaville
Treasurer – Julie Messenger
Members at Large:
Financial Secretary – Eileen Collins
Judi Eastburn
Assistant Finan. Secretary – ****
Steve Ketcham
Trustees Chair – Dick Peterson
David Raymond
Lay Member – Rich Flaville
BOARD OF TRUSTEES__1/3 women ; 1/3 men; 1/3 either – 2/3 must be members
Rev. Jeff Losey, Pastor
Rich Flaville , Lay Leader and Lay Member
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Ron Myers member

Dick Peterson member

Ronda Ketcham, member

Joe Sibley member

Eric Hallman member

Jim Zifchock, not member

Peg Benham member

Steve Huber member

Cal Organ, member

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE_ All must be members
Rev. Jeff Losey, Pastor
Rich Flaville , Lay Leader and Lay Member
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Kate Sinko, member

Eileen Collins, member

Peter Cooke, member

Charlie Dyke, member

Mary Jamison, member

Paul Flagg, member

Marc Kaplan, member

Karen Dean, member

Pat Love, member

NOMINATIONS AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE ALL must be members
Rev. Jeff Losey, CHAIR
Rich Flaville, Lay Leader and Lay Member
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Joan Organ, member

Suzanne Organ, member

Mary Ochs, member

Mary Jamison, member

Nancy Irish, member

Lee Mitterer, member
Cathy Hoover, member

**** Position to be filled—Asst. Finan. Secy.???
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PROGRAM COMMITTEES
WORSHIP TEAM:
(Participation open to anyone interested)
Leader – Rev. Jeff Losey
Lay Leader – Rich Flaville
Music Director/ – Jack Darling
Altar Guild Chairs – Suzanne Organ, Joan Organ
Communion Steward – Mary Alice Freeman
Mary Gallagher-backup
Lay Servants – Chris Kimball-Peterson,.
Ronda Ketcham, Judi Eastburn, Susan McCormick
Mary Gallagher, Rich Flaville

ALTAR GUILD
Co-Chairs – Suzanne Organ, Joan Organ -Marie Rich, Roxanne Smith, Deb Pfautsch
Kay Cooke, Ellen Mitterer
Eileen Collins, Carol Grove
Sylvia Mitchell, Monica Pritchard, Ronda Ketcham
ALTERNATES: Sara Seifert, Karen Dean,
Mary Jamison
ACOLYTES
--Gene Lovelace & Jim Close
FUNERAL RECEPTIONS (contacts)
Mary Jamison, Ronda Ketcham, Mary Alice Freeman,
Ellen Mitterer, Joan Organ

GREETERS/USHERS
Jim/Rosemary Terry and Dick/Chris Peterson
FACEBOOK- C.Grove, S.Organ, J.Eastburn
COMMUNION STEWARD(s)
Nancy Irish
Mary Alice Freeman, Mary Gallagher-backup
WELCOME/SUPPORT (pew pads, etc.)
NURSERY CARE COORDINATOR
Mission & Outreach Grp.
Pat Love
E-NEWS -- Carol Grove
WEBSITE MANAGER (s)
TRANSITION TEAM—To be enacted at time of pastoral change
Judi Eastburn, Michael Collins

by Church Council & SPPRC (for new pastor) – for future use.
OTHER OFFICES AND MINISTRIES

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY /
CHURCH HISTORIAN
Mary Jamison
TRUMANSBURG AREA CHURCHES (TAC)
Rev. Jeff Losey, Carol Grove,
Eileen Collins
GOOD WORD TELEPHONE MINISTRY
Coordinator – Chris Kimball-Peterson
Sylvia Mitchell, Ellen Mitterer
Susan McCormick, Rev. Jeff Losey
Mary Gallagher, Rich Flaville
Ron Myers, Ronda Ketcham
Connie Ike,
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)
President – Sylvia Mitchell
Vice-President – Susan McCormick
Treasurer – Janet Warren
Secretary – Janyce Fergus
Sunshine Cards – Mary Barkman

KITCHEN COMMITTEE
Mary Jamison, Sandi Reynolds
Ellie O’Connor
NEW YEAR’S DINNER – Chris K-Peterson
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COFFEE HOUR COORDINATORS
Ron Myers, Mary Jo Lovelace, Mary Jamison
BAZAAR COORDINATORS
Peg Benham, Judi Eastburn
CAMPERSHIP COORDINATOR
Ronda Ketcham
PRAYER CHAIN CONTACTS
Mary Jamison
Back-up, Pat Love (Rev. Jeff Losey; Rich Flaville)
NEWSLETTER
Editor – Judi Eastburn
Printing/address labels – Office
Folding/Mailing – Marc & Phyllis Kaplan
Alternates – David Raymond; Susan McCormick
FOOD BANK REPRESENTATIVES
Dorothy Manheim
Peg Benham
PAID STAFF
Administrative Assistant – Kate Merriman
Music Director – Jack Darling
Keyboardist – Francine Darling
Custodian – Jean Jay’s Cleaning Group

If you already shop on Amazon, your purchases can support TUMC
with one simple step!
Submitted by Sue Brower
Here’s how:
Trumansburg United Methodist Church is now registered with the Amazon Smiles program. This
means that when you make purchases on Amazon, a small portion of the price you pay on
eligible items will be donated to our church.
What do I have to do?
When you are ready to shop, instead of going to Amazon.com, type in smile.amazon.com. In the
top banner there will be search box for you to put in Trumansburg United Methodist Church.
Once you have selected TUMC, this will continue to be your charity of choice every time you log
in, as long as you go in through smile.amazon.com instead of just Amazon.com. Everything else
about your account (password, past orders, wish list, etc.) will remain the same.
You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product
detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not
currently eligible.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate back to TUMC?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible items.
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping &
handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, they may offer special,
limited time promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or services
or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations.
Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts
donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile?
No. Donations are made by the AmazonSmile
Foundation and are not tax deductible by you.
Feel free to give me a call if you have any
questions or need assistance!
Sue Brower 277-3352
suebrowerithaca@gmail.com
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2ND Annual Veterans’ Breakfast Attracts More Than 155
Submitted by Meg Gage
Sixty-five Vets and their friends and families, together with a sizeable contingent from TUMC, enjoyed
a generous complimentary breakfast on Sunday morning, Nov. 8 at the American Legion in Trumansburg. It was a sunny, cool day and the guests arrived in a steady stream between 8 and 11 a.m. The
“Be The Church” Committee backed up the regular Legion kitchen crew who presented a delicious
buffet of French toast, pancakes, home fries, eggs, bacon, sausage gravy & biscuits, juices & coffee. In
addition, a sizeable “army of blue” volunteers from our congregation, dressed in their navy blue
TUMC t-shirts, served guests along the buffet line, poured coffee, bused tables, visited with the Vets,
and put the room back to rights at the end of the event.
Bob Kibbee, himself a Navy Veteran, treated us again to “Amazing Grace” played on his bagpipes as
we opened the worship service following breakfast, and our own Ryan & Alex Mitchell played an echoing “Taps” that provided a solemn and stirring conclusion to our guests’ roll call—the naming of
loved ones who had served or were currently serving in the Military.
The TUMC congregation’s noisy offerings to support this breakfast--collected throughout this past
Spring and Summer--provided enough funds to cover all the expenses of the breakfast with a surplus
that has already been earmarked for the 2016 Veterans’ Breakfast. It’s the committee’s hope and
prayer that those Vets who attended felt appreciated, respected, and honored by this “out of sanctuary” act of worship. In addition, we hope to continue to “grow” the event in each succeeding year.
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO SUPPORTED THE BREAKFAST WITH $$$, SERVICE, OR PRAYER!

Steve Ketcham and
Eric Hallman make
pancakes

The Committee: Tara Hallman (aka
Eric), Monica Pritchard, Bill Grove,
Meg Gaige, and Nancy Irish
Absent: Tara, Lanny Joyce, and
Mary Ochs

Photos by Cal Organ
and/or Carol Grove
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Finance News...
Submitted by Eileen Collins
The church has purchased a dedicated computer for the recording and reporting of finances. The
installation and formatting of our financial program, Church Windows, has been completed and the end
-of- year financial statements will be ready the first week in January. It is necessary that we receive
your 2015 contributions by December 30th to complete this task on time. Any contributions received
after that time will appear on your 2016 financial statements, as the 2015 books will be closed on
December 31st. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
May this season remind us all of the many blessings we receive.
Merry Christmas!

Bazaar Time…
Submitted by Judi Eastburn
By the time you receive this newsletter, the bazaar will be happening soon. We will
be setting up the bazaar on December 4 from approximately 9:30 am. – 2 pm., we
can always use extra hands if you find you have time to either help decorate, place
things around for sale, sit and price items or just join us for some good ole fellowship! The church will
be open the week of the bazaar during the usual office hours Tuesday and Thursday (12/1 and 12/3)
from noon – 3 pm. and also will be open on that Friday during the hours above so if you have baked
goods, items for the luncheon, items to sell or anything you might need to drop off for the bazaar, you
can do so at those times. If none of those times fit your schedule, I will be happy to arrange to meet
anyone at the church (since I live pretty close and have a key) at an appointment time, so feel free to
call me, Judi (387-6643).

Notes from the Editor…
Tis the season… as you can see this newsletter is full of all the busy things we have been up to and
things yet to come! We ask a lot of you this time of year but you always come through, you are such a
wonderful church family!
I can’t believe Christmas is almost here! This is one of my very favorite times of the year. I hope each
of you will get time to sit back and just enjoy this wonderful time of the year! Enjoy the music, enjoy
the laughter, enjoy the peace! I love nothing better than to sit in my favorite chair, looking at some
Christmas lights and listening to some Christmas carols and think about he who was born to save us
from our sins.
You will find a new list of church committees on pages 7 and 8, please take this list and put it where
you can use it for reference!
Until next time……….may each of you have a very blessed Christmas!
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Sun

Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu
Trumansburg
United
Methodist
Church

Fri

Sat

1
Disciple IV 9-11am
SPPRC 6:30 pm

2

3
Bazaar setup
evening

4
Bazaar setup

5
BAZAAR and
LUNCH

6
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Fellowship 11:15
AA 7 pm

7
Food Pantry

8
Disciple IV 9-11am
Council 7 pm

9

10

11
UMW

12

13
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Fellowship 11:15
AA 7 pm

14

15
Disciple IV 9-11am
Trustees 7 pm

16

17

18

19

20
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Fellowship 11:15
AA 7 pm

21
Food Pantry

22
Disciple IV 9-11am
Finance 7 pm

23

24
CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICES
@ 7 and 10 pm

25
CHRISTMAS
DAY

26

27
Adult Studies 9
Worship 10:15
Fellowship 11:15
AA 7 pm

28

29

30

31
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Corner of South & Main Sts
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Altar Guild
Rep: Joan Organ
Alternate: Marie Rich

