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When I was young, I had a great love of reading. I am the niece of two
English teachers who encouraged me to read often. I read enough that
I practically emptied the school library of new material before I left
elementary school.

In middle school I attempted to do the same thing until I came across
authors that challenged my perspective on the world through their
stories. I went from reading what was around to reading people that
truly inspired me. In time I would come to love reading Leo Tolstoy,
Fyodor Doestoevsky, C.S. Lewis, and especially J. R. R. Tolkien. I went
from reading a short book called “The Hobbit” to slowly chewing over a
series of three books that would become a Hollywood film series that
would net nearly 3 billion dollars from the box office receipts on the
original three films alone.

The three books in the Lord of the Rings trilogy focused on the story of
a small group of individuals seeking to take a powerful artifact to the
one place it could be destroyed. Yes, there were four halflings known
as hobbits, but there was also a wizard, a dwarf, an elf, a knight from a
powerful kingdom named Gondor, and the king of Gondor living in exile
named Aragorn.

The third book of Tolkien’s trilogy was “The Return of the King.” As you
may have guessed without reading the book, part of the plot was the
return of Aragorn to his throne in power and majesty. I will not spoil the
story or how it unfolds, but when the books come to their conclusion,



Aragorn has returned as the King. Again, you may have guessed that
from the title “Return of the King.”

I promised not to spoil the story in case this sermon inspires someone
to read the series, but it can be said without spoiling the plot that much
like mythological figures of legend and history, Aragorn’s journey back
to the throne required facing challenges. Aragorn faced a challenging
journey like Odysseus returning from Troy and faced overwhelming
forces like Leonidas at Thermopylae. Tolkien drew inspiration from
historical and mythological tales to create a character who continues to
have a strong presence and admirers in both literary and film circles.

One historical figure was not an inspiration for Aragorn despite
apparent similarities. It is widely known that Tolkien stated in the
foreword to the second edition of the Lord of the Rings that the series
was neither meant to be topical nor allegorical. Tolkien published all
three novels between 1954 and 1955. He was adamant that the trilogy
was neither meant to be read as a topical story about either the
Second World War or the Cold War of his times nor as an allegory of
the Christian faith. Of all the inspirations for Aragorn there was one
King who was clearly not an inspiration for Aragorn. Tolkien meant for
any understanding of Christ’s return as King to be kept completely
separate from the story of Aragorn.

If you are familiar with the story, the need for Tolkien to make a
statement separating Christ from Aragorn may be either easy to
understand or perhaps difficult to grasp. They do have a lot in
common. Both figures are set to return to a world seemingly in chaos
and on the verge of collapse. Aragorn may have had to deal with
balrogs and trolls, but a reading of revelation tells a story of Christ
returning to a world with dragons and beasts. Both figures have
moments in their stories that require great sacrifices and both figures



have moments when the very people who should support them most
betray them.

There are similarities in both stories, but there are vast differences as
well. Aragorn faces a horrible monster named Sauron who is the
equivalent of a fallen angel, but Aragorn’s return does not end evil in
the world. If you wish to dive deep into why, Sauron is just a lieutenant
to the real corruptor of the world who is known as Melkor or Morgoth in
Tolkien’s Silmarillion.

When Christ returns, we have a story where everything is set right.
Revelation 19 describes a great victory over the beast and ferocious
armies, but ultimately the victory is about more than one victory over
one army and one foe. While Aragorn may save Gondor, Christ returns
and the world does more than change in small subtle ways. When
Christ returns, everything is different. Death comes to an end, those
who have passed away are brought back to life, and the world is
brought to a place where justice and righteousness fill the world. In the
words of Amos 5:24, justice is made to roll down like waters and
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.

Consider the words from Revelation which we just heard a few
moments ago. In Tolkien’s world Aragorn is the last of the ancient
bloodline of Numenor. While that is impressive in Tolkien’s world if
perhaps a bit off putting in a world like ours that raises eyebrows
whenever the idea of racial purity comes up, in the end Aragorn is
simply a man.

Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end… Tolkien’s world awaited a king to return to the throne,
but Christ is the one who is, and was, and is to come. In Tolkien’s world
Aragorn would reign for one lifetime as one person in a long line, but in



our world we believe that Christ has reigned, is reigning, and will reign
forever. Aragorn lives a life, but Christ holds life without end. Aragorn
may be an impressive man, but Christianity holds that Christ is both
fully human and fully divine. Christ is more than a powerful man or
even the half spawn of a divine being sometimes called a demigod.
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. Christ’s return is the
visible return of the invisible God to do the very work begun in creation.

As a child, I loved the story of Aragorn and stories like Aragorn offered
me many things. Beyond just swinging a stick at a tree, stories of
people like Aragorn made me think that power and strength should be
used for something greater than selfish gain. Such lessons were
important, but the gifts offered by Christ are so much greater. I do not
wish to insult the power of the story created by Tolkien, but the king in
Tolkien’s world does not hold a candle to Christ. Thankfully, I do not
need to worry about offending Tolkien. I know that Tolkien himself as a
staunch Catholic said similar things many times.

Indeed, when John the Revelator opens his book of Revelation he
offers grace and peace to those who read the book because Christ’s
return is more than a fictitious story. The Christ that John the Revelator
worshiped is the same Christ that we worship today. The grace that
John offered is a grace that is available today. The peace that John
speaks of is a peace that transcends both space and time to be with us
today. These words do more than tell us an entertaining story. These
words give us hope for the day when the true King will return. In the
words of Julian of Norwich, all shall be well, and all shall be well, and
every manner of thing shall be well. We find the peace that Julian
referenced and the grace John the Revelator offered not in an empty
word from the past but in our faith that is living and active.



On this Sunday before Thanksgiving, I personally give thanks that
Christ is more than simply the character in an entertaining story.
People like Aragorn might have invited me to think of how I swing a
branch in my yard, but Christ is a king who taught me to love my
enemies, to pray for those who persecute me, and to honestly have
hope even when things seem grim. When Jesus stood before Pilate
and was questioned about His Kingship, Jesus said that His kingdom
is not of this world. Jesus speaks of a Kingdom of truth and that the
people who belong to His kingdom will listen to that truth.

I do not know who else needs to hear this, but I know I need to be
reminded of what that means. Christ’s kingdom is not of this world,
which means that sometimes the things of this world do not always
make sense. I long for the day that Christ will return, but until then
things may continue to not make sense.

Now, at this point, you may be thinking that this sermon has not been
very practical. I understand that not everyone enjoys fantasy fiction nor
will take away a lot from the comparisons made in this sermon, so let’s
consider the brass tacks of what all of this means.

Here’s a very practical way that we can apply the grace, peace, and
power of Christ that we have been talking about to our lives. On
Thanksgiving, the people I want to be at the table may be someplace
else. In another life, people around me may end up saying things
around me that make me want to pull my hair out and life may get
overwhelming. Even in a world where the conversation at Thanksgiving
goes perfectly with people I love, the turkey may be dry, the person in
front of me in the grocery store the morning of turkey day might buy the
last can of cranberry sauce, and I might trip and drop the pumpkin pie
while walking up the stairs at Grandma’s house.



There may be moments this Thanksgiving when everything seems
turned upside down either by what is happening or what we wish was
happening. Even if we spent the whole year praying about the coming
days, things may still go awry when relatives who have not seen each
other for two years sit across from each other and someone makes the
mistakes of mentioning politics. Things may simply go wrong this
Thursday. Chaos may reign in the coming days and there have been
moments in history when things have been chaotic regardless of our
best attempts.

Friends, even if things do go wrong or imperfectly, it is going to be
alright. We have a King who has neither forgotten us nor abandoned
us. The day will come when our Christ will return and all will be made
well. Until then, we have witnessed ourselves the fact that we do not
walk this road alone. We are surrounded by people who walk with us,
help us, and bless us along the way. There are so many reasons to
have hope this Thanksgiving even if you burn your turkey. It can be
and it will be okay.

I invite you to celebrate that the Kingdom of God is more than an
empty story or even an entertaining story. I invite you to celebrate that
our King will return and far greater enemies than orcs and giants will
fall down before Him. I invite you to remember and believe.

Let us pray…

As a note, I was very tempted to select as our closing hymn “Arise,
Shine Out, Your Light Has Come,” which is #725 in our hymnal
because of the words of the hymn and the name of the tune, which is
named “Dunedin.” Aragorn was a member of the “Dunedain.”
Thankfully, I had enough self control and chose a different song about



the return of Christ which is far better known. I invite you to rise in body
or spirit to sing #717, the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”


