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April 2016 Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors 

 
Pastor’s Message 

CHRIST IS RISEN!!! (so what?) 

 
 We traveled South for Sue’s Dad’s funeral. The service was at one of 
those churches that I refer to as “scary Christians”. I was NOT looking 
forward to it. I did not go with an open mind and heart. Much to my 
surprise, I found myself agreeing with some of the stuff the pastor was 
saying. (Not all, but some.) I even took some notes for future sermonizing. 
 
 The part that tugged at my heart was when the pastor emphasized that 
our faith is not about what we believe, but in whom we believe. Not about 
doctrine, but about relationship. God loves us and wants to be loved back.  
 
 Easter Sunday will be past by the time you read this. But the risen 
Christ will still be here. When those first disciples finally got it and realized 
that Jesus was alive (alive again) and present with them, they must have 
been terrified! These are the ones who had promised to follow him, but 
then left him when he needed them most! What would he do to them?!  
 
He loved them. 
 
 Most of us do not have the kind of experiences that the Bible describes 
as the encounters of the disciples with Christ after the resurrection, but we 
do have relationships. In a recent sermon I used an illustration that I stole 
from an on-line colleague about a wheel with spokes. God is at the center 
of the wheel. The spokes are our relationships with others. As we get 
closer to god, we get closer to one another. As we get closer to one 
another, we get closer to God. The risen Christ is not just a story in the 
Bible. He lives in us and among us. He loves us and wants us to embody his 
love so that others might see and know the love of God.  
 
 Look for the living risen Christ. Today! Not in the clouds or the stars, 
but in you heart and in the hearts of others you meet.  
 
 Christ IS risen! He is risen indeed! And our lives are lived, if they are 
truly lived and not just endured, because he lives.  
 
Hallelujah! 

                                                                                                             Rev Jeff  
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Stewardship Moment  
submitted by Meg Gaige 
 
I’m a Jesus believer 
A Jesus follower 
And it’s just irritating! 
 
He shows me so much need— 
Strangers: hungry, thirsty, naked, behind bars, flooded out  
Neighbors: hurting, lonely, pretending, broke, angry 
Family: using, drunk, pregnant, unemployed, depressed 
He wants me to see Jesus in them, or be Jesus to them 
 
He implores me to talk with Him 
Listen for His wisdom 
Like, every day! 
 
He delights in me 
He delivers me 
He forgives me 
He died for me 
 
And there is this family of Jesus believers here 
Jesus followers 
Giving, praising, going & growing in faith 
And it’s just irritating! 
 
They patch together, knit, bake, paint, pray!!!, mow, ring bells, welcome, hire, reach out, ar-
range flowers, saw & nail, encourage, babysit, hug, play piano, perk coffee, praise, email, 
post to facebook, record history, pay for, feed mourners, feed the hungry, feed shoppers, 
feed villagers, pray!!!, direct singers, budget, minister, cry with, roof, splash on bbq sauce, 
serve communion, give rides, quilt, pray!!! …  …  … 
 
OH MY GOD! 
I thank you for this family, this place, this purpose, this endless opportunity to be irritated—
excited—stimulated—agitated—propelled into your service 
 
Amen 
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OPEN HEARTS ~ OPEN MINDS~ OPEN DOORS 

Special date 

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 27, 2016 

UMCOR School Kits nearing completion  
Submitted by Ronda Ketcham 
 
I praise the Lord for the continuing generosity of 
our congregation. With everyone's help we will 
easily reach our goal of 20 school kits to send to 
UMCOR for poor and displaced children around the 
world. We may even send more than 20 kits once 
everything is collected! So if you still have items to 
donate, you can bring them to TUMC anytime by 
April 10th.  Thanks for helping the children. I will 
report our total in April when we dedicate the kits. 
 

HEADS UP:  Carol Grove is preparing an updated TUMC Church 
Directory to be ready by May 1.  Please let her know ASAP if you 
have any updates to your contact information:  607-387-6128. 



Page 4  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A note from the Trustees: 
Submitted by Dick Peterson 

 
The process to install the Verizon cellular antennas in the bell tower 
has begun.  The long delay in the start-up of the installation was due to 
the required approval of the project by the state supreme court taking 
from September 23 to mid-January. Scaffolding has been erected in the 
front entryway of the church to allow access to the bell tower from the 
outside.  The scaffold will remain in place for the duration of the 

installation.  The first task, which began in mid-February, will include a full environmental 
remediation of the bell tower and replacement of the 159 year old stairway to the bell level.  
The remediation is necessary, and we would have had to get it done ourselves at great cost.  
The old stairway was unsafe for the workers in the bell tower, and the new stairway will have 
safety railings and landings at each level.  A new secure trap door will also be installed for 
future external access to the tower. 
 
Once the tower remediation is complete and approved by an environmental specialist, the 
installation of the antennas and related equipment will begin.  The process will likely last 
several months.  Verizon wants the job completed by July 1st, so that the system will be 
operational during the 2016 Grass Roots festival.  However, the Verizon construction 
manager has stated that the work will likely not be completed until August.  Once the work is 
done and the system is activated, we will likely not sense the cell tower at all.  We will, 
however, have much better cell reception throughout the village and down to Taughannock 
Falls State Park.  The contractors are very sensitive to church activities, and for the past 
month we have barely known they were working in the tower. 
 
The income from the Verizon installation will be helpful to our 
church as we deal with many large expenses coming up in the next 
5 to 15 years.  The exterior trim painting, rain gutter replacement 
and emergency repairs to the bell tower were all completed last 
fall, at a total cost of $80,000.  We are thankful that many 
members contributed generously to this need, and two families 
provided loans totaling nearly $40,000 to cover our shortfall.  The 
Trustees are developing a schedule of necessary repairs to the 
church building, with 5, 10 and 15 year priorities.  While our church 
building is sound, much work needs to be done in the near term to keep it that way. 
 
The light winter has helped us save in many ways: 
 
We have all appreciated the lack of heavy snow and cold weather this winter.  For the church 
and parsonage, that has meant lower utility bills.  We have also saved money on snow 
plowing and salt purchases for snow melting on the sidewalks and back stairways.  Our 
church utility monthly budget bill is down nearly 16% compared to last year.  We actually 
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have a $181 credit on our utility bill at this time, compared to a $305 deficit on our budget 
billing last year.  This is very welcome in a year of very tight budgets. The lack of snow has 
made it much easier for our snow shoveling volunteers.  We haven’t heard any of them 
complaining! 
 
Mark your calendars for our annual Spring Chicken Barbecue! 
 
The traditional Trustee Spring Chicken Barbecue will be held on May 
7th (Mothers’ Day weekend).  Please mark your calendars so you 
don’t miss out on fine barbecued chicken and famous Methodist 
pies provided by so many great bakers in our church.  This is an 
important fund raiser for the church.  The Trustees welcome anyone 
who would like to come and help flip chicken over hot charcoal and 
share in great fellowship (with many stories and tall tales!) 
We light the fire about 7 AM and we usually have chicken ready by 
11 AM or before. 
 
As always, the Trustees thank the entire congregation for their wonderful support. 

BIBLE LESSON 
 
A man and his wife were having an argument about 
who should brew the coffee each A.M.  The wife 
said, ”YOU should do it because you get up first and 
then you don’t have to wait so long.”  The husband 
said “YOU are in charge of cooking around here!  
You should do it because it is your job and I can 

wait for my coffee.” 
 
 She replied, “No, YOU should because it says in the Bible that the 
MAN should do the coffee.”  He said, “I cannot believe that – show 
me!!” 
 
 So, she fetched the Bible and opened to the New Testament and 
showed him at the top of several pages that it indeed say HEBREWS!  
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Remembrance Corner 
Submitted by Marge Lener 

In thinking about who to “extol” this issue, my 
thoughts turned toward Lewis and Jean Tunison.   
 
A quiet, unassuming pair, nevertheless, Lou took on 
the responsibility of “shepherding” the ushers in our 
church so that they were always there on time, and 
performing their duties in a dignified manner.  It was 
a responsibility he took very seriously!  He also 
served on the Trustees  and Administrative Board.  
Jean, on the other hand, was a very quiet lady with a 
lovely smile and attitude, who enriched our 
congregation simply with her presence.   She was not 
a joiner but was always willing to make a pie or whatever was asked of her to help out a 
specific project.  We miss them!   
 
Is there someone you miss?  Let me or Judi Eastburn know, and we will feature them next 
time! 
   
Editor’s note:   I remember Lou, known to many as “Buster”, as a person with a wonderful 

sense of humor.  He used to sometimes tap me when he would pass and have this sly little 

smile on his face.  Buster was one to always put the church first.  The photo above was 

scanned from a very old directory, thus it is not great quality.   

All God’s blessings go together, like 

links in a golden chain. If he gives 

converting grace, he will also give 

comforting grace. He will send 

“showers of blessing.” Look up today, 

O parched plant, and open thy leaves 

and flowers for a heavenly watering.  
 

—Charles H. Spurgeon 
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Welcome Jack and Francine Darling to the TUMC music program 
Submitted by Judi Eastburn 
 
Francine grew up in North Plainfield, New 
Jersey.  Her aunt was a professional opera 
singer.  Her parents loved classical and 
opera.  Francine tells me her father was her 
biggest fan.  She started piano lessons when 
she was 5.   Having that love of music 
instilled in her, she went on to become a 
music major at Ithaca College.   
 
Jack grew up in Odessa. His mom played the 
piano and his father played banjo for 50 
years.  He played with a group of musicians 
who performed  around this area (Watkins, 
Odessa, etc.) playing mostly Dixieland and 
bluegrass and even sometimes performed in 
black face.  Jack sang in the high school choir 
and played in the band.  He then went on to 
study music at Ithaca College.   
 
Jack was a voice major at IC and his accompanist was Francine.  This was the first time they 
met.  They became friends but after IC, Francine moved to California.  She tells me she didn’t 
think Jack really liked her that much.   
 
Francine went on to get married and have her daughter, Dana.  While in California, Francine 
had the pleasure to work  as a personal assistant to Mike Post an American multi-Grammy- 
and Emmy Award-winning composer best known for his TV theme songs for such primetime 
series as Law & Order, Law & Order SVU, The A-Team, NYPD Blue, The Rockford Files, L.A. 
Law, Quantum Leap, Magnum, P.I., and Hill Street Blues. 
 
Meanwhile, Jack married, had two children, Emily and Abby, and went on to work at Calf 
Audio for a while, studied at SUNY Binghamton and received his elementary education 
degree, worked with special education students, taught voice lessons at Cornell and sang in 
the Tri Cities opera.   
 
Over the years apart they had stayed in touch a bit and after both of their marriages ended, 
they found their way back together (Francine moved back to this area).  So 30 years after 
their first meeting, Jack and Francine married in November 2008.  Francine has worked at 
Cornell for the past 13 years.  Jack is semi-retired from teaching now.  They both love 
gardening, fishing and travelling.  They especially enjoy trips to NYC where they just love to 
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attend a Broadway musical!  They are very proud of their apple orchard and their 5 cats.  
Francine told me her daughter, Dana is still in LA and wants to be a costume designer (must be 
the designer genes from Francine who actually designs her own line of jewelry which you can 
see at Wrap it Up just outside T-burg).   
 
They both expressed to me how happy they are to be here at TUMC.  They pretty much 

started here full time in January.  They love our warm and welcoming church and say it really 

does not feel like a job to them.   When I walked in for the interview, they were working 

together on a piece they hope to have both the choir and the bell choir do together and it was 

a pleasure just to watch them work together, you can just tell how much they love it!   So 

welcome to TUMC Jack and Francine! 

Editor’s Notes 

 

Spring is here and by the time you are reading this, Easter will have come and gone already.  I 
hope you enjoy reading a little about the Darlings in this issue and I know many of you are 
enjoying the Remembrance Corners.  Please feel free to suggests others we might highlight, 
either in the remembrance corner or just someone in our church you might want highlighted.  It’s 
fun to find out more about our church family, past and present.  Do you have items/suggestions 
for future newsletters?  If so, please pass them along.   
 
I recently had the pleasure of giving the message at the Feb. 28 service.  I was pretty much 
shaking in my shoes that morning but I’m glad I made it through it.  I can check one more thing off 
my bucket list, although I have to say that really was never there until Jeff decided I could do it.  
But now I’m counting it as one of those things I’ve accomplished.  Don’t expect to hear more from 
me there, I really doubt I would do it again but it was definitely challenging.   
 
This spring, if you can fruits/pickles/jellies etc. please think about saving some to sell at our 
bazaar in December.  They are always a good seller!  We sold out all that we had this past year 
and could have sold more.   
 
My latest goal is to establish a new website for TUMC.  I have been looking into different options 
for designing the site and hope in the next few weeks to pick one and run with it.  This is 
something that has taken too long due to the fact that last year was kind of a lost year for me.  I 
was laid up almost half of the year and regaining my strength the rest of the year.    
Hopefully as you read this we are well heading into spring and things are getting greener.  Until 

next time……… Judi 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Adult Studies 9 
Worship 10:15 
Coffee 11:15 
AA 6-9 pm 

4 5 
Disciple IV 9-11 
 
SPPRC 6:30 pm 

6 
 
Bells 6:30 

7 
 
Choir 7 

8 
 
UMW 

9 

10 
Adult Studies 9 
Worship 10:15 
Coffee 11:15 
AA 6-9 pm 

11 
Food Pantry 

12 
Disciple IV 9-11 
 
Council 7 pm 

13 
 
Bells 6:30 

14 
 
Choir 7 

15 16 

17 
Adult Studies 9 
Worship 10:15 
Coffee 11:15 
AA 6-9 pm 

18 19 
Disciple IV 9-11 
 
Trustee 7 pm 

20 
 
Bells 6:30 

21 
 
Choir 7 

22 23 

24 
Adult Studies 9 
Worship 10:15 
Coffee 11:15 
AA 6-9 pm 

25 
Food Pantry 

26 
Disciple IV 9-11 
 
Finance 7 pm 

27 
 
Bells 6:30 

28 
 
Choir 7 

29 30 

Altar Guild  
Rep:  Eileen Collins 

Corner of South & Main Sts  

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

Trumansburg United Methodist Church 


