
January 2021 Sunday School Syllabus 
9:00 - 9:45 AM on Zoom Sunday mornings! 

 
January 10, 2021:  
 
“...God worketh in you; therefore you can work—otherwise it would be impossible.” 

—John Wesley, “On Working Out Our Own Salvation” 
 
Essay: “John Wesley on the Dedicated Christian Life” by Randy Maddox 

Found on page 11 of “A Year with John Wesley and Our Methodist Values” 
 
Charles Wesley Hymn: “Blest Be the Dear Uniting Love” (1742) 
 

1. Blest be the dear uniting love 
that will not let us part; 
our bodies may far off remove, 
we still are one in heart. 
 
2. Joined in one spirit to our Head, 
where he appoints we go, 
and still in Jesus' footsteps tread, 
and do his work below. 
 
3. O may we ever walk in him, 
and nothing know beside, 

nothing desire, nothing esteem, 
but Jesus crucified! 
 
4. We all are one who him receive, 
and each with each agree, 
in him the One, the Truth, we live; 
blest point of unity! 
 
5. Partakers of the Savior's grace, 
the same in mind and heart, 
nor joy, nor grief, nor time, nor place, 
nor life, nor death can part. 

 
 
 
  



January 17, 2021 
 

“It is the observation of an ancient writer that there have been from the beginning two 
orders of Christians. The one lived an innocent life, confirming in all things not sinful to 
the customs and fashions of the world, doing many good works, abstaining from gross 
evils, and attending the ordinances of God. They endeavoured in general to have a 
conscience void of offence in their outward behavior, but did not aim at any particular 
strictness, being in most things like their neighbours. The other sort of Christians not 
only abstained from all appearance of evil, were zealous of good works in every kind, 
and attended all the ordinances of God; but likewise used all diligence to attain the 
whole mind that was in Christ, and laboured to walk in every point as their beloved 
Master.”  

~ John Wesley, “The More Excellent Way”  
 
Sermon: “On Working Out Our Own Salvation” 

Found here at the Wesley Center Online 
Also found in collections of John Wesley’s Sermons as Sermon 85 

 
Charles Wesley Hymn: “O For a Heart to Praise My God” (1742) 

1. O for a heart to praise my God, 
a heart from sin set free, 
a heart that always feels thy blood 
so freely shed for me. 
 
2. A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
my great Redeemer's throne, 
where only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone. 
 
3. A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
believing, true, and clean, 
which neither life nor death can part 
from Christ who dwells within. 
 
4. A heart in every thought renewed 
and full of love divine, 
perfect and right and pure and good, 
a copy, Lord, of thine. 
 
5. Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; 
come quickly from above; 
write thy new name upon my heart, 
thy new, best name of Love. 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-85-on-working-out-our-own-salvation/


 
January 24, 2021 
 

“Behold the servant of the Lord! 
I wait thy guiding hand to feel, 

To hear, and keep thine every word, 
To prove, and do thy perfect will. 

Joyful from all my works to cease, 
Glad to fulfill all righteousness.” 

—Charles Wesley, “An Act of Devotion”, 1745 
 
Essay: “January: A Time to Renew Our Covenant with God” 
Found on page 13 of “A Year with John Wesley and Our Methodist Values” 
 
Charles Wesley Hymn: “Come Let Us Use the Grace Divine” 
 

1. Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord, 
in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord; 
Give up ourselves, thru Jesus' power, his name to glorify; 
and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
 
2. The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind; 
we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind. 
We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow; 
and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now. 
 
3. Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive, 
present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give; 
to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away, 
and register our names on high and keep us to that day! 

 
 
 
  



January 31, 2021 
 
Verse: “Person Bearing Testimony (1747)” by Charles Wesley 

—PDF provided by Duke Divinity School 
 
Hymn: “Jesus, Thine All-Victorious Love” 
 

1. Jesus, thine all victorious love 
shed in my heart abroad; 
then shall my feet no longer rove, 
rooted and fixed in God. 
 
2. O that in me the sacred fire 
might now begin to glow; 
burn up the dross of base desire 
and make the mountains flow! 
 
3. O that it now from heaven might fall 
and all my sins consume! 
Come, Holy Ghost, for thee I call, 
Spirit of burning, come! 
 
4. Refining fire, go through my heart, 
illuminate my soul; 
scatter thy life through every part 
and sanctify the whole. 

https://divinity.duke.edu/sites/divinity.duke.edu/files/documents/cswt/43_Person_Bearing_Testimony_%281747%29.pdf
https://divinity.duke.edu/sites/divinity.duke.edu/files/documents/cswt/43_Person_Bearing_Testimony_%281747%29.pdf

