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“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in
heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets…Woe to you when all speak well of you, for
that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”1

We are continuing in the beatitudes this morning. For the past four weeks we have been working
through these beatitudes in a deliberately slow way. Today we are covering the last set of beatitudes on
the Sunday before Holy Week begins.

Today’s set of beatitudes is a bit different than the rest of Luke’s beatitudes. Jesus tells the people
gathered that God will bless them when they face troubles on the behalf of Christ. Like the other three
beatitudes in Luke’s gospel, Jesus contrasts this blessing with a warning. Beware! When everyone
speaks well of you there is a chance that you are standing in the footsteps of the false prophets.

What is different about this set of beatitudes is that it sits right on the surface. What does it mean to be
hungry? What does it mean to weep? What’s the deal with laughter? Who exactly is poor? There are all
sorts of ways that the earlier three beatitudes can be interpreted and understood. Jesus is speaking
straightforwardly in this last beatitude. When you’re hated, excluded, reviled, and defamed as a result
of your faith, it is often quite apparent.

There are a few reasons why Luke’s gospel might focus upon this beatitude as opposed to one of the
beatitudes shared in the gospel of Matthew. One is that Luke’s gospel is part of a set of books written
after the establishment of the church in the Gentile world. Luke tells the story of Christ and Acts is
written to share the story of how the church grew. Acts clearly shows us that by the time these books
are recorded, the church has come into a place of growing tension with both the Jewish and Gentile
neighbors of the early Christians. Why does Luke say that the persecuted will be blessed? When your
audience is experiencing things like poverty, hunger, tears, and persecution, it is important to remind
them that God is with them through their struggles.

Another reason why Luke’s gospel may focus upon this beatitude is that it tells something deep about
the journey of Jesus. While the other beatitudes are clearly embodied in the life of Christ, the focus
upon the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ life was integral to every gospel story including the gospels that
contain the beatitudes. Both Matthew and Luke share similar words about this reality. Matthew 5:10-13
says:

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

1 Luke 6:22-23,26



Jesus’ life was a life that would do more than merely bless those who are persecuted. Jesus’ life was a
life that knew persecution by experience. As we have stated in the previous weeks, the beatitudes are
reflected on this Lenten journey, but it goes beyond this Lenten journey. Jesus embodies these truths
from beginning to end.

For example, next Sunday we are discussing how Jesus will walk into Jerusalem. There will be palm
branches waving and happy words said over Jesus as he enters the city, but those words will not last.
We have talked about how Jesus loved the poor of every kind, how Jesus experienced hunger, and
even how Jesus knew what it meant to weep. Jesus clearly knew what it meant to have people turn on
him like the prophets of the past. When Jesus says that people will hate, revile, exclude, and revile the
faithful for their faithfulness, Jesus says this from a place of experience.

We will talk a great deal about Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem and being faithful through all of the trials
and tribulations next Sunday, so let’s notice something important. Although Jesus shows a great deal of
faithfulness during the events of Holy Week, Jesus dealt with criticism all along the path of ministry.
Jesus faced a multitude of people who believed they knew what actions were worthy of a messiah, how
a messiah should act, and in what ways Jesus’ actions and inactions were or were not holy.

In our second reading, we have an incredible story that touches on how Jesus had a complicated life. It
also touches on a few of the other beatitudes from Luke. The story begins with Jesus teaching,
preaching, and healing when a local leader from the synagogue came to Jesus for help. Jesus had just
returned from a journey across the Ssa of Galilee that had a mixed reception. The man’s name was
Jairus and Jairus’ daughter was dying. In desperation, Jairus comes to Jesus and asks for help. His
daughter is dying and she needs his help.

Jesus has compassion and begins to head to the man’s house. Along the way, another person in need
finds her way to Jesus. We are told that she has been hemorrhaging for twelve years. She has spent
every single coin she has to find help, but nothing has worked. She has been bleeding for years. It
should be noted that the most common way women hemorrhage was something that led to a person
being considered unclean under Levitical law. Thankfully, Christians have not generally carried forward
the Levitical law saying that you cannot be part of the community of God when you are bleeding, but
this is not a modern woman. This woman is living during a time and in a culture where hemorrhaging
meant you were seen as unclean, unwelcome, and ostracized from the community.

Jesus should be in a hurry in the eyes of some, but when this woman touches the hem of Jesus’ cloak
she is finally healed. For twelve years she had been bleeding. For twelve years she was not welcome in
the temple, the synagogue, or in most people’s homes. For twelve years she was on the outside and in
a moment everything changed for her. What an amazing moment of healing: Jesus cannot just walk on
without finding her.

In these moments, I have to think that Jairus had to be going nuts. His daughter is dying and suddenly
Jesus just stops and starts asking about who had touched him. I can see him trying to move Jesus on,
pressuring the disciples to please help, and worrying about his daughter. Suddenly this woman is on
her knees talking to Jesus and it turns into what my kids might have called story time. He’s in a hurry,
but Jesus is just stopped there in the middle of the crowd. Now we find out that a woman who is
unclean just touched Jesus! You have to be kidding, right? Does this mean Jesus is now unclean? Can
Jesus still help if he’s unclean?



Just then word comes to Jairus from his home. He had to have been devastated. Jesus was too slow.
Jairus had failed his daughter. What harsh words he heard: “Don’t bother the teacher anymore. Your
child is dead.” Jesus invites him to believe, but how can he? When they reach the home, Jesus, Peter,
James, and John enter with the parents to see the child. She is dead. Jesus says she’s just asleep. The
text tells us that Jairus and his wife just laugh at Jesus. Despite their laughter of sorrow, their poverty of
faith, and their hunger for hope, Jesus brings the child back to life.

So, let’s note what happens to Jesus in this story. First, Jesus is asked to help in a crisis and then
Jesus is criticized for not going fast enough. Second, Jesus’ mere presence brings healing into the life
who had been deeply troubled and unclean for years, and Jesus is criticized for stopping to find the
person who had been in such need. Jesus invites the parents of the dead child to have faith and
believe that this is just “sleep,” and they laugh in his face.

In case you are wondering, this story comes immediately after Jesus is asked to leave a town for
healing a man with a multitude of demons within him known as legion because he frightened the people
and possibly bankrupted a swineherd. Before that, Jesus was yelled at by his disciples for sleeping
through a storm in a boat. Before that Jesus was criticized by not rushing to meet his family when they
came to visit. Right after this, Jesus will send his disciples off to share the good news and while they
are away King Herod tries to see Jesus because he had already beheaded John the Baptist and was
thinking that Jesus might be John and may need to be beheaded again.

When we say that Jesus knew what it meant to face criticism, Jesus knew. When we say that Jesus
knew what it meant to be excluded and pushed to the edges, Jesus definitely knew what it meant to be
forced out of communities, criticized by neighbors, and even laughed at for simply offering hope.

One of the reasons the beatitudes have such power is that we see them modeled in the life of Jesus.
Jesus suffered and found life on the other side of his suffering. Jesus was reviled and Jesus found life
on the other side of his struggle. Jesus faced hatred and there was life on the other side of the hatred.
Jesus does not simply say that God blesses people through their struggles. Jesus shows us that it is
true through the story of his life, death, and resurrection.

In a few minutes we are going to share in communion. We will pray over bread and cup, but think for a
moment about what we ask of God at the table. We share bread with the hope that as we share in the
body of Christ, we will come to more deeply understand what Jesus did for us as we remember
together. As we share in the cup of salvation, we drink with the hope that we would come to understand
more deeply why Christ shared and redeemed us as a people. We share at the table with the hope that
we will more fully understand the very thing that this beatitude proclaims: God is with us and we can
rejoice even when the world turns against us for our faith in God.

So, where does that leave us? Do we head out of this place looking for the nearest place where we can
be persecuted for our faith? Probably not. It does mean that we can stand tall in our faith, even when it
is uncomfortable. Perhaps we feel that Jesus created people of every variety and we want to hear the
perspective of people who don’t look like us even though we know some of our relatives would have
been appalled. I know my grandma would have likely been very cross with me given the words she
used about the African American neighbors she had in Buffalo, but I’m going this afternoon anyway.
Why? My faith is in a God who created all people and I want to hear the perspectives of people who are



not like me. I want to learn and understand because my faith teaches me that these people are children
of God. I’d like to believe that if Grandma Dean were still here, I’d invite her to go with me. I’d also put
money on the fact I wouldn’t be invited to Sunday dinner for a few weeks after pulling “a stunt like that.”
You know what, that’d be just fine with me because my faith invites me to stretch in this way.

Perhaps you feel that your neighbor needs a friend. Nobody else wants to be friends with your
neighbor. Maybe they did something taboo, have the wrong sign in their yard, or fell in love with
someone who didn’t fit society’s norms. Perhaps you know your friends will look at you and judge you if
you go over with a plate of cookies just to say hello. Perhaps your family will think you’re crazy for
attempting it and perhaps the door will be slammed in your face. Does your faith call you to do it
anyway? Do you believe this beatitude? Is there blessing in following your faith even when it hurts?

Perhaps you have spent years and years hiding who you are in a world that is happy with you staying in
your place. Perhaps you have stayed silent, stayed quiet, and died a little on the inside day after day.
Perhaps you know that God absolutely loves you. You have seen that Jesus loves you and you have
felt the Spirit in your life. Now, you may know that being honest about yourself with others may cause
you pain, but you know that Jesus loves you and that you are a welcome part of the kingdom of God.
Hallelujah! God loves you. Will being honest with others be painful? Maybe. The people who love you
may surprise you, but there’s a chance it’ll take them time to adjust. Will Jesus be with you as you
share the beautiful being God made you to be with others? What does the beatitude tell you?

Friends, Jesus was not ignorant. Jesus knew what it meant to be hated, reviled, persecuted, and
excluded. Jesus’ parents at one point had to flee to Egypt with Jesus as a baby to keep him from being
killed by an angry and paranoid king. Jesus understood what this means and Jesus says that people
who go through such things for the sake of the Kingdom of God are blessed.

What does that look like for you? I do not know. I know a little bit about what that means for me and
there’s a whole lot I probably don’t know about what it means. I am going to take a moment and
surrender my actions and my inaction to God. Why? It is right sometimes to do the very thing that will
lead to my troubles. It is right to offer to God my desires to be silent in order to keep everyone happy
through my inaction. Let’s surrender these things to God even as we silently ask what God wants us to
do and what God wants us to stop doing.


