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Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors

Pastor’s Message
Jesus’ Most Important Question
Christ is risen!!! Hallelujah!
I recently heard a very interesting and very powerful model of Jesus’ death
on the cross. (This from a lay person. I told you clergy don’t have exclusive
rights to theological insights!)
Consider this as one way to think about Christ’s ministry in the world:
Jesus came into the world as a lover seeking to be reconciled with his
lover. Instead of his love being returned, the beloved rejected him and
ultimately killed him. But that is not the end of the story. God’s
redemptive love CANNOT be defeated. The resurrected Christ comes to
forgive and restore. By God’s grace we are given a new heart to respond to
God’s love.
I have recommended the book Sex God by Rob Bell before. This book
brought into clear focus a way of experiencing God’s purpose - as
portrayed throughout the Bible and as experienced in my life. God is the
passionate lover wanting desperately to be loved back. That is why God
created us in the first place. Dust off your Bible and take a look at the book
of the prophet Hosea. Read it as an outcry from a betrayed husband. Go
ahead. I’ll wait.
So - What is the most important question Jesus asked?
In his appearance to his disciples after the resurrection Jesus asks Peter,
“Do you love me?” Imagine that! What God wants most from us is not
faith. It is not obedience. It is not “being a good person”. The one thing
God wants from us is to know that he (she/it/they) is loved back. The story
of Romeo and Juliet got nothin’ on this love story!
There’s a God who loves us - even when we least deserve to be loved!
There is a God who seeks us - even when we are unfaithful. There is a God
who would do anything to restore the loving relationship God wants to
have with us!
Jesus is the jilted lover. But he will not give up. He seeks to win our hearts,
to woo us back into a love affair that lasts throughout eternity.
Thanks be to God!

Color Version of Spiritual Harvest is available at
www.Trumansburgumc.org

PLEDGE REMINDER…
Submitted by Eileen Collins
For the past three weeks we have had pledge cards available on the back table and posted in our
weekly update on the Internet. The finance committee thanks those who have responded and
submitted a pledge (April—December). Individuals from various committees have spoken in Sunday
services of our immediate financial needs. However, pledging has fallen far short of what we need to
support our church and missions.
Pledging to the church is totally voluntary, should be done only after thoughtful, thorough
consideration, and always remains an estimate, which can be revised at any time. Why does the United
Methodist Church ask us to pledge? First of all, this is pleasing to God. It is a way to show our love to
him and perhaps to thank him for all he has given us.
This past Sunday I experienced a “God Wink” from a very young boy. He was sitting with his mother
and brother in the pew in front of me. When the collection plate was passed, his brother proudly
placed the family’s donation in the plate and the ushers moved on. This young lad had been
thoughtfully considering something in his hand and suddenly realized that he had not put his offering in
the collection plate. He seemed a bit agitated and I bent over and asked if I could help. He had wanted
to place one of his pennies in the collection but had waited a bit too long to make his decision. I offered
to take his penny if he liked and put it in the collection. He agreed and I hurried back to put it in the
collection plate. After the service I thanked him for his donation and explained that God truly loves a
cheerful giver. He showed me the rest of the pennies he had and offered one more. He explained that
he could not give me all of them because he needed them to buy something. Upon reflection, I realized
that God was sending us a message through this child. We all have things we need – shelter, food,
medical needs – the list goes on and on. God knows what we need. He only asks us to provide a small
portion of what he gives us, not for His needs but for the needs of His Church and others who depend
on His Church to provide for them. Should you tithe? That is for you to decide after thoughtful
consideration. It is not always possible when you live on a fixed income. Sometimes a few cents is all
you can provide. God understands.
Personally, I know pledging is a discipline for me. I pledge what I believe I can reasonably contribute
and if I am fortunate to give more, I will. Oddly enough, all my needs are met. (Not necessarily my
wants.) And yes, I have been privileged to be able to give a bit more.
Try pledging. You may like it.
Editors Note: I think of pledging this way, when you are paying your bills each month, you have a
certain income that you pay them from. Well, the church’s income is the pledge you give, your pledges
keep the electricity running in our church, the phone lines open for those in need, the paid staff who
help our church keep running and the many other bills that need to be paid, somewhat like you have to
pay your own bills. So the next time you give what you can, remember that you are helping to keep the
lights on and the phone lines open, etc.
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS

Special dates
• Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 25, 2018

A message from the Trumansburg Food Pantry
April 2018
The Trumansburg Food Pantry for the Town of Ulysses continues to successfully help many families
who are experiencing economic hardships and are struggling to provide food for their families. The
Trumansburg Food Pantry also supports The Food Bank of the Southern Tier’s backpack program for
Trumansburg Central School District students and maintains an emergency phone hotline for
residents who are in need of immediate food assistance.
During 2017, an average of 89 children, 190 adults and 77 senior citizens from 160 households
participated in the every other Monday free food distribution. There were 9 calls to the emergency
hotline and 31 children received backpacks from the Food Bank of the Southern Tier with support
from the Trumansburg Food Pantry.
We are holding our annual fundraiser during April and May. Please consider making a donation to
the Trumansburg Food Pantry. Our address is Box 162, Trumansburg NY 14886. A donation can also
be made to the United Way in support of the Trumansburg Food Pantry. Your donation could help a
friend, a child’s ability to focus in school, someone in your family, or a neighbor. By working
together, we can continue to combat hunger in our area.
Thank you for your generous support towards helping families in need.
The steering committee for Trumansburg Food Pantry

A Report from the Empty Bowls event for the
Food Pantry on 3/11/18…
A big thanks from the Trumansburg Food Pantry to all who came out and/or supported in
any way the Empty Bowls event at Atlas Bowl. This event was a big success and the funds
will go toward purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables this summer for the Food Pantry.
Just a head’s up that our church will be looking for volunteers for June and July for the food
pantry (more info will be in the next newsletter).
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United Methodist Women (UMW)
Inheritors of the vision and toil of women’s missionary societies
Submitted by Mary Jamison
Many problems faced by the women at the turn of the century have re-emerged in our own time
with a new and demanding urgency, immigration, homelessness, racial divisions, threats to the
environment, substance abuse and addiction, lack of affordable health care, concerns for the wellbeing of children and the elderly and the poor, public education, questions about women’s roles in
society and world peace.” – [from the internet.]
Preceded by several missionary societies and organizations in the 1800’s, the Wesleyan Service
Guild (which we called ‘Wesleyan Circle’) was organized in 1921 for women employed outside the
home. In 1939 The Methodist Episcopal Church (former name), the Methodist Episcopal Church South,
and the Methodist Protestant Church merged to form The Methodist Church. The women’s groups of
these 3 churches were joined and became the Woman’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS), along with
The Wesleyan Service Guild continuing to function separately. Both of these groups were active here
at TUMC for many years -- WSCS met in the daytime (mostly older women or stay at home moms),
and the Wesleyan ‘Circle’ who met in the evenings, accommodating mostly younger women employed
outside the home.
In 1968, The Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren merged to form The United
Methodist Church (UMW), and at that time the women’s organizations of the two churches continued
as the Woman’s Society of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild. In 1972 the women’s
organizations were united under one inclusive organization, called “United Methodist Women”. The
UMW is governed by Conferences and Districts, locally and nationally, and pledges and donations
support their continuing good works. What they accomplished over these 150 years is remarkable and
they are and have been sustained by their love of God & His teachings.
One of the first and oldest fundraisers that the UMW started in the early 1900’s, is our annual New
Year’s Day dinner. They provided chicken dinners, not the traditional turkey dinner of today, cooking/
baking being done in their homes. After a hiatus of 4-5 yrs. in the 1990’s it was decided that it was
time to start offering those meals again -- still a very popular event/fundraiser for the church, profits
now going to the church treasury, not the UMW.
 We have put on many luncheons, Mother/Daughter teas, harvest suppers, etc – we’re known for
our good cooks. We have also sponsored others to help with educational opportunities such as
Mission School, etc.
 Our ongoing fundraiser, selling of RADA knives, kitchen utensils, etc. is available to all. Shirley
Boyes (607-532-4761) will be happy to help you place an order.
 When the Cayuga Addiction Recovery Services first opened, we purchased curtains and comforters
for their bedrooms – which was quite an undertaking. It was wonderful to help them out in this
way.
 We sponsored a great cook book-80% of the profit going to buy the new chairs for the fellowship
hall.
 For 11-12 years we had a marathon pie making project, where pies were made in the church and
sold to the public--a very successful project. Profits were used for things like, after-prom parties,
Christmas Bureau, hurricane victims, etc., including buying window air conditioners for the local
nursing home.
 Warm sweaters are knit by women of the church for children globally- a rewarding & successful
mission.
 Last year, we sponsored a Thanksgiving food donations project, which went to support our local
Food Pantry’s Thanksgiving give away. Perhaps this should become an annual event.
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UMW Continued…


Another recent mission project is the donation of a variety of items for the VA Medical Center –
done also, successfully last year. This too seems to be a good candidate for an annual mission
event.
Any woman, whether she’s a Methodist or not, who is interested in the mission work of the
UMW and good Christian fellowship, is welcome to join our group. We meet at noon on the 2nd
Friday of each month at the church, September through June, with a variety of programming. We
bring a sandwich, salad (whatever) for ourselves, with soup or dessert and beverages provided.
Please plan on joining us at our next meeting – April 13th and bring a friend.
We are FAITH (participating in opportunities to grow spiritually, becoming more deeply
rooted in Christ and putting our faith into action). We are HOPE (empowering ourselves and others
to help our mission institutions bring hope to women, children and youth). We are LOVE in action
(giving out of love for the world by financially supporting our missions)
Notes from the Editor… So I left myself little space but did want to add to the above that at the April
13th meeting I will be giving a talk about my upcoming lay servant class on Storytelling. I think it
should be an interesting class and most likely right up my alley for those of you who have heard some
of my many “stories”, maybe I’ll share another one! Anyway, let me wish each of you a wonderful
spring! Until next time………………
Judi

The Meaning of Easter
by Marge Lener
Where can I go to find Easter Sunday
As I knew it in yesteryear?
Where can I see patent leather shoes shining
and anklets with lace
and a straw hat with ribbons on a little girls’ face?
And where can I go to find boys with bowties
with hair combed precisely, and shoes polished nicely?
Where can I go to find these remembrances?
Perhaps they are no longer around.
But what I can find is a church with doors open
and children who are hopin’
to learn about Jesus – just as we did,
and to sing about the cross, just as we did,
and to be happy as we were, that the sun was warm,
the flowers were blooming, and Easter was near.
So where can I go to find Easter Sunday?
I guess I should look for it – right here!
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A note from the Trustees…..
Submitted by Dick Peterson
Just to get you all excited, the Trustees have scheduled a chicken
barbecue and pie sale:
Chicken Barbecue and Pie Sale
Saturday, May 12th
Pies available at 9 AM
Chicken available at 11 AM
Please stop by for some mouth-watering chicken and a pie or two
Since we have had trouble selling out recently, we will only barbecue 200 halves.

Input Request
How to proceed with Exterior brick repairs
As you all know, we face a large expense to pay for completion of
exterior brick repointing, repairs and sealing. The work will cost
somewhere in the range of $96,400 to $110,000, depending on how we
schedule the work. Below are three possible scenarios that address
how we will pay for the work. Note that there is not an option to do
nothing! We can’t put this work off, because the cost of repairs will
continue to increase as more damage is done to the bricks and mortar.
Please select one of the options below to signify how you think we
should approach this expense.
___ 1). Complete the entire job in 2018. The cost is $96,400. We need to find a way to raise
about $80,000 to complete this work.
___ 2). Complete the East wall in 2018 at a cost of $39,000. Complete the North and west walls
in 2019, at a cost estimated at $65,000.
___ 3). Complete the East wall in 2018 at a cost of $39,000, the North wall in 2019 at a cost of
$34,000 and the West wall in 2020 at a cost of $36,000 (estimates only)
The Church Council will be making a decision on this major challenge at the April 10th meeting.
Your input will be helpful.
Feel free to add other thoughts on the back of this page.
Including your name would be helpful so that we can address any specific concerns you have, but
not absolutely necessary.
Thank you, Rev Jeff and Dick Peterson
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Please check the calendar for April on our web site or check
with your committee chair for meeting dates/times.

Altar guild rep for April: Eileen Collins
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