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There is a picture of a tree on the cover of our bulletin this week. Did you notice it? The tree is full of
brightly colored leaves. Their colors just scream out to be noticed: “Look at us! we’ve been sitting here
in green all summer while you looked past us, but not now! We are orange. We are bright. We are
beautiful!” The leaves are quite beautiful. They almost make up for the abysmal lack of color for the
coming winter months.



Of course, I am assuming you saw the tree and the beautiful leaves. There are other things that might
have gotten in the way. Although I took the picture aiming at a reflection on a creek on a windless
afternoon, there are still ripples. Did the distortion from the ripples throw you off? There are also fallen
leaves and twigs to distract you. Did they get in the way? It is easy to be distracted by the little things.

Of course, being distracted by the little things is something a lot of people do in this life. At some level
we all know there’s something wonderful and amazing in front of us, right? We notice it at moments
when children enter the world, when wedding bells ring, and even when we say goodbye to a loved
one. The world around us can be beautiful, serene, peaceful, and even dreadful. There are deep things
around us and likely important things to do, but the world around us can be distracting.

Human beings are easily distracted: this is neither new knowledge nor shocking knowledge. We do
notice that beautiful things are happening in the world, but our eyes are drawn to the glow of our cell
phones. We do see that there are awful things that should be changed, but there’s that notification
buzzer telling us that we have a text. We notice that life is fleeting and temporary, but we have received
ten new emails since we put our phone on silent for a funeral service.

There’s a beautiful world around us. There’s a bigger picture that can help us understand the beauty of
our lives. There’s a finality in all of our lives that can only be swallowed up through the mystery of God’s
love. Life is beautiful, dreadful, lovely, challenging, and amazing; however, we have so much to see and
do. The reflection is covered in floating leaves and we can be hard pressed to find the beauty beneath.

This is not new. Long ago, a man named Elijah who lived in the holy land was called to be a prophet.
The prophets were often concerned with the big picture of life. They dealt with little things, to be certain,
but they spent a lot of time apparently trying to share a message on the level of kings and kingdoms.
Prophets like Jonah share messages with entire cities like Nineveh. Prophets like Isaiah left behind
words that spoke of the Messiah. The prophets were often recorded while sharing big picture things.

Elijah was called in our reading to confront the king of Israel named Ahab. Ahab was doing some pretty
big picture evil things: besides worshipping fertility gods and goddesses instead of the Lord, Ahab ruled
as Jericho was rebuilt. In 1 Kings 16:34, we are told that the cost of this act was the lives of two
children who were the sons of the person rebuilding Jericho.

As gruesome as it sounds, many scholars read that passage as stating that the builder sacrificed his
eldest son to rebuild the foundation of the walls and his youngest son to set up the city’s gates1. Even if
the children died as a result of the labor, the Biblical narrative is clear: Elijah is being called to confront
a very wicked ruler who is ruling over a land where things are neither healthy nor well for the people of
God.

Elijah steps in and tells Ahab that the water is going to dry up. After delivering this message, Elijah is
sent by God away from the soon to be very thirsty and angry king to stay by the path of a river. As the
river dried, even Elijah is in a place where the big picture struggles of the people are causing hunger to
become an issue.

1 New Oxford Annotated Bible, pg. 518.



At this moment, Elijah is sent to a widow. She has little enough to have one final meal with her son
before dying. The widow is in serious need. She has very little, Elijah has just come in from a dried up
river bed, and the whole land is drying up.

In other words, to bring us back on subject, the people are reasonably distracted. Whether they are
distracted by the shiny temples and altars dedicated to idols who promise plenty of children and life to
those that worship them or are distracted by the lack of rain, the people are not noticing the big picture.
Whether they are distracted by the plans for one last meal or distracted by the memories of the past,
the people are distracted from the big picture.

What’s the big picture here? Elijah is seemingly the only one in this story that remembers that God is
present. The widow and her son see a nearly empty pantry, but Elijah knows that there is no reason to
be afraid. Elijah knows that there can be a way even if it seems impossible. Elijah has open eyes and
sees beyond the distraction. Despite all of the reasons to despair or lose hope, Elijah refuses to forget
that God is present beyond their current circumstances.

Indeed, the widow and her child make it through the famine. Indeed, the whole reason that we share
this story is that the people of God survive not only this dry spell but the whole of the reign of wicked
King Ahab. The situation is dreadful and the obstacles are gigantic, but they are not insurmountable.
God’s people make it through and the narrative presented is clear: they make it through because God is
there.

Generations later, a Jewish rabbi who was more than just a rabbi would gather the people and share
about the big picture that Elijah was experiencing. Although He may not have been directly referencing
the story, Jesus’ words could have come out of Elijah’s lips. Jesus asks simple questions: Why worry
about food? The birds have enough. Why worry about drink? Do you think that it will help you live
longer if you live in fear of going thirsty? Why worry about your clothes? You will have enough.

What should the people be striving for in this life? Instead of worrying about clothes and food, Jesus
invites them to strive for the kindom of God and God’s righteousness. Instead of focusing on the little
things in front of them constantly, Jesus tells them that their true efforts over the long haul should be
aimed at reaching for what truly matters.

To be clear, Jesus does not tell the people not to eat, not to go shopping, and not to think ahead. Even
the disciples have the plan to run to the market when thousands of people show up in the wilderness to
hear Jesus preach. It strikes me that a reaction like that of the disciples in Luke 9 indicates that Jesus
had been with his disciples to the market more than once. Jesus tells them not to worry. There’s a
distinct difference between not worrying and not caring.

Similarly, the widow in our story is not told to reach into a jar and pull out a loaf of bread. There is oil
and grain to make bread within her pantry, but there is still work to be done. The widow, her son, her
household, and even Elijah will have enough for days to come, but the bread must still be kneaded,
baked, and served. The big picture does not mean that the everyday distractions won’t need to be dealt
with. It does mean that they need to be kept in perspective.

In my perspective, the words of Jesus, the example of Elijah, and least importantly the cover on our
bulletin all point to the same simple truth. The world is beautiful, wonderful, and great. God is at work in



that amazing world. To be fair, there are large issues like life, death, and loss that our distractions keep
us from considering as well. Those things can be beautiful as well. Above all these things is our
relationship with God that enables us to live with such beauty, awe, and wonder.

It would be tragic if we always focused on the leaves to the detriment of the reflection. It would be tragic
if we were always focused on how little is left in the pantry instead of seeing the God that will provide. It
would be tragic if we always worried about what we are to wear, eat, and drink to the detriment of our
relationship with God.

Let us pray…


