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Today’s sermon is an interesting one to preach for several reasons. Our subject is women in ministry
and the passages that we are preaching upon have been controversial for generation after generation.
Is it permissible for a woman to lead in the church? For some, the very words we have read in 1
Timothy 2 have answered that question for us. It is true that we read a letter stating the wish that
women remain silent and submissive.

The words are in front of us, but obviously they are not the end of the story. If these words bound the
church, then why did I follow the wise and gifted Rev. Natalie Scholl? If these words were absolutely
binding, then why did John Wesley license Sarah Crosby to preach in 1761? If so, then why were
women being ordained in the late 1800s? If these words were absolutely words of holy law, then why
did the Methodist Episcopal Church affirm the ordination rights of women on May 4, 1956?

The reality of this conversation is that the subject is a subject which has been addressed over and over.
Our church as a global body has gathered time and time again to pray over this issue. As a result, we
have done our best to rely upon the Holy Spirit and find God’s way forward. As a result of that time
spent in prayer and discernment, the answer is clear: women do not have to remain silent and
submissive in the church. When people are called by God, they are called by God.

So, why are we discussing this today? At our Annual Conference last year a resolution was passed
asking our church to have a conversation this fall and winter. In the event of a schism of the United
Methodist Church over questions of human sexuality, do we have an idea of what our church might do?
Do we know which of the forming denominations we might join or whether we might remain in what is
left of the United Methodist Church?

To be clear, we are not officially having that conversation today. We are discussing an old controversy
so that we can think about what we believe in the face of something challenging. We are asking an old
question so that we might use it as a lens to begin to think about what is truly important to us.

As our scriptures describe the days of the prophet Micah, something similar was taking place. The
prophet Micah was sent to the people in order to call the people to consider the very nature of life and
faithfulness.

Micah is clear that there is controversy in the air. Micah comes to the people and tells them that there is
devastation in their future. There are powerful people that are devising plans and hatching schemes.
The wicked have their eyes set upon the land and fortunes of others. The plans of the wicked are
running rampant and the people are at risk of losing everything that provides for them and their
children.

Micah cries out that God is about to do something and the people who would defraud others respond.
Do they repent of their sins? No. They cry out that the words of Micah will bring about ruin for everyone!
The words of Micah cannot be true: God would never step in to intervene. Micah should stay silent and



not say anything about such things. They almost seem to say that if Micah cannot say anything nice,
Micah shouldn’t say anything at all.

How does Micah respond to this situation? Micah has been called to prophesy the truth. God does not
favor the wicked and greedy over the people of God. God is not a fan of people taking away the very
livelihood of others for the sake of personal gain. Micah knows that God is absolutely about caring for
the people. Micah knows that God will care for the people like a shepherd cares for a flock. Micah
knows that God is deeply committed to caring for the people with love.

Micah could see the people telling him that he was going to ruin everything. The words of the wicked do
not seem to stop Micah from sharing God’s truth. The wicked tell Micah that his words are based on
nonsense. They seem to ask how God could possibly disgrace the children of promise, but the answer
is right in front of us. The people who continue to rise up against the peaceful have already disgraced
themselves. The people have already made their choice if they would rather hear prophecies of plentiful
liquor, wine, and beer than prophecies of God’s will.

Micah was faced with a difficult situation. Micah was likely told for years and years that God has a plan
for the people of God. The children of Abraham were given a land, promised blessing, and were set
apart as a holy people above the riff raff that lived around them. Micah was told time and time again
that the world was meant to bless God’s people if they just did the right things, said the right things, and
possibly swept certain behaviors under the carpet. When Micah acts to speak it is a choice to share
uncomfortable words that did not fit with what powerful people believed. When Micah speaks, it is an
act of obedience to what God places before him.

Today, we might look at Micah and consider his situation frustrating but understandable. We are the
children of Christ: we call ourselves “Little Christs” whenever we call ourselves Christians. For us, it
might make sense that prophecy came to pass after Micah’s words. Would our Christmas story be the
same if Jesus was born into a world where there was plenty of room at the inn because there was no
census? Would Mary and Joseph even leave home if the Romans were nowhere in sight to demand a
census?

Micah’s challenge came and went long before our time. For us, it might be a historic tale, but stop to
consider what Micah had to do. Micah knew that God was calling the people to a certain way of life.
Micah also knew that there were people who claimed that God would prosper the holy people. The
people who stood against Micah had power, influence, and even the scriptures on their side. Micah
faced a considerable challenge by preaching what God lay before him. Micah’s situation was neither
easy nor simple, but still Micah chose to speak.

Why would he speak? Micah deeply knows what God cares about in this situation. Micah knows that
God cares about the plight of those who would live in peace, of those who would raise their children in
their homes, and who would teach their children about a loving God. Micah is aware that the only
people coming to utter ruin are those who are abusing the poor, harming the peaceful, and defrauding
God’s children for the sake of their own benefit.

Micah speaks because Micah truly believes that God has a better plan than what is being presented by
the powerful. God cares about more than prophecy about liquor and plentiful food. God cares about
people actually living out God’s love in their lives, so Micah speaks.



The same was true of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1956. There were plenty of people pointing to
1 Timothy 2 with words like: “Women should be silent!” There were plenty of people talking about a
woman’s place and how God had given them a different kind of glory. To be sure, it is likely people
quoted the roles of women exemplified by passages like Proverbs 31, Genesis 3, and other places in
our scriptures. To be certain, I am certain there were people standing around saying “The UMC is
doomed if they allow women to be ordained.”

I should say that I have to share what I read in books. Despite prophecies of the Methodist Church’s
doom, it turns out that when I was born decades later, the church had not imploded. I was still baptized
into a United Methodist Church even though many people had said it would be long gone by then. I
assume the words in my books are true about how people said that this was the end of the Church, but
my confirmation into a church that accepted women’s ordination around four decades later seemingly
denied those prophecies.

A lot of people thought that ordaining women would utterly ruin the church, but let’s be honest. As I
have looked around at the church over the years of my ministry, I have seen many struggles within the
church, but those struggles have been on questions of outreach, cultural disconnect, and a difficult time
for ministry. I have seen women preachers who share with a power and eloquence that has no other
explanation than an admirable and powerful connection with the Holy Spirit. I have had friends,
mentors, and role models that have lived out their calling as women in ministry admirably.

I am very grateful for the women ministers that I have known over the years. I am grateful enough for
those women that I actually call them something besides women ministers. I generally just call them
ministers, although I have to be honest, I prefer to call them by their names. I respect a lot of the
women who have shared God’s love with me. Natalie, Robin, Kim, Jenny, Cathy, Natalie, Vonda, Nola,
and others have lived out their calling in ways that I have not only respected but tried to emulate over
the years.

To be clear, the words of 1 Timothy are still here in my Bible. I honor those words and pray over them,
but time has taught me that I am less interested in what a person’s gender is in this life than how the
Holy Spirit has called them to speak. There’s a reason I do not bat an eye when I am joined up front by
women of faith like our Lay Leader Judi Eastburn, our Council Chair Sue Brower, our Mission and
Outreach leader Rhonda, or our awesome Food Pantry Carol. These women are people of faith and I
have seen God working in their lives, so I welcome them with the same welcome I share with the men
over the years who have served similar roles both here and elsewhere.

For me, the question is no longer “Should women lead in ministry?” The better question for me is
whether or not a particular woman has been called forward into leadership, which is the same question
I have for men in the same situation. I have read passages like 1 Timothy 2, prayed with wise people
over the years, considered how the Holy Spirit worked in the lives of the church, and have come to find
peace in what God has done.

We are facing another situation in the coming years which may end up in a similar sermon eighty years
from today. When people gather in the first year of the 2100s, what will they say about us? As we face
our challenges, will we listen to what God has to say to us? Will we read our scriptures, listen for God’s



word, and then act according to what God would have us do? Will we choose to live out our faith in
such a way that people will look back and be grateful for our choices?

Some of you may have been around when the decision to ordain women was made by the church,
although you would have been very very young. None of us were here when Micah had to choose to be
faithful. I imagine that neither Micah nor the church of 1956 faced a situation that was easy. I imagine
friendships were challenged, relationships harmed, and that it was not easy for anyone involved. I
empathize with those individuals now and know that this will likely not be an easy couple of years.

It is my prayer that God will be with us in the coming years. In time, may we look back on this situation
as a church with gratitude that people listened faithfully, acted wisely, and lived bravely. May God give
us wisdom and guide us both now and forevermore. Amen.


