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Sunday, December 19, 2021

Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 PM

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold!
* Indicates an invitation to stand as you are able.

}{ For web bulletin, see appendix section

Gathering as a Community

Prelude Mrs. Francine Darling (Music)

“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” By Michael Cox and Percy Smith

Welcome Rev. Robert Dean

Greeting for Blue Christmas * Mrs. Judi Eastburn

Rev. Robert Dean

There are two sides to every coin.
In a world with songs that sing “good will to all persons,”
there are people who feel run over by a whole team of reindeer.

Did you know that God loves you even when you feel down?
Did you know that God cares about you even if you don’t own an ugly sweater?

Did you know that God loves you when you are at your worst?
Did you know that God has open arms even when you have tear filled eyes?

These holidays are not easy for everyone.
This service takes place a few days before the longest night of the year.
This is a service for the people who know the dark hours.
This is a place where it is okay to not be okay.

You can feel lonely here and you are welcome here.
It is okay to not be okay in this place.

You don’t need to smile if you don’t want to smile.
Nobody will tell you to cheer up and fake it.
You are welcome here as a hurting person.
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Lest we forget, may God bless everyone who is here to just lovingly be present.
It is okay to be joyful and to be present as a person who loves others.
God bless the people who invited others and just simply want them to know they care.
Thank you for being friends who welcome others in worship.

The gift of knowing someone cares is a great gift.
Thank you for being people who love others.

Thank you for caring even if you don’t have words.
We love you and God loves you for being you.

Whether this is a rough season or a happy season, welcome to God’s house.
The angels once called “Peace on earth, and goodwill to all men.”
Whether you are happy or sad, male, female, or other,
You are welcome here and now to God’s house.

Opening Prayer * Mrs. Judi Eastburn

Almighty and everlasting God,

who sent the Light into a world of darkness,

Show your love to all who struggle to find hope,

that by your Light they may find a way

to find peace in a complicated world

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Opening Hymn * }{ Mrs. Francine Darling (Music)

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” v. 1, 5-7 The United Methodist Hymnal #209

Words: Traditional Music: “Veni Emmanuel”; 15th c. French)

A Call and Response for Blue Christmas Mrs. Judi Eastburn

Rev. Robert Dean

“Deck the Halls” & Lamentations 4:1-3,
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Pastoral Prayer of Confession and Invocation Rev. Robert Dean

Words of Assurance Mrs. Judi Eastburn

Hear the good news: Christ came for us while we were yet broken.
This proves God’s love for us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven,
Glory to God! Amen!

Listening for God

Transitional Piece

“30 Seconds of Stillness”

Scripture Readings

Luke 1:5-23, Mark 12:41-44 Judi Eastburn

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God!

Meditation Rev.Robert Dean

“Christmas shopping with two coins”
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Reflective Hymn * }{ Mrs. Francine Darling (Music)

Rev. Robert Dean (Vocals)

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” The United Methodist Hymnal #230

Words: Phillips Brooks (1868) Music: “Ar. Louis”; Lewis H. Redner (1868)

A Poem for a Brokenhearted Christmas Rev. Robert Dean)

Words: Rev, Robert Dean (2021)

Sometimes everything is too much
The lights, the songs, the memories:
my heart is broken in pieces
and shards of my soul seem missing.

The still, empty spaces hold ghosts.
Broken, we look through the years gone.
People celebrate and we cry
as memories fill the silence.

Still, we remember our Jesus:
the God of peace who also cried.
We see Him there by His friend's tomb
with wet tears on His holy face.

I pass each manger with longing.
Can I see the peace when I hear
the crying of a Child now cold
and breathing air all on His own?

Crying One, we, too, need to breathe.
Christ Child, we, too, want to be held.
Will You hold us through the dark nights?
Will You swaddle us with Your hope?

Like a broken bulb, we need help.
Not to be joyous and jolly,
not to look like it all is fine,
but to see that all shall be well.

Be with us as we shed our tears.
Bless us through the too silent night.
Be our holy Emmanuel:
We pray all may be wholly well
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Transitional Piece

“30 Seconds of Stillness”

A Blessing * Rev. Robert Dean (Vocals)

“Psalm 20” Psalms in a Translation for Praying

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi Used with permission

May YaH answer you
When you are overwhelmed;
May you rise above your distress
In the name of Jacob’s God.

From that sacred source,
may He send your help to you,
may He support you from Zion,
may He remember all your contributions.

May your whole-hearted devotion
Give you all the strength you need.
May He grant your heart’s desire;
may all your designs thrive.

We will celebrate your healing;
we will raise flags of gratitude to God.
Yes, may God grant all your needs.

I know now that God will help His
anointed,
with power at His right hand,
answering him–from His sacred abode.

So what if they attack
with horses and chariots?
All we need to do is
mention God’s name
and they will be subdued and surrender;
we will rise up and cheer.

YaH, help;
King, answer us today,
as we call out to You.
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Taizé Hymn * }{ Acapella

Rev. Robert Dean (Vocals)

“Come and Fill Our Hearts” The Faith We Sing #2157

Words and Music : Jacques Berthier
(1991)

Heading Out Into God’s World

Benediction * Pastor Rob Dean

Postlude Mrs. Francine Darling (Music)

Cover Image: “Shattered Ice Flow” Photographer: Rev. Robert Dean

Serving you today

Kelly Brower, Technology

Francine Darling, Music

Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader

Carol Grove & Joan Organ, Altar Guild

Robert Dean, Pastor

Others, To Be Determined

Psalm 20 was translated by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, who was engaged deeply in
ecumenical interreligious dialogue and work. A donation was made (as per Rabbi Zalman’s
request and instructions) for the use of the Psalm in worship this evening to “Aleph: Alliance for
Jewish Renewal” in Philadelphia. We are blessed by his interreligious legacy and openness and
express our deepest respect to his spiritual family: shalom aleichem.
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