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Spiritual Harvest  

 
Trumansburg UMC 

Location: 
Corner of Main and South Streets  

PO Box 628,   

Trumansburg, NY  14886  

Email: tumc@ottcmail.com  

         

Editor: Judi Eastburn  
Email: jae2@cornell.edu 

  

Church phone: (607) 387-9024 
  

Prayer Chain Requests: 
387-6474 

Email: Alma78@ottcmail.com 
 
 

The Good Word, A Devotional 
Message Ministry:  

(607) 387-8202  
 

Pastor Robert “Rob” Dean  
 

Adult Sunday School 
9:00 AM on Zoom 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

10:15 AM on Zoom 

April 2021 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at 

www.Trumansburgumc.org  

Pastor’s Message 

F riends, Easter has come! This is a time of great joy in the life of the church. 
We are reminded that Christ is Sovereign over life and death! “Death has 

been swallowed up in victory! Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, 
is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:54b-55) 
 

As a people, this is a season of great hope. Jesus is alive and risen from the 
grave! As we celebrate during this season, we remember how John 14:3 tells us 
that Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. We celebrate that the binding 
chains of death have been broken and that our hope rests with our risen Savior 
who has not forgotten us. 
 

The world around us is chaotic: while there is hope, our world is still in the grips 
of a pandemic that has affected all of our lives. It may take years to help the 
least of these around the world to find a life without fear of this coronavirus. 
The path ahead of us may be long and there may be difficult days ahead, but 
let’s remember together as a community that it is right and acceptable to give 
thanks to God for the gift we have received through Jesus Christ.  
 

Let us never be so overcome by dread that we cannot find hope. Let us never 
be so weighed down by sorrow that we cannot spot joy. Let us never be 
consumed by grief to the point that we forget God’s promises. 2 Corinthians 4:7
-14 (NRSV) reminds us: 
 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that 
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, 
we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of 
Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, 
but life in you. 
 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 
scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we 
speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.  
 

We believe in God’s resurrection, so we speak. We believe that God will raise 
us with Christ, so we speak. We believe that we shall see the glory of God, so 
we speak. Let us share together the hope of the gospel and the resurrection 
this season.  
 

Happy Easter and may Life be at work in you,  

mailto:alma78@ottcmail.com
http://trumansburgumc.org/
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General Conference ..  2021/2022 
Submitted by Pastor Rob 
 

On February 22, 2021, the Commission on the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church announced that the already postponed session of the General Conference would be 
postponed for a second time to August 29 - September 6, 2022 and will still be held in 
Minneapolis. The meeting had originally been scheduled for May of 2020 and had been 
postponed until the fall of 2021 before this second postponement. 
 

On the same date, a special virtual session of General Conference has been set for May 8, 
2021 in order to fulfill the needed necessary legislation to keep the global church 
functioning. The purpose of that meeting is to gather, to suspend the rules to allow paper 
balloting, and then to raise the necessary questions to be voted upon by the General 
Conference delegates.  
 

Almost every item on the docket for the special session revolves around pandemic issues 
(e.g., allowing virtual gatherings in times of difficulty (war, pandemics, travel restrictions, 
etc.), changing the start date for bishops beginning a new appointment during times of 
difficulty, and the extension of financial instructions in the event of one of those difficult 
times). 
 

At this point there is no inclusion on the docket for any conversation around issues like 
LGBTQIA+ inclusion, the division of the denomination due to those conversations, or any of 
the more controversial matters before the General Conference. This decision limiting the 
docket has various groups advocating for the inclusion of specific pieces of legislation, but as 
of the middle of March, the Council of Bishops has called for a session that includes only the 
docketed items. 
 

As with any global issue, please consider the source of any information you might find on 
the global church before sharing it with others. Various special interest groups do delve into 
these issues regularly, but information from such sources should always be considered 
carefully and prayerfully. More information on this and other global church issues can be 
found from the official news agency of the United Methodist Church at umnews.org 
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Feeling down?  Need a lift?  Need to hear a friendly 
voice?     Call the Good Word, (607) 387-8202  

Special dates 
 

• Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
• Good Friday, April 2, 2021 

• Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 21, 2021 

Trumansburg Food Pantry 

 
Mark your calendars, please! 

Spring TUMC volunteers needed 
 

March 1, March 15, March 29, April 12, April 26 
8:00 AM – 12:30 PM; 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
As you know, we are no longer having customers enter the church. We are pre-bagging all food 
into paper bags, wearing masks, rubber gloves, using hand sanitizer, washing hands, and keeping 
socially distant.  Outside, we sign in our customers and our runners take the bags of food to their 
cars or carts.   
 
We have several regular volunteers, and many of those regulars are from the TUMC.  That means 
we’ll be looking for even more TUMC folks to help us out in March and April.  Look for more 
details about what we need in your e-News.  If you’re familiar with the program and simply want 
to volunteer for any and all jobs, please call Peg Benham (607-387-6980) or Carol Grove (607-
387-6128).  We’ll be thrilled to hear from you!   
 

Visit the TUMC website for additional information about the Food Pantry. 
http://trumansburgumc.org/food_pantry__news__notes__6073878260  

http://trumansburgumc.org/food_pantry__news__notes__6073878260
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  Easter Poem: An Octosyllabic Abecedarian Poem 

By Pastor Rob, March 2021 
 

Again, the Easter sun rises. 
Believers see the dawn of day. 
Crypt is empty of all decay. 
Dawn has brought wondrous surprises. 
 

Elation wars with fear and shock. 
Fitful tears fall from Mary's face. 
"Gardener" whispers fill the space. 
Hope at the heart begins to knock. 
 

In through the tears the word slides in 
Jerking thoughts from dark sorrow's door 
Kindly her name brings hope once more 
Lifting her eyes from doubt's loud din. 
 

"Mary" is heard. Jesus is seen. 
Longing arms reach out to take hold. 
"Not yet:" the message we are told. 
Our hands with hers would hold what's been. 
 

Patience we need as Christ goes on. 
Quickly she is told to spread news. 
"Return to those that I did choose. 
Share the Good News that life has won." 
 

"Trust not in holding on to this: 
Under my hands space will be made. 
Very soon you'll be in the shade 
When you enter God's house and bliss." 
 

Xeric cheeks without salty gleam. 
Your tears will then be but a dream. 
Zoom away and share God's new theme 
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A note from the Trustees….. 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 
 

 According to the calendar, Spring arrives next week.  That means lawn mowers and weed 
whackers will soon be disturbing the peace all over Trumansburg.  Let’s hope winter doesn’t 
come back again at the end of March.  It won’t take a lot of work to get the church lawn ready 
for another season of care. 
 Since the church has been used very little for the past year, there hasn’t been a lot work to 
do on the interior.  We did have  water leak into the basement stairwell several weeks ago.  At 
first it looked like ground water seeping into the foundation of the basement stairway, but now 
it seems more likely that the water seeps in along a crack between the stairwell structure and 
the south wall of the church.  Bill Gove has calked up the crack and we haven’t seen any new 
leakage.  However, John Hackett, our brick repair person told me he is aware of the crack.  He 
did patch it up last year, but the roof shingles on the stairwell structure need to come off so that 
permanent flashing can be installed to stop the potential for leaks in the future.  He will come to 
assess it in April.  It is not a big job. 
 The Trustees are discussing a number of repairs and updates to be addressed by priority in 
the near future.  Included are paving of the parsonage driveway, updating the small bathroom 
and making it more accessible, assessing interior painting needs, making sure our building 
accessibility is up to state standards as encouraged (required) by the Methodist Conference, and 
considering what we can do to improve the Fellowship Hall and kitchen floors.  
There is always something we need to do. 
 At our March meeting, it was decided to schedule a chicken barbecue and 
pie sale for May 22.   Save that date!  Of course this will depend on the 
pandemic continuing to improve, and our ability to do this safely.   
 Over the past several years we have completed many major building rehab 
projects.  It could have never happened with out the incredible support of this 
congregation.  We thank you very much for everything you do to allow these projects to be 
completed.  I also want to thank our great Trustees for their strong and continuing support of 
the needs of our church properties.  They are a great group.  Your current Trustees are: Cal 
Organ (Vice President), Joe Sibley (Secretary), Peg Benham, Bill Grove, Trudy VanOstrand, Jim 
Zifchock, Eric Hallman, and Steve Huber.  If you recognize them on the street (behind their 
mask), please give them a word of thanks.  I am pleased to be Trustee President, but this group 
requires no leadership. 

A Note from our TUMC friend, Vivien Rose… 
 

She  is excited to be moving back to Trumansburg area June 1st. She went 
to WA State a few years ago to be with relatives and kept up with TUMC 
news via the newsletter and email list. She is looking to buy or rent a 
home for herself: small house in Seneca County between T-burg and In-
terlaken would be ideal.  
 
Please contact Vivien with any opportunities at 607-280-6328 
or verose@lightlink.com 

mailto:verose@lightlink.com
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Capital Campaign Update …  Living our Faith, Serving the Future 
Submitted by Judi Eastburn 
 
Since we are in year 3 of our 2019-2021 Campaign, I thought it was time to give an update on 
where we are.  We have many who are fully paid up, and many who are paying yearly, some 
paying monthly and a few who owe a lump sum.  So far, of the $300,000 which was our goal, 
we have taken in $283,312.  This is fantastic news as we still have over half of year 3 to go and 
I anticipate we will take in close to, if not the entire, $300,000.   I will be sending out a mid-
year statement to those who still have a balance on their account, just for your information.  
We certainly understand, particularly in this time of COVID-19, that financial circumstances 
may have changed, and no one will be knocking at your door to collect.   
 
If at any time, you wish to know where your contributions stand, feel free to call me (607-279-
4280) or email (jae2@cornell.edu).   
 

This was such a successful campaign and all due to the generous spirit of our church and 

extended family!   Here is hoping we will soon be back enjoying our beautiful church in 

person!   

Notes from the Editor… 
 
First off, here are the results of the child photos from last issue.  Photo number 1 was Elly 
Zifchock, photo number 2 was Jack Darling, and photo number 3 was Cheryl Hine.  I had a lot 
of guesses either emailed or called in to me and 2 people had all three correct.  In one of the 
next issues, I will have a few more as there are still a few precious ones left to let you see.   
 
It’s now been a year since this pandemic started and I don’t know about you, but I’m really 
ready for it to be over!  I hope you are all able to get your shots as soon as possible.  My 
husband and I just had our second shot this week.  We are hoping to travel out to Santa Fe to 
see our daughter and family in May and to travel soon to NC to see our son and family.  It has 
been far too long since we have seen them in person!  Zoom has been great but in person is so 
much better!   Speaking of which, I hope to see all of you in person soon also!   
 
Watch for our special Maundy Thursday service, I believe on zoom, at 7 PM and our Good 
Friday service will be on YouTube.  Easter Sunday will also be on zoom.  By the time you read 
this, Palm Sunday will most likely be either happening very soon on zoom, or will have already 
taken place.  Thanks to Pastor Rob for all his wonderful ideas on our services, he is a pleasure 
to work with!   
 

For now, let me wish you a Happy Easter and a Happy Spring…until next time…        

mailto:jae2@cornell.edu
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For the safety of our congregation and staff we are back to worshiping on 
zoom only until further notice. Adult Sunday School at 9; Worship at 10:15.  
To join Zoom worship, go to Trumansburgumc.org and click the link on the 
front page; or if you are viewing this on-line, click Here.   

Be Safe 
Stay Healthy 

Wear Your Mask 

http://trumansburgumc.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4828/tumc_zoom_instructions_recurring_55_on.pdf

