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We are gathered here on the Sunday after All Saints’ Day. Once known as All Hallowsmas, or the Mass
for the Holy Dead, this time of year is a time to celebrate and remember those who have gone before
us.

For many people, today is a bittersweet day of remembrance. It is wonderful to remember those who
have passed into God’s hands, but it is often mixed with sadness and grief. Although we are filled with
gratitude for those who have lived their lives with us, we can be filled with a gratitude mixed with
sorrow, especially during the first few days, weeks, months, and years after a loved one has passed on
into glory.

It is my belief that one should rarely be scolded for feeling their grief. I hope that those in grief today
understand that they are surrounded today by a community that loves them and prays with them.

It is also my belief that gratitude belongs at the heart of celebrations like the celebration of All Saints’
Day. In our reading today, we find ourselves looking at an amazing story found within the book of
Revelation. I invite you to consider what we have read with a question in your mind: “Is this a reason to
celebrate?”

As our reading begins there are four angels standing at the metaphorical four corners of the earth. If
you are wondering where the four corners of the earth can be found on a map, there are multiple
theories on which points of geography might be referenced in this passage, but I generally ask a simple
question when I read Revelation and other books of prophecy in the scriptures. Is this text meant to
express a concrete fact or allude to a different kind of truth?

If we see this passage as trying to express something other than geography, our passage shows us
something amazing. In Revelation, the world has become chaotic and broken. After a long period of
time where God has worked to bring people to a place of freedom and newness, the world has come to
a point where everything is essentially broken. Seals are broken on ancient scroll that bound the world
away from pain and sorrow. The world is brought to the very edge of destruction, but before anything
else happens an angel stops everything to do something interesting.

As the four angels stand at the corners of the earth holding back the winds, as the four horsemen of the
apocalypse stand ready, as the rulers of the earth themselves shake with fear, everything comes to a
stop. Before anything else, the servants of God are marked as faithful people. First, 144,000 people are
marked from the tribes of Israel, but then something else happens. Verses 9-10 tell us:

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”



Think about what that passage says about the people called into God’s community. The multitude of
people who are welcome in God’s house is a multitude made up of people from all over the world. In
that community there are people who speak every language, who come from every ethnicity, who come
from every tribe, and who are numerous beyond any number. As a community this amazing and diverse
group of people are gathered together with a purpose. These people cry out in praise to God.

You may be asking what is amazing about this moment in our scriptures. You might also be asking what
this has to do with All Saints or those who have passed. I would propose to you a simple truth: this
diverse community is broad enough to inspire gratitude and hope within us.

For the past thirteen years I have served as a minister in the United Methodist Church. I have
remembered the lives of railroad workers who loved to listen to rap music and homemakers who liked
to ride on motorcycles. I have heard people share the stories of saints who loved to pickle cucumbers
and saints who kept getting into a pickle throughout their years. I have sat with saints who journeyed
through life deeply in love with a partner and those saints who have walked their journey with friendship
as their primary relationship with others. There have been people whose ancestors came from around
the world, whose ancestors walked these lands, and whose ancestors were a mystery to everyone
around them. I have seen the gospel warm the heart of a homeless, the addicted, and the mentally ill. I
have seen God’s love embrace those who are differently abled, those who were heartbroken, and those
who were so perfectly fine that they were occasionally afraid they were missing something. I have seen
people of many different stripes and types, but one thing I have never seen.

I have never seen a person so lost, so strange, or so bizarre that they existed beyond the love of God. I
know there are some teachers who love to say “There is no such thing as a bad kid.” As a pastor I can
say that there is no such thing as a person beyond God’s love. I have seen the love of God swoop in
and draw in even the most stubborn and difficult of people over the years.

I say today is a day of gratitude because I believe two things deeply in my heart. First, I believe that
many (if not all of us) know people that have gone on from this life to a place past the moment of death.
Second, I believe that there is nothing in all of creation that can separate us from the love of Jesus
Christ. I do not believe for a heartbeat that something as common and mundane as death can stand in
the way of the powerful love of God.

Why do I believe this? Besides the evidence of generation after generation of faithful members of the
church attesting to this ancient truth, I know that we have a wonderful gift in the gift of the scriptures.
Jesus taught about resurrection and even told the church that He was ascending into heaven to
prepare a place for us. Jesus taught that His followers would drink the same cup as Christ and walk the
same road that led Christ to God’s house. The apostles taught throughout their ministry and we have
testimony in their letters that resurrection would unite the dead with the living Christ. Even the chapter
before this passage speaks of the faithful martyrs finding comfort and solace even after death.

Our scriptures testify, our traditions affirm, and I believe the Holy Spirit affirms that there is nothing that
can separate us from the love of Jesus Christ. When we hold this faith with all of our hearts, I believe
that moments like today can be moments of great gratitude even when that gratitude coexists with grief
and sorrow.



We may grieve that we do not see our loved ones in this moment, but we are a people who believe that
God cares for them even when they pass over from this life to the next. We may have sorrow that our
lives have become emptier for a season after the loss of someone we love, but we are a people who
believe that God cares for those who live as well as those who have passed. We may be separated for
a moment, but we are a people who believe that death is more a matter of saying “See you when the
time is right” rather than saying a permanent “goodbye.”

As we continue to worship this day, we will take a moment to remember those we have lost. As we
continue to worship, we will remember the good people that have walked through our lives. As we
continue to worship, we will lift up our memories.

Friends, I invite you to do more than just lift up a name. I invite you to have gratitude both in the life that
you have seen and in the life that is in the hands of God. May God grant you courage, hope, faith, and
love in these moments. May your hearts be grateful and may you trust that God will never forget or
forsake the children of God. Let us pray…



7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four
winds of the earth so that no wind could blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2 I saw
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God, and he
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to damage earth and sea,
3 saying, “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have marked the servants of
our God with a seal on their foreheads.”

4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed
out of every tribe of the people of Israel:

5 From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand sealed.

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,



nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”


