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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
607-387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional Mes-
sage Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM in person and on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM in person and on zoom 

April 2022 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

Dear friends, 
 

Holy Week and Easter are nearly here. We have spent the Lenten 
season following Christ towards Calvary. The journey of Christ 
towards Golgotha occurred long ago, but we have spent the season 
remembering what Christ has done through the lens of the 
Beatitudes. As we cast our imagination back, we follow Christ 
through the very valley of the shadow of death so that we might 
journey with Christ through the joy of His resurrection and the 
abundance of His exaltation. 
 

As Easter and Holy Week draw near, we hope that you will join us 
throughout Holy Week. On Palm Sunday, we have been invited to 
join with other churches in the Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) to 
take a walk with our palms before worship. While the exact time has 
not been set in stone, we will be starting our walk at The Church of 
the Epiphany on Palm Sunday bright and early!  
 

Throughout Holy Week there are many opportunities to connect 
with the holy story. Several area churches including Jacksonville UMC 
will be having a service for Holy Thursday. On Good Friday, we have 
invited other churches in the area to join us at Noon for a Good 
Friday service. First Baptist will be hosting the SonRise Service at 
Taughannock State Park at 6:30 AM, and each of our churches will be 
celebrating Easter with joy across the community. Bells will ring, joy 
will fill the earth, and hopefully peace will fall upon the world as we 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave. 
 

We hope that the rest of your Lent and the beginning of Eastertide 
fill your life with faith, hope, and love. The world is a topsy-turvy 
place, but through Christ we have hope through even the darkest 
moments. Let us prepare to celebrate Easter together! 
 

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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On the Global Methodist Church Schism 

Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

 Friends, it has been announced that a large number of churches will be leaving the United 
Methodist Church on May 1, 2022 to create a new denomination known as the “Global Methodist 
Church.” On Monday, March 14th, 2022, the clergy of the Finger Lakes District had an opportunity 
to sit with our Bishop, Mark Webb, for two hours in order to have conversation about everything 
from the Ukraine Crisis and UMCOR, the stress of the pandemic, and the Global Methodist 
Church.  At that conversation, we were given a vision for how the Global Methodist Church may 
come to be. 
 First, this is not a schism as made tidy by a resolution or change to the Book of Discipline 
approved by the General Conference of the UMC. There will not be local votes as requested by 
the Conference of the General Conference because this is not a process that is going through 
approved channels. If a church or Annual Conference decides to hold a vote, then the vote might 
take place, but there is no requirement to break away from the United Methodist Church. All 
churches joining the Global Methodist Church are effectively surrendering their membership in 
the United Methodist Church and it is up to the General Conference, each Board of Trustees from 
the applicable Annual Conference, and ultimately the body of the applicable Annual Conference 
to decide whether or not to invoke the trust clause on their property and assets. John Wesley 
specifically designed the trust clause to keep schisms from occurring, so there is precedence for 
the trust clause being invoked in these cases. The hope from Bishop Webb is that people will act 
with grace so that there is amicable parting instead of non-consensual seizing of assets. I think 
everyone wants to avoid the bad press and bad feelings that would be created by such an action. 
 Second, since the Global Methodist Church has not been recognized as a body by the United 
Methodist Church in any way, clergy cannot transfer their membership to that church. Clergy will 
have to surrender their ordination credentials and be recredentialed by the Global Methodist 
Church if they wish to serve within that denomination. As such, the Global Methodist Church will 
have to create their own policy and methodology to credential clergy who once served within the 
United Methodist Church but are no longer considered clergy. This has some repercussions when 
discussing clergy pensions, but ultimately is a bigger issue in that it creates a point of tension 
between clergy, the clergy and their former United Methodist conference, and between clergy 
and their new Global Methodist Conference. 
 Third, Bishop Webb did clearly state that he plans to serve until one of two things happen. 
The Book of Discipline states that each bishop must change conferences after 12 years of service, 
so in 2024 Bishop Webb is required to move and we will receive a new bishop regardless of 
anything that occurs between now and 2024. The first possibility is that Bishop Webb continues to 
serve us throughout this change until his reappointment in 2024. The second option is that things 
become too painful for the Conference and Bishop Webb as he seeks to guide us forward. At that 
point, Bishop Webb may choose to reevaluate matters with the help of the Episcopacy 
Committee, the NEJ College of Bishops, and the Council of Bishops of the entire UMC. Again, the 
key phrase I took away from the conversation is that the future is nebulous.  
 In the end, the future is somewhat murky at this point. The whole way forward is nebulous 

as there is no clear path forward which has been designed with a hope for peace and grace. I hope 

that you will join in prayer with me this April as we wait to see what comes in May. 
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Special Dates 

 
• Holy Week, April 10-17, 2022 

• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10, 2022 

• Maundy Thursday, April 14, 2022  
• Good Friday, April 15, 2022 (Service, noon at TUMC) 

• Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022 
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 27, 2022 

Some Upcoming Local 
Events 
 
Joining the Conversation 
An Interactive Celebration of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Sunday, April 3 
2-4 PM 
Trumansburg Conservatory of Fine Arts 
Free Event 
See Poster on the left 
 
Palm Sunday Walk (TAC is still  
working out the details) 
Sunday, April 10 
Time:   TBD (Watch for it) 
Location:  Church of Epiphany 
 
Easter SonRise Lake Service 
Sunday, April 17 
6:30 AM 
Taughannock Falls State Park, North Point 
Hosted by the First Baptist Church,  
Rev. Dennis Christensen                 

Note From the Editor… 
 

Just a quick note to say Happy Easter to you all!  We are so blessed to have our church family!  It 
seems every time I turn around I see so many of you doing so many things at our church.  Thank 
you all for all you do!   
 
I know I keep saying I will have some finance updates but I find I never have room.  Soon I 
promise!  We meet this coming Tuesday so I will have more updates after that meeting.  We do 
have a new computer for our finances (the old one was running really slow).  Thanks to an 
anonymous donor for that and a newer monitor was also donated!  So until next time…….Spring 

is here…… let’s enjoy!    
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Mission and Outreach News and Notes 
 

We would like to thank you very much for your generous donations 
of cake mixes, frosting, candles and gift bags. At our meeting on 
Monday, March 14, we were able to prepare 45  Celebration Bags 

with the items you donated. Then, on Monday, March 21st, we 
will be distributing the Celebration Bags to the food pantry 
guests at TUMC. We are so excited to see their happy faces. Be 
on the lookout for pictures on E-news!! 
 

Mission and Outreach  continues to reach out with visitations, 
cards, phone calls, as well as other projects.   
 

Yours in Christ, 
Ronda Ketcham, for M&O 

A Note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson, Chair 
 
According to the calendar, Spring is just five days away.  I hope we will soon see the last of 
winter snow, but this is upstate New York, so who knows.  Rest assured, Spring will come and 
along with it the opportunity to look at our church properties and clean up what winter leaves 
behind.  The Trustees will likely plan a spring clean-up day, and those of you who enjoy such 
activities will be welcome to join us.  It’s amazing what an ambitious group of people can do in 
two hours on a Saturday morning.  Watch for an announcement in the church bulletin, eNews, 
and any other place we communicate with one another.   
 
We have been fortunate not to have had any heating system failures or other issues this 
winter.  When we had that wind and heavy rain a week ago, we did have some water come 
into the basement right by the stairwell.  It was not evident where the water came from, but 
we will keep a careful eye out for continuing problems.  Sometimes, excessive ground water 
can push its way through basement floors.  Thanks to Bill Grove for following up on the water, 
and fixing a broken hallway light fixture while he was at it. 
 
This is a short note this month.  We want you to put May 14th on your 
calendar.  The Trustees will have a chicken barbecue and we hope our 
champion pie makers will support a pie sale to go along with the chicken.  
As always, we will begin selling pies at 9 AM and the chicken should be 
ready by 11:30 AM.  If you want to have a good time, you are welcome to 
join us around the barbecue pit or we always need people to help with sales 
and clean-up.  Let’s all pray for a sunny May Saturday and a successful 
event. 
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 Maybe someone else wrote a note, but I can’t turn away from reminding others about this 
grave need. I don’t know what each church member’s politics are, but it’s impossible to watch 
the news without crying. How can the number of deaths keep rising without direct action 
from the rest of the world?  
 Okay, there is a huge danger (from the news we get), in escalation to a major war, possibly 
nuclear, but how can all the Nations be held hostage by this, while thousands of innocent 
people are dying?  I am not a politician and don’t have any answers, only compassion and a 
lessening hope as each day passes. 
 On the UM News Daily Diary, via VIMEO, I was able to meet & hear a Methodist pastor-
Vanderweif Volodymyr- who spoke about the need “to cry with those who are crying”.  Okay, 
I can easily do that! His church has offered their building as a temporary “home” for families 
passing thru on their escape from their homes in Ukraine, to an unknown place with safety & 
freedom. He asks for prayer for food/safety/water and shelter for Ukrainian people, as well as 
requests to God and other Christians, for prayers for the emotional need support and monies 
for travel. 
 The Pastor Volodymyr notes that this travesty can be seen as an opportunity to “help peo-
ple meet Jesus for hope and as an opportunity to preach the gospel”. I’m afraid that I have a 
hard time believing, that the God I believe in, would use war & starvation to recruit more 
Christians…but it may be a way for us to reach out to the “poor” and “needy” during this Len-
ten season. 
 Just a reminder of the available ways we can help: 

Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

• By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 
• By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written 

on the memo line, either mailed and addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. 
Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 or given at or through any United Methodist church. 
One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 
 

      In peace & love 
           Pat Love   

PEACE FOR UKRAINE 2022 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
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A Word of Gratitude 
 

Friends, I wanted to take a moment to say how very grateful I am on 
a personal level for all of the loving compassion that people have 
shown me over the past few months. Easter is a season of 
resurrection and victory over death. There are days when my 
personal situation of going through a divorce and not being with my 
kids is very difficult. Life can be really confusing when you are trying 
to balance the words of the scriptures, the nudging of the Spirit, and 
the advice of attorneys. The kind notes, the listening ears, and the 
way people pray for me means the world to me. Even if things 
continue to look less than ideal over the short term, I believe that God will be there for me and 
my family throughout whatever comes. I believe this because I see God’s loving faithfulness in 
your lives. Thank you for being the church in my life. There is life after death and there is hope 
after hopelessness. 
 

Continuing “Visio Divina” after Lent 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

Friends, a few of you have joined me in participating in the #RethinkChurch Lenten Photo-A-
Day campaign this Lenten season. Each day we take a word, select a photo or picture that 
embodies that word, and spend time with that photo. Ideally, we engage in Visio Divina, which 
is a process you can learn about on the Upper Room Website: https://www.upperroom.org/
resources/visio-divina. 
 

What do we do after Lent? Whither do we go when the journey together has come to an end? 
I have some suggestions: 

• Take a word for each week and contemplate one picture of many pictures around 
that word. A great place to start would be to spend time with the fruit of the Spirit 
in Galatians 5:22-23. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control are each great places to wander and pray as you 
contemplate the work of the Holy Spirit. 

• If you use a daily devotional, find a word or phrase that sticks out to you and use 
that as your prompt for vizio divina for the day. 

• Go to an art gallery in person or virtually and spend some time with a painting that 
moves your Spirit. Alternatively, find a local artist and find a piece of art to bring 
home while helping someone stay off the list of starving artists. 

• Find things to contemplate out in the world, especially as spring comes to pass. 

There are an amazing number of local parks and botanical gardens both in Ithaca 

and around the world. If Jesus spent time contemplating the birds and the flowers, 

we can follow in Christ’s footsteps by doing the same. 

https://www.upperroom.org/resources/visio-divina
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/visio-divina
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/visio-divina
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Reasons for Hope Found in the Finger Lakes’ Clergy Conversation with 
Bishop Mark Webb on March 14, 2022 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

There’s a whole new movement within the United Methodist Church! The #BeUMC campaign 
is coming out of UMCOMM (United Methodist Communications) to help churches to identify 
what is good, holy, and hopeful about the United Methodist Church as we move forward! 
There’s a world of new resources to help us celebrate what is great, inspire us to dream, and 
work together as a worldwide church in mission together! As many of you know, I enjoy using 
graphics and photography in ministry, so you will likely hear more from the #BeUMC 
movement! 
 

In 2021, only eight Conferences managed to pay their Shared Ministries in full. Just as our 
church has shared ministries (apportionments), our Conference has shared ministries that help 
to support our church around the world! Our Conference is one of the eight conferences 
around the globe who were faithful to our global connection by paying 100% of our shared 
ministries. We should be really proud that our shared ministries were used in a holy and 
responsible way to encourage our family around the world! 
 

The work of UMCOR in Ukraine and Russia is paying dividends in the lives of individuals who 
are facing an unparalleled crisis. Within Russia, UMCOR is working through an Italian bank in 
order to make certain that funds are being used to help the refugees that have left Ukraine to 
find safety in Russia with both oversight and in compliance with economic sanctions. Within 
Ukraine, local churches, ministers, and District Superintendents are working hard to use the 
funds to care for the people in need. It has also been confirmed that as of the middle of 
March, Bishop Khegay has managed to remain both out of jail (despite his public calls for 
peace) and in contact with the people of the United Methodist Church in Ukraine despite the 
challenges of connecting across a warzone and through very strong governmental censorship 
of communication. 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new
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We are now open to worship in the sanctuary and will also continue to  offer 
the Zoom worship option for those who cannot attend in person.  To get to 
the zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the front 
page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Altar Guild Rep.  April:  Pat Love, Paula Austic 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

