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We are entering into the season of Lent. This year we are walking the Lenten path while using the
beatitudes from Luke as a focusing tool. Our companion on this journey is a daily devotional that is
filled with questions devoted to the goal of helping each person come to a greater understanding of
their own relationship with God. I can tell you as the author of that devotional that those questions are
aimed more towards inviting you to consider what you believe rather than trying to convince you of what
you should believe. I literally wrote the devotional we are using together with the goal of helping each
person reading to ask questions rather than forcing them to have the same answers.

Liturgically, Lent stands between the moment when we see Christ transfigured on a mountaintop and
the moment where the tomb is sealed after Christ is laid to rest after his crucifixion. Christ was revealed
in glory on the top of a mountain before his closest disciples. Jesus then descended down the mountain
and began a journey that would end in his crucifixion.

Jesus’ choice to journey is a decision I think many people would have rather avoided. While others
might take the power revealed at the transfiguration as an opportunity to glorify themselves or to go
forward from a place of glory and power to seek further riches and more power, Christ decided to do
things differently. Christ went back to looking like normal and then traveled down the mountain on a
path marked by love and sacrifice. Rather than seek more power and more glory, Christ traveled down
the road to a place of surrender and humility.

The focus of our first week on this journey into Lent through the beatitudes is “wisdom and foolishness.”
While we will get into the nitty gritty of the beatitudes, this week sets the scene for our journey both
through Lent and through the beatitudes

For some people, Jesus’ journey has all the earmarks of the journey of a holy fool. Christ could have
had the world in the palm of his hand, but Jesus chose to walk towards a fate where he would trade the
keys of the kingdom that he could have held in his hands for a set of holes made by a soldier’s hammer
and nails. Jesus could have been revealed to all of humanity as the incarnation of divine creative power
and then be worshiped as the Son of God, but instead Jesus went to Jerusalem to stand quietly on trial
while the “wise” argued and debated his fate. Rather than go forward to be honored as the very Son of
God, Jesus wrapped himself in a garment of suffering that the world considered shameful, horrendous,
and cursed by God. After all, Deuteronomy 21:22-23 taught: “When someone is convicted of a crime
punishable by death and is executed, and you hang him on a tree, his corpse must not remain all night
upon the tree; you shall bury him that same day, for anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse.”

For some the journey of Christ throughout this Lent has the appearance of foolishness, but take a
moment and think about what Proverbs tells us about the true value of wisdom and the futility of
foolishness. For the writer of Proverbs, wisdom is to be valued above anything else. The writer calls out
to us (Proverbs 4:5-6): “Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my
mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you.”



For many, the words of Proverbs will seem like the advice of a father advising their child about
marriage. It makes sense as both this chapter and neighboring chapters present the temptations of the
world as being seductive and enchanting figures that will happily welcome a person into their home in
order to swindle and destroy them.

For the writer of Proverbs, wisdom is the one you not only love but hold onto with all of your being.
When wisdom guides you, you follow without asking questions. The way of wisdom is not only a good
path, the path of wisdom is the one and only way to live. As it says (Proverbs 4:24-26): “Let your eyes
look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. Keep straight the path of your feet, and all
your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil.” Our
reading also invites us to (Proverbs 4:8-9): “Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if
you embrace her. She will place on your head a fair garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”

As Christians, we know where this Lenten journey ends. Although it may be made with thorns, Christ
will receive that fair garland. Although it will pierce his brow, the beautiful crown will indeed rest on
Jesus’ head. As strange as it sounds, if we follow Jesus down the path towards Jerusalem, we will find
Christ facing the very people that Proverbs warns about and when Easter comes (Proverbs 4:18): “the
path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day.” The light
of dawn will shine on Easter even as the wicked stumble through the deep darkness (Proverbs 4:19).

For almost all of us, none of this is new. We know that this Lenten journey leads through the cross and
the grave to resurrection. We recognize that the journey of Christ is not foolishness for it ends in
resurrection and exaltation. We know in our heads that Christ’s path is the wise path for it leads to the
conquering of death and redemption. We know this to be true in our heads.

Do we know it to be true in our hearts? As we stand here at the beginning of Lent, there are two paths
before us. We can choose to believe that Christ knows the way and follow him. We can also choose to
go our own way because we believe that Christ was foolish, insane, or a liar. Interestingly, we can also
believe that Christ was foolish, insane, or a liar and still follow him. We can choose to believe even if we
still have moments that we doubt. Honestly, since we all have doubts, that is likely where most of us will
be at one point or another. Perhaps saddest of all, we can choose to believe that Christ knows the way
and yet continue to follow our own way down the road. Ultimately, the choice before us is whether we
will follow Christ or go our own way. Like the writer of Proverbs seemingly implied to his child, the
choice is ultimately one each person has to choose for themselves.

So, which path will you take? As we stand here at the beginning of Lent, will you follow Christ to the
cross even if it seems foolish? Will you shake your head and go your own way? Before you decide, I
would remind all of us that we are not the first to ask ourselves these questions. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
says in the NRSV:

“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness
is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”

I would invite you to ask yourself what you believe. If you had to make a choice between believing in
God’s wisdom or your own wisdom, which would you choose to believe? If you had to choose between
being wise in the eyes of your neighbors and living like a fool for Christ, how would you choose to live?

There is perhaps no place in the scriptures where the foolishness of God is placed so clearly and
forcefully against the wisdom of humanity than in the beatitudes that are found in Luke. We are focusing
on Luke’s version of the beatitudes because it lists more than blessings. In Matthew we are told that the
poor in spirit should be seen as blessed, but in Luke we are challenged to consider the fact that the rich
of this world are in danger. In Matthew we are told that those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
are blessed, but in Luke we are told that those who are full while they walk through this world will live to
find themselves empty. In Luke’s gospel the blessed and the endangered are laid out side by side in
precise contradiction to how the world may see things. The rich are seen as inheriting poverty and the
poor are presented as inheriting riches.

These beatitudes are such a good focusing tool for Lent because they lay out forcefully the simple truth
that Jesus saw the world differently. When we see that Jesus saw things differently, we can begin to
understand the Lenten journey differently.

With God’s blessing and some time in these scriptures, we can come to understand that the world was
truly upside down in Jesus’ eyes. If we follow Christ all the way to the cross, we perhaps can begin to
understand how a crown of sharp thorns can be more kingly and hold more value than any crown of
gold. If we look at how Jesus sees the world we might understand that a spear piercing Christ’s side
might reveal more beauty and royalty than any scepter in the hand of a king or emperor.

If we can shift our perspective for a season perhaps we can see more clearly how the wisdom of God
was seen clearly through the actions of Christ that culminated at the cross. If we are blessed we may
even come to see our own stories differently after we come to start to see Jesus’ wisdom and life more
clearly.

In a moment, we are going to surrender our understanding of wisdom and foolishness to God. As we
nail them to the cross, I hope you will take a moment to offer your understanding up to God. To be clear,
I am not saying that you specifically do not understand the wisdom of God. I am also not saying that
your wisdom is foolishness compared to God’s wisdom.

What I am saying is that none of us truly understand either the wisdom of God or even how far our
wisdom is from God’s wisdom. This is part of the human condition and last time I checked, humanity
included me as well. As Paul references in Romans 3, but is put so well by one of the Bible’s wisest
authors in Ecclesiastes 7:2, “Surely there is no one on earth so righteous as to do good without ever
sinning.”



We all have something to learn on this journey. We all can see more clearly with God’s help, so I invite
you to join me this season as we pray, ponder, and reflect on what it means to be wise and what it
means to be foolish. Truly, God will meet us on this path if we open our hearts to God. Let us take a
moment to surrender our understanding to God and then pray together before communion.


