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“The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may
not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you
have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.”1

We have been on a Lenten Journey for the past six weeks. For six Sundays we have looked at the
beatitudes as written in the Gospel of Luke. We have pondered how these words do more than
challenge our perspective on things like poverty, hunger, weeping, and criticism. We have looked at
how these teachings were both a part of Jesus’ ministry and exemplified in the life of Christ as he
approached Jerusalem.

This week, this day, this hour, within our liturgy, Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem. He has taught about
poverty, but there will be moments when Christ will have to offer everything. Christ has taught about
emptiness, and Christ will empty himself on a cross. Jesus taught about weeping and this week, after
the cheers of “hosanna” have faded away, the tears will be just around the corner.

I don’t know about you, but for me, it is strange to hold the reality of the pictures and images of today’s
reading in my mind when I know where the story will lead. The crowds call out “Hosanna! Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord—the King of Israel!” The people call out as Jesus enters into
the city. The words are a proclamation and a plea. While in Christian circles, we proclaim hosanna as a
word of praise, in the time of Jesus, the call was a plea from the people asking for help. Jesus rides a
donkey into the city as it calls out for a Savior. Many would have preferred a king on a war horse, but
apparently it did not stop the people from calling out their plea for help and praising with trust the God
who promised help.

It is strange that the streets ring with calls for help on Sunday and will ring with calls for crucifixion on
Friday. It is a hard idea to keep in one’s mind. In John’s gospel, the people receive a wise admonition
for days like today: the light of the world is only here for a moment, so open your eyes and follow while
the light is both near and clear. There is darkness ahead, so open your eyes while you can see.

The admonition is a good one. For weeks we have looked at the beatitudes and connected them to
Jesus’ life. As we spend time in the events of holy week, where do we see the beatitudes in action?
While the beatitudes are fresh in our mind, while they still echo from our having read them in church
five weeks in a row, where can you see them?

Look at the events of Palm Sunday for a moment. We know that in Luke’s gospel, Jesus enters
Jerusalem shortly after traveling through the home of Zacchaeus, while in John’s gospel Jesus spends
the day before Palm Sunday with his dear friends Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. In both gospels, Jesus
enters the city riding on a colt, although in John’s gospel Jesus rides on a young donkey colt while in
Luke’s gospel we are merely told that it is a colt without labeling the colt with a specific species. In both
gospels, Jesus enters Jerusalem riding a beast that is neither impressive nor majestic.

1 John 12:35-36



As we alluded to earlier, many would have preferred a king who would enter the holy city with an army
at his back, a sword in his hand, and at least riding on a decent warhorse. Jesus enters into the holy
city having visited with friends, flanked by twelve ordinary disciples, and with rumors surrounding him
about his friendship with tax collectors. A king should cause an enemy to quake, right? Jesus
seemingly enters the city in the midst of a tidal wave of controversy and criticism.

In the eyes of many people, Jesus’ entry is a shocking affair. What do you see if you have been reading
and listening to the beatitudes week after week? When you look at Jesus entering on the back of a
young animal that he does not even own, what do you see?

Matthew 8:20 and Luke 9:58 both say the same thing in the New Revised Standard Version: “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Jesus is
borrowing his mount on Palm Sunday, will borrow another space on Holy Thursday, and on Good
Friday, will have even his clothes taken from him. It gets more uncomfortable when you read Matthew
17:24-27. In that passage, on their way from the mountain where Jesus is transfigured to Jerusalem,
Peter is stopped in Capernaum and asked if Jesus pays the temple tax. Jesus has Peter catch a fish,
open the mouth of the fish, take a coin out, and pay the tax. Why? Later in Matthew 22:15-22 Jesus is
asked whether it is lawful to pay taxes. Jesus asks to see a coin, asks them whose face is on the coin,
and then proclaims that people should give to God what is God’s and to Caesar what is Caesar’s.

Think about what I just stated and what you have read before when you read that story. Jesus asks for
a coin to show it to others. Jesus asks Peter to catch a fix to pay his temple tax. Jesus borrows an
animal to ride into Jerusalem. Jesus borrows a room for the last supper. Judas is known as the one
who carries the money for the disciples, but consider the simple fact that even if Judas carried the
money, when Jesus is arrested and then crucified, all he has on him is his clothes.

Jesus says blessed are the poor. What if Jesus enters Jerusalem with nothing but the clothes on his
back? Reading the other gospels, especially Mark, Jesus is looking from tree to tree for figs when
hungry. The story shows up in Mark 11 and Matthew 21. The story of the fig tree being cursed shows up
in two gospels. The story of Jesus cursing a fig tree occurs the same number of times as the story of
Jesus’ birth is told, and in Luke 21 Jesus uses the fig trees he is walking by in an analogy while
speaking about the fall of Jerusalem. What if Jesus is constantly bringing up fig trees because Jesus is
hungry?

Jesus definitely says people are blessed when they face criticism, exclusion, persecution, and suffering
for the sake of the kingdom of God. Should we take the time to mention again that Jesus enters to cries
of hosanna, but will be arrested and face screams of condemnation from the people he came to save?
On this Palm Sunday, we have spent weeks looking at these beatitudes, and I would argue that they
are all on display in the person of Christ this week.

As Jesus enters Jerusalem, Jesus enters to walk down the road towards his eventual betrayal. Jesus
will not walk through the city with expensive clothes, although his feet may end up smelling like perfume
due to the kind sacrifice of a woman who will wipe his feet with perfume and her own hair. Jesus will
feast with his disciples, but it will be at a borrowed table without servants to serve the table or wash the
feet of the guests. Jesus will teach, pray, and even flip over a table or two this week while living out the
very things he has been teaching.



For weeks, I have wondered something and waited for someone to say something to me. I added a few
verses after the beatitudes, but nobody pointed it out to me or asked why I added them. Here are the
verses I read, plus the next paragraph. Luke 6:27-38 says:

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.
Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.

What is Christ’s way as he enters Jerusalem? “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you?” “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” “Love your enemies, do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return.” Is there a better way to describe what Christ will do than to do to other
people as he would have them do to him? Is there a way to describe Christ’s love that does not involve
a clear understanding that Jesus loves others throughout Holy Week far more than he himself is loved.

Christ’s way is foundationally about doing God’s will rather than his own. Christ’s way is not a way that
is marked by amassing riches, eating fancy food prepared by servants, listening to the exorbitant
praises of others, or even walking a way that is full of laughter instead of tears. Jesus does the opposite
of what many of us would see as living an easy or good life. Jesus does this by choice, choosing to
accept God’s cup rather than what he might prefer on his own.

So, what do we do? We have walked this far with Christ. Almost every week of this study I have taken
time to say how Christ’s teaching might change the way we see the world, how we interact with the
world, or even how we see Jesus. We have attempted to have something practical in each of these
sermons, and this sermon is no exception.

Will you follow Jesus? Not just this week. Will you follow Jesus? You have hopefully seen that Jesus
was not teaching these beatitudes out of a place of hypocrisy or in an attempt to convince others to live
a way that he was not willing to live himself. Jesus lived out these teachings and set an example for his
disciples to follow. Once upon a time, those disciples were fishermen, tax collectors, and zealots.
Today, the disciples are gathered together again with the same question.



We have nurses and teachers in our community. Will you follow Jesus as you heal and nurture others?
We have people who work in construction and people who build up lives in retirement through volunteer
work with food banks and with veterans. Will you follow Jesus as you work with your hands or care with
your time? We have people who run errands with people in need and people who work from their
homes. We have scientists and academics. We have unemployed and underemployed. We have
people who are parents and people who are battling with illness or addiction. We have homemakers
and retirees across the gender spectrum. We have people from many different paths and places in the
experience we collective call life. Will you follow Jesus beyond reading the stories this week?

Will you ask yourself if it is okay to be hungry now and again? Will you risk a cruel word or glance for
the sake of living an authentic life of faith? Will you look beyond the number of bills in your wallet or the
number of zeros in your bank account to see what it means to be wealthy even if you have to go
without something? Will you allow yourself to cry and not apologize for having feelings? Will you accept
your own tears and let God hold you close?

Friends, throughout this season we have nailed these ideas to the cross for a reason. It has never been
about the idea that hunger, laughter, poverty, wisdom, or foolishness should be crucified. We have been
offering the ways and things we understand to God so that something greater can fill our hearts. In a
moment we’ll offer our ways and Christ’s way up to God so we can make room for God to fill us with a
greater understanding than we already carry with us.

Before we do, I want to point out that there are two words that we could have nailed to the cross today.
We could have focused this whole service on the fact that our righteousness is not enough and that
Christ’s righteousness is what truly brings new life. We didn’t do that today and it is for the simple
reason that we don’t need to nail Christ’s righteousness to the cross. A couple of soldiers already did
that long ago.

As we surrender our understanding one last time, I implore each of us, including me, to remember the
simple idea that Jesus did not have to do any of this for us. In the letter to the Romans, Paul refers to
what Christ does as God’s gift offered freely without price. As the very goodness of God, the Son in
whom God is well pleased, approaches the cross this week, I invite you to remember the words of
Jesus once again: “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”


