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Sunday, November 28, 2021 

First Sunday in Advent 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

* Indicates an invitation to stand as you are able.

}{ For web bulletin, see appendix section

Gathering as a Community 

Prelude Francine Darling (Music) 

“Song Without Words” by Felix Mendelson 

Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 

Call to Worship * Judi Eastburn 

Based on 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 

May our Creator, the Holy Spirit, and 

our Lord Jesus Christ guide our way. 

May the Lord make us increase and abound 

in love for one another and for all people. 

May the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for 

all people, just as I seek to abound in 

love for you. 

May the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for all people, just as we seek 

to abound in love for you. 

Prayer of Invocation Pastor Rob 

Based on 1 Thessalonians 3:11-14 

Holy Spirit, as we begin the Advent journey, we remember the exhortation shared 

with the early church by the Apostle Paul. We remember how Paul expressed love 

for the people in his care. We remember how that love poured over into a holy call 
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on their lives to be filled with a love that could not be contained in one person or 

one community. We remember how that love was inspired to spread over the world 

around like falling snow. 
 
As we gather together, we ask that You be our Counselor and Friend today and 

throughout Advent. We ask that You fill our hearts with a love that would 

strengthen our hearts in holiness. Help us to fill this community with love. Help that 

love to pour out into the world around us so that all people might be thankful and 

grateful for our relationship with You. Help our love to proclaim the gospel at all 

times both with and without words.     Amen! 

 

 

Opening Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music)  

Jack Darling (Vocals) 
  

“People, Look East” The United Methodist Hymnal #202 
  
Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1928) Music: “Basançon”, harm. by Martin Shaw (1928) 

Copyright: Harm. © Oxford University Press. From "Oxford Book of Carols" 1928 

 

 

Advent Reading * Dick Peterson 
  
 Jeremiah 33:14-16 
  

We light this candle together as one community across the miles. See the flame, O 

One who is our Righteousness. Help us to see the promises that You fulfilled 

through the Christmas Child. Help us to hope in You throughout the days of our 

lives until we see the Branch of Righteousness with our own eyes.     Amen! 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath * }{ Dick Peterson 
  
 One Purple; Light the Advent Candle, TFWS, 2090, v. 1 
  

 
 

Celebrating together 

 
 
A Brief Expression of Thankfulness * }{ Judi Eastburn 
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Response: Judi Eastburn 
  

The Doxology, “Praise God…” The United Methodist Hymnal #95 
  

Words: Thomas Ken (1674) Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551) 

 

 

 

 

Response: Francine Darling (Music) 

Pastor Rob Dean (Vocals)  
  

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” The Faith We Sing # 2026 
  

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halleluja! Halleluja! 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer * Judi Eastburn 
  

God of every blessing, the wind blows through the branches of the pine tree. 

We cannot see the wind, but we hear the branches rattle and shake as it passes. 

The wind whispers without sight: snow drifts and smoke twirls and dances into 

the sky.  
 
Send Your Spirit to blow through our lives. Even if we cannot see the Spirit, 

help us to see the ways that it works in and around us. May the Spirit wind in 

and around generous acts of love and kindness. May our Counselor guide us as 

we use our resources and share our finances. May our Advocate whisper words 

of grace in our ears and help us to share words of forgiveness with others. 

Blow in and around all of the offerings we make throughout our 

lives.      Amen. 

Anthem Francine Darling (Music)  

 Jack Darling & the TUMC Choir (Vocals) 
  

“Lead Me Lord” By Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
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Prayer(s) of the People Pastor Rob Dean 

   credits 

Prayer for the Community 

 

O God, in 1765 a poet named Christopher Smart shared a portion of Psalm 42 during a 

time of great trials. In the midst of a difficult time, Smart wrote: 
 

"O God—my spirit is athirst 

    For God in whom we live and move; 

When in God's church shall I be first 

    My piety to prove? 
 

My tears have been my constant food, 

    Which day and night my griefs supply, 

While with malevolence renewed 

    Where is thy God, they cry? 
 

Now when I thin thereon I shed 

    By stealth the showers of inward care; 

For I before was wont to head 

    These multitudes to prayer. 

 

 

 

All in one voice of that delight 

    Which from the great thanksgiving flows, 

As youths and maids, a goodly sight, 

    The festive wreath compose. 
 

Why do I drag this loathsome load, 

    Whence, O my soul, art thou oppressed; 

And what are these the stings, that goad 

    And wound my tortured breast? 
 

O trust in God his power to save 

    The cup of thankfulness fulfill, 

He keeps thy head above the wave, 

    And is thy savior still..." 

 

Hundreds of years later, we walk the same path as Smart. Thousands of years after the 

life of King David, we still drag along loathsome loads that sting, goad, and wound us. 

Centuries after Christopher Smart prayed and millennia after their inspirations were put 

in scripture, we continue to feast upon our tears as we sit and listen to the mockery of 

angry voices.  
 

Help us, Holy God. Help us to trust in You and Your salvation. As we lift up the people 

we have named aloud and in our hearts, help their heads to stay above the waves that 

crash upon their lives. Help the grateful among us to share their hope with others. Help 

the struggling to reach out a hand for the help they need. Bless all of the people who we 

lift up in our prayers as we go throughout this time and throughout our lives.  
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May the showers of our inward care fall in Your sight as You count each tear. May the 

festive wreath we compose with our lives be pleasing in Your sight, even as we pray the 

prayer that Your Son taught us: 

Response: The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, 

and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

Listening for God 

Transitional Piece 

“30 Seconds of Stillness” 

Scripture Readings 

Psalm 25:1-10 Judi Eastburn 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Pastor Rob Dean 

“The Journey Begins (but never ended)” 
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Heading Out Into God’s World 

Closing Hymn * }{ Francine Darling (Music) 

Jack Darling (Vocals) 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” United Methodist Hymnal # 196 

Words: Charles Wesley (1744) Music: Hyfrydol by Rowland H. Prichard (1830) 

Source: The English Hymnal, 1906 (harm.) 

Benediction * Pastor Rob Dean 

Postlude Francine Darling (Music) 

“Air in G” From Suite XIV 

Cover Image:  Umbrella Pine (Sciadopitys verticillata)”  Photographer: Pastor Robert Dean 



Upcoming Meetings (via Zoom, Hybrid, or In Person) 

• Tues, Nov 30 Finance Committee 7:00 PM      Zoom 

• Mo, Dec 6 Food Pantry       posted times in Fellowship Hall 

• Tu, Dec 7: PPRC  7:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

• Tu, Dec 14: Church Council 7:00 PM Zoom 

• Mo, Dec 20 Food Pantry      posted times in Fellowship Hall 

• Tu, Dec 21: Trustees 6:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

Serving you today 

Kelly Brower, Technology 

Francine Darling, Music 

Jack Darling, Vocals 

Carol Grove & Joan Organ, Altar Guild 

Rev. Robert Dean, Pastor 

Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 

Dick Peterson, Greeter & Usher 

Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin Prep. 

Others, To Be Determined
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOTES: 

This year we will be holding a "Blue Christmas" Service on the Sunday 

before the Winter Solstice. At 7:00 PM on Sunday, December 19th, we 

will be gathering in person and on Zoom to hold a hybrid service to join in 

worship during a difficult season for people going through turmoil, grief, 

and other difficulties. Please join us for worship on that Sunday evening 

either for your own benefit or to encourage others going through difficult 

times. 

The lectionary lies at the heart of today's service. The Epistle reading for the first Sunday 

of Advent was 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 and was at the core of the opening of worship. 

Psalm 25:1-10 was the Psalter reading and inspired the sermon along with the reading 

from the Hebrew scriptures: Jeremiah 33:14-16. The reading from Jeremiah also inspired 

the Advent lighting prayer as well as the Offertory prayer. The Gospel reading for the 

first Sunday of Advent was Luke 21:25-36 and revolved around the themes of being 

watchful. The hymns "People, Look East" and "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" are 

both hymns about being watchful. 

~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   APPENDIX   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~~~~~~~   ~~~~ 

Hymns/Doxology for the service follows (electronic version) 
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The Doxology 
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