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Pastor’s Message 
 
Greetings friends of the Trumansburg United Methodist Church! Summer 
is fully upon us and creation is basking in the sun in the midst of the lovely 
Finger Lakes. On a hot summer day in July, I took a walk through the 
nearby Taughannock Falls State Park when I came across a set of trees by 
the lakeside. Deep roots held up trunks branching towards the heavens. 
The trees stood like choir members with arms and faces raised towards 
the heavens. As I watched the wind blow through the grove, their green 
twigs and leaves fluttered like fingers waving towards the sky. The sight of 
the trees reaching towards heaven struck me as absolutely holy. 

Do I believe others saw the trees in the same way? Not really. My nearby 
kids were more concerned with each other than the trees around us. 
While my youngest appeared to enjoy the moment, my elder kids seemed 
to be off in their own worlds. 
 
Perspective and awareness change the way we see the world around us. 
In these strange times, it is important to remember that we each have a 
perspective. Someone concerned with COVID-19 may have a different 
perspective on a subject like the church’s reopening than their neighbor. 
A person who has experienced racial injustice may have a different 
perspective on current events than their neighbor. Perspective literally 
affects the ways we see the world and challenges around us. 

Continued on Page 2…. 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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A Special Thank You to a Wonderful Church Family 

From Dick and Chris Peterson 
 

 Chris and I continue to be overwhelmed and truly blessed by the outpouring of love and 
hope as we deal with Chris’s illness.  Our journey of faith is truly enhanced by the support we 
have received and continue to receive from our church family.  Many in our church family 
have gone through similar difficult and disruptive challenges.  Now Chris and I can fully 
understand that this church family is incredibly special.  

 Chris faces many difficulties each day, but her faith doesn’t diminish.  She receives cards 
and notes which make her laugh, which is good, while others make her cry tears of love 
because of the uplifting messages.  We receive many phone calls, which also mean very much.  
Chris can’t talk on the phone right now, but I know she will want to catch up to all of those 
callers!   Many forms of help have come our way, and we want you all to know how much your 
prayerful support holds us up.  Early on, Chris tried hard to express her thankfulness.  Right 
now, she is not able to do that, but her heart feels the love and support each of you send her 
way.  We don’t know what her treatments at Roswell will do, but their goal is to bring her 
cancer under control and return her to a quality life if possible.  We accept God’s will through 
all of this, but you must know that we cannot imagine going through this without all of you at 
our side.  We have loved this church and congregation since 1995, and we can’t wait until we 
can all be together in church again. 

 Rev. Jeff has shared his prayers and concerns, and Pastor Natalie provided numerous 
uplifting messages.  We deeply appreciate Rev. Rob’s meaningful words in prayers, and we 
look forward to being able to thank everyone in person. 

 Thank you and God Bless you all. 

As I have begun my pastorate here in T’burg, I have done my best to be aware that this is 
anything but a normal situation. From the very first day in this position I have made it my goal 
to listen rather than to tell, to try to understand rather than seek to be understood, and to 
collaborate rather than dictate. Perspective changes how a person views things and your 
perspectives matter deeply in these conversations.  
 
I also want to be clear about my own belief. I believe that at the very moment you read this, 
the trees are waving their branches to the divine song. It is not always easy to see where God 
is working in these moments, but God is at work in us and around us. I invite you to look at 
the “trees” in our lives. Are they swaying to the divine breeze? 
 
I pray you will have patience as I seek to lead with wisdom in unprecedentedly strange times. 
May God bless us all as we seek to live into community and the future together. 
 
In peace, 

Pastor Rob Dean 

...Continued from Page 1 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Being Good Stewards of our Church... 
Submitted by Mary Jamison and Julie Messenger 
 
 As some of you may already know, Mary Jamison and Julie Messenger (Treasurer), and Judi 
Eastburn have been “cleaning” out/sorting through things in the Administrative Assistant’s office 
before we hire a new person.  A good cleaning was needed!  Beth Organ resigned in early March 
to take a full time job at Kinney Drugs and this coincided with the start of the Pandemic, therefore, 
we were unable to think about hiring until now.  We’d like to take this opportunity to once again 
thank Beth for her efforts on TUMC’s behalf.  However, with Pastor Rob starting in our midst on 
July 1, 2020, it is now time to fill that position.  The Staff/Pastor/Parish/Relations/Committee is 
working on a new job description and hopefully getting ready to advertise that job soon.  In re-
arranging files, etc., the church “mail boxes” will be placed outside of Pastor Rob’s office, on top 
of the free standing book case.    Also, your help with keeping the office free of unnecessary 
clutter is needed – please resist the temptation to put something in there if you don’t know where 
it needs to go.  Ask Mary, Julie or Judi, please – we’ll try to help.  FYI, Bazaar items are stored 
under stairwell on right side of foyer as you enter the church.  Some shelves, to be labeled, may 
house items for other groups in the church – e.g. Missions/Outreach, etc.   Thanks for your 
patience while this all takes place. 
 As Mary and Julie went through the supplies already in that office, they became more and 

more aware of the many duplications of equipment/supplies that were in there, and perhaps 

wasted money over many years.  As Treasurer, and her concern for the unnecessary buying that 

has taken place, Julie is asking that in the interim, no further purchases of ANYTHING that TUMC 

will be asked to pay for, especially office supplies, be made without consulting her FIRST.   Once 

Mary and Julie finish cleaning and sorting, all office supplies will be on the shelves or in the copier 

room, and/or a listing of where other items can be found will be posted on the bulletin board in 

the office.  For example, three ring binders are stored in the room where the tables/chairs are 

stored, and Sunday School supplies can be found in the basement.  With little effort, it will be 

obvious what supplies we have.  We need to use existing supplies before re-ordering.  Normally 

the Administrative Assistant and/or the pastor are the ones who order these items, but there are 

times when others in the church have a need for these supplies.  This is not saying we’re short of 

money, but we still need to be careful with our spending habits, and to try and stay within our 

budgeted amounts.  We appreciate all of the thoughtful and good work done by so many in this 

church, and hope that all will cooperate in this effort.  Thank you and God bless you for your help 

in being good Stewards of our resources. 
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Introductions from the Dean Family... 
 
Hello Everyone!  First of all, I want to Thank You all - truly - for the warm 
welcome you´ve given our family.  It´s never an easy task to move into a new 
Church and community, but to see how you are creating space for us in your 
lives is such a blessing to me.  I was asked to share a bit about myself and 
Hope, so here´s a bit of a snapshot!  (Grace & Joy will introduce themselves!) 
 

Hope is an energetic 2-1/2 year old who loves being outside, riding her bike, 
and helping.  Hope spends most of her day playing games like Hide & Seek 
and watching the wildlife in our yard.  Hope especially likes playing with 
water; she spends a lot of time playing in the small pool we have, ¨watering¨ plants, and we are 
planning some ¨creek walking¨ expeditions at Taughannock State Park. 
 

When I´m not keeping track of kids and unpacking boxes (which we´ve almost mastered!), I enjoy 
crafting, reading, and exploring new places.  I have done many things over the years including 
living in Japan for almost 2 years, earning my M.Div. at CRCDS in Rochester, teaching CPR/First Aid 
and Mental Health First Aid courses, making hundreds of cards and (most recently) cloth masks, 
and folding over 1,000 paper cranes.  I have a good sense of humor and (as much as I love my 
family) I have found that I thrive best when I have a creative outlet where I can work with other 
people towards a common goal. 
 

I was recently approved for Ordination in the United Church of Christ, and 
have discerned Godś Call to Caroline Valley Community Church - I´ll be filling 
pulpit with them for the next few weeks before I begin working as their 
Pastor on August 1st.  I began this process of discernment many years ago, 
and itś always been a question of ¨where¨ God was calling me, not ¨If.¨  
 

Thank you, again, for all that you´ve done to help us with this transition - the 
work you´ve done on the parsonage, the meals and gift cards, the help 
unpacking, being willing to answer our many questions - ¨Thank You!¨ seems 
insufficient to express my appreciation, but it will have to do for 

now.    Blessings, Kayti 

From Joy… 
 

Hi! My name is Joy Dean, and I am excited to be here! I have a diagnosis 
of ADHD. My mother, Kayti, says it´s my superpower. ADHD is a diagnosis 
that I was born with, and some of the signs are impatience, extra energy, 
and a (a bit) lack of focus. I enjoy sewing, pottery, crafting, making things, 
exploring, getting out in nature, making music, hiking, reading, playing 
with toys (mostly my TY´s) and living dangerously. Especially living 
dangerously in nature. I love all animals, but I´ve never learned 
completely how to ride horses. I also enjoy meditating, praying, and 
singing. Me and my best friend, Joyanna, go to Sky Lake Camp every year and learn about God. I 
was born January 23, and like to have sleepovers, cake and tea.  I can´t wait to meet everybody! 
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From Grace:... 
 
My name is Grace Dean. I like listening to music, reading, drawing, 
and riding my bike. I play a variety of sports, including lacrosse, 
soccer, some basketball, and street hockey. I played percussion for 
my last school, and am hoping to do so again this year.  I hope to 
see you soon. 
 

Finance report… 
Submitted by Eileen Collins, on behalf of the Finance Committee 
 

Thank you for being there – contributing your time, talents, and monetary donations. Due to 
your steadfast contributions, we have remained financially stable since the mandatory church 
closure. We ask that you continue to contribute to our church as we progress forward.  
 

Our future is full of uncertainties. When will we be able to worship again in our sanctuary? How 
will we cope with the inevitable changes which will occur? How can we extend our Christian 
message beyond our building walls? What part will technology play? Am I ready for this change?  
The Finance Committee has few answers, but we know that nothing will be accomplished by 
individuals alone, it will take the whole church. We as a church, can accomplish anything with 
God’s guidance.  
 

We have been given some extra time to contemplate, reflect and pray, but the time has come to 
act and recommit ourselves. Demands on our resources have been minimal up to now. As we 
revive our communal church life, we will need to muster all our church resources to reach out 
and see what new possibilities may exist for us.   
 

You are probably aware that that you have not received your quarterly individual financial 
statements. To economize, it was decided to forgo the quarterly statements. However, if you 
need to ascertain where you are in your financial donations, please contact the church; either 
leave a phone message or email tumc@ottcmail.com, and we will get your statement to you  
(Editor’s note:  I do try to check the phone messages once per day as well as the email). Also, if 
you need to know where you stand with your Capital Campaign donations, let Judi Eastburn 
know.  Those donations can also be sent to the church address).   
 

Please continue to mail in your pledges and contributions to:  TUMC, P.O. Box 628, 
Trumansburg, NY  14886.  Alternately, you can drop them off at the church (in the financial 
secretary box)  if you have a key.  It is a good excuse to meet Pastor Rob if he happens to be in 
his office.  If you would like to consider establishing an electronic fund transfer to the church 
account, please contact me and I will let you know how this can be 
arranged.  
 

Above all, continue to pray for each other, for our church, community, 
nation, and the world. Remember prayer is our internet connection 
with God.     

mailto:tumc@ottcmail.com
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Practice of Lectio Divina..  Shared Reading List... 
Submitted by Cheryl Hine 
 

On Sunday, June 28, I had the joy, honor, and new experience of 
leading us in worship with the Zoom technology.  I give special thanks 
to Mary Ochs and Judi Eastburn for their guidance and help as I was 
designing the worship service.  I patterned the service and my meditation around the prayer 
practice of Lectio Divina, using scripture from Matthew 10: 41 – 42.  After leading us through Lectio 
Divina on that Sunday, several people asked if there were books I could suggest so that you may 
read about and explore Lectio Divina and other prayer practices on your own.  So I have created a 
short “Favorite Read” list of authors and books---individuals and books that started me on my 
personal soul journey, and continue to teach me and guide me.  I have read several of these books 
more than once and I always learn something new every time I read the books again.  So here is a 
book list to get you started…..   
 

“Learning to Walk in the Dark” by Barbara Brown Taylor.  This book was the first one I read that 
introduced the idea of seeking spiritual direction.  I learned the difference between spiritual 
direction and counseling.  It is easy to read, and the author was an Episcopalian priest who also 
sought spiritual direction beyond her role as a priest.  
 

“The Dark Night of the Soul” by Gerald G. May, M.D.   Do not let the title of the book turn you off.  
The expression, “dark night of the soul,” is a phrase that is commonly used to describe the process 
of letting go of what we want to control, accepting the ways we are vulnerable, and then 
discovering freedom and our identity.  “The Dark Night of the Soul” does a great job of introducing 
Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross, two sixteenth century mystics who were friends and whose 
divine inspirations continue to influence contemporary meditative life.  In fact, it was John of the 
Cross who first used the phrase “dark night of the soul.”  Using their insights, Gerald May leads us 
through a way of converting difficult times into events that are filled with grace.   
     As a side note, Gerald May was a psychiatrist who worked closely with people struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction.  When he introduced spiritual disciplines to his patients, it made all the 
difference in the world to those people and their recovery efforts.  Another one of his books, 
“Addiction and Grace,” describes those experiences and the spiritual lessons for us. 
 

There are two books which are good resources for spiritual practices in general, and they both 
include a chapter on Lectio Divina.  One of the books is “Sacred Rhythms” by Ruth Haley Barton.  
And the other book is “Catching Fire Becoming Flame” by Albert Haase.  I first learned about these 
resources from Rev. Nancy Dibelius, the Assistant Director of Vital Congregations in our Upper NY 
Conference.  She was also a mentor when I was a student in the 2-year Tending the Soul program. 
 

There are two authors who are very prolific writers and I encourage you to explore their books.  
Those two authors are Joyce Rupp and Henri Nouwen. The Cokesbury website carries many of their 
books and the website offers good descriptions of each book.  I am not suggesting a particular book 
by either one of these authors because it is difficult to do so when all their writings are so profound.  
I have used Joyce Rupp’s book, “Fresh Bread and Other Gifts of Spiritual Nourishment” for personal 
devotions.  I have been drawn to many of Henri Nouwen’s books, beginning with “The Way of the 
Heart.”  With these two authors, choosing a book depends on what you feel you need to focus on in 
your life. 

Continued Top of Page 7... 
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A Note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 

 This has been a different and challenging year for all of us, but with 
God’s help we will get through this and become stronger.   
 
 Like most church committee activities, the Trustees have not held regular meetings, 
but I think you all realize that work continues where necessary.  The parsonage remodeling has 
been covered in Carol’s E-news and through other communication channels.  Cal Organ led a 
wonderful effort of completely refurbishing the entire parsonage interior.  It was a task that would 
have been very difficult to do if the house was occupied, but we were given a nice long window to 
get the work done while it was empty.  I know that Cal spent countless hours working  there over a 
period of months.  Everything is freshly painted, there are new carpets where necessary, a new 
kitchen with a more workable design, and replacement of some appliances that were well past 
prime.  Les Eastburn helped Cal with much of the painting.  Joe Sibley spent time masking before 
painting, which is not a small task in that house.  Peter Cooke lent his ideas and time to the job, 
including helping to install the new kitchen cabinets.  Mike Organ was also able to help his Dad 
with some of the tasks requiring extra hands.  Bill Grove pitched in hauling stuff away, helping Rev. 
Jeff get the Mini out of the garage and taken to its new home in Lansing.  When the Dean’s 
delivered the children’s outdoor playset to the parsonage, Bill noticed it needed to be re-stained, 
and he did that.  Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.  If I left off any names, it was 
unintentional.  Because of Cal’s work and guidance, we saved many thousands of dollars for all of 
the work completed.  God bless you, Cal, and everyone who was able to lend a hand. 
 

 As the church ponders how and when we will reopen, the Trustees will be working on the 

building disinfection and preparation for a new church experience.  I thank our wonderful 

Trustees, and this ever supportive congregation.  I hope we can all worship together soon. 

A book by Joan Chittister, “Wisdom Distilled from the Daily,” is a book that describes the 
Benedictine Rule of Life. I referenced this book often when, in 2019, I offered the Growing with 
God spiritual retreats in our church.  I love the Benedictine spirituality and I have at least 20 post-
its marking pages in this book!  As it states in Chapter 1, “Benedictine spirituality is good news for 
hard times.  It teaches people to see the world as good, their needs as legitimate, and human 
support as necessary.  Benedictine spirituality doesn’t call for either great works or great denial.  It 
simply calls for connectedness.  It shows us how to connect with God, with others, and with our 
inmost selves.” (page 4).  The book describes various prayer disciplines, including Lectio Divina, and  
how to take out to the world the messages we receive from God while in prayer and meditation. 
 

In closing, I remember that our Pastor Rob, during his message on July 12, mentioned Rev. Elaine 
Heath.  I encourage you to also explore her writings.  She is one of our current theologians and 
spiritual guides, and she is connected with Duke University Divinity School.  I think these book and 
author recommendations will be a good start as you begin to explore contemplative prayer 
practices.  If you have questions or want to talk more about spiritual practices, feel free to call me 
(387-6565) or send me an e-mail (chine@twcny.rr.com).  May you always feel God’s loving grace as 
you learn the prayer practices that began centuries ago and continue to bless our lives.     

...Continued from Page 6 

mailto:chine@twcny.rr.com
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Have we thanked you lately? Most folks know that the Food Pantry has 
been allowed to continue at the church throughout this pandemic, 
because we're one of those essential services. Our volunteers have 
remained steady, although some are taking a break for a while. Sadly, 
we've also lost our CARS volunteers for the time-being. But, we have 
gained teachers and students, and the area church volunteers have 
been great. 

 
I was thinking the other day that we always make time to thank our contributors, our donors, 
our team, and our volunteers, but I don't know if we've thanked the TUMC lately! Especially 
now. We think we've been good stewards of the building, although we've taken advantage of 
the building being closed and have left some of our operation up in the Fellowship Hall.  We're 
ready and able to tidy up quickly when the TUMC re-opening team gives us the heads up. 
 
If you'd like to read about what the Food Bank of the Southern 
Tier has been doing during the pandemic, click HERE (on the 
online version) for their Summer 2020 newsletter, "The 
Harvester."   Or you can go to our website:  
Trumansburgumc.org/food_pantry_news_notes and click on 
“The Harvester”.   
 
Thanks, TUMC!  
Carol Grove 

Mission and Outreach (M&O) 
 
Most of our work these past several months has involved blessing folks financially. We helped 
two families. The financial help was just what they needed. It was a big encouragement to 
them. And we received a blessing as well- to be used by God. 
 
Remember our Loads of Laundry mission project? Recently we donated extra laundry supplies 
to Second Wind Cottages for the residents to use. We were glad to see the supplies go to a 
good cause. The men there were happy to have them! Win-win!! 
 
Got an idea? Bring it on! Our work is limited by time, energy, ideas, finances and God’s 
leading. BUT, once we get an idea, God blesses us with the other resources. So, let’s all work 
to see what God will do in us and through us.  
 
And, thanks for continuing to support this work through your tithes and offerings! 
  
Yours in Christ,  
Ronda Ketcham for Mission and Outreach  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/2020_06_harvester_l.pdf
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Dear Trumansburg UMC Church Family, 
 

I am deeply touched and grateful for all of your beautiful cards, kind 
words, gracious expressions of appreciation, including colorful 
growing things to remind me of you! 
 

The time as your interim pastor was a great gift to me, a sign of God’s amazing grace and I 
suspect, an affirmation of God’s endless sense of humor.  I'm honored to have served TUMC 
during a unique transition, in the company of so great a cloud of seekers, witnesses and saints. I 
trust that the future will reflect your great love of God, love for each other and desire to share 
God’s blessings with folks beyond church walls. In all of these ways, you are truly the givers and 
the gift. 
 

I’ll be with you in Spirit, praying for your ongoing adventures in ministry, one cracked pot to 
beloved others!   
 

Notes From the Editor… 
 

I have to say it feels good to get back to some sense of normalcy and that comes from actually 
doing a full newsletter again after it seems like much time has passed.  We are certainly living in 
different times.  I have to say the response to my call for articles has been almost overwhelming 
which warms my heart.  They were, in fact, so overwhelming that I have cut this issue at 10 pages 
and have three articles left over for our next issue in September.  I really wanted to write up an 
article thanking so many for all they have done to help get us through this pandemic time when our 
beautiful church has been closed but it will wait until next time but know that we all appreciate so 
much all that is being done to keep us connected in new ways and some old ways, and of course, all 
that has been done to get ready for our new Pastor, Rob.   
 
Church committees are now meeting again regularly either on zoom or by email/telephone.  The 
reopening committee is busy working on the possibilities of getting back into our sanctuary but we 
have agreed to take it slow.  We have many in our congregation who have let us know they won’t 
be ready to come back yet.  Many have underlying conditions that prevent them from feeling 
comfortable in going out anymore than is necessary.  We are now working on more technological 
advances so that we may be able to have our services on some type of web broadcast as well as in 
the sanctuary and lots needs to be done to get our sanctuary ready and cleaned, etc.  In the 
meantime, if your committee group or any group meets in our church, please be aware that you 
need to sanitize whatever area you have used (tables/chairs, etc.) after your gathering, and your 
gathering needs to be small in numbers and socially distanced.  If you let me know about meetings, 
I will be sure to put them on our online calendar so you can see when people might be using the 
church.  
 

So, until next time…………...it’s so good to be back with the news……..  Judi 
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Join our Worship Service on Zoom Sundays at 9:15 am.   
To Join go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the 
front page to go to the zoom link for worship; or if you are 
viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

