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Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 

 

* Indicates an invitation to stand as you are able. 

}{ For web bulletin, see appendix section 

 

 

Gathering as a Community 

 

 

Prelude Francine Darling (Music)  
  

“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” By Nicholas Hopkins 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 

  

 

Call to Worship * Judi Eastburn 
  

 Philippians 4:4-7 
  

  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness 

be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer of Invocation * Pastor Rob Dean 
  

Blessed Christ, the time of celebration draws closer and closer. We rejoice together 

as a community across the miles because You draw near to us both now and 

throughout our years. As we gather this December morning, we remember that You 
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are the One who guards our hearts and our minds. 

 

Pour out the Holy Spirit upon us as we gather together. Through Your Spirit 

empower us to let go of our anxieties and concerns. Give us the words to share our 

deepest needs with You. Bless us with the peace that surpasses all understanding 

and (if it is Your will) help us to walk this road together as peaceful and 

encouraging companions.  

 

With Your Name in our hearts, with the strength of Your Spirit in our lungs, and 

with the love of our Creator on our lips, we pray these things and rejoice in You 

Amen! 

 

 

Opening Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music)  

Jack Darling (Vocals) 
  

“Toda la Tierra” The United Methodist Hymnal #210 
  
Words: Alberto Taulè (1972) 

Transl.: Gertrude C. Suppe (1987) 

Music: “Taulè”by Alberto Taulè (1972) 

Harm.: Skinner Chávez-Melo (1988) 

Copyright: Words © 1972, 1993 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP; 

Trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 

 

 

Advent Reading * Mary Louise Gallagher 
  
 Zephaniah 3:14-20 
  

Holy Spirit, we light this candle as we remember Your caring love throughout the 

years. We thank you for turning away enemies from the vulnerable and protecting 

the down-trodden.  We thank You for restoring the broken and remembering Your 

promises. We thank You for Jesus who shared a love that cared for and gathered 

together people of every type, ability, tribe, and community.  As we light this candle, 

we ask You to help us to share the hope and promise of Advent with our lives.  Help 

us and bless us as a community. Amen.   

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath * }{ Mary Louise Gallagher 
  
 Three Purple; Light the Advent Candle, TFWS, 2090, v. 3 
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Celebrating together 

 
 
A Brief Expression of Thankfulness * }{ Judi Eastburn 

 
  

Response: Judi Eastburn 
  

The Doxology, “Praise God…” The United Methodist Hymnal #95 
  

Words: Thomas Ken (1674) Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551) 

 

 

 

 

Response: Francine Darling (Music) 

Pastor Rob Dean (Vocals)  
  

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” The Faith We Sing # 2026 
  

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halleluja! Halleluja! 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer * Judi Eastburn 
  
 Based on Isaiah 12:2-6 
  

Holy God, You are our salvation. We trust in You and we are not afraid. We 

draw waters from the wells of salvation and we praise Your name, for the well 

never runs dry. We drink deeply and know that Your strength is our strength. 

We fill our cup and remember that You are our salvation. 

 

Help us to sing praises as we bring our offerings before You. Bless the song we 

sing as we share our treasure and talents with the community around us. Bless 

the shouts that echo in praise as we share our strength and our time in Your 

Name, Bless all of the people who join in the song of praise that we share as 

we lift up Your name both now and always.      Amen. 
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Prayer(s) of the People Pastor Rob Dean 

   credits 

Prayer for the Community 

 

Holy God, as I pray for this community, I remember the first four verses of Psalm 37. 

Spending time with each of these veres, I have found reasons for hope and for poetry: 

“Let go of those dreadful fears you rehearse and repeat about those wicked people. 

They will fade out like the sound of a curse so do not envy or fingers steeple. 

 

Like summer's herbs after a hard first frost 

The impious ones will wither away. 

As if they were long grass the hot sun crossed 

Their fortunes will shrink in the heat of day. 

 

Instead, trust that God is always around 

and do better things with your own two hands. 

Focus on living where your feet touch ground 

Live well and see the blessing on these lands. 

 

Live well with God and find trust in the Way. 

Believe that God will bless all in Your heart. 

Be grateful in spirit and come what may, 

You will be cared for from finish to start. 

 

God, we lift up the names in our hearts before You, for we know that there are moments 

when passages like Psalm 37:1-4 seem like empty words. There are moments when it 

feels like the wicked prosper while the righteous struggle. There are moments when it is 

easy to be envious of others rather than grateful for what we have in our lives. There are 

Anthem Francine Darling (Music)  

 Jack Darling (Vocals) 
  

“Oh Morning Star, How Fair How Bright” by Philipp Nicolai 
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moments when the grass seems lush and every other person's lawn seems green while we 

are stuck shoveling our driveways.  

 

Life is difficult at times, so we lift up those who are struggling before You. Psalm 37 tells 

us to trust, so we begin by trusting You with the names of people we care about in this 

life. Psalm 37 tells us to do good, so we ask for the strength and wisdom to do good in the 

lives of the people we have named. Psalm 37 tells us to take delight in You, so we ask 

You to help us live with delight by caring for the people we have named. 

 

We also lift up the people who have been thoroughly and deeply blessed. We thank You 

for those who are living out their lives while trusting in You. We thank You for the lands 

where they walk, for the blessings they carry, and for the goodness in their lives. Help us 

to celebrate alongside them with trust. 

 

We ask You to be with us. Be our God and help us to delight in Your name, even as we 

pray the prayer that Your Son taught us: 

 

 

Response: The Lord’s Prayer  
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

 thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,  

 and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

 

 

Listening for God 

 

 

Transitional Piece   
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“30 Seconds of Stillness”  

 
 
Scripture Readings   

  

Luke 3:7-18 Judi Eastburn 

 

 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Sermon Pastor Rob Dean  
  

“John the Baptist has one coat” 

 

 

Heading Out Into God’s World  

 

 

Closing Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music)  

Jack Darling (Vocals) 
  

“Savior of the Nations, Come” United Methodist Hymnal # 214 

  

Words: Martin Luther (st. 1-2)(1523) 

Trans.: William Reynolds (1851) 

           Martin L. Seltz (st. 3-4)(1969) 

Music: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland 

by J. S. Bach (alt.) 

Source: Enchiridion Oder Handbüchlein,  

Erfurt, 1524 

 

 

Benediction * Pastor Rob Dean 

 

 

Postlude Francine Darling (Music)  
  

“People Look East” by Lloyd Larson 
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Cover Image:  “Norway Spruce (Picea abies)”             Photographer: Pastor Robert Dean 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings (via Zoom, Hybrid, or In Person)  
 

• Tu, Dec 14:  Church Council  7:00 PM Zoom 

• Mo, Dec 20  Food Pantry         posted times in Fellowship Hall 

• Tu, Dec 21:  Trustees   6:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

• Tu, Dec 28:  Finance Committee 7:00 PM Zoom 

Serving you today 
 

Kelly Brower, Technology 

Francine Darling, Music 

Jack Darling, Vocals 

Joan Organ, Altar Guild 

Mary Louise Gallagher, Advent Reader 

 Rev. Robert Dean, Pastor 

      Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 

Dick Peterson, Greeter & Usher 

Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin Prep. 

Others, To Be Determine
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    
NOTES: 
 
Throughout Advent we are allowing the Revised Common Lectionary to focus our time 

together as a congregation in an intentional way. The RCL readings for this Sunday in 

Year C are Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 3:7-18, and Philippians 4:4-7. In our 

service, our Advent Reading was based around the reading from Zephaniah, the Isaiah 

reading was both our Call to Worship and the inspiration for our Prayer of Invocation, the 

Philippians reading inspired our Offertory prayer, and our sermon was based on the 

gospel reading. We invite you to spend more time with these passages this week. 

 

Next Sunday night at 7:00 PM we will be holding a "Blue Christmas Service" on both 

Zoom and in person in the sanctuary. You are invited to join us for this service designed 

to help bless individuals who may be having a difficult time this Christmas season. Feel 

free to bring a friend, bring your sorrow, or simply come to support others during a rough 

time. 

 
~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   APPENDIX   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~ 

Hymns/Doxology for the service follows (electronic version)  
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The Doxology 
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