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Sunday, May 15, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after Easter 

 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 

 

* Indicates an invitation to stand as you are able. 

}{ For web bulletin, see appendix section 

 

 

Gathering as a Community 

 

 

Prelude Francine Darling (Music)  
  

“Sarabande”  by Johannes Brahms 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 

 credits 

 

Call to Worship * Judi Eastburn 
  

 Quotes Mark 16:3, CEB, References Romans 8:38-39 
  

“Who's going to roll the 
stone away from the 
entrance for us?” 

The stone has already been rolled away! 

  

Shall we look in the empty 
tomb? Shall we enter into 
worship with open eyes? 

Let us look and see that nothing in all creation, not 
even a large stone, can separate us from the love of 
God found in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Opening Prayer * Judi Eastburn 
  

Holy Christ, we gather to look into the empty tomb. As we gather to worship, 

we remember the joy of Easter morning. We remember flowers blooming, 
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bunnies thriving, and the joy we all shared as we thought about the strangeness 

of a tomb with a metaphorical vacancy sign.  
 
We gather together in a season of joy. As we gather we recognize that life is 

neither perfect nor ideal. We are grateful that few of us face famine, nakedness, 

or sword, but we know there are people in our community that gather from 

places of trouble, distress, harassment, or danger. We know there are folks that 

are facing illness, loneliness, or other forms of grief.  
 
The promise still rings true: through Christ “in all these things we win a 

sweeping victory through the one who loves us.” As we gather, we proclaim that 

nothing can separate us from Christ’s love. Bless our songs, prayers, and other 

acts of worship as we gather together in worship in many places.     Amen. 

 

 

Opening Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music) 

Jack Darling (Vocals) 
  

“Who Is He?” Worship & Song #3082 
  
Words: Ken Bible Music: Hymn to Joy by Ludwig van Beethoven, arr. by Edward Jones 

Copyright: © 2004 LNWhymns.com, admin: The Copyright Company 

 

 

Prayer of Invocation * Pastor Rob Dean 
  

Holy Spirit, long after the palms stopped waving, the King of Kings stood 

upright in majesty. Long after the cries, tears, and hammer rings ceased, the 

King of Kings was freed from the grave. Long after the stone sealed the door, 

the tomb sat empty of everyone save visitors.  
 
Who is He? He is the Living Christ who stood as victor over the grave. Who is 

He? He is the One worthy of our praise. Who is He? He is our Messiah, our 

Friend, and our Kin.  
 
As we gather to worship in the weeks after Easter, we ask You, our Advocate 

and Counselor, to surround our community. Just as life overflowed out of the 

grave, we ask for You to enter into our community this morning. Fill us until 

Your Presence pours out of us onto the world around us. Bless us as we 

remember the joy and hope of Easter.     Amen. 

 

 

Celebrating together 
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Gratitude Reading Pastor Rob Dean 
  
 Deuteronomy 12:4-15 (Common English Bible) 
  

4 Don’t act like they did toward the Lord your God! 
 
5 Instead, you must search for the location the Lord your God will select from all 

your tribes to put his name there, as his residence, and you must go there. 6 You 

must bring your entirely burned offerings, your sacrifices, your tenth-part gifts, 

your contributions, your payments for solemn promises, your spontaneous gifts, 

and the oldest offspring of your herds and flocks to that place. 7 You will have a 

feast there, each of you and your families, in the Lord your God’s presence, and 

you will celebrate all you have done because the Lord your God has blessed 

you. 8 Don’t act like we’ve been acting here lately—everyone doing what seems 

right to them— 9 because up to this point you haven’t yet reached the place of 

rest or the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you. 10 But you are about to 

cross the Jordan River and will settle in the land the Lord your God is giving 

you as your inheritance. Then he will give you rest from all your enemies on 

every side so that you live safely and securely. 11 At that point, you must bring 

all that I am commanding you, your entirely burned offerings, your sacrifices, 

your tenth-part gifts, your contributions, and all your best payments that you 

solemnly promised to the Lord, to the location the Lord your God selects for his 

name to reside. 12 Then you will rejoice in the Lord your God’s presence: each 

of you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levites 

who dwell in your cities because they have no designated inheritance. 
 
13 But watch yourself! Make sure you don’t offer up your entirely burned 

offerings in just any place you see. 14 No, only at the location the Lord selects 

from one of your tribal areas—that’s where you must offer up your entirely 

burned offerings and that’s where you must perform everything I’m telling you. 
15 However, whenever you wish, you may slaughter and eat meat, as the Lord 

your God sees fit to bless you with such in your cities. People who are polluted 

and people who are purified can join in the feast, as they would if they were 

eating gazelle or deer. 

 

 

Responsive Prayer: Pastor Rob Dean 
  
Holy God, we gather with the scent of barbecue still in the air. As we gather in 

this community, we remember the sacrifices and celebrations which took place 
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on our church property yesterday. We remember the stories swapped, the work 

shared, and the fellowship opened to others.  

We know, O Lord, that the time of animal sacrifice has come and gone. The 

chickens that were brought to the church were not the sacrifices. We remember 

the people who took time apart from everyday life to barbecue chicken and to 

make pies. We remember the people who carried bags of charcoal and who 

welcomed strangers. We remember the people who opened their hearts to 

welcome community members to buy a half of chicken and who opened the 

door for people to think about being a part of God’s community. No birds were 

sacrificed for the forgiveness of sins yesterday, but there were plenty of people 

offering up their gifts of love, their contributions of time, and giving thanks for 

the blessings they have received in this life. 

Help us to give thanks as a community and help us to remember the command 

given to the people of God long ago. The blessings we receive are not for us 

alone. We dare not say our neighbors are “polluted,” but we do recognize the 

truth: God’s blessings are for all people. Help us to remember that our 

community exists, in part, to share God’s love and welcome with others. Help 

us to always make room for the stranger to join the fun, for the broken to find a 

place of healing, and for “the polluted” to find the cleansing waters of God’s 

love.     Amen. 

A Brief Expression of Thankfulness * }{ Judi Eastburn 

Transitional Piece *: 

The Doxology, “Praise God…” The United Methodist Hymnal #95 

 Words: Thomas Ken (1674) Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551) 

Offertory Prayer: Judi Eastburn 

Holy God, Your blessings in this life often come in subtle ways. Like the 

ingredients of a marinade, sometimes it seems like random stuff is just being 

thrown into our lives. It can be very confusing until the moment comes when 

everything comes together in a symphony of flavors.  
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Few of us would enjoy raw garlic, but the scent of garlic suffusing the air shows 

the worth of that bitter root. It is the rare soul that bites an onion like an apple, 

but suffusing food with onion can be transformative. Not many of us like the 

idea of putting a tablespoon of salt on our lips, but we might salivate at the 

thought of well brined piece of chicken or well seasoned veggies. 
 
We bring our offerings to You for Your blessing even as we acknowledge that it 

can be difficult at times to share our time, talents, and treasures with others. It is 

true that on occasion there are other places we would rather be, but we come 

before you now. We remember the blessings of the past and look towards the 

blessings of the future.  
 
We offer ourselves and these gifts to You. Please use them and us to Your 

service, so that the world around us can taste and see that God is good, all the 

time. Because all the time, God is good.     Amen. 

 

 

Response: Mrs. Francine Darling (Music) 

Pastor Rob Dean (Vocals)  
  

“Halle, Halle, Halleluja” The Faith We Sing # 2026 
  

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halleluja! Halleluja! 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer(s) of the People Pastor Rob Dean 

   credits 

 

Response: The Lord’s Prayer  
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

 thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Anthem Francine Darling (Music) 
Jack Darling (Vocals) 

  

“The Perfect Wisdom of Our God” by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 
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Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

If you are in the sanctuary,  

please pass the peace of Christ to those around You.  

If you are on Zoom,  

we have a poem to pass the peace of Christ with you! 

 

 

Listening for God 

 

 

Response   
  

30 Seconds of Stillness Pastor Rob Dean 

 

 

Scripture Readings *   
  

Matthew 4:5-7 Pastor Rob Dean 

Mark 16:1-18 Sue Brower 

 

 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Sermon Pastor Rob Dean  
  

“Look before You Leap” 

 

 

Heading Out Into God’s World  
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Closing Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music) 

Jack Darling (Vocals) 

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” The United Methodist Hymnal #381 

Words: Dorothy A. Thrupp (1836) Music: William B. Bradbury (1859) 

Benediction * Pastor Rob Dean 

Thessalonians 5:23-24, CEB 

“Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to be completely dedicated 

to him; and may your spirit, soul, and body be kept intact and blameless at  

our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming. The one who is calling you is faithful and 

will do this.” 

Postlude Francine Darling (Music) 

“Tulip” by Heinrich Lichner 

Cover Image: “Tulips in Mary's Garden”  Photographer: Pastor Robert Dean 

Spring Cleanup Day, 2022 



Upcoming Meetings (via Zoom, Hybrid, or In Person) 

 Mo, May 16 Food Pantry posted times Fellowship Hall 

 Tu, May 17 Trustees 7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

 Tu, May 24 Finance Committee 7:00 PM Zoom 
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Serving you today 

Kelly Brower, Technology 

Sue Brower, Technology & Lector 

Kay Cooke, Altar Guild 

Francine Darling, Music 

Jack Darling, Vocals 

Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader & Lector 

Rev. Robert Dean, Pastor 

Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin Prep.





NOTES: 

Next Sunday in worship  (May 22nd) 

Next Sunday in worship we are will be reading the story of Jesus appearing to the 

disciples on the Road to Emmaus. We are also going to ask a question or two about why 

the disciples would recognize Jesus through an ordinary act like breaking bread. What 

ordinary acts occur in our lives that remind us of Christ? 

One resource to go deeper with today's themes 

Today really had two themes. On one hand, we talked a lot about food because of 

yesterday's BBQ. Two books that connect spirituality with cooking that Pastor Rob 

recommends are "Bake and be blessed" by the Benedictine Monk Dominic Garramone. 

Another similarly themed book from a Protestant perspective is "Out of the House of Bread" 

by Preston Yancey, which is a great book to read through as a group with a friend or two. 
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The second theme was about the intersections of charismatic worship with mainline 

worship. Many books on the chaotic and often strange interplay between these two 

branches have been written, but the scholar Mark Noll does an excellent job at 

connecting the competing theologies with modern history. One great (and recent) book he 

wrote was “A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada.” 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   APPENDIX   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hymns/Doxology, etc., for the service 

 

 

Who Is He 

 

Who is He who comes in triumph? 

Who is He who comes to die, 

Comes in peace and comes in power, 

Hidden One now lifted high? 

Jesus, Jesus, Lord, Messiah, 

Mighty master of the grave! 

See Him ride, the King of Glory! 

God Himself has come to save! 

 

See Him there in humble splendor. 

Hear them shouting all around. 

Joy explodes in wild procession. 

Praise is now the victor's crown. 

"Glory, glory in the highest!" 

Like the angels hear them sing, 

Dancing round the Long-awaited - 

Once their hope, and now their King. 

 

Rise and join the glad procession! 

Hear them passing by again - 

All the ransomed, all His children, 

Marching to Jerusalem! 

Look ahead - the gates of splendor! 

Hear the everlasting hymn! 

Open wide Your hearts in worship! 

Let the King of Glory in!

 

 

Words by Ken Bible 

Music by Ludwig van Beethoven; arr. by Edward Hodges 

© 2004 by LNWhymns.com. CCLI Song 4306348. 
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The Doxology 
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