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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message

From Lent to Easter
Palm Sunday is April 14th, followed by Holy Week. Then EASTER!,
April 21st.
So - we are still in the season of “Lent”. NO! That doesn’t mean
somebody borrowed something from you!
“Lent” comes from the old English “lencten” which means
“lengthen” or “spring”. Wow! Thus endeth the etymology lesson. And
I’m running out of quotation marks.
BUT - this gives me a very different view on what Lent is about. It’s
not about giving something up. It’s not about feeling badly about the
bad things we’ve done. It is about self examination. (I encourage you
to look up “the examen”. It is an excellent practice for all of our lives,
but especially for Lent.)
What Lent is really about is preparing ourselves for the new life that
is ours in the resurrected Christ. It is about preparing for Easter.
As the days get longer, light is returning to the world. As Spring comes
upon us, new life comes to the world. That is what Easter is about.
Light in darkness! Life in barrenness! That’s what we’re preparing for.
So we have the special opportunity in this season to take a look at
ourselves.
Where is the darkness in us that needs light? What is barren within
us that longs for new life?
What opportunities present themselves for US to shine light into
darkness? Where around us is barrenness that needs to hear the true
life is at hand in God’s grace?
A horse walks into a bar. The bartender says, “Why the long face?”
Lent is not about walking around with a long face. It IS about sweeping
out the cobwebs of our souls. It is the time for the Spring cleaning of
our spiritual selves.

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

A message from the Trumansburg Food Pantry
April 2019
The Trumansburg Food Pantry for the Town of Ulysses continues to successfully help many
families who are experiencing economic hardships and are struggling to provide food for their
families. The Trumansburg Food Pantry also supports The Food Bank of the Southern Tier’s
backpack program for Trumansburg Central School District students and maintains an
emergency phone hotline for residents who are in need of immediate food assistance.
Our fundraising campaign kicked off with the Empty Bowls Fundraiser event in March. If you
wish to contribute to the Trumansburg Food Pantry, send your contribution to the
Trumansburg Food Pantry, Box 162, Trumansburg, NY 14886 or make a donation to the United
Way and mark it for the Trumansburg Food Pantry.
Thank you,
The Trumansburg Food Pantry Steering Committee

Capital Campaign Update…
Submitted by Rev. Jeff
Our Capital Campaign continues to be a huge success and not only in the money that has been
pledged! Many folks who have donated or pledged have shared wonderful stories of their
memories. These are folks who either attended our church in years past, were married in our
church, or are children of past members. Previous pastors who once served our church and
members of their families have donated, not only dollars, but a sense of connection with this
building and this congregation. And, of course, the amazing response of our wonderful
congregation itself. It proves our building has been loved and worshiped in by many over the
years and will be here for generations to come!
To date, we have met and slightly exceeded our goal of $300,000 (which includes the $125,000
matching funds from the Burns estate) and our steering committee has concluded its work.
Thanks for all their hard work!
Additional gifts are still welcome as things always cost more than we expect. Pledge cards are
still available at the back of the church or by contacting the church office. As work is being done
on our church, both brickwork and windows, updates will be published.

Editor’s note: Please continue make sure you specify any payments to your campaign pledge by
either using the special cream-colored envelopes in the pews or otherwise making sure you
clearly mark things as Capital Campaign on the checks. Also, if at any time you wish to know
where you stand with your pledge, feel free to contact me, Judi Eastburn, jae2@cornell.edu, 607
-279-4280; and I can let you know what you have or have not paid to date.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7, 2019
• Holy Week, April 14-21, 2019
• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14, 2019
• Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019
• Good Friday, April 19, 2019
• Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 24, 2019

Editor’s Note: At this printing the TAC Holy
Week Services, ending with Easter services,
were not set yet. I am printing below the ones
that I know for TUMC and a couple where
details are still TBD, watch your e-news for
further info.







April 14th Palm Sunday Services at TUMC at 10:15 AM
Note: Palm Sunday Walk is TBD.
April 18th Maundy Thursday Service at TUMC at 7 PM
April 19th Good Friday Service is TBD. Most likely at either
TUMC or Jacksonville.
April 21 Easter Sunrise Service at 7 AM Taughannock North
Pavilion
April 21 Easter Service at TUMC at 10:15 AM

Page 3

Page 4

A Note from the Trustees…
Submitted by Dick Peterson
It’s a spring-like day, which is a reminder that our brick repair work will commence again in
mid-April (weather permitting). The brick repair contractor, John Hackett and his crew, will
be on-site until all of the work is completed. That includes the north exterior wall (front), the
west exterior wall (South Street side) and completion of the interior bell tower brick repairs.
They will be working for 1 to 2 months. As always, they will cause minimal disruption to our
church activities.
In May, we expect Serviente Glass Studios to begin work on our stained
glass windows. This process will last eight months or more. We look
forward to having our windows look like new again. Of the three
proposals we received to do the work, Tony Serviente’s rose to the top,
and we know he will do a high quality job.
We can complete all of this work because of the generosity of a wonderful and caring
congregation. We thank you all for your encouragement and financial support.
Each year, the village code enforcement officer inspects our church for fire and safety
violations. We are proud that there are seldom any issues or violations noted. Sometimes
violations are noted because they require proof of maintenance or other requirements for
which we were not aware. But even those issues are readily resolved, and we have once
again been given a clean bill of health. The Trustees can always use your help. If you ever see
a fire or safety hazard, please let us know so that we can take care of it. The more eyes we
have on our church facility, the better.
Finally, please mark your calendars for the annual spring chicken barbecue and pie sale.
Because of lagging sales on Mothers’ Day weekend, we have changed the date to May 18th.
We look forward to preparing Trumansburg’s best barbecued chicken and to make available
those incredible Methodist pies. Thank you pie bakers!!

Special Message from Rev. Jeff…
By the time you read this, you might have noted a change to our sign in the lawn. A
rainbow symbol with the words, “EVERYONE WELCOME” has been added. This is an attempt
to counteract the impact of the news coverage of the General Conference. While the changes
have little effect on our practice in the Trumansburg United Methodist Church, they have had
a powerful effect on the perception of the United Methodist Church in general. Although the
legal language in the Discipline has not changed our call to be in ministry to EVERYONE, my
LGBTQIA friends CLEARLY heard the message, “You are NOT welcome here.”
This addition to our signage does NOT mean that we are going to violate the Discipline or
do anything radical. It simply says that, despite what you may have heard, you are welcome
here, you are loved by God, and we will continue to love you as a child of God.
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Trumansburg Food Pantry, May and June 2019
Submitted by Peg Benham
Volunteers from our church are needed for only 3 distributions
during May and June. The dates assigned to our church this year
are: May 13th, June 3rd, and June 17th. The Food Pantry decided
not to have a distribution on Memorial Day, May 17 th.
Volunteers are needed from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm to help set up
tables, carry food from the basement, repackage food, work
behind the tables during the actual distribution (12:45 – 2:15) and help carry client boxes. We
need someone with a truck to pick up groceries and milk from the Shur-Save (contact Dot
Manheim for details), deliver boxes to Juniper Manor (May 13th and June 17th only) and to take
cardboard, bread flats and milk crates back to the Shur Save after the distribution. We also
need 2 people for the evening distribution 5:00 – 6:15 pm (great opportunity for a family to
help). We are currently serving 15-20 families at the evening distribution.

Our church must also be responsible for the Emergency Kitchen Cupboard for both May and
June. We need 3 or 4 people to check the Hot Line phone number daily for calls from clients
needing emergency food assistance (We rarely have calls, but it is a service we provide and it’s
an easy way to help for a 2 week period of time). Instructions are provided with the Hot Line
log book.
There will be a sign-up sheet next to the coffee hour calendar, listing the various jobs that
need to be filled. The Food Pantry is currently serving 70-80 families per distribution and your
help is greatly needed. Please consider signing up for this worthwhile ministry. If you are
unable to volunteer to work, remember your donations truly appreciated. If you are unable to
get to church to sign up or have any questions, please call Peg Benham (387-6980) or Dot
Manheim (387-6028). So, mark your calendars for May 13th, June 3rd, and June 17th. Thank
you and God bless you for lending a helping hand!

Implications of the decisions at General Conference..
Submitted by Rev. Jeff
Stay tuned. Right now there are many more questions than answers.
There should be some level of clarity by the end of April.
For now, PRAY!!!!
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FINANCIAL UPDATE – FIRST QUARTER 2019…
Submitted by Eileen Collins on behalf of the Finance Committee
MONTH
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

RECEIPTS
$7,266
$7,486
$6,707

BUDGET
$7,275
$8,500
$8,500

%
99.88%
88.08%
79.91%

The chart above summarizes the Sunday receipts received from Pledges, Contributors and
cash during our time of giving at morning worship and the electronic fund transfers for
January. Please be aware that the March total is incomplete as there are still three Sundays
left in this month as of this writing. Also, January includes advance pledges, which will not be
repeated for the rest of the quarter.
As you can see, we are slightly behind in receipts but there have been contributing factors
such as weather. There are also other receipts including memorial contributions, altar guild,
etc. which are not included. At this point the Sunday morning collection is supporting about
50% of our current operating budget.
The Finance Committee is concerned, but not alarmed, at the current trend. We all know
that there are seasonal fluctuations in our collections and our treasurer has accommodated
those in the projected monthly receipts. We know how faithful this church is in meeting their
financial commitments. Each of you has a special commitment for keeping our church
financially viable.
We are hopeful that with the investment of the rest of the Lester Burns Estate in an
endowment fund we will have a cushion, generated from the interest, to ameliorate any
unforeseen circumstances. The more money that goes into that fund, the greater income it
will generate, and the stronger we will be financially.
For a complete report of our financial situation, we urge you to check out the monthly
statements posted outside the Pastor’s office. Please ask questions of any financial committee
member and attend Council meetings for up-to-date information. With your help we are
strong, we are committed and we will weather the storm.

Editor’s Note…
As I write this, tomorrow is the first “official” day of spring and the Lenten season has
started so perhaps soon we shall see some flowers popping up and signs of renewal. I have
purposely kept this newsletter shorter than normal as there is little time to get this printed as
I will be away for a few days. The Kaplans who normally send this out are off on an extended
road trip, I believe they leave tomorrow. I wish them well and look forward to perhaps some
stories of their trip for the newsletter? David Raymond has stepped in to mail out the next
couple issues, so if you get a chance, thank him for this.
Since I am running out of room here, I want to take the time to wish each of you a blessed
Easter time and until next time………………………………….
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Please check the calendar for April on our web site or check
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times

Altar Guild Rep for March: Eileen Collins
Alt. Kay Cooke
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